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REVOLUTION to the PRESENT TIME. 



TO THE REV. DR. W**»** 

LETTER I. 

WHEN you indulged me with the happinefs of 
yonr correfpondencc, my excellent friend, it 
never cniM yow imaginatbn, tliat die fitis- 
ftjCHon yon gtive me die opportunity of enjoying, would be 
mixed widi any aHoy} yet, my friend, it hai fubjeAed me 
to an anxious defire of rendering my letters worthy your 
attention, and my corre^ondcnce the fource of jour amufe- 
ment, 

L B Thb 
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A The Hifiofy vf England, from the 

LiTTtt I. The wtucs -of your charaAcr, it nmft be -owned, afford ft 
ample field for literary eloquence : A detail ol" filial piety in 
inftinces the moft trying to Jiuman fortitudcj the fupporting 
an independent temper and conduct in the midft of the fer- 
vile depravhfcs of a ■court \ thfe almoft '£ngttl jkr inftancc of 
warm patriotifm united to die clerical charadler j your mode- 
ration in every circumftance of indulgence which regards 
yourlelf, whilft you are lavifliing thoufiuids on the public 
cauie, and to Enlarge tibchapptnela of indtvidinds; -the 
plary reguLiritj oi your lile; your patience :i:ul f rtitude, and 
even chearfulnefs, under the infirmities of a weak and tender 
conditution; and, lailly, the munificent favors you liave con- 
ferred on ma, are fub^eiSb of fuffieientponrcr to animate -the 
dullefl: writers but diefe are fubjeds. my firiend> whidi I am 
convinced will pleale e?ery reader better dian youri^; And 
as ^ love of your country, and the wdfaie of the human 
race, is the only ruling paflion I have ever-difcemed in your 
charadler, I fhall avail myfelf of this inclination, and-endea- 
vor to fix your attention by the interefting detail of thofe 
caufes and circumflances, which have infenlibly led us from 
^ the aixy hejght of iokaginary iecurity, proQierity, and eleva* 
tion, to our pre&nt flate of danger and depravity. 

The Reformation and die Revolution are die two /grand 

aeras in our hiilory, which arc celebrated by every political 

writer. 
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Rev9iuti<m to tbt frefmt Time, 

writer, as produdive of the moft perfe^ Aate of civil and t^TMa i. 

religious freedom which human locicty is capable of enjoying j 
and yet, my friend, your penetrating fagacity niuft have led 
you to dilcovcr, that the Reformation was more tlie reUilt 
of aiilerefte4 policy, than an honeft zeal to redore the pri- 
mitive pUFitjr and limplici^ of tho dariAun fyAem: a pQ* 
rily no longer pcefervod tlian vHulft tbe chnrdi waa cotkify 
vnconneAed wi^ die civil power. But a Relbrmattoa on 
^6 priflcifJea would have ill fiiited die defigna of a Court. 

The view of Henry the Eighth was to gratify his refcnt- 
ment againfl the Roman Pontiff, (o enrich his confers widi 
die Ipoils of the decgy, and to render his power oompleatfy 
de^pobc hy the union of the ccckfiaftic widi the civil iwocd. 
Thefe jmous views have hecn religioufljr fallowed by h|i • 
fttcceiTors: diurch government, inftead of being new nJO>» 
dclled on a plan proper to prckrvc the frcc<Jom of the con- 
(litution, and the morals of the people, is rendered a ir.crc 
mioiftorial engine ; the fpiritual kingdom of Chriil, a fub- 
ordinate limb of the Ifaite pditici and the regular teachers 
of chriftianitjr* the prafefled creatures of govemnaentt and 
die bafe inibumeats of wicked pdicy. 

It mufl be owned, that the Revolution gave a different 
afpe^ to the conilitution from what it had carried through 

B a tbc 
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4 Th€ Hifiory of England^ Jrm tie 

LirriK L the government, or rather the tyrannies, of the Tudors ai;d 
the btuarts. The maxim of hereditary indefeafible right, 
which dioic princes bad priaci|»lly' eftabliihed by the aflift- 

I 

ance of the church, was alcq^dier icnotuiced by a free Par* 
liainent ; the power of the Crown. wds acknowledged to flow 
from no other fountain than lliat of a contraft with the peo- 
ple; and allegiance and prote«Stion were dec Uicd reciprocal 
terms : yet on this great occallon, wliea the nation had Cor 
lemnly renounced their allegiance to the male line of the 
Stoart»» for their abulb of power, and their repeated attempts . 
to deftmy all the balances of the cooftitution, and render ■ 
monarchy purely defpotic; when diey had adopted into the 
^, regal rights a iaanly who had no pretence to tlic government 
but that of ele^ion j the zeal of the patriots to eftabliilt the 
perfonal intcrcft of their leader, co-operating with thofe irra- 
tional piejudioea which.the deteftabie do^ines of the church i 
had &wn very deep, in the hearts of the people, occafioned . 
the convention <^ eibtes> which eftabltfhed William on the 
throne, to ncglc<.l this fair opportunity to cut ulT.ill ilic pre- 
rogatives of the crown, to which they had juftly imputed the 
calamities and injuries fuflaincd by the nation, and which had . 
ever prevented the democratical principles of the conitita*- 
tion from ading to the fecurity of thofe liberties and privi'*- 
k^B vably fet fiorth in the letter of the law.. 

The 



Revolution to the frefau Iiwe. ^ 

Th» plan of iettlemeiit was neither properly digeftedor iwi* !. 
maturely foi nicJ ; it was neither agreeable to the regularity 
of the Saxon conllitution which efiedually fecured every pri« 
inlege it befiowedj nor did it admit- of any of. thofe refine- 
ments and' improvements^ which .the experience of mankind^ 
had enabled them to make in tfae~fcience of-pdidcaliecority. 
On d)e contrary^ the new monarch retained the old iegal> 
power over parliaments ia its full extent; he was left at li- 
ber^ to convoke, adjourn, or diiTolve them at his plcafurej 
he was enabled to influence eledions, and oppreis corpora- 
tions! lie poflel&l di^e right t>f ohufing his own council, of 
nominating all: die great oflkerr of the fiate, the houihold, 
die army, the navy, and the church ; the abiblute command 
over tlic militia was relcrvcd to tlie crowns and fo totally 
void of improvement was the Revolution fyilem, that the 
.fdiqnes of the- ftar chamber-was retained in the office of the 
AttOfnqT'Genecal, . wha ia die cafe o£' libels has the jiower 
of lodging ft vexatious, and even « faUie in&rmation, wi|Jiout<: 
being fuhje<5ted.to the penal^. of coft or .damage. 

Tour exteniive reading in hlAoiy, my friend, will not, I ■ 
KsUeve, furnifh you with one C3Ccepki«HL tathis rokj that 
when the {nece&on in the government is dianged, without a 
inbftantial provifion for the iecurity of liberty, its total de» 
Iftniaioii is. accompliihed, by, the mmfure intended for its 

prefervationi . 
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Li«tikL prefervatioii ; and the reafon is pbin ; a military eftablirti- 
ment becomes neceiTary to defend the government from the 
/ pretenfions of tbe dethroned fovereign i befides, thoie w]m>« 
on principles of patriodiin« ate the authon of fnch t |lero- 
lution, ttc i mp erc ep tibly WHined into die injitdicioiu beet of 
partizans ; and tbe dreirf of pain* and penal^ attendant oir t 
Rellordtiua, iaicnlibJy kids thcni to concur m ftrengthening 
the power of the reigning fovereign, though at the expence 
of that conditutionai freedom they bad run tbe hasafd of 
their Uvea and fortunes to obtain. 

In adiUtton totiUs finrorable circumftanee, the kingdom, on 

the acceffion of William to the throne, was divided into three 
different faiftions; of jacobites» who clofely adhered to the 
dodnne of a (acred indefeafible right to government inhe* 
rent in one family } of tories, wbo abetted and fapporled ar* 
bitraiy prindples of jofemment in goienli snd of wbigs, 
wbo profeiled moderate principles in tbe government of 
church and {late, or rather, to fubniit to tbe dominion of 
equitable and lixed laws, indead of the unfettled tyrannical 
mandates a court : It vsras to this party that William was 
tdbseiy, if not entirelyj indebted for tbe cfowft. As tbe 
luige, indepan dc B t revemw which had been jetded en James 
by a tory parfiament, bad ewsfe lc d him to fet at defiance every 
kgai opposition, the whigs were determined, if poffible, to 

prelerve 



Revokim to the freftnt Time, 

luLiunal i-lieck on prcroi^;anv c , on the grounds that the royal 
revenue in the late reigns had been often embezzled, and al- 
ways mifappUed. It %ras now resolved, that a certain fimi 
ftould be iet apart for the maiiitsmuiee of the kiag'i hou- 
fikoklj and the fuppott of his dignityi ml thpt the reft of the 
jMiblic moMj ibould be co^ogred iindbr the inj^cOioii of 
parliament. According to this refoltttioo» die Commons 
voted, that .1 Lur.;l:.nL revenue of twelve hundred tlioulaiid 
pounds fliould be cftablifhcd for the fupport of tlic crown in 
tioM: of peace: the civil liil was iettled at£^ hundred thou- 
sand powids» duvgeaUe with the appouMeiMs of the-Q^a 
dowager,- Che Prinoe and Ptinoefi df Goomask, the jo^esj. 
and Map(idial$coinbeig, who, in ooafidefUioa Ittsin^por- 
■unt iervioes to the nation, was oompUnemed ^di « pen- 
non, ^b^das <the gift of one himdred thoufand pounds oh the 
pretence of charges and anticipations, which the Conamoos 
had not time to examine. 

Tkb levcniKwas fettled tya prarifiional aA ibr ooe yasr 
only j and it was plainly .die intention of die whiga to gsaat 
it from year to year, or at kaft for a finall tefin* that tbajr 

might have fbmething more to depend on ^n the modera- 
tion of the fovereign, and his religious regard to the claim 
of rights and principles of rchilance on which the Revolution 

was 
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XtTTBt x wu founded. This wm not the ieatiineQt of the modeim 
^ Timoleon. *WidiOttt wtighing the dflngcrout coo^aencei 

-whidi in monardbies miift ever attend a pecfenal oomplimcoc 
'to the foyereign, he complained of theie prudent reftnuntt 

laid upon the »ipplicatioii ui the pubhc money, a.i marks of 
dididencc, by which he was diilinguilhed from his prede- 

-ceflbrs; and even threatened to leave the partjr in the lorcht 

;and retire to Holland. 

■ 

William did not long labor under ^hefe mortificdCtionst 

the tory faction, whofe principles led them to oppolc every 
limitation to royal power, had been only induced to comply 
with the whigs» through the terror of attainders, to which 
they were liable from the guilt xhey had incurred as abettors 
of the cruel and tyrannical meafuses of die laft reign. This 
-party no feoner perceived that William was as tenacious of 
•power as his predeceflbrs, than ^ey began to form defigns 
to difappoint the whigs of all the faliuury h uits of the Rc- 
'volution. With the affiitancc of the Peers, they fniltratcd 
an attempt made for regulating the militia, in a manner 
•which would have rendered it in a ^fcat meafure independant 
«f the Kingt and the Lords Lieutenants of counties j and 
•dirough Lord Nottingham, who, though a leader of the tory 
fadion, had been appointed iL'^rcuiiy ui" ilaic, they offered to 
'Cxert tlieir whole ilrength in favour of the crown^ provided 

thqr 



Kevphifm to tie prtfint ^tim, 9« 

th^ were fcreened an aft of indemni^ from the perfecu- '•■TTta i. 
don. of the whigs. 

The {hutting the doors of both houfcs to thoic dtliiUiUcnt?; 
who had been the moil adivc in the mealures pi the lall 
reign, and depriving them of their votes at eledtions by an 
aft of incapacitation, was a favorite fcheme of the whigs j. 
becanfe it ivas the <Mily circumftance whicb conld enable, 
them to give the balances of Ae conftitiition their due poife, 
and to model the government to the plan of a well-regu- 
lated monarchy. It was then, with the utmoft chagrin, 
that th^ found the King inttreft Ikimielf fo eamcftly for 
the declared enemies kA freedom, as to fend a meflitge .to 
the Commons by Mr. Hambden, in which he recommended 
a bill of indemnity as the moit effectual means to put an 
end to all contrcvcrfics, dlftlniflions, and occaiions of dif- 
cord* The whigs had the addrefs to defeat the King's deiign< 
fi>r ibme time ; but the parties were fo equally balanced in^ 
Parliament, that a bill for reftoring corporations to their an- 
cient rights and privileges,^ pafTcd by one vote only, witfi Ac- 
rejection of two claufes againft thofc who were concerned in 
the furrcndcring charters. It is faid that the whigs intc- 
refted themieives earneftly for the fate of this bill» that. 
• th^ promised to manifeft their gnititude> Ihould it be paffed^ 
into a law j. but be this as it may, the little influence they at 

Vol. I. C Mu 
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lo 1'he Hiftory of Engkadt Jrom the 

i,tTTSft L £rft had with the King was daily declining j the leaders of 

die tory ladlion were not only admitted to his councils j they 
were gratified with the diihiifllon of two Haunch whigs» the 
Earis of Monmouth and Warrington* and the moft violent 
«f die par^ was taken into the Gonuniffion of the iieate- 
nancjr of London. 

You have lived too many years in the world, my friend, 
to be Airphzcd at inilances of royal ingratitude, and undoubt- 
edly have ]<Hig fearned to put no confidence in princes j nor 
do I pretend to tdl yon novelties, or to have any odier end 
in this narrationt but to revive your memory on the la£ts ne- 
ceffiry to conned diat train of events which have compleated 
Ac overthrow of the whig principles, and bids fair to render 
the government of this country as intolerable a deipotifm as 
the Romans endured after the ruin of their commonwealth, 

Ey the countenance, if not by the aififtance of the King, 

the tories gained fuch a majority in the new Parliament, that 
Sir John Trevor, a warm partisan of the fa(51ion, waschofen 
ipeaker; and, according to fome authors, undertook to pro- 
cure ii majoriiy at the devotibn of the court, provided he 
Ihoidd be fopplied with the fams neceiflafy for cctfraption : 
however* it was with fome difficulty, though the whole 

wdght of €01^ iiiteteft >mA flung into the leak, that a bill, 

which 
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Revolution (o (ke frefeat Time. 

which declared the kws pafffd i|i the cpqventioo partli^inent ^""^^ 
validt found its way to the throne. The moft violent of the 

fa(flion, with the Earl of Nottingham, the fecretary of Aate, 
at their head, entered a protefl agaioi^ it » yet William had 
fo entirely £ung himfelf into the arm^ of the party, that, iii 
the midft of a fierce debate on the import of a bill requiring 
all fubjeds in o^ce to abjure Jtime« 6tu#rt, an intimfion 
wai lent to Comsi^ons dwt the King defired they would 
drop the dc))ate* proceed to buiinefs of greater importance* 

It is faidy thM the tories reprefenfed to the King» that th» 
paffing tluf bill would dirow lum iatitdy into die hands oT 
the whigs, who would renew their old pradicea againfl pre- 
rogative. His interpofition on this occafion highly difgufted 

the friends of liberty : the Earl of Shrcwflniry To warmly re- 
iiented it, that he withflood the perfuafive eloquence of Dr. 
TiUotfoOyiisnt from the court to fof ten his anger; and though, 
ftrongly preiled on the occafion* refufed to keep the fe^s tilb 
^ King returned from Ireland. 

The whigs were fo entirely foiled in every effort they made^ 

to vindicate the liberties of the people, and obuu: juftice on 
public delinquents, that a bill to attaint the blood and forfeit 
the cllatcs of the execrable Jeffries, proved as unfuccefsful- 
as their odier attempts and whilil the family of this deteft- 

C 2 able 
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LtTTtx I. able citizen were permitted to enjoy the fruits of his villainy, 
the brave, the virtuous, the patriotic Ludlow, was refufid 
the fatisfadion of ^nding the ihort remainder of life in his 
own countiys— ft country, for whole welfare he had often 
Irlcdj and had ofiered die lacrifice of his life and fortune. 

In Teturn for theie weighty compliances, William was 
gratified with the hereditary excife during bis life, and the 
Gufloms for four years : an ad of indemnity pa£Eed, with die 
•caEception ef thirty perfons only ; and from this period the 
King was enabled to -balance parties in a manner, to give die 
preponderating w eight to every court meafure. The tories 
luuked up to him for pretcrment, and the wliigs for fafcty ; 
and both parties vied with eaich other in adulatory flddreflcif, 
and unconftitutional compliances: nor were the two laCtions, 
«f high church and low, much left fiivorable to the power at 
.gpvernment. As William was a Calvinift by profefliott, and 
a fmad to toleration, he had the whole body of D^lenters at 
his command ; who, little attending to the intimate connec- 
tion there is between civil and religious libcrt), and the 
impoflibility of preferving the one with the lofs of the other, 
regarded the enlargement of the King's power as a necci&ry 
bulwark againft the fyianny of the church* 

Bishoprics, deaneries, and other chnrdi dignatories, 
iirith a large number of livings in tiie difpofal of die 

crown. 
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enabled the King to combat the rdentment of the 
high diurch - clergy J eight bilhops, indeed, refuied to take 
the oaths» but their biihoprics were ibon filled with men of 

more complying confciciiccs ; and as the do(ftrine of indefea- 
fible right was not at prefcnt the road to preferment, the 
brethren in general declared, that -the paflive obedience and 
non-refiftance required in £:ripture were indiicrimioatt^ and 
iherefore condufive in r^;ard to die pre&nt government. 

A WAR with France was a natural courcquencc of the Re- 
Tolution. By the violation of all treaties, and the laws of 
eveiy nation, the French King had rendered has power die 
terror and the feouige of Europe } the conniving with his 
ttnbidoos views was in general regarded 'as the moft criminal 
part of the adminiflration of the laft reigns j and the affift- 
ance he had given to his old friend and ally« James, by 
which he was enabled to invade and ravage Ireland, was an 
additional provocation, which encieafed the reientmeot o£ 
all the friends to the Revoluticm. WilUanDU whole niling 
paflion was military heroifin, had long and eagerly bought 
an opportunity to icvenge die infotts and injuries his country 
had received from the ambitious Lewis: it was at this pe- 
riod that a confederacy which he had propofed among the 
princes of the empire began to take efieA : the Emperor ne« 
gotiaied an alliance, ofl«nfive and delenfive« with die States- 

Genenl, 
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General, binding the contra(fting partici to co-operate with 
tbdr whole power againft France and her allies. It was ftl* 
polated that neither fide Ihould engage in a feparate trea^, 

on any pretence whatever : that no peace ihould be admitted 
until the treaties of Weftphalia, Ofiwburgh, MunAer, and 
the Pyrenees, ihould be indicated ; that in cafe of a nego- 
tiation for peace, or truce, the trania^ons on both fides 
ihould be commnnicated bona fidet and that Spain and 
England ihould be invited to accede to the trea^. 

The engaging England as a principal in the confederacy, 
was a favorite obje(5i of William's policy ; nor was it long 
before he waa gratified to the fuU* In coniequence of the 
fbfe-inentioned invitation* Mr. Hambden made a uMtign in 
^e lower hoinfe for taking into confideraticm the ftate of the 
kingdom, with refped: to France and foreign alliances : the 
Commons uiianimouJly refolved, that in cafe his Majelly 
ihould think fit to engage in a war with France, they would 
enable him to carry it on with vigor. In conlequence of thi$ 
reibltttion, an addreft was drawn up and preiented to the 
King, defiring he would ferioufly coniider the dcilrudivc 
meafures taken of late years by the French King, againil the 
trade; quiet, and intereil of the nation; particutarly, his pre- 
fent invafion of Ireland, and fupporting the rebels of that 
kingdom: further, that the parliament did not doubt but 

the 
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the alliances alicndy made, with thole which might hereafter Lstter I. 
be concluded by his Majeily, would be fuiSicient to reduce 
the French King to liich a condition, that it Ihould be no 
more in his power to violate the peace of Chrifte&dom, nor 
piejudice the trade and profperiiy of England. At the end of 
die addreis the King was aiTured, that he might depend on the 
iffiftance of parliament, according to the vote which had 
paA'ed in the houfe oi commons. 

Th e matter of the parliament's addrefs was too flattering to 
the King's inclination not to be complied with : a war was 
immediately declared againft the Frendh monarch, and Lewis 
was charged with having ambitioufly invaded die territories 
of the Emperor, and denounced war againil the allies of 
England in violation of the treaties confirmed under the gua- 
ranty ol the Engliih crown ; with having encroached upon 
the fifhery of Newfoundland i invaded the Caribbee Iflands \ 
taken forcible pollefiion of New>York and Hudfim's Bay» 
made depredntions on the Engliih at fea; prohibited die im- 
portation of EngUdi manuAdorietj diiputed die right of 
the flagi persecuted many Engliih fubjedts on account of re* 
ligion j and vrith having lent an armament to Irdaod. 

The King of France, who, with the afliftance of the two 
. laA Eogliih ibvereigns, had been able to bully all Europe for 

the 
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f 6 W# Bijiory of England^ frm the 

LiTTBR I. the (pace of near thirty years, ihewed no marks of deje^oo 
at this confederacy: he fuppUed James with a fleet, coniifting 

of fourteen fliips of the line, fevcn frigates, three fire-fhips, 
and a large number of tranfporti. j and this prince, witli 
twelve hundred Britilh fubjeds, and fevcral of the beil of the 
French officers, landed at Kinfalc in Ireland, on the twenty- 
iecond day of March, 1689. By the attachment of the Earl 
of Tyrconnel, who commanded in Ireland, and who had 
found means to amule William, he was joined on his landing 
with an army of thirty-eight thoufand men, and the whole 
kingdom, Lxccpt the city of Londonderry, received him 
with fubmiiiion. 

It is a()erted by fome authors, that Tyrconnel had fent 
fevcral mellagts to King William, that he was ready to de- 
liver tlic kingdom of Ireland to any force which might render 
a furrender decent i and that his offers were lejeifted, on 
the reaibn, that ihould Ireland yield, no pretence could re- 
main for keeping an army in pay. Be this as it may, 
by William's attention to the ailairs of the continent, and 
by reafon of tlic motley completion of his council, who were 
compofed of whigs, tories, and Jacobites, thirty ihip^of war, 
which had been put in commiHion in February, were not all 
ready to M in Aprils when Admiral Herbert, who com- 
manded on the occafioo, was obliged to put to fta with only 
part of the fleet. 

James 



Rewbttwn to tbe pre/eat Time. 

James had not fufficient abilities to make the moft of 1.«ttb», 
Advantages : inflead of briDging the aflfairs of Ireland to an 
imme^ate conclufion^ and carrying his army either to the 
north of England or the weft of Scotland, as he was defired 
to do by his adherents on this fide the water, he loft all his 
time in prefling the ficgc of Londonderry j which made lb 
gallant and obibnate a rcfiAance, that it encouraged the Innif- 
lullingers to rai£b twelve regiments, with which they gained, 
adirantages in fevexal ikirmiibes with tbe enemy. 

This, my friend* was not the only grofs error in the con- 

dufl of this infatuated bigot : by the advice, and with the. 
afliftance of a popiih parliament, a law was made to repeal 
the ad; of fettlement pafied in the beginning of tbe reign of 
Charles the Second^ nor was any regard paid to fuch proteftant. 
owners as had purchafed eilates for iralaable confiderations ; 

no alluv,"jncc \V;a.i> made tor iinprovciucati ; no pruviUua tor 
proteftant widows ; the pofTeffors and tenants were not per- 
mitted to remove dietr ilock and oomj and, to complete die 
deftraOion of the party, an aft of attainder was pafled againft 
all proteftants, whether male or female, who were abfent 
from the kiiii^dorn, and likcwife againft all thofe who did not 
own the authority of King James, or correfponded with re-. 
bels, or were any ways aiding, abetting, or ailifting to them,, 
from the firft day of Angttft in the preceding year. 
Vol. h Tbb 
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TnK number of proteftants who were by this afl JccLircd 
traitors, and adjudged to fuffcr the pains of death and forfei- 
ture, with the exclufion of all hopes of pardon, or benefit of 
appealj amoanted to three thoufand; and as if this proceed- 
ing was not fufficient to alienate the afie^ions of eveiy pro- 
teftant in the whole Britifli empire, the executive part of 
James's government was as arbitrary as the legiflativej the 
fliops of tradcfinen and the kitchens of burglicrs were pillaged, 
to fupply the mint with a quantity of brafs, which was con- 
verted into current coin ; an arbitrary value was fet upon it, 
and all perfiins required to take it in paymeat, under feveie 
penalties. 

A *r AX of twenty thoufand pounds a monA was impofed 

by the King's authority; foldiers were permitted to live on 
free quarters ; licenfes and protections were abufed i and the 
proteftants, who had laid out all their brafs money in hides* 
tallow, wool, and corn, were obliged to &11 thefe commodi- 
ties at the price fixed on them by the tyrant 

As it was the intention of James and his council to root 

out proteftantifm from Ireland, all vacancies in the public 
fchouls were fupplicd with popifli teachers. The pcniion 
allowed from the exchequer to the univerfity of Dublin was 
cut oflPj the vice-provoft, fellows, and fcholars were expelled, 

.<« and 
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and their furniture, plate, and library feized ; their college !• 
was converted Into a g;^rrifon, and their chapel into a maga- 
zine ; a popilh priefl was appointed provofl, and Maccaxtny, 
of the fame profeilion, library-keeper. When biihopricaand 
benefices in the gift of the crown became vacant, the profits 
were lodg^ iii the exchequers the cures were totally neg* 
leAed j and the revenoM chiefly empl(^ed in die maintenance 
of popiOi biQiops and priefts, who in leveral places feized the 
proteftant churches. 

On the appearance of {hips in the bay of Dublin, one pro« 
clamation was iflued, forbidding the proteftants to aHemble 
in any place of worihtp, or elfewhere, on pain of death i 
anodier commanded them to give up their arms» on pain of 
being treated as rebels aiid traitors ; and a third, publiOied by 
Ltttterel, governor of Dublin, required the farmers to bring 
in their corn for his Majefty's horfcs \Mthiii a certain day, on 
penalty of being hanged before their own doors. Thefc and 
many other unneceiTary cruelties were, in dired: oppoiitioa to 
the tenor of five proclamations, publiihed by James on his 
firft arrival in Ireland: and indeed, my friend, had this Avage 
bigot pieierved any. reasonable terms with the proteftants in 
this kingdom, or conducted his ihort adminiflntion on the 
principles of equity and moderation, he would have flood no 
mean chance of re-mounting the BritiOi throne. 
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Lettu I. The whigs had received too little advantage from the revo- 
lution, to be iatisfied with the incfcaie of tazet, which t 
gfatnitjr to the Dutch, to ihe amount of fix hundred thou- 
iand pounds, and the expence of the army neceflary to reduce 
Ireland, hadoccafioned. The affedHons of the warmcft friendt 
to the revolution were fo highly alienated, that Halifax, one 
of William's prime counfcUors, declared, that were James to 
conform with the proteftanti, he could not he kept four 
months from fe-afcending the throne. 

It was fo (Wrongly the opinion of the public, that in the 
management of the fupplies deftincd for Ireland, William 
had been betrayed by the Jacobite part of his miniftrjr, that 
on the meeting of the Eogli<h parliament, the Lords, after 
flddreffing the King to put the Ifle <^ Wight, Jer£7,Giiemfi7, 
Scilly, Dover Caftle, and the other fortrefles of the kingdom 
in a pofturc of defence, and to difarui thcpapifts, empowered 
a committee to ejiquirc into the mifcarriages of Ireland j but 
it was not till the Commons had paffed a very angry vote 
i^;ainft the King's oounieUors, that the parliament were gra- 
tified with the inipedion of the minute book of the eom- 
snittee for Iriflk affairs: it was refolved, that an addrefs ihould 
he prefented to the King, declaring, that the fucconrdeftined 
for the relief of Ireland had been retarded hv unneccfTary de- 
lays ; that the tranfports prepared were not fufficient to con- 
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vey the forces; and that feveral fliips had been taken by the 
enemy, for want of proper convoy. 

T«B Marquifles of Cannarthen and Hali£a had bean veiy 
deep in the guilt of the laft rdgna. During the adminiftration 

of Charles the Second, an impeachment of high treafon had 
been formally lodged againft Carmarthen j and it was now 
moved by Howe, vice-chamberlain to the Queen, that aa 
addreft ihould be ient up againft iucb counfeUora aa had been 
Impeached in pazliament* and had betrayed the liberties of 
itbc nation : the qoeHion on this motion waa carried in the 
negative by a fmall majority ; and as a proof that the Com* 
moni were at iim tiaic roulcd trom their ilate of compliant 
fupinenefs, a motion made by Mr. Hambden» for a further 
fupply to the King* waa not iecooded by any member : how* 
ever, aa the grounda for the motion were intercepted letters 
from Jamea to his partizans, containing hinto of an intended 
itttafion, a bill was brought in Ibr attainting feveral perfons 
in rebellion againft their Majcfties ; and it was rcfolved to 
draw up an addrefs to the King, deiiring him to fccure and 
iliiann all papifts of note. 

It waa inifae next leffioni of thia parliament, my friend, 
diat the whigs made leveral attempts to obftru^V the pafling 
the ad of ludeoaaity, and feveral edbrts to brmg delinquents 

to 
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liTTiK^f. tojuilice, which ha\ c been iioiiced in the beginning of tliij 
letter. The examination of the reaibns for the milcarriagc 
in Ireland was refumed; and it was found that the inac- 
tivity of Abrihal Scombergi who had been landed finne time 
in dial kingdom, was owing to the ill coodnft of Shales* 
purveyor-general to the army, who had cxercifed the fame 
office under King James, This difcovery, and other inftanccs 
of miftnanagcmcnt, and the King's rcfufal to give any anfwer 
to an addrefs of the Commons^ in which they defired to itnow 
by whom Shales had been recommended to his office, thiew 
the whole party of whigs into fiach ill humor, diat Hamb- 
den, after having exprefled his furprize that the admtniftration 
fliould confill of thofe very perfons whom King James had 
employed when his affairs were defperatc, moved, that the 
King (hould be petitioned in an addrefs to difcard fiich per* 
fons from his prefence and cottocill. 

I SHOULD lengthen this to a tedious narration, my friend, 
were I to relate the number of thcfc kind of motions which 
were made by the whigs, and all pailcd in the negative : 
however, it is necetfaiy to obferve, that, enraged to £nd 
themfdves continually foiled by tories and phcemen, the 
jqueftion was propofed by the party, whedier a placeman 
ought to have a feat in the houfe; and after a very warm de- 
bate, it was carried in the affirmative, on the futile pretence, 

that 
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ihat by fuch an cxclulion the commonwealth would be de- 
prived of fome of tbeableft fenators in the kingdom. 

As the affairs of Ireland grew very prefTing, and William 
had found himfclf repeatedly betrayed by fervants, which, for 
reafons of policy, he did not chufe to difcard, he determined 
to fini[b the war in that country in pcrfon ;. the good efieds 
of this reiblution were foon raperienced j a general engage^ 
ment enfaed j the Iri(h met with a total defeat j and James* 
who £eems to have apprehended nodiing fo much as the 
falling into the hands of his Ibn-in-Iaw a iecond time» fled 
with precipitation, and retired to France. Dublin was aban- 
doned by the papifts, and the admiaillration returned into 
the hands of the proteftants. 

An advantage which the French fleet ohtsuned at Beachy- 

Head over the combined forces of the Englifh and the Dutch, 
put the government of England in great confternation : the 
French fleet rode in triumph in the channel for many weeks j 
nor vras there any regular force in the kingdom ftrong enough 
to face any army which had been landed in the name of 
King James. 

It is aflcrted, that it was the dcfign of the French King 
to iend a fquadron of twenty-flve frigates to St. George's- 

Chaonel. 
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LiTTSK I. Channel, to barn dl the fliips on both fides, bat fudi u 

Should be ncceffary to tranfport his ally, and fome troops, to 
England : had this icheme been put in execution, it muft 
have confined William in Ireland, whilil his rival mounted 
the throne j but the flight of Jame* diiconcerted the plan j 
his condoA in Ireland damped die ipiiits of hia par^ in 
England; and a vidory, which, with good policy and forti- 
tude on the fide of the exiled Prince, had been fufficient to 
have reinll:ated him in power, was now followed with the im- 
prifoomcntof feveral of the moil zealous of his friends, with 
the commitment of the Engliih admiral, the Earl of Tor- 
rington, and with lojal addrefles to the throne from eveiy 
part of the kingdmn. However, iSm ft£don in Ireland, en* 
couragcd by the fiiccefs of the French fleet, refuibd to lay 
down their arms. William in peribn was repulfcd from the 
town of Limerick ; and Ireland, harralTed by the cruel ra- 
vages of the armies on both fides, exhibited a fcene of Haugh- 
ter, defolation, and every fpccies of barbarity, which attend 
the civil broils of bigotted and unrelenting fiidtions. 

William* who found the conqu^ of ike Irifli a much 

more difllcult undertaking than he apprehended, put the 

command of the army under two Dutcluiicn, tlie C^iint dc 
Solmcs, aiid the Baron dc Ginkle i committed the civil 
adminiftration of aflfaira to Lord Sydney, and Thomas 

ConiDgfljy; 
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Coningfhy, and failed for England, immediatciy after his rc- Lirxta l 
puife at Limerick.. 

Tmb Irifh wefe not entirely reduced till the year: 1691, 
when having Ibfl^ almoft all thei^ towns, and being fur-^ 
rounded on every fide by the Englilh forces, they furrendered. 
on the following terms of capitulation:-— 

All papifts were reftored to the enjoyment of fuch liberty 
in the exercife of religion, as was confiftcnt with the laws of 
Ireland, and confonnable widi that which they poflefled in- 
die reign of Charles the Sec<Mid: 

All perfons whatever, excepting certain individuals who 
were forfeited or exiled, who had aded in the rebellion, were 
itadulged with a general pardon of all attainders, outlawries^ 
treafons, miijprafion of treafbn, premudires, felonies, tre^n^,. 
and other crimes and mifSienieanors whatfoever, committed. 
iincc the beginning of the reign of James the Second :. 

It was agreed that no perfon ihould be fued or impleaded, . 
on either, fide, for any. trefpafs, or made accoontabk £ot the^ 
rents, teaements, lands, or houies^ received or enioycd fioco^ 
the beginning of the wir .: , 

VoL.K. £ Bveiy 
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LcTToit r. Eveiy nobleman and gentleman comprifed in the articles 

were authorized to keep a fword, a cafe of piilols, and a gun, 
•for his defence and amufement: 

^be inhabitants of garrifons were pennicted to^femore 
"their goods and chattds, widiout fearch, vilitation, or pay- 
ment of duty : All officers and foldiers in the lervice of King 
James, comprehending a diflblute and cruel banditti, called 

the r.ipparces, willing to go beyond fca, were at liber^ to 
march in bodies to tlic places of embarkation, to be conveyed 
to the Continent, with the French officers and troops j this 
body were to be furni(hed with paffports, convoys, and car* 
riageSy by land and water,, and Gindde, the English general, 
engaged to provide ieventy (hips, if neceflary, for thdr tnaf- 
portation, with two men of war for the accommodation of 
their dficers, and to ferve as a convoy to the fleet: 

All the garrilbns were to march out -of their refpe&ive 
towns and fortreiTes with the honors of war: 

The Iriih were to have tiberty to traniport nine hundred 
' hcwfes : 

All prifoners of war were to be fet at liberty ; and none of 
thofc who were willing to quit the kingdom were to be de- 
tained on account of debt, or any other pretence. 

It 
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It is plain, my friend, that William was defirous at all 
events to pleafe the party in England, by giving terms of 
fuch uneacampled indulgence to the Irifh papifts and jaco« 
bites; or, in order to have full Icifure to profecute the war 
on the continent, he was determined at any expence to avoid 
fjardier trouble in. Ireland.. 

I HAVE given you all the particulars of this famous treaty, 
ftiied, the treaty of Limerick, becaufc it was diredtly oppchtc 
to the fenfe of a bill which had pafTed the Englifli houfe of 
Commons ; and it was a fubjeft of high difguft to the pro* 
teibnts of Ireland, who complained, that thofe who had 
furred for their loyalty to King William were neglc£ted, and 
obliged to abide by their lofles, whilfl tiicr ciicixiic?, wIjo 
had Ihcd deluges of blood in oppofing liis government, and 
who had committed adU of cruelty, injullicc, and opprclfion, 
whilft power was in their hands, were difmiifcd with tiie ho- 
nors of war, and traniported at the expence of government to. 
fight ^inft the Englilh in foreign countries* . 

If the Irifli proteftants found thcmfclvcs obliged to fubmit 
to the unrcafonable diiSatcs of an individual, whom they had 
called in for their fupport, protedion, and deliverance, the. 
Englifli were at this time under the &me mortifying circum- 
ftancc. A lebcUion, qiaelled with the impolitic conduft of 

E 2 hU 
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LErrti I. ijjj rival, had given permanence and extent to William's 
authority : it was in vain that the friends of liberty, on re- 
cent diiguft, had renewed their batteries againft die Marquis 

of Halifax, and endeavored to revive the impeachment of die 

"Marquis of Carmarthen : it was in vain that they complained 

tli.u tlie Earl of Nottingham, an enemy to the Revolution, was 
at the bead of the King's counsels : it was in vain that they 
complained of defpotic government in Ireland; of abufes in 

.the artides of Limerick, to the prgodice of die proteftants$ 
of embezsling the ftores left in the towns and garrifons by 
the late King James j and d recniittng the Uoops virith Iri(h 
papifls, who had been in the rebellion : it was in vain that 
they oppofed the eflablifliment of a (landing army, and con- 
-ieqoently the addition of opprefllve taxes. All theie points 
WBte carried againft them by the courtiers of all denomina- 
ticMis { and in the fliort ipace of three years after die Revolu* 
"don, 4fae Engliih Ibtind diemfdves involved in all die trou- 
bles of the Continent; in danger of domeftic thraldom, from 
a large militar)- eftablilhment, and an incrcalc of the public 
burthens full two thirds, /. e. from twelve hundred thoufand 
pounds, to three millions four hundred eleven thoufand iix « 
hundred and ieventy-five pounds. 

I DO not know, my friend, whedier you are difpoied to 
be enievtained with my narration ; but, for my part, I am 

tired 
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tired with the fubjetl of public abufcs, therefore fliall ky 
down my pen, and endeavor to refresh my wearied Ipirics 
with fome work of ims^^ination, where govenuneat anfwen 
ittyoA end, wlm tfat fimem iie wiit aad wd 
the iubje^ happy and content. 

I am, ever» &c. 
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iiTTiii ii. A FTER paying me many clcgajit complimtati on tlic 
unaHe^ted flile of my narrative* which, you afl'urc me> 
conveys to you a very full idea of die temper of parties^ and., 
the humor of the times, you tell me, my dear friend, diat- 
the condttd of the partisans of liberty, if ^ere were any who 
deierve that appellation, was very reprehenfible, and that' 
they cannot ftand excufed to poHerity for not taking advan- 
tage of the perfonal averfion of the jucobites to limit the 
power of the ele^cd monarch, according to the ideas enter- 
tained at dus crifis by tho& who were the moft enlightened, 
of the party on the intercftingfobjeft of political fecuctty. 

THlt. 



Digitized by Google 



Revolution to the prefmt Time, 

This negled, 'till I had an opportunity of examining more 
minutely into the hiftory of thefe times, has, I own to you, 
my friend, been a matter of aftonifliment to me. 

Thc diflike, and even abhorrence, which the Jacobites 

conceived for a man who, according to their notions, had 
trampled oi% the facred right of fuccelljon, and ufurpcd the 
power of the Lord's Anointed would undoubtedly have led 
them tooppole the ambitious views of William; but the 
Jacobites, wbofe political errors flow entirely from reli^us 
bigotry, were but a fmall number in^comparifon to the tories, 
whofe corruptions primarily arifc from the badncis oi their 
hearts, and from thence infedt their underflanding. 

This political k& may juftly be termed idd worfliippers^ 
they make a deity of human power, and exped particular 

benefits for their fervile oitcrings. They look with ma- 
lignant eyes on democratical privileges, merely becaufe they 
affedt the happine& of fubjeds in general ; they grant power 
IP the Ibveretgn as mi&rs lend money, with the view of ille- 
gal inteitfti and willingly, fuhjeft diemfelves to the inib- 
lence of fuperiors, on the hope that they may have it in 
their power to return the infult on thofe whom they regard 
in the light of inferiors. 
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LiTTit lU All thi-. party, my iricnd, were, to a man, aguinft en- 
croaching on what thty termed the juA prerogative of the 
crown ; and it was for this reafon tb^ th^ were courted and 
trufted by the nicw King. 

If that decl.iratioii vvliiLh W'liliam fent to England before 
he came over, fays the exccUcnt Davenant, was the polar 
ftar by which oar ftate pilots wefc to ftcer dieircouriey it waa 
well known, that to keep the lame parliament fitting ib many 
years wat what had chieAy debauched the gentry of dtis king- 
dom, it was therefore that in the a^H: for declaring the rights 
and liberties of the fubjed, feme proviiion ihould have been 
made againft that evil for the future. 

Several miniiler«» who have betrayed dieir king and 
country, have gone on to die laft with impunity by parlia- 
ment's being quite kept off; but more have found fhclter for 
their crimes in houics which have held long together, and 
of which they have had the handling for many ieffions. 
Could men pretend to be pattiota, and not take care of fteu* 
ting that poft? could our freedom be any way certainly loft, 
but by laying aiide the ufe of parliaments, as was deiigned in 
^he reign of Charles the Firft; or by keeping them fo long 
fitting, till a majority of members ihould be under engage- 
ment with the court, as had almoft happened in the time t£ 

Charlea 
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Charles the Second? were we not both times upon the very 

brink of ruin, and in hazard of being no more a free people ? 
did it not therefore import that party, which had heretofore 

made fucli high profelTioiis of liberty, to provide that England 
might be no more threatened with the fame danger ? fliould 
not this have been a main article in our contrad with their 
Majefties upon their acceifion to the throne } 

If that party which once ibemed fo jealous of our rights 

had not abandoned all their old principles, they miglu have 
formed us a lailing cftablilhment, fuch as could not have been 
flsaken by domeftic rage or foreign powers but inftead of 
building on thefe foundations, and taking fuch meafures as- 
had rendered our proceedings fafe in their confequences, and 
not obnoxious to any ccnfure, fome perfons have given mani- 
feft proofs that they were aduatcd by no fdrt of principle, and 
that in their doings they were rathec fwayed by private inte- 
reft, revenge> ambition, and other appetites, than guided by 
any fenfe of the public good; for we had no iboner upon 
the throne a prince feared and reverenced abroad, and idolized 
bere, but fome perfons immediately forgot the caufe for 
which they called him over. 

8vcH, my friend, were the ientiments and obfervations- 
•f a cotemporary, of a man in reputation, with all parties for 
Vox. I. F political 



34 T^fir Hi^vry of Exgimd, Jrm the 

LiTTsa II. political wifdom and fagacity. However, it is aflerted by a 
modern author, that previous to the fettlement of die crown, 
the whigs made a ftrong efibrt in favour of public Kfacrly j 
that a committee was appointed by the lower houfe to draw 

up tjic cl.iima ui tiic lubjettj but that the party were ilopped 
in their career by a mcfl'age from William, to the following 
purport — That if they infilled on new limitations, he would 
leave them to the mercy of James.^-^This author taxes 
William with defign in the unpardonable negled of Ireland; 
and his allerttons on this head arc authorized by the follow- 
ing oblcrvations of Davcnant : 

The bufinefs of Ireland, at the b^inntng of the Revolu- 
tion, is a pregnant inftancc how much defigning men love a 
long war$ that kingdom might have been preiently reduced; 
the nation was difpirited j he who held the government was 

ready to give up the aiarks and cnfignsof hi> auihority, with 
theikengtii depending on it; they were llruck with a panic 
fear, and had readily fubmitted if, in any reafonable time, a 
imall force had been fent there. It was defired that a few 
troops might be carried over, to confirm and countenance, 
and to give our enemies a fair colour for purfuing thatcourle 
to which they were enough perfuadcd by their true intercft, 
though they could not modeftly acquiefce, unlefs fomething 
Jiad been done which m^ht fave appearances : but Ireland 

was 
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was for a long time flighted, and the natives were fuficred iwit it 

to gather into a formidable power ; that diverfion gave otir 
neighbouring kingdom opportunity to tukc breath, and time 
to recover from the fright and amazement which fo potent a 
league had brought upon them. 

This war ftood England in five millions one hundred and 
twenty-eight tfaoufand fix hundred and ieventy-two pounds » 
but if we come to reckon the burnings, wades, and depreda^ 

tioii, and the irreparable lofs of men, Englifli and Irilh, by 
ficknefs and in battle, and the Irifh damage redounding to 
us nt laft, it may be fafely affirmed, that we are the worfc 
for that war at leaft feven nuUions. 

BiFT a certun party of men were too bufy themlelves at 
home to mind the nation's foreign concerns; they were 

dividing the fpoil here ; they wcic hui tm- al ter place?;, and 
fliari ng among one another the dignities and offices of tlie 
ftate, which took up all their time, and employed all their 
care; befides, fuch an early coalition and union of the whole 
ftrength of the three iiingdoms, might have terrified France 
too foon, and taken away their hopes of a fucceeding war j 
which is the crop and barveft of defigning minifter8> the field 
in which they fatten, and a fpendthrifc to whom tbey are 
ftewards without account. 
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LsTTbi. n. Thus, my friend, reafons Davcnant, But notwithiland- 
ittg the military mifmaiia^meiit, or political knavety of 
William's condud, on his retura from his expedition to Ire* 
]and» he found the parliamoit as complying in the important 

bufincfs of fupply, as they had before flMwn ^emfelves in 

matters relating to prerogative. 

The debts of the crown, lays IMbcpherfon, fince William 
landed at Torbay, notwithflanding the great fnpplies received 
from parliament, amounted to two millions. More than five 
millions were voted in the prefent feffion for the (ervice of 

ihc ye.ir ; that lum, together with the (landing revenue, 
amounted to iix millions ; bcfides, a claufe of credit at icven 
per cent, was inierted in the land-tax bill, to anfwer atraor- 
dinary demands; and the whole was impoled on funds, which 
in die event produced a furplut of near eighty thoufand 
pounds. 

Nothing, in (hort, was omitted by the Commons which 
could ilrengthen the hands of the Kingj nor did he meet 
with any confiderable parliamcntaty oppofition to any of his 
meafures, however unpopular, till towards the end of his 
reign, and alter the people had paid above thirty millions for 
their deliverance from popery and ilavery. The immenfe 
Turns of monqr of which the nation was drained, united to a 

felfiOi 
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plan of power, Uttle calculated to iatisfy the liberal 
laews of patriotifiB^ co-operating with the ieversd difappoint- 
meats of to^vidudsy rendefcd all parties in a manner averie 

to William's government. 

Among the individuals who correfpondcd, and even en- 
tersd into engagements^ with the late King, are to be found 
tlie names of Sunderland, Godolphin, Halifax, Marlborough, 
Kullel, fcc. and almoft all dioie who had aded £txt and 
againft his government. 

Almost every year produced a conipiracy, which was the 
more dangeroos becaufe patronized by thofe who were at the 
head of William's council ; and indeed nothing but a ftrange 

concurrence of untoward accidents couldhavc prcvcntLd James 
from re-mounting that throne, which his perverfcncls and 
pudlanimi^ had alone cauied him to vacate. 

Thb nation in general groaned beneath die burthens undo* 
which they crouched} parliaments were ftigmatized, and but 

toojuftly, as partial, venal, and treacherous; till at length 
the Commons, roufed by tlie fpirit of an almoft univerfal 
discontent, in the year 1697 began to exert that power which 
die conftitution had vefted in them to check the dangerous 
ambition of their King. 

Whether 
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LiTTi* n. Whether William was ignorant on the I'ubjc^ of thole 
nice balances in the difierent powers of a mixed govemmcnt, 
which are neceflary to the prefervation of civil liberty ^ or 
whether, notwithllanding his declarations and pretenfions to 

the contrary, he was as fond of the idol power as his unfor- 
tunate predeceiTor, certain it is, my excellent friend, that an 
independent revenue, and a /landing army, were the two 
grand objeds of this patriotic hero's ambition; and the Ur- 
cility with which the crown had gain^ erery point from the 
parliament, encouraged the miniftry to attempt, at the con- 
clulion of the war, the full gratification of their maftcr's 
wilhes. 

In the ipeech from the dtrone> in which die King in* 
formed his parliament, that die war into which he had en^ 
tcrcd, by the advice of his people, was now terminated in its 

objett, an honourable peace : h.e expreffed his forrow, that 
his fubjedts could not find at firft that relief from the re- 
eftabiiihmentof the public tranquility, which either he could 
have wiihed or they have erpeded : the funds intended for 
the preceding year had failed; there was a debt on account 
of the fleet and the army; the revenues of the crown were 
anticipated for the public ulc, and, as hiiniclf, the King, 
faid, was wlioUy deflitute of means to fupport the civil liH, 
he trufbed that the parliament would provide for him during 

his 
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his life, in a imniwr fuitable to his honor and the dignity u. 
of his government. The increafe of the navy, he added, 
fince his acceflion to the crown, had proportionably aug- 
mented his charge ; the intereft and reputation of England 
rendered neceflary a great force at fea j the circumftances of 
affairs abroad were fuch, that England could not be fafe 

« 

without a land forces and for thefe obvious reafbns, he hoped, 
his faithful Lords and Omimons would not give the enemies 
of die nation an opportunity to eSc&f under the notion of a 

peace, what they could not accomplilh by a war. 

Im periods when focieties are die moft degenerated from 
die primitive virtue of dieir anceftors, it is not eafy to intro- 
duce fudden innovations which plainly threaten the ruin of 
the civil contHtutton : the Ring's fpeech was deemed impm- 

dcnt, nav, Inuighty and iufolent in its whole llraiii ; and the 
fame parliament, who through every fcffions had maintained 
an uninterrupted complaiiance to all the demands of the 
crown, now almoft unanimoufly lejeded thoie infidious pro* 
pofals, which vrould have ftripped diem of a great part of 
their confBtudonal power, and entirely have compleated dieir 
unpopularity \Mih the people: inftead of thofc enormous lup- 
plies, which had been yearly voted as foon as demanded, it 
was refolved in the lower houfe, that a fum not exceeding fix 
hundred thoufand pounds, to be xaifcd on the credit of the 

exchequer. 
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tiTTSR U. exchequer, fhould be transferred to the fupplics of the next 
fefllons of parliament^ and in the difcufHon of that port of 
the King's fpcech which related to a ibuiding army, it was 
rdblvod, widiout a divifioo, that all the land forces railed 
tince the twen^-ninth of September, 1680, ihould be paid 
and dilbanded. 

The firmneii of the Commons on this interefting occafion 
was, my friend, a thunderbolt to the King and the miniftiy* 

But in vain did William loudly complain of die ill treat- 
ment he had met with. His Jecretaiy, the Earl of Sunder- 
land, who was hated by one party for his tyrannical meafnres 

in the reign of the late King, and by the other for liis trea- 
chery to his mailer, gave up the fkals, and retired into the 
country. 

The Commons proceeded widi firmnefi to regokte the 
militiai to votea neceflarygnard for the feaj to grant afiun, 
not exceedh!^ feven hundred thoufimd pounds, for the fop- 
port of tlic civil lift} to pafsa bill againft corrdjjonding with 
the late King and his adherents ; and to reconcile the army 
to die projeded redu^oa, they ordered a gratui^ to die 
common foldiers, and half-pay to fiich officers as were nattr- 
ra]«-bom fobjedts of England, 

These 
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These were among the laft acts of a pL^rliament which in. Littm IL 
many in fiances had been jullly ceniured for trani'grefling the 
bounds of a prudent loyalty, and which had Hiewn very little 
moderation in the burthens thef had lain on the people* 

• 

An inflexible obftinacy in die pnrfuit of any favorite point 

is always fuppofed, my friend, to be crowned with fucccfs ; 
and this maxim way fo il;ridlly followed by William, that in 
his fpeech to the fuccccding parliament, he reiterated ail the 
reafons which he had lately given for the eftabliOiing a large 
ftanding force; and though he had been granted in the laft 
ieffions of the laft parliament two millions and 6ven hatt> 
dred thouiand pounds* for the purpofe of paying off arrears, 
he recdmmended to the Commons to make a farther progrefs 
in the endlefs bufinefs of diftharging the debts which he 
faid had been contracted in the war^ 

As William had formed iKlpes of finding a new parliament 
favorable to his viewsj he had evaded the eaeecution of the 

a£k pafled for the redodion of the army $ and this circum- 

flance, with the continuation of the military eflablifhments 
in Scotland and Ireland, and his freih demand for an increafe 
of their number in £nglandj incenfcd the lower houie to 
fiich a degree^ that, contrary to the ufual cuflom» they voted 
AO addrefi.. Seyen diouiand men were propoied as a fuffi.- 
VoL. I» G dent 
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LtTTta II. cient eftabliihment for guards and garrifons; a refolution 
pa0ed, that all the land forces in England, in Englifh pay, 
ibould be forthwith paid and disbanded; and alfo. ali the 
forces in Ireland, excepting twelve tbooiand, and diefe na- 
tural-bom fubjeds. In the firft enading clauie to the biU 
which followed theie refolutions, it was provided, diat the 
arntiy in England and Wales iliould, on or before the twcnty- 
fixdi of March, be difi>anded, except foch rqpiments, troopi. 
and companies, not exceeding leren tlioiifiHid men, as be> 
fore the firft day of die fame mondi, ihoold be pifticidariy 
exprefTed in a proclamation under the great leal ; and it was 
prolctutcd with fuch ardor, that it found a quick pafiage 
through both the houles. 

The firm parliamentaty oppofitton which William met with 
to his favorite meafure, together with the ctirrent of the public 

opinion, which ran very high againft a Aanding army, pro- 
duced alternate fits of refentmcnt nnd dcfpondcncy in the 
King's mind : it is reported, that he fometimes ferioufly de- 
termined to abandon the kingdom; and that a fpeech was 
prepared, in which he was to requeft of the two houies to 
name foch pcrfonsas'dicy ihould ditnfc fit to manage the go- 
vcnuiicnt. Thcfe wild refolutions, formed in the alternate 
fits of pafllon and delpair, the miniflry found no difficulty to 
overcome j and as the report of the intended abandonment 

neither 
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neither alarmed the fears of the people, nor foftened the firm- lettir 11. 
nefs of the parliament, WUliam refolved to comply, with a 
good grace, with what it would not have been in bis power long 
to have refified. In the Ipeech he made on the occafion, he 
told the two hotiies, that dieugh in the prefent ftate of af- 
fairs there appeared grcdt hazard iii difbanding To large a num- 
ber of troops, and though he might think himfelf unkindly 
treated, in being deprived of tbofe guar48 who had come 
alp^g widi him from Holland to die aid of England, and 
who had attended him in all the aAions in which he had 
been engaged, yet, convinced of the fatiX confequences which 
might arife from any jealouiies between him and his people,, 
he was refolved, for that.£eafor4 only, to give way to the bill.. 

As William in this ipeech ftrongly Infifted that the nation 
was leli too much expofed, an increafe of fifteen thoufand 
men were added to the cftablifhmcnt at kui but the Com- ' 
mons fo pertinacioufly adhered to their refolutions, in regard 
to the land iorces, that though the King, in a letter written 
with his pwn hand*^ <sande((9Bn4ed . to afliire them diat he 
' ihonld oqipilrae it into an.afi of great Icindnefi if, ont of coo- 
. fideittion to him» iboidd £nd means to continue the 
Dutch guards longer ia.his fervice, they refufed to iiileo to 
'his ibUcitatioa^ and tho qneftion being |Ntt for tihe lypninfr-^ 
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LiTTE» II. ment of a day for taking the King's mei&^ into confident 
tion» it was carried in the negative. 

When parliaments are not in a humor to gratify every 
requeil of the Sovereign, it is always hippofed to arifc from 
the want of popularity in his Camints. A change of mini- 
ftry took place before the next meetings but the oppofition 
WilUam bad met with did not ftop widi the mortifying cir- 
cumftanoe of fending away his Dutch guards. Seven com- 
miifioners had 1>een appointed by the laft parliament to en- 
quire into the ftate and grants of tlic forfeited cllatcs in Ire- 
land : a report of the enquiry was now called for j it appeared 
that three thou^uid nine hundred and twenty-one perfons had 
been outlawed fince the diirteendi of Februafy> 1689$ that 
all die lands belonging to the forfeited perlbns amounted to 
more than one million and fixty thoufand acres ; that the an- 
nual rent of thefc lands amounted to two hundred and eleven 
thoufaxid fix hundred and twenty- three pounds ; that fome 
of the lands had been reftored to the old proprietors by the 
articles of Limerick and Galloway, and others by » cornet 
feverffd of outlawries, and by royal pardons obtained fay die 
favorites of the King; that jlixty-five grants and cuftodiams 
iiad palTed the great feal of Ireland ; and that the moft con- 
iiderable of tbeie grants had been made to perfons born in 

foreign 
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foreiga countries* who haA been all dignified widi peoages uttm n. 
in one or other of the two kingdoms. 

After the examination of this report, it wasrefolved una- 
ntmouflyy that a bill ihould be brought in to apply all forfei- 
tures from die diirteenth of February, x689« to die u& of 
the public ; and adaule was ordered to be inferted for zxeSt- 
ing a Judicature for determining claims touching the laid 
forfeiture^. I'o iccuic the fuccefs of the bill of relumptiuii, 
it was called a bill of fupply; it was tacked to that of the 
grants of the year ; and the money to be raifed by the iale 
of the lands was appropriated to the diicharge of the tian^xirt 
debtSj the arrears of officers, the fums due for doathing, the 
intereft upon tallies, orders, and eicchequer bills. 

In the King's anfwer to the addrefs of the Commons on • 
thefe refolutions, after having jullified himfelf for ihewing 
imoT to fuch as he faid had ferved him well, he endeavored 
to difliiade them from their refolution paying the debts of 
the nation by the method of refumpdon. This was fi> 
highly refented by the Commons, that diey pafled a relbltt- 
don, that whoever hadadviled the anfwer to their addrefs, had 
ufed the utmofl endeavor to create a mifundcrftanding and 
jealoufy between the Xing and his people; and meeting great 
oppf^don in the houfe of Lords, th^ threatened an impeach- 
ment 
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LtTTER ir. ment of the two court favorites, the Earls of Portland and 
Albemarle, and refoived to addrefs the King that no perfon, 
not a native of his dominionit, except Prince George of Den- 
mark, ihould be admitted to bis couneila taAnet ta England 
or Ireland. William finding tbat the Io«rer hoa& ms de- 
termined to purfue, if neceflary, harfli means to force htm 
into a compliance, gave up the point in contention, and fent 
a private meii'age to his friends among the Lords, to fufpend 
their oppofitton ; the bill was immediately paffed without 
amendment; and Willtam, coming fuddenly into the houle, 
gave bis aflent to Ihe ad, and prorogued the parliament ^th- 
oat any fpcech from the throne. 

This refradory aHlmbly was diflblvcd before the end of 
the year; and previous to tlie meeting of a new parliament. 
Lord Somers (who, though an excellent chancellor, was 
inuch diiliiced by tbe tories) was difmifled from his office. 

This great &crifice did not produce the end Ibr which it 
tras made. 

'It is true, the beginning of die leffions carried a ftvorsble 

afpe€t ; the Commons addrefTed the King, to allure him tliat 
they would fupport his government, and take fuch effc<ilual 
'iftfetbodt^ as mi^ht beft< conduce to the inteieft and ftfety of 
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Bofl^d, the prdsnatioD of the piotetot rdigiQiib 1^ x«frfa 
pcaoe of Europe. 

On the queiUon relating to the fucceflion, which was 
brought on by the death of the Duke of Glouccfter* only ion 
ID ikkc Pcinceis Anne, the condu& of the par^, though not 
cmcAy, mt covftjtntiooil, end «gneible to the principlei 
dF troe policy. The firft relblation which pafled on die 
queftioa was ^ fUlowhig : That to preierve the peace and 
happincis of ihe kingdom, and to fecurc the eflablilhed reli> 
gion, there was an abfolute necelllty for making a fre£h dc- 
dftcatioa .of the limitation of the crown in the proteflaat 
Itioccffion; and that provifion Should be made for the iecurity 
of iIk ni^htt.aad libertiea of the fubjeft. And in the com- 
Wttee 0f the vhole houie it wis fuithec feiblved : 

That aH affidn with r^ard to government, cognifable ij» 
the privy council, ihould be traniadted there, and ftgoed.by 
the members : 

That no peribn «dMtibever» not a native of*£ii0ip4 
Seothnd* or Ifdand, or domintoiia bdongtng to thele king- 
dontt.or who.wns.oQftrhocaof EagtiOi.paBenta bejpood the 
ieas, fhould be capable of receiving any grant £min the crown 
or odiccs under the KLiog : 

That 
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LiTTEa ir. That in liie event of the crown's defccnding, or being 

transferred to a foreigner, the Englifli nation fliould not be 
obliged, without the confentof parliament, to enter into any 
war for the defence of territories not depending on the crown <^ 
England ; that who&ever fliould coiiLe to the pofleflion of the 
crown, fliould join in communion with the church of Eng- 
hnd ; that no pardon fliould he pleadable to any impeach- 
ment of parliament J that no perfon wlio fhould hereafter 
come to the crown ftiould go out of the dominions of Eng- 
Iand« Scotland, or Ireland, without the confent of parliament; 
that no perfon who fliould pofiefs an office under the King, or 
receive a penfion from the crown, fliouid 'be capable of Ir- 
ving in the houle of Commons $ that the commiffions of the 
Judges fliould be rendered permanent, and their falariea afeer^ 
cdned' and eftabUflied % that the Princeft Sophia, Dnchefi 
Dowager of Hanover, iJiujld be cccLicu iiext in fucceflion 
to tlic crown of England, after the reigning King, the Prin- 
cefs of Demnaric, and the heirs of their rcfpaSivc bodies j 
that the farther limitation of the crown fliould be reibrided 
to the I^inceis Sophia, and the heira of her body, being 
pcoteftants^ , 

* After the Commons had dius forwarded the important 

bufinefs of the fucceffion, they took into coniidcration the 
condttd of the crown with regard to foreign powers. On 

the 
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the opening the fcfllons, they had addrcfled the King to lay Lbttbk li. 
. before them all the treaties he bad concluded with any fo- 
reign prince Or Aate fince the laft war; and when they had 
received the anfwer to dieir general addrefs, they demanded 
the treaty between England and the States, figned on the 
third of March, 1677^ together with all the renewals of the 
treaties fince that period. 

On the concluiion of the laft peace, William had entered 
into a treaty with the court of France for the diviHon of the 
Spaniih dominions on the dcceaie of the Sovereign. Among 
the competitors to diat crown, die Dauphin, who had mar- 
ried die King of Spain's daughter, was to poflefs in Italy the * 
kingdoms of Naples and Sicily, the ports on the I'ulcan 
ihorc, and the marquifate of Final, with all the Spaniih ter- v 
ritories on the French fide of the Pyreni^es; Spain was to pofleft 
the Indies J die ibveccignty of the Netherlands was allotted 
to the Eledoral Prince of Bavaria ; and the dukedom of 
Milan for the Arch-Duke Charles, the Emperor's fccond fon. 
The Electoral Prince of Bavaria dying, a new partition trea^ 
took place 1 the Arch-Dtike Charles was placed in die room 
of the Eledoral Prince of Bavaria, as heir of the kingdoms 
of Spain and the Indies ; Naples, Sicily, the marquifate of 
Final, the iflands on the Italian ihore, and the province of 
Guipai'coe, were to fall to the Ihare of the Dauphin, together 

Vol. I. H with 



liTTEK II. with tlie duchies of Lorrain and Bar, which their native 
Prince was appointed to exchange for the duchy of Milan. 
The cbtttrading powers mutuaUy engaged to keep the treaty 
a profound fecret, during the King ^ Spain's life-j but dio' 
the negociation was only conunitted to a few individuals^ it 
was foon laid open to the world j die SpaniOi embafliulor at 
the Hague fcnt intelligence by a courier to Madrid \ the 
court of Spain took the alarm; the Marquis de Canailcs was 
ordered to reprefent in England his mailer's high di^leafure 
at the indignity offered to himfdf and his crown; he pre- 
iented to die lords of the regency (for William was at this 
period in Holhuid, where he ipent all his leifure time, to the 
great difpleafure of die whole EngliHi nation) a memorial, 

in very warm terms, and which concluded with an aiiuraiicc, 
that the King of Spain would render manifeft to the par- 
liament uf England, when that ailembly ihould meet, the 
juil refentment which he« Canailes» now expreiTed to their 
Lordlhips. 

WiLLiAM^s refentmetit was roufed on the receipt of the 

memorial ; he ordered lii^ ivLicUry to lignify to the Spanifli 
embafl'ador, that he muft depart the icingdom prccifely ia 
eighteen days j that in the mean time he muft confine him- 
felf to his houfe, and that no writings ihould be received*, 
either from himlelf or any of his domefttcs. In return foi^ 

- die 
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l^iodignity, the Eoglifh embafTador was treated iivthe fame Lrrrsit 
manner by dus court of Madrid. The trea^, however, went 
dn'i but the contraAing powers were baffled in die execution 
bf the wife condftA of die King of Spain, who, to prevent 

the divifion of the empire, nominated by will the Duke of 
Anjou, the fccond fon of the Dauphin, his fiicceflbr in all 
his dominions. In the fame teibmcntary att, the right of 
Anne of Auftda» atut to the Xing of; Spain, and mother to 
the French King i and the right of the fifter of the King 
of Spain, and mother to the Dauphin, were acknowledged: 
but to prevent an alarm in Europe at the union of fuch tx- 
tenfive dominions, the Dauphin's fccond fon, it was faid, was 
called to the throne of Spain ; and until this Prince fhould 
arrnns at Madrid, and attain the age of twenty-one, a council 
of r^ncy^ with die (^eeii at dietr head, were nominated 
for the adminiftrataon of affiurs. 

Though in the partition which had been made by the 
coatrvSting powers, it was obvious, that the ambition of thp 
King of Franco w^s more fully gratified by the large exten- 
fion of his own dominions than by die nomination hii^ 
ipraadfbn, the Duke of Anjou j yet;, fore&eing diaC a wan^ 
which be was by no means in a litoation to fupport» muft be 
the inevitable coiiicquciicc ol adhering to the treaty, (for the 
courier which, on the demife of the King of Spain, brought 

H 2 the 
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LiTTia n. the will to France^ had been ordered, in c.ifc of a refufal, 
to proceed to Vienna with a tender of the tlironc to the Arch- 
Duke) Lewis wifely dropped his pretenfioa8» and adhered to 
die letter of the King of Spain's will. 

Nbithbr the Emperor, the King of England, nor die 
States of the United Provinces, were at this time in a fitna- 

tion to refent the bi cacli iiiadc by Lewis on the treaty of par- 
tition, which was juftly regarded by the parliament as dan- 
gerous and prejudicial to the intercfl: of Great-Britain. In 
dieir addrefs to the throne, after a full earamination of die 
treaties, th^ complained diat the laft had been huddled up 
without being laid before the parliament, diough dien a£bi« 
ally fitting, and even without being confidered in council. 
The ccllion, they faid, of Sicily, Naples, fcvcral ports in the 
Mediterranean, the province of Guipafcoe, and the duchy 
of Lorrain, as ftipulated iii favor of France, was contrary to 
die pretence of the treaty, namely, die peace and £dety <^ 
Europe: di^ infinuated, that the treaty had probably been 
the caufe of the will in favor of the Duke of Anjou, and re- 
queued his Majefly to require and admit in all matters of 
importance the advice of his natural-born fubje<^s, and for 
that purpofe to conftitate a council, to whom all foch foreign 
and domeftic afiairs might be referred. 

William's 
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William's great object at this period j\-as to prefcrvc the litts* 11. 
barrier in Flanders in the hands of the Dutch, and to prevent 
the Netherlands from being annexed to the crown of France: 
it was for thele reafont diat he determined, when favorable 
circumftances (hould arife, to quarre] with France, for de-> 
parting from the (econd partition treaty : it was on theie reai- 
ions that die laft parliament, whofe compliance to the vma- 
fures of a war the King much doubted, had been abruptly 
diiTolved : it was on thefe reafons that William, to cajole tiic 
prefent aflembly, had filled the vacant offices with ieveral of 
the high-church parr^: and it was on thefe reafons diat, 
fmotfaering his lefentment, he ihewed no fymptoms of dif- 
pleafure at the conduA of the two houfes, but plainly com- 
municated to them all hi6 lurcigii iicgociationb, and at the 
fame time inAnuatcd, that they were inefiedual, and near 
their end. 

Tmb pemiciotis cuftom of bribery in eledions, which be- 
gan at the latter end of the reign of Charles the Second, and 
which had increafed with a rapid progrcfs fincc the revolu- 
tion, began now to be generally pradtifed: tories and whijjs, 
placemen and patriots, in defiance of law, juAice, and com- 
mon decency, openly and avowedly out-bid each other, and 
bought votes as men would buy cattle in a common market. 
In the decifion on undue dedions, the tories, who were die 

majority. 



Digitized by Google 



54 Bi/hfy ff England^ Jrm tht 

tETTiMi II. majority, ftreni^thened thcmfclves by confirming their own 
pskfty and rejcdUng Uie whigs. 

Ukiucxily for William, both tories and jacobites, with 
jdifierent views and on difierent reafons, had alws^ been 
againft involving the nation in the di^tes between the (eve* 

ral princes on the European continent; and it was at this 
time confidcred, by thofc who loved and who undcrftood tiic 
interell of their country, as a meafure purfued more with ^ 
view to iecure the fevea United Provinces, than at neceflaiy 
for the lecuri^ or the aggrandiiement of GrBtt-Brittun* 

In this temper ;\nd Jirpofition of parries the Commons 
turned a deaf ear to all the King's inlinuations, that nego* 
ciations were at an end ; and requefted his Majcfty to cany 
them on in concert with the States-General, at the fame time 
that di«7 promiied effeftoally to enable him to fupport the 
treaty concluded with die United Provinces in iJie year fiic- 
teen hundred and ftventy-feven : nor did they ftop here; but 
ordered an impeachmciit agai;ill the Marquis of Halifax, 
thc.Barl of Portland, and the Lord Sumcrs, for the hand they 
bad in the partition treaty ; for fumilhing Kidd> a pirate, 
with ii>me<»f the reyal fllipss and they adiivefled the King to 
remove them> from his prefence and councils for ever. 

As 
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As the Earl of Portland and the Lord Somcrs were among Lett»i ii. 
the leaders of the whigs, the whole party took the alarm, 
aad by cabals ia the upper iwufe, with the influence of the 
cour^ dtqrpradttoedaGOttateraddfeTs&ointlieLonts. 

The difputes between whig and toiy were not confined fo 

the two houfes , lIic former not only attempted to i c Icindlc 
in the minds of the people the dcfire of war, but end^vored 
to incenic them ;^gainit their repre^tatives. 

W« ATBVBii wese die views, the principle*, or the preju- 
dices, whidi aftnated the oonduft of the majority in tha 
•Jower lioiife, it is certain diat they enlarged the conftitationfll 

lecurities for the liberties of the fubjcdl by their limitations 
in the ad of fettlement: it i« certain, they defeated the views, 
of the popifh line by fixing the crown in the proteAant fuc- 
fieffi(»i : and it i« as certain, that th^ were the only parlia- 
ment fince the Revolution who had prefermi the rules of 
iBConomy, or even of decency, in the grants made AUt.oC 
iibt pttries of their coiiftitiie&ts» 

That the omnipotent Difpofcr and Dircdor of all human, 
adions atul events produces good out of evil, and often rcn* 
ders the prejudices and vicious affections of his creatures in^ 
AnuncQCfll to public and private happineft^ as a maxim, mf 

excellent 
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Letter II. excellent friend, no lefs common than it is true. In this 
fciilc all the enlightened lovers of their country muft have 
conlidered the condoA of the parliament : in this fenfe thejr* 
undoubtedly, gratefully accepted die ofiered bleffiog; and 
left it to the iame omnipotent Ruler to judge of the merit of 
dieir benefiidon. 

Such, my friend, was not the conduct of the populace: 
by the iniinuation of the whigs, that it was merely an at- 
tachment to a fyftem of arbitrary power which provoked the 
Commons to oppoiie the meafures of the court, and to treat 
with roughnefs the King and hia miniftry, they rouled ft 
great part of the nation to a conduct as wild and unjuftifiable 
as it was erroneous and mifchievous. 

A PETITION, in the name of the gentlemen and freeholders 
of Kent, was prefented to the lower houie; and though the. 
natbn had contrafled a large debt, on account of the long 
war lately fuflained againft France, yet the purport of the 
petition was, the granting the King fupplies to enable him to 
engage m another war ; but the Commons were lb far Irom 
entering into the rcafonablencrs of the requeft, or counte- 
nancing the manner in which it was made, that they voted 
die petition fcandalous, iniblent, and feditious, tending to de* 
Aroy die Gcmftittttion of parliament, and to fubvert the efta- 

Uilbed 
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blilhed government : the petCons who presented the petition 
were delivered over to the coftody of t ferjeant at armsi and 
npon a fuipicion of an intended reicue» were committed to 
die Gatehoufe. 

Violent meafurcs always add fuel to the fire of oppo- 
fitlon. The imprifonment of the petitioners drew on the 
Commons frefh infults and mortification : a Ubel, fubfcribed 
Legion, was tranfmitted to the (peaker> in which die Com- 
mons were charged with tyranny to the fuhje<a:, and ttiidutt- 
fulncls towards the Kin^ : tlic Coiiiaiuiii. 1c;il up a jjCLiuou 
to the throne, in wliich they complained of the endeavors 
which had been made to raife tumults among the people, 
and in which the King was requefted to provide efie^ually* 
by the eicad execution of the laws^ for the peace and fecu- 
rityof the kingdom* 

Had the two hoiifes been united in one plan of oppofition, 
they might have fet at defiance the Icnfclefs clamors of the 
populace i but the court party were fucceisful in gaining a 
majority among the Lords. 

The Commons, according to the conftitutional rule in 
impeachments, infilled that the Peers whom they had im- 
peached ihould abiUin from voting in the upper houie^ and 

Vol. I* I that 
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LiTTSR n. that .1 coinmittcc from each of the houlls fhould meet, to 
atljuri: the time, n^.:inner, and order \\\ the intended tri.d>. 
The Lords rcfufcd to coinply with the demand ; they ai-_ 
ierted, that as the fole right of Judicature was in themrdves, 
they had al£) the fole right to appoint the time> manner, and 
order of ail trials in impeachments. Two months pafled in 
altercation; at length the Lords :.ppointcd a day for the trial. 
Tlie Commons, to prclcrvc the digiuty ol their houfe, rcfuled 
to appear j and, conlc<^uenily» the tliree impeached noble> 
men were acquitted. 

William, it muft be iuppofed, highly enjoyed the con< 
teft ; yet, my friend, he had the prudence to obierve a pro- 

found filencc during the whole dilpute. The parliament w.is 
prorogued on the twenty-fourth oF June, 1701; ;ind he parted 
in fceming t;ood humor witli an afTcmbly, who liad thwarted 
him in his favorite ineafure, of drawing England in as a party 
in the broils on the Continent, who had feverely arraigned 
his government, who had fent up impeachments againft three 
of his favorite fervants, and who; for this reafon, he was de- 
termined never to meet a^un. 

Thottgh loaded \vith much opprobrious abufe from a great 
part of their confHtuents, yet the general condu^ of this par- 
iiament was undoubtedly calculated to ptevent die nation 

from 
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from being again engaged as a principal iji the ruinous mca- Letts* If, 
Ture of a continental war ; they exhibited marks, it is true» 
ilrong marks of party prejudice, in the fingling out for im^ 
peachment two of the whig leaders among the miniftiy* 
vhilft others* of dieir own fadion* were equally culpable; 
yet the meafure of rendering thofe individuals reijwnfible, 
who aded as inftraments in tranfadtions found to be deftruc- 
live of the public we.iltli, is perfectly coiiilitutional, and a 
very neceiTary check to the abufc of the prerogatives vefted ia 
the crown. 

William had often found advantages from party animo- 
fity; his condud on the prefent occafion does great honor 
to his political talents ; as he feemed equally indifferent to 
whig and tor)', he gaiiicd an influence over both ; the tones 
were now convinced that they could carry no iniportant point 
againft the court $ and the whole whig fadion» in a fimilar 
fituation, had often experienced the &me importance of 
power i and the rage of the two parties againft each odier 
was heightened from a circumfbuice which, agreeable to the 
dilates of wifdom, ought to have had a different effcdl. The 
gaining the Sovereign was the objedl now equally purfucd 
by whig and tory ; but to the fliamc of the whigs it niurt be 
coofeiTed, that in this conteft they departed more widely 
from principle than their opponents. 

I 2 Tait 
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l^TTtx n. This ftatc of parties convinced William that lie had little 
to apprehend from that averfioa which the Commons had 
Ihewcd to the entering into anf foreign treaties, which tended 
to difturb the peace of die empire. The parliament was no 
fo<mer prorogued, than he returned to hit beloved retirement 
at Loo, in Holland ; and in this place, where he had carried 
on all his fchemes relative to the prefervation of his country- 
nicn, and the humbling the French King, he entered into a 
treaty with the Emperor and tlie States-General : the end of 
this treaty (which was termed the triple, and fometimcs the 
grand alliance) was the recovery of Flanders as a barrier for 
Holland, and the duchy of Milan as a fecurity for the Em- 
peror i but in fi>me meafure to reconcile the people of Eng- 
land to the vaft expence they were about to incur for the 
emolument of others, it was ftipulated, that the King of 
En^hind and tlic Slates-General might retain for thcmfclves 
whatever lands and cities their arms fliould conquer in both 
the Indies. 

Among the lucky incidents which from his birth had at- 
t«)ded Wilttam, there was none which more opportunely 
co-operated with the defign in hand than the unexpected 

death of the Lite King, and the impolitic conduft of the court 
of France on this event. Either exafperated with the treaty 
made and concluded atLoo« or in hopes to awe William into 
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Mrms ^ accommodation, Lewis nUhly and unadvifedly ]»o-> urrn a. 
miTcd hia dying friend* that his demife fliould be followed 
with the open acknowledgment of his fon as heir of all the 
Britiih dominions j tliougli, in the laft agonies, James lifted 

himlclf up ill the bed, tu thank liU bciii-f.nftor lor tliit. unex- 
posed favor, he died, it is faid« in a tranrport of joy, and 
the yonng Prince was folemnly proclaimed Sovereign of all 
die dominions belonging to the crown of Great-Britain. 

The court party in England, and indeed all the whigs, 
did not fail to reprcfent this, as it really was, a frelh ii^fult 

on the independent liberty of the English nation i the prefs 
teemed with opprohrions abufe of the honfe of Commons, 
who were ftigmatized as perfonal enemies to the King, and 
inveterate oppolers cf all fyAems of liberty. The people 
now grew as clamorous for war as they had been before for 
peace : the reflections of the thinking few were drowned in 
the public voice, which breathed fentiments of loyalty to the 
King, and refentment againft the court of France. Addrefles 
of the moft fulfome kind were tranfmitted to Holland; and 
William, in gracious conformity to die wiihes of his people, 
haftened over to chafttfe the oflfending parliament by a diflb- 
lutlon, and to meet an afilinbly whom he had realon to think 
would ad on a 'very different principle. 

In 
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LirrtR n. In liic rcjedlion of Sir Thomas Littleton, nominated by 
the whigs, and the choice of Harley, of the tory party, to be 
ipeaker, it app^ffs, diat the tory intereft ftill prevailed in the 
new parliament. Some writers aver» that the whigs obtained 
die viAory over their opponents, and that they obtained it 
by fuch open and avowed corruption* that, had not die peo- 
ple been fo univerfally venal and profligate that no fcnft of 
iliaaic remained, the vidtors mull have blulhed for their 
fuccefs. 

A con JVNCTVRE of Opinions and ciitmmftances fi) favor- 
able to his views, was not looked over by the King in his 
ipeech to the two houses ;^ he expadated on the indignity o^ 
fered by the court of France, to himfelf and the whole king- 
dom, in acknowledging the pretended Prince of Wales as 
King of England j he earneftly rccommeaded to the parlia-> 
ment, to confider what farther effectual means might be ufed 
to fecare the fucceffion of die crown in the proteftant line} 
he aflerted, diac the French King, by fetdng bis gntndibn 
on the throne, had fumifhed himfelf with the means of op- 
prclTing all Europe ; he enlarged on what England had to 
fear from the power of the houfe of Bourbon ; and he in- 
formed the two houfcs, that, to obviate the general calamity 
which threatened Chriftendom, he had concluded ieveral s4' 
liances, according to the encouragement; which had been 

given 
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given him by tiae laft parliament; he observed, that die eyes ittTim 11. 

of all Europe were fixed on the delihLTations of the prcfent 
aflcmbly ; and that matters of the higheil importance were 
at a ftand» till their refolutions (hould be known : they had 
now an opportunity he fatd, to fecure for themfelves, and 
for their poftcrit^» the quiet enjoyment of their religion and 
liberty; an opportunity which, if they fhould negled» .they 
had no rea£>n to hope for another. 

On thcfc reafons, he demanded fupplics fur a great ftrcngth 
at iea, and a force at land, proportionable to that of their 
allies j he pre0ed the Commons to fupport the public ere* 
dit, which could not be prelerved without keeping facred 
diat maxim, that thoie who tnift to a parliament fecurity (hall 
never be lofers : he afierted, that he never aflied aids from hi« 
people without regret; that what lie now dcilrcd was for their 
own fafety and honor: he promifcd, that their grants lliould 
be folely appropriated to the purpofes for which they were 
intended j and, if defired* the accounts ihould be yearly fub- 
mitted to the infpeflion of parliament : he earneftly recom- 
mended diipatch in die bufinefs of fapplies % together widi 
good bills for employing the poor, encouraging trade, and 
ilipprclTing vice: he was filled, he faid, with a plcafing hope 
that they WCTC comc together determined to avoid diiputes 
and difierenees, and to a6t with a hearty cbncorrence for prO)- 

moting 
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i.£iTtB.ii. mntln^ the cojjimon cauJe: lie (hould tliink it as great a 
biciling eould bcfal the people of Knglarui, if ihcy were us 
much inclined to lay alide thofe J^tal animolitks which di- 
vided and weakeDcd them, as he was difpofed to make all hia 
fttbjeds iafe and eafy : as to any, even the higheft, oifencei 
committed ag .iiifl his own perfbn, he conjured them to A\C- 
appoint their enemies hy their u.nanimity : faid, he was dcll- 
rous to he the coniinoii lather of all his people ; repeated his 
v.iihc:s tliJt they would lay afidc parties and divilions, fo a:i 
that no diiUnd^ions fliould he heard amongfl- them, hut of 
thofe who were friends to the proteAant religion and prefenc 
eftablUhment, and of thoie who wi/hed for a popi^ Prince 
and a French government; and concluded his ipeech by af- 
firming, that if they did in good earneft defire to iee England 
hold the balar.cc of Europe, and be at the head of tlio pro- 
teitant iiitcrell, it would appear by tlitir iaiproving die pre- 
ient opportuuity. 

Tkk artful htfangue, which does fo much honor to Wil- 
liam's undtrftaading, as it flattered the current of popular 
inclination, which at diis time ran high, for humbling die 

pride and difappointing the ambition of the French King; as 
it particularly flattered the whigs, in breathing thofe fcnti- 
ments of liberty which, they pretended, were the aduadng 
principles of their parQr; «s it fectmimcaded to die two 

liou&s 
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houies the pafling of bills founded on the principles of hu- littkh ir. 
inanity and good policy $ and as the royal fytaket afieded to 
be (blely influenced by tender fentiments of parental regard 

for his people, fo often pretended, and fo feldom felt by 
Kings, it was received with univerlal applauic i and was fo 
greatly admired by the whigs, that they printed it, with de- 
corations, in cbe Englilb* French^ and Dutch languages; 
diey placed it as a piece of rare furniture in dieir houfes, and 
called it the King's lail legacy to his own and to atlproCnftanC 
people. 

» 

William now, for the 6rft tune» placed his whole con- 
fidence in the whigs. Sir Charles Hedges was dilmiffed 
from die office of fecretary of ftate, and the Lord Godolpthdui 
from die treafury; they were fucceeded by the Earls of Man* 
cheiler and Carlille. 

Ths whigs were now animated with the dc^e of ihewing 
the King» that the'pariy were not infeniible to royal £ivor» 
and the advantages he might expeft fitmi placing power in 
their hands: And 

The tories were difmaycd with the pupular odium thiCy 
had incurred by their condu(3; in the lad parliament* 
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tiTim, II. In this temper of parties, it is no wotidcf the court 
meai'ures were unanimouily adopted by die two houies. 

Th£ Lords prefented a warm and affedionate addreis ; in 
wkich they exprefled their re&ntment of the proceedings of 
the French King, in owning the pretended Prince of Wales 

for King of England ; and in wliich they aiTurcd his Miijerty, 
tliey would aiiiil him, to the utmofl of their power, againft 
all his enemies % and when it Ihould pleafe God to deprive 
them of his Majefty s protedion, that they would vigorouily 
aflift and defend, againft the pretended Prince of Wales and 
all other pretenders whatfocvcr, t\ cry pcrfon and perfbns who 
had right to fiiccecd to the crown of England, by virtue 
of the of parliamcnc for eilabliiliing and limiting the 
AicceHion. 

Tub Commons followed the example of the Lords, who, 
to come more clo£:ly to the point, fent ap another address, 
in which they ftigniatized the French monarch as a violater 

of treaties j declared their opinion, that his Maiefty, his fub- 
jedts, and allies, could never be lafc and fccure, until the 
houfe of Anftria fliouid be rellored to their rights, and the 
invader of theSpaniih monarchy brought to reafbn; m which 
they afltired the King, that no time ihould be loft, nor any 
fSbmg wanting on their parts, which might anfwer the rea* 
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fixiable expe^tions of their friendt abroad, not doubting but umt n. 
to fupport the reputation of die EngliOi name, engaged un- 
der fo great a Prince, in the glorious caiii'c of vindicating the 
liberty of Europe. 

Whbn the copies of the treaties and conventions were laid 
before die Commons, they met with univerfal approbation. 

A large fupply, without one diflenting voice, was immedi- 
ately voted: the throne was addrcfled, that no. peace fl^.ould 
be concluded with France, till reparation ihould be made to 
the King and the nation, for his owning and declaring the 
pretmded Prince of Wales, King of England. This addreifs 
was followed with a bill for the attainder of the pretended 
Prince of Wales; nnd another for the further fccurity of his 
Majedy's perfon, and the fucceillon of the crown in the pro- 
tcllantline. 

In the treaty of peace which William had concluded with 

the French King, he had bound hirofelf to the payment of 
fifty thoufand pounds a year, for the fupport of James's 
Q^een, on the pretence that Lewis had not complied with a 
fecret article in die treaty, relpeding die removal of the late 
King to Sc. Gendain's; the annuity was never paid j and now 
die Lords, in die heat of dietr «ea], pafled a bill for die at- 
tainder of this unfortunate Princcfs : it was, however, neg- 
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LtTTtR 11. lefted hj the lower houfe, where 'the tory party, in exerting 

all their ilrcru'tl), carried the rcicdlion of w hill for ahjurinj* 
the pretended Frmce of Wales, and Iwearing to the King and 
his heirs, by the title of rightful and lawful King. Another 
bill of abjttraitiooy which included an obligation to maintain 
the government in King» Lords, and Commons, and to 
maintain the church of England, togedier with a toleration 
* for difl'enters, and which was to be obligatory on all pcrfons 
who enjoyed employments in the thurcli and llate, was car- 
ried by the majori^ of one voice only. 

The bill met with the iame oppofition fnnn the toriea io 
the upper houfe as it had met with from the Commons; and 
when, after long debates, it had with difficulty pafl'cd, ten 

Lordi. entered a protcil againft it, as an unneceiiary and Icvcrc 
iinpolition. 

TuLS was not the only ftruggle which, during this feilion^ 
was made by the party: they complained of the petitions 
and addrefles which had reflected on the proceedings of the 
laft houie of Commons, and particularly of the Kentiih pe- 
tition ; and they complained lliat the Lordi had denied the 
Commons juftice in the matter of the late impeachments. 
Warm debates cnfucd j it was, however, carried by a fmalj. 
majority, that juAice had not been denied; and it was de« 
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termiiied to be the undoubted right of the people of Eng* 
landj to petition or «ddrefs the King, for the calling, fitting, 
or diilblving of parliaments, and for the redrefling of grie- 
vances; and that every fubje<ft under any accufauon, either 
by impeachment or otherwife, had a right to be brought 
to a fpeedy trial. 

In the cafe of a controverted de^ion at Maidftone, between 
Blifle and Culpepper, both parties, forgetting for a time their 

animolity, joined to afll-rt the authority and defend the pri- 
vileges of the houfe : it was refolved, that Culpepper had 
teen not only guilty of corrupt, fcandalous, and indire^ 
pradices, in endeavoring to procure Mmfelf to be elected a 
burgefs, but likewile being one of the inftruments in pro- 
moting and prefcnting the fcandalous, infoknt, and kditious 
petition, commonly called the Kcntifh petition, to the lartr 
houfe of Commons, was guiky of promoting a fcandalous, 
villaiootts, and groundlefs reflexion upon that houfe, by 
afperfing the members with receiving French money, or 
being in the intereft of France. It was ordered that Cul- 
pepper, for this ofience, Ihould be committed to Newgate,. 
«nd. be profecnted by the attorney-general. 

It was alfo refolved, that to affcrt that the houfe of Com- 
mons is not the only reprefentative of the Commons of £ng- 
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Lirrim IL land, tends to the fubverfion of the rights and privileges of 
the houfc of Commons, and the fundamental conilitution 
of the government of this kingdom : 

That to a/Tert that the houfe of Commons have no power 
of commitment, but of their own membersi tends to die 
fnbverfion of the conlUtation of the houie of Commons : 

That to print or publifli any books or libels refleding on 
the proceedings of the houfe of Commons, or any members 
thereof, for or relating to his fervicc therein, is a high vio- 
lation of the rights and privileges of the houfe of Commons. 

Whilst the Commons were thus vindicating their au- 
thority, from the inroads of popular refentmcnt, and the 
tories making feeble efforts to defend their conduct, and juf- 
tify their principles, the bulincfs of the court went on with- 
out interruption. It was refolved, that the proportion of 
land forees« to ad in conjundion with the allies, ihould be 
forty tfaoufand men; and forty thou&nd feamen virere voted 
to be maintained for the fervice of the enfuing year. 

William, after long ftrugglcs, had now gained a cora- 
plcat victory over the weakncfs and the wickcdncfsof fadion j 
htttj like hit predeceflor, Charles the Second* he was fnatched 
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tway by the unrelenting arm of death, in the hour of tri- Xrrrxt. XL 
umph and fucceis. His health, it is faid, had been decli* 
niog for ahove a year; a circumftance which, inftead of 
abating his ardor for war, occafioned him to redouble his " 
efforts to engage England beyond the power of a retreat. 

To prevent any interruption to the conchifion of flic grand 
alliance, all intelligence of his real Htuatiun was carefully 
concealed from the people, and report of his recovery induf- 
triouily fpread j though in a weak and languifliing Aate, hi 
ftill continued the direrfion of hunting, and in this exercife 
got a fall from his horfe, by which he broke his collar bone, 
and by which, it is thought, he accelerated the hour of his 
death : however, fcvti» Jays after this accident, the CJazettc 
declared, in exprefs terms, tliat the King was recovered. 
On the fame day a meifage was fcnt to both houfes, concern- 
ing a union between the kingdoms of England and Scotlandj 
and the bin for atttunting the pretended Prince <^ Wales was 
pa£fed by commiffion : ^is was die laft aft of William in 
his political capacity. Two days after, his aiUuna increaied, 
and feverilh fymptoms appeared ; he languiflied fix days, and 
died about five in the morning on Sunday the eighth of 
March, ievcnteen hundred and two« 

Thosb paffiens and prejudioes, nry eatcellent friend, tidilch 
divided the opinions of mankind on the chamber and condaft 
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LiTTsa ti. of William during his life, were, if poOIble» increaied after - 
His deadi i and it is at this time a queftioa among parties, 
'Whether he was the faviour and deliverer of England, or thit 
fiibveiter of all the found principles which remained in the 

conllitution ? 

A CHANGE in die fuoceiiaon* and this on thefreeft princi- 
ples of freedom, it muft be owned, my friend, was a great 
point obtained for the people. The crown was no longer 

regarded as private property, nor the ngiit of one huniJy to 
govern, except by a few political bigots, refpe^ed as i'acred 
and unalienable. The people, indcad of being coniidered as 
beafts of burthen, and lire Aockon a farm, transferable iiom 
father to ^Ibn, were now looked up to as the only legal Iburce 
of fbvereign authority ; and it was confcffcd, that the fame 
laws which limited the privileges of the fubjed, limited the 
prerogative of the Prince. 

BoT if, my friend, we allow, on the one fide, that ft was 
an important advantage to deftroy the prejudices and break 
the fetters which the wickednefs of priefts had rivetfied on die 

minds of the people, it mull alio be acknowledged, on the 
other, that there was no one article in the declarations of 
tights which had not been recognized by former princes j 
aixd if the alteration of the fuoceffion deprived the ibvereign 

of 
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of that reverence, which ignorance in all ages hatli p.iitl to Lktter 11. 
the hcrcdiury line, the inliucnce ariling iVora the difpolal of 
an immenfc reveaue had, even in William's time, given more 
permanence and extenfion to the power of the crown« than 
hereditaiy princes had derived from the notion of unalienable, 
indefeaiible right. It is always found in experien.ce> that if 
common fenfe will not, natural feeling will often operate 
againlt phc llrongcll pcej udiccs of education. 

In considering thequeftion, whether, upon the whole, the 
re?oltttton was advantageous of difadvantageous to the liber- 
ties of the empire^ it muft be remembered, that the change 
an the fyftem of foreign politics, which took place after the 
fucceflion of William, involved thefc kingdoms in con- 
nexions, wars, and debts, which, as it has been often fore- 
boded, lb it may now be pronounced, muft cad ia univerfal 
calami^. 

It was to fupport this iyftem of politics, that a parlia* 
mentary fan^on was obtained for that unconftitutional en-- 
gine of de(poti(in, a {landing army ; and it was to fupport 
this lyftem of politics, tliat all the increafed powers of cor- 
ruption were employed in a manner totally to deftroy all 
principle, and debauch the manners of the whole people* 

Vol. I. L What 
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Letter u. VViT AT hsvc wc ill US that rcfemb'c the old whigs? (fays 
Double, in Davenant's humorous charader of a modern whig) 
They hated arbitrary government; we have been all along for 
a ftanding army: they defired triennial parliamentSy and 
that triaU for treafon might be better regulated j and it is 
notorious, that we oppofcd bodi thcfc bills : they were for 
calling corrupt minillcrs to an account ; we have ever 
countenanced and prote(^ed corruption to the utmofl of our 
I power : they were fru^ for the nation, and careful how 

they loaded the people with taxes; we have fquandered away 
their money, as if there could be no end of England's trea- 
fnre; in our adminiftration every body did what ftemed good 
in his own eyes ; wc troubled no mm with calling him to an 
account; the accounts of the army, navy, cufloms, and ex- 
cile, arc not yet made up j there arc upwards of twenty-five 
millions of the people's money unaccounted for to this diqr; 
under our miniftiy, all the officers who handled the King's 
bulinefs or revenue lived in clover, and every litde fcoundrel 
got an eftate. 

In the continuation of this convc i l iiion, Mr. Double in- 
forms his friend, Whiglove, of the arts which were put in 
pcafkice by the party to inflame the naHon with refentment 
againft the ivfradory parliament and with the defire of war: 
the pi(3;ure, though ftroogly dnnirn» is but loo juft adelcrip- 

tion 
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of the conduct of the party, and the wretched profligacy Ltrrw li. 
of the timet : and I am fiixe, my friend, you will agree with 
me, that no ad?antageft we gained by the revolution can be 
equivalent to the fubverfion of all principle in a body of men, 

whofe virtue aiiJ refolution h.id aiure than once laved the 
conilitution againlt the combined powers of church and ilate. 

Candok muft acknowledge, that the total corruption of 
whig principle reileds as much difhonour on the Sovereign 

as it does on the party. But i^^thout entering into a minute 
delcription of the coodu(lt and charadier of William, we will, 
my friend, compare his opportunities, with tlie ufc he made 
of them I and w« fliall in fome meafure be enabled to judge, 
whether public good or private intereft, virtue or ambition, 
had the ftrongeft tnfiuen<% over his mind. 

Pl aced at the head of his native country, as the lafl: hopes 
of his Mety from a foreign yoke, and raifed to the throne of 
England, under the name of her deliverer from civil tyranny 
and religious perfecution, it muft be acknowledged, that for-> 
tune did her utmoft towards exalting her favorite, William, 
to the lirll rank of refpcdtablc chara<tters ; but the great au- 
thority which this Prince obtained over the Dutch, on the 
merit of preferving them from the yoke of France, he in 
many inftancet uied in a manner inconfiftent wth the rights 
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LiTTBR u. of a free lUtej and, inilead of ellablifhing tiieir republican 
liberty on a perauuient bafis, he laid the foundation for diat 
monaichial power, whkh is to this day exercifikl by hit 
fttcceflbrs. 

Success, which ever enlarges the noble mind, llirunk 
William's to all the littlenefs of vulgar chara<5ter. When 
raifed to imperial dignity by the efibrts of the whigs, for 
the generous purpofe of enlai;^ng and fecuring liber^, he 
abandoned his benefadors, and entered into diflioneft in- 
trigues with the torics, in order to iiii.r^..i"e the iniiuciiec and 
extend the power of tlic crown; nor did he ever quarrel with 
thefe avowed enemies to civil and religious freedom, till th^ 
oppofed meafures which tended to the maoifeft difadvantage, 
. if not to the ruin of their country. 

Ambitious of being conlidered a:, the urLutci of the fate 
of I'-uropc, and anxious for tiic lail-ty and prolperity of the 
Dutch, William ruined the finances of England, by engaging 
her in two long and expeniive wars. By the means of profufe 
and extenfive bribery, he obtained from the Commons what 
Charles the Second could never obtain from the wickedeft 
parliament with which England had been ever curfcd, namely, 
a Aanding army, and a landed debt; a circumifamce which 
rendered onr delivtrer £> tenacions of corrupt inflaeoce, diat 

he 



he twice refilled his ailcnt to a bill for triennial parliaments, Lettsi ii. 
and never would give his conrent to an ad: for limiting the 
number of placemen and penfioner«. 

I HAVE now related to you, my friend, the remarkable 
parts of the policy and conduft of William after his acceffion 

to the throne of England ; and I believe you will not find it 
a dilTicuh matter to detcniiiiie the qviclliuiis. Whether public 
good or private interell, virtue or ambition, had the llrongeft 
influence over his mind? and, whether he was the faviour and 
deliverer of this countiy, or the fubverter of the remaining 
ibmid principles he found in the conftitution f 
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iiTTu m. '^I^HE Natioitd Debt, my Inend, and the introdufttoii of 
the funds in this country* has proved a wheel of fuch 
importance in the ftate-machine, and has fo powerful an 

influence over the manners and liberties of the people of 
Great-Britain, that it will be necefliuy to enter into a detail 
of the rife, the progrefs, and the natare of this diabolical en- 
gine> which has long threatened to put a final end to the * 
proiperi^ of our countiy, before I proceed in my narrative 
of the government of die next ici^.i. 

Thoooh it is not probable that any prc-cxifting allcmbly 
ihould have foreieen all the inconveniencies which have arifen 
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from the prailice of borrowing and funding, or that future 
parliaments would rua fuch ienfelels lengths in praAices 
which, from the beginning, threatened formidable confe- 

i|ueacesj yet the'borrowing money on public credit, on the 
rea(bn that it would introduce a prodigality in the manngc- 

iiiLut of the public concerns, w.is a mcalure too ruinous even 
iox the corrupt parliainuUs in Charles the Second's time 
to comply with. 

Jambs die Second, my friend, with all his faults, was a 
fiiigal Prince : the revenoe fettled by parliament on his firft 
coming to the throne was more dian fufRcient to defray the 

expences of his government therefore, that bold ftroke of 
policy, which delivered up the purfe and the credit of the 
nation into the hands of the Prince, was referved for the im- 
mortal William, and his whig partisans. 

"When the Prince of Orange, fays a cotemporary writer, 
was raifed to die throne, and a general war began in thefc 
parts of Europe, the King, and his councillors, thought it 
would be in policy to commence his rngn with heavy taites 
on 4kt people who had lived long in eaie and plenty, and 
might be apt to think tiieir deliverance too (fearly bought ,- 
and money being wanted to fupport the war, which even the 

convention 
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LexTSK III. convention which put the crown on his head were very un- 
willing he (hould engage in, Burnet, Bilhop of Saliftmry, is 
iaid to have propofed the expedient, which he had learned in 
Holland, of raifing non^ on the fecurity of taxes, which 
were only fufficient to pay a large intereft. 

Hi'RvrT, mv friend, was not the only pcrfon whom the 
Dutch fchool of iinanciog had rendered proHcients in the cer- 
tain way of ruining the independence of the people. As I 
obierved before, the fame expedient, on the fame authority, 
was propo&d to Charles the Second; but neither the art nor 
the influence of tdtat Prince could carry d)e fatal point, even 
with a very venal and corrupt parliament; but, fay.s our au- 
thor, the motives which prevailed on the people at this time 
to fall in with the projedt were many and plau&blc; for fup- 
pofing, as the miniilers induArioulIy gave out, that the war 
could not iaft above one or two campaigns at moft, it mi^t 
be carried on with very m<Klerate taxes, and die debts accru- 
ing would, in procefs of time, beeafily cleared after a peaces' 
then the bait of large intcrcll would ilrav. ;n a great number 
of thole whofc money, by the dangers ,uid dilliculties of 
trade, lay dead upon their hands j and whoever were lenders 
to the ^emment would by fureft principle be obliged to 
fupport it; befides, the men of eftates could not be per« 

fiiaded, without time and difficult, to have thoie taxes laid 

on 
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on their lands, which cuflom hath lince made fo familiar j j^ttbr, in. 
and it was the bufinefs of fuch as were then in power to cul» 
tivate a monied intereft, becaufe the gentry of the kingdom 
did not reliih diole notions in government to which die 

King, who had imbibed his politics in his own countryt was 
thought to give too much vray. 

When this expedient of anticipations and mortgages was 
£rft put in prance, artful men in office and credit began to 
confider what ales it mig^t be applied to> and £x>n found it 
was likely to prove die moft fruitful feminaiy» not only to 
eftablifli a fadion diey intended to fet up for their own fiip-^ 
port, but likewife to raife vaft wealth for themfelves in par- 
ticular« who were to be the managers and dircdors in it. 

It was manifeft that nothing could promote thefe two 
defigns much, as burtliening the nation with debts* and 
giiting encouragement to lenders i for as to the fiift, it was 
not to be doubted that moiiicd men would be always firm to 
die party of dioie who adviftd the borrowing upon fuch good 
• iecurity, and with fuch exorbitant premiums and intereftj 
and every new fum lent took away as much power from the 
landed .men, as it added to their s : fo that the deeper the 
kingdom was engaged, it was Ml the better for them. Thus 
i new eftate and property Iprung up in die hands of mort- 
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liTtia III. gagccs, to whom ever)- houfc and foot of land in the king- 
dom paid a rent charge free of all taxes and defalcations, and 
purchafed at lefs than half the value ; fo that the gentlemen 
of cftates in efied were but tenants to theie new landlords, 
many of whom were able in tim^ to force the de^on of bo- 
roogha out of the hand* of thole who had been die old pro- 
prietors and inhabitants : this was arrived to fiich a height* 
that a very few years inure of war and luuds would have 
clearly caft the balance on the monied fide. 

As to the lecond, this pnjeft of borrowing on funds was 
of mighty advantage to diofe who were the managers su it^ 
as wdl as to their friends and dependants i for funds proving 
often deficient, the government was obliged to ftrike tallies 

for making up the reft, which tallies were fometimes (to 
fpeak ia the merchants' phrafe) at about forty percent, dif- 
count; at this price thoie who were in the fecret bought 
then ttp, and then took caxe to have diat deficiency fupplied 
in die next &lfion of parliament, by which doubled their 
principle ia a few months % and far the encouragement of 
lenders, every new project of lotteries or annuities propoled 
fome further advantage either as to interefl or premium^ 

The pernicious praAice of borrowing upon remote funds» 
my friend, neceflacily produced a brood of ufurers, brokers* 

and 
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and flock-jobbers, who preyed' upon the vitals of their coun- lettur in. 
try ; and from this fruitful fource, venality ovcripread the 
land; corruption, which under the government of bad Princes 
had maintained a partial influence in the adminiibation of 
public afiairs, from the period of die revolution, was gradu- 
ally formed into a fyftem, and inilead of being redded with 
abhorrence, and ftvcrely punifhed, as in former times, re- 
ceived the Liiuatcnancc of the whole legiflaturc ami every 
individual began openly to buy and fell his intereft in his 
country, without either the fear of fhame or penalty. In ad- 
dition to this natuMial evil, all the fonrces of juftioe were lb 
grofily polluted by the partiality of party, that evety mifile- 
meaner of a public nature efcaped bodi cenfure and punidi- 
ment; whig and tory reciprocally lending tfadr aiHftance to 
the caule, to prutcci the indivuiuais of their party from the 
juit rcfentinent of tlieir couutry, and the profccution of the 
adverfe fadion. 

Mary, the coni<^ of William, died of the fmall-pox a 
few years before her hufband j and this was the unhappy 
ftate of the times when Anne, Priiicefs of Denmark, the el- 
deft furviving daughter of James the Second, mounted the 
throne. 

M 2 Anns 
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Anne is allovred by all parties to have been a woman of 
an excellent heart; but her genius and underftaridjiig were fo 
very inferior to the weighty talk of a government, where the 
welfare and profperity of the nation depend entirely on the 
virtue and good fenfe of the Prince, that it was hardly fuf- 
fictent for the purpofes of private life. 

Thbrb are not fix chara^lers among the human race, my 
friend, which have been found equal to princely power. A 
wifdom in any degree proportioned to imperial dignity per- 
ceives the difficulty of the tafk, and the mind is hlled with 
an awful timidly, which the habit and exercife of govern* 
ment can alone diminifli. And it is an obftrvation founded 
on the audiority of general experience, that the ambition for 
arbitrary fway increafes in proportion to die incapability of 
excrciling regal truft. 

Inclination to power was no Icfs prevalent in the 
Qiieen's character, than in thoTe of her predcceiTors ; and a 
circumftaaceof an accidental nature co-operated with the de- 
dared principles of the tories, to tinfkure her mind widi a 
flrong prejudice in their favor. From a jealouiy natural in 
crowned' heads to the heir apparent, fhe had been treated 
very ill by tlic Lae King and Queen. On her refufing to dif- 
mifs the Lady Marlborough from her fervice, a quarrel had 
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arifen to fuch a height bi:twccn the tv-u iiilers^ that all Lcttik IK. 
friendly corrcfpondence between them ceaTed; and during 
the PrinceTs's abode at Bath« ufual ceremonies were omitted 
by the expn& orders <^ the court. 

The whigs, who were taken into ftvor towards Ae cloft 
of the lafl reign, were too good courtiers not toioilow llridlly 
the example and dire<5bion of their Majcfties j but the tories, 
looking forward for power to the reign of a Princefs who had 
early imbibed the high principles of the church party* pur- 
fued snoppofite ccmdud^ and by their influence in parliament 
had procured her an independent lettlement of one hundred 
tiiou&nd pounds* 

No fooner had death transferred the fceptre from tlic hands 
of William to the Princefs Anne, than the whigs endeavored, 
by their cameft affiduities, to make up for former deficiencies. 
Anne mounted die throne, to the apparent ^tisfaAion of alt 
parties $ and, accwding to the ufual fortune of new ibve- 
reigns, amidft the clamorous applaufes of the multitude. 

The firft nnieafare of the new Qaeen was to put the admi- 
ttiflxation of public affairs into die hands of her favorites, the 
tones : the Lords Somers and Halifax, together with other 
leaders of the whigs, were eatcluded from the new privy 

council. 
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LtTTcii lu. council, and their places fupplied with eminent tones : the 
Marquis of Normandy, remarkable for his attachment to he> 

rcditary right, was railed to tlic office of Lord Privy Seal ; 
and the flafF of Lord High Trcafurer of England was put into 
the hands of the Earl of Godolphin. 

As ^e tones in their writings, Qieeches, and votes in par- 
liament, had on very fubibotial grounds* Ihewn a great averfe- 
nefs to the entering into new oflleniive and defeniive alliances, 

which might involve the nation in tliC !ica\y expcnce of a 
fecond war, the death of William, and the cxclufion of the 
whig minillry, gave a high alarm to the United Provinces 
but they were fooa relieved from their anxiety by the arrival 
of die Earl of Marlborough, with full aflurances that the 
Qjieen would maintain the alliances which had been con- 
cluded by the late King, and aft in all things agreeable to 
the common intcrcil of Europe. 

You are, my friend, fufiiciently acquainted with the na- 
ture of regal governments, to know, that (he higheil con- 
cerns of great Ibcieties depend entirely on the ambition, the 
capraoe, and felf-intereft of individuals. England had al- 
ready paid immenie fums to gratify the martial difpofition of 
William, and his pallionate defire to humble the Frendi 
King in his own way. The alpiring genius of another hero 

was 
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was now to be gratified at a much larger expencc, and the Ltrrtz lU, 

real intereft of the oation facrificed to the raifing one family 

to the tttmoft height of worldly pro^erity. The Earl of 

Marlborough was a perfonal &vorite of James the Second $ 

had been railed by that monarch from the ftatton of a page of 

the back ftairs to the dignity of a peer; and his wife, the 

Lady Churchill, placed about the perfon of the Princefs Anne. 

Lady Churchill, whoie diipofition was both ^rtful and im* 

perious, had made iuch ule of her oppoftunities, as to gam 

the moft ablblute influence over the dudik mind of the 

Princefs. 

The present opportunity was too favorable not to be em- 
braced with c^jetncfs by the Churchill family. The Lord 
CSiutdull, who had been created Earl of Marlborough by the 
late King, and, die laft year of that monarch's life, had been 
gratified with the command of the troops fcnt to the aiL fi- 
ance of the ftates, was now to be placed at the head of the 
English armies. The new war in which William had en- 
- gaged ihe nation was to be profecuted with vigor, and the 
. &crifice <^ their principles And opinions vrere canAed of the 
tories, before diey were admitted to power» and difi emota- 
mcnts of office. 

Br 
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LtTTiE III. By virtue of an ad pafTld in the late reign, the parliament 
continued to fit after the King's death. Seven days after her 
accefllon, the Queen went to the Houfe of Peers with the 
ufual folemnity, and in her fpeech to the two hoafes declared 
it her opimon, that too much could not be done for the 
encouragement of their allies, in humbling the power of 
France : (he obierved to die commons, diat the revenue for 
defraying the expences of the civil government wa$ expired; 
told them fhc relied entirely on their affcition, for its being 
fuppHed in fuch a manner as fliould be mofl: fuitable to the 
honor and dignity of the crown ; added, that her heart was 
entirely English j and, according to the example of her fa« 
ther, made large |»ofeflioni of her concurrence in all diings 
which ihould be for the happinefs and proiperity of England, 
and that the parliament Should always find her a ftri£t and re- 
ligious obferver of her word. 

The whigs had the mortification to fee their rivals in pof- 
ieffion of all the lucrative advantages which they expeded 
from die war j but diqr could not, without expofing them* 
felves to die higheft cenfure, oppofe a foveveign who dtlco- 
vered an eagemefs to adhere to their tvowed fyilem of policy. 
The bttfinefs recommended from die throne was proiecuted 
by the commons with a ftiew of unanimity and zeal j and as 
both parties were too eameiUy engaged in the purfuit of their 
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fcvcral views to attend to the real concerns of A«ir country, i.%rvt% iii. 
ihcy fcttkd upon her Majeily, during life, the revenue pofle fled 
by the l^te King for the fupport of the civil government. 

When the Qoeen came to the houie of Lords to give the 
foyal aflent to the tSt for the eftablifliing her own revenue, 

flic tcU the two houlcs, th:t though the funds for tiic civil 
lift might greatly fall fliort of what they formerly produced, 
/he would give directions that one hundred thoufand pounds 
of her own revenue (botUd be applied to the public iervice of 
die year. 

Good, and even plaufible* adions of princes are returned 
with fuch a moafureof pnufe and admiration, that I have of-> 

ten wondered, my friend, that fuch encouragements fhould 
not even incline a bad heart, in thefe exalted Nations, to af- 
ford fomettmes a colour of fincerity to their flatterers. This 
was, undoubtedly, a generous ad in die Qjieen % and, had it 
been followed with a joft oeconomy in the afiairs of govern-, 
ment, would have rendered her reign a real bleifing to her 
country. It did not fail of its reward j it was truaipcted up 
as one of the higheft a<fts of magnanimity which had been 
ever fliewn by a crowned head, and the people had fomc rea- 
fon to be pkafed with the commencement of the reigm for 
as provifions had been already made for the eventual expence 
Vot. I. N of 
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LiTTin II. of the war, this was almoll the only fcflion of parhament 
Hiice the revolution which had pailed without a heavy bur' 
dien of uxes laid on the people. 

The tories «nd high churchmen, having now gained a 
compleat vidoiy over their adverfaries, purfued their advan- 
tages with an indecent triumph. The whigs were openly 
accufed of aiming at the eilablilhinent of a commonwealth; 
and even the late Ktag» who was as little of a common- 
wealth's man as any prince of his tinae» was involved in this 
cenfure. A book, refleding on Charles the Firft, by a vote 
of both houfes, was declared to be a fcandalous and villainous 
libel, which tended to the fubverlion of monarchy ; as fuch it 
was ordered to be burnt by the hands of the common hang- 
man. The nonienfical dods-ine of a divine and indefeaiible 
right was canted in the pulpits, and ibunded in the two 
hou&sof parliament j and hardly any vefliges remained of the 
revolution but an additional load of taxes, and the large in- 
creafe of corruption and venality it produced in the nation. 

Whilb the conAitution, my friend, was thus relapiing 
into a paroxifm of deipoti(m, and the friends of liberty har- 
rafled by the envenomed fliafts of their political enemies, 
great preparations were making by the miniftry for an a^ve 

campaign. 

When 
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V\'he\ the buiincrsi of the intended war againft France UTxen ui. 
was Uril debated in the privy council, t!ic Earl of Rocheflier, 
maternal uncle to the Queen, it is faid, propofed that the 
Engliih nation Hiould only engage in the meaTures of die- al- 
lies as auxiliaria; and that the chief weight of the war ought: 
to reft on thole who had moft to fear from the power of 
France. This, my friend, you will allow was a rationul pro- 
pofal, and did honor to the judgment and integrity of the 
Earl ; however, it was vehemently oppofed by the Earl of. 
Marlborough $ a majority of the council, though compoied' 
4^ tones, yidded to the inclinations of the fiivorite j their 
telbltttions were communicated the £une day to the Com* 
mons^. and war was declared in form two days after; 

One of tliL- firH: a<5ts of the Queen, after her acccflion, had 
been, to confer the order, of the Garter on her favorite, the 
•Earl of Marlborough j to appoint him Captain-general of all, 
die forces to. be employed by her, in ccmjundion with the 
troops of the alliesi and to diljfiatch him to Holland in the- 
fharaftffir of embaflador. eztnuxrdinafy to die Sttto*. 

The meafurcs now purfued with fuch vehemence by the 
court, had bc%n. determined on in the fpace. of- a few days, 
diat the Earl continued in Holland. On afliirances that the 
Qgeen would look on d&e interefts of England and the United 

N 2 Provinces 
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tsTTst III. Provinces as inreparable, the States had agreed to all the 
propofals of the favorite ; they raifed him to the chief com- 
mand of their forces % the ieveral allies had promifed with 
alacrity to furnifh their quotas ^ and every thing was a£tually 
preparing for a vigorous and aAive campaign. The plan of 
operations had been (o nicely concerted between the court 
of Vienna, the court of England, and the States- General, 
that their feveral declarations of war were publiihed in one 
day. In the Queen's proclamation* the King of France was 
taxed with the having feized the greater part of the Spanish 
dominions, with defigning to invade the liberties of Europe* 
to obftrufi the freedom of navigation and coamierce, and 
with the having offered an unpardonable infult to the Queen 
and kingdom, by taking upon him to declare the pretended 
Prince of Wales King of England, Scotland, and Ireland. 

As England did not pretend to lay claim to any part of the 
Spanifh or French dominions, oor had fullained any real in- 
jury, or ferious provocation from the King of Prance, the 
declared end of the war was to put the houfe of Auftria in 

the poflcffion of the throne of Spain, and to procure a barrier 
for the Dutch in the Netherlands. 

Taas, before the nation had been able to recover itidf ii^ 
any manner from die rain of an expenfivc war in Ireland and 

00 
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on the Continent, England was again involved as a principal l^rt% Uh 
in a war, which, as its objed was the wrefting a whole king- 
dom from the pofleffion of a powerful family, threatened the 
being long, expenfive, and bltiody; and this for the Ible emo- 
lument and advantage of other ftatcs, and the idle pretence of 
fixing a balance of power, which, in all probability, would 
have been better fettled had {he not interfered ; but If inch 
interference was judicious, or neceflary, bad ihe only adled 
as an auxiltaiy, by lending a fmall number of her land forces 
while Ihe carried on her great operations by her naval power, 
ihe would have been amply repaid by the ieizure of places 
necellary to the extending her commerce and marine empire. 

This, my friend, was the condu^ of an aifembly whom, 
notwithibnding the load of popular prejudice th^ have un- 
juftly incurred, I iball ever ven^te as true patriots, as men 
who underftood and religioufly purfued the intereft of their 
country, and who, in the fpace of five years, at a very incon- 
fidcrablc expciicc, rjiicJ the dignity and enlarged the power 

and commerce of England beyond the iervices of all the 
princes who had ever fat on her throne. 

When the Eail of Marlborough arrived in Holland, the 
Barl of Athlone, in quality of Veldt Marchall, infifled upon 
an C4^ual command with the Engliih general, but the States 

obliged 
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I.ITTEK III. obliged him to yield the point i they declared Marlboroogk 
generaliflitiio of all their forces. The fuccefs of the cam- 
paigiij which began in July« 1702* anfwered the warmeft 
expedations of the advocates for war : the Earl of Marlbo- 
rough, at the hejid of above fixty thoufaod men, obliged the 
Duke of Burgundy, who commanded Ac French army, to 
retire before hi:ii, and leave Spanilli CiuclJcrlanJ at lib dif- 
cretion: the town and caftle of Wcrk, after a flight rcfiftancc, 
furrendered to a detached party of his army, commanded by 
General Scholtzj Venio capitulated twenty*five days after 
the commencement of thefiege; Ruremonde was reduced af- 
ter an obftinate defence. BouflHers, now at the head of die 
French troops, retired, firft to Liege, afterwards to Tongucn, 
and from thence to Biabant; the confederate army followed, 
and took Liege by aiiauit ; Violani, the governor, and die 
Duke of Chareft, were taken prifoners ; and three hundred 
thouiand florins, in gold and filver, were found in the cita- 
del, hefides notes for above one million, drawn upon fub- 
flantial merchants in Liege; the garrifon of the Choitreux 
capitulated i^i honorable terms, and were conduced to 
Antwerp. 

At the fame time diat die French wm attacked in Flan-^ 
ders by die confederate army, under the command of the 
Earl of Mittlboroiigh, they were obliged to defend dicmfelve* 

on. 
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on the Rhine agalnft the Imperial army under Lewis, Prince tiTvi* m. 
of Baden ; and in Italy, sgsinft another body of Impcrialifts, 
under the command of Prince Eugene, of Savoy. Wifdom 
in council, and zdasivj in adion, were not the charadten of 
the Imperial court. For want of recruits and reinforcements. 
Prince Eugene could not prevent the Duke of Vendome from 
relieving Afontua, and was obliged to relinquifh ieveral other 
places he had taken. 

The French made themfelves mafters of Newburgh, in 
the circle of Suabia; thejr were divided into bodies, com- 
manded by the Marquis de Villars, and the Count de Guif- 
card. Prince Lewis, of Baden, fearitig he fliould be en- 

clofed by the enemy, made haflc to decamp : Villars palled 
the Rhine to fall upon him in his retreat j an obftinate en- 
gagement enfued; the Impcrialifts, overpowered by numbers, 
after having'toft two thoulknd men, abandoned the field of 
battle to the ciiemjr, together with all their baggage, artil- 
leiy, and ammunitioni and retired to Slaufl^. 

Thk fuccefs which the French ^nnics met with in Italy, 
and on the Rhine, greatly heightened the reputation of the 
Earl of Marlborough, who, in the beginning of the onfet, 
had given lb ievere a mortification to the Duke of fiurgondy» 
that be letumed to Verfailles, and left the command of die 

King's 
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ismm nr. King's troops to BoMfflere. Before the end of the campaign, 

a dctiichincnt of the allied army, unucr tiic curmii.iiid of the 
Prince of Helle Cdlel, took from the French the towns of 
Ziacb, LintZy firiiac, and Andernach. 

At fea, the combined fijuadrons of the Dutch and Englifli^ 
having received intdh'gence that die Spaniih galleons from 
die Weft-Indies had put into Vigo, under the convoy of a 
French fqtiadron, made fiul to that port : though the paflage 

Uito tliw I.aiboiir is narrow, and was well fccurc-d by batte- 
ries, forts, breallworks, &c. yet the enemy being attacked 
with judgment and fpirit, after a very vigorous engagement^ 
was driven to the extrcmi^ of deftroying their ihips and gal- 
koBS to prevent dieir falling into the hands of the eneiny ; 
eight {hips, and as many advtce-boats, were fiicriiked to this 
drc.ulful neceflity ; ten fliips of war v, ltc taken, and eleven 
galleons, with riches to the amount of fevcn millions of 
pieces of eight, in plate and valuable commodities. Sir 
George Rook, who commanded the naval force of England, 
gained great reputation by this exploit, which was more than 
a compenfation foe an inefledual attempt which had been 
made to seduce Cadiac. When the attempt wa» made on this 
town, the allies puhlifhed a declaration, in which they af- 
ferted, tnat they did not come as enemies to Spain, but as 
friends, to free them from the yoke of Fiance, and to affift 

then 
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them in tke eftablilhing dMm&lTes under the benign govcm> Uttek nt. 
ment of the houfe of Aoftria; bnt having taken pofleflion of 
fort St. Catherine and port St. Mary, inftead of a6Ung agree- 
ably to the faid declaration, the Englilh troops, both private 
men and officers, in defiance to ftriift orders ifTucd by their 
commander, the Duke of Ormond, plundered tlie helplefs 
inhabitants* and xaifed among them fuch a fpirit of reiiftance, 
that the enemy were Hopped in their progrefs, and obliged 
to re-embark. 

Sir John Munden, who had put to iea widl twdire men 
of war to intercept a French fquadron appointed as a convoy 
to a new Viceroy of Mexico from Corunna to the Well- 
Indies, chafed fourteen fiil of French fhipe into Cofunna^ 
bat finding the place ibx>ngly fortified^ and, moreover, diac 
it was defended by ieventcen of the enemy** (hips, abandoned 
die enterprize, and relumed into port; for which piece of 
difcretion, or cowardice, he was tried by a court martial, 
and, tliough act^uitted, was difmiiiud the lervice. 

Admiral Benbow, a very brave, honeft, and experienced 
officer, but of a very rough and boifterous temper, was de- 
feated in an engagement with a ^oadron of ten Ihips, under 
the command of Du Gaife, by the treachery of Uc own offi- 
cers: in boarding the French Admiral, poor Benbow loft his 

Vol. I. O leg. 
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Lktter m. leg, and received leveral wounds in his body, which, with 
the agitetion of mind his difappointmcnt occafioned, threw 
luBi into a fever, which pot a period to his life j but not be- 
ibre he had givea a commiinon for a cotirt martial to try the 
ofieoding officers ; one of them died before his trial, two of 
them were ientenced to be ihot, and a fourth was calhiered 
a:id inipriloned. 

Notwithstanding thcfc difaftcrs, on an element where 
it is our own fault if we arc not invincible, the general fuccefs 
of the campaign put the nation and both houfes of parliament 
into great good bumow. The continuance of die parliament, 
in being at the King's death, was limited to fix months; and 
though, my friend, you will agree with me, that ihcy had 
(hewn a very futiicient compliance to the meai'ures, yet they 
were diflblved before the expiration of that term. In the 
fucceeding aiKxnbly, the toiy intereft, through the influence 
«f the court, predominated highlj. . . 

The Queen, according to tlie cuflom which had pre- 
vailed in almoft every feflion of parliament through the whole 
reign of" bcr predeccflbr, complained that the funds afligned 
by their predecelTors had not produced the fums granted fay 
a large deficiency, and demanded very liberal fupplies for the 
canying on the war. 

Both 
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Both houfcs warmly congratulated her MajeAy on the fuc- i.ettjh III. 
ccfs of her arms j but the Commons paid a more particular 
c6urt, by complimentijig her favorite at the expence of the 
late King. The progreTt of her mas io Flanders under the 
Earl of IVforlborough, they faid, had ligoaUy retrieved the 
ancient honor and glory of die Bnglilh nation. On the 
fame day they refolved that forty thou(and ftamcn fliould be 
employed for the fcrvicc of the year cnluing, iind that t!ic 
Englifh proportion of land forces, to aft in conjundion with 
the allies, ihould likewife be forty thoufand. A fupply of 
twelve hundred thouiand pounds^ including Mty thouland 
pounds forfubfidies for herMajefty*s allies> were unanimoufly 
and chearfuUy voted. The public entertained diem&lves 
widi bonfires for die fignal fuccelles of our arms j and the 
Queen went in ftate to St. Paul's, attended by the Peers and 
Commons, to return thanks on the fame occailon. 

With an equal alacrity with which they had granted the 
fupplies, the parliament oomplimented the QiMen with £it- 
ding on her confort, the Prince of Denmark* fliould he hap- 
pen to furvive her Majefty, the yearly fum of one hundred 
diouiand pounds. 

This, my friend, was undoubtedly a very folid mark of 
aSe^on, and it was vciy properly tempered by the refuiing 

O a to 
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• xsTT£K. in. to comply with an ill-judged demand in favor of the Earl 
of Marlborough^ 

A PEW dayt after the axriral of this favorite, which was 
in the end of Novraiber, the Queen informed the council 

that llie intended to railc ium to the rank of a Duke; and 
about the lame time (he lent a mefi'agc to the Commons, to 
requcH them to fettle upon him and his hcirs> for ever, five 
^ou&nd pounds a year, which ihe had granted him out of 
die poft-office during her own life. 

The Commons, though they hnd complimented the fa^- 
voritc with lending a committee oi' their houfe to preient him 
with their thanks for his great and fignal fervices, yet they 
■had the prudence to inform the Queen that they could not 
comply with a precedent to alienate the revenue of the crown* 
On this unexpected oppofition, the Duke intreated the Queen 
to withdraw her mcflage ; yet the Commons took the oppor- 
tunity of fending up an aJJicis lo lict ivlujcily, in which they 
complained, that the revenue of the crown had been too much 
reduced by the exorbitant grants of the laft reign to bear 
any further diminution. 

This Step of the Commons, my fnend, was fbltowed By 
ibveral bills, which, if they had. not apparently proceeded 

from 
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from the pccvilhnefs and prejudices of party, would have Lsttei lU. 
done the allcmbly great honour. A motion of Sir Edward 
Seymour, for leave to hrtag in a boll for refuming all grants 
made by King Williankt was carried by a great ma|ority; 
wtulft aiu^ier* made by Mr. Walpole, diat grants made in 
- the reign of King James Ihould have the lame £ite« was a» 
trittmphandy carried in the negative. 

Am order pftiTed for bringing in a bill to prevent allpcrfons 
«o be membefs of the houfe of Commons except foch a> 
ihould be found to have real eftates % but ihia very nece^biy 
refolutiott was firuArated by the peevifli or interefted oppofi- 
tion of the Lords; whilft the bill vrfumption, on the 
fame ground of intcreft, was altcrwards dropped by the fame 
party who had carried the motion for its being introduced. 

Th£ i^ainy of defrauding the public in every kind of 
Gtrntra^ or office was £b complicated and general* that a com< 

miflion for receiving and examining the public accounts had 
been granted in both the reigns without e^edt. Thus,, 
through the heat of party, and the lucre of private pun, the 
, public was always defrauded of diat joftice which is due 
fsom eveiy hind of government to the people.. 
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LtTTsa XU. Forty thouland landmen, my friend, was a pretty large 
body of troops for England to maintain in a quarrel which 
was not primarily her own; yet, it Teems, it was not thought 
competent fay her allies to ^ occafion, or to her ftrength 
and eagerne& for war^ and before the ieflion was at' an end^ 
the houfe of Commons were j;iven to underftand, that the 
States-General had prefled' the Qgeea to augment her forces, 
as the only means to render inefFcdhial the great and early pre- 
parations of the enemy. On this extraordinary demand, the 
Onnmons without heiitation refolved, that ten thoufand men 
(hould be hired as an augmentation of the forces to aft in 
cxmjunftion widi the allies i hut to this inftance of their 
complaifancc they tacked a neceflary condition, that an im- 
mediate Aop ihould be put to all commerce and correfpond^ 
ence with France and Spain on the part of the States -General. 
The Dutch, who on no confiderations ever nc^lecH their mcr- 
cantile intereft, even after the declaration of war, had carried 
on a traffic with the French i though this, their capital enemy, 
would have found it impoffible to make renuttances of money 
to die Ekdor of Bavaria in Germany, and to his forces in 
Italy, except dirongh the channd of Englilh, Dutch, and 
Geneva merchants. 

The campaign of 1703 opened with great advantage to the 
allies in confederacy againil the houfe of Bourbon. The 

Duke 
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Duke of Savoy, on terms of great advantage, had united liis lettir ui. 

arms to the fortune of France, yet he was always jealous of 

the power of that monarchy ; and as the French King was 

not at pieieni in a fituation to gratify further his ambition* 

he deferted his intovft, and concluded a trea^ with the 

Emperor. 

PoRTucAL, the old ally of France, begin alib to dread 
the power of the houfe of Bourbon, left the claims of the 
Spanidi crown on the crown of Portugal ihould be renewed 
by the fame family who had formerly fnpported them againft 
the houJe of Anilria. Thefe reaibns, together with the offer 
of a union widi Prince Charles, the Emperor's fecond £>n, in 
whoie favor the Emperor and his eldeft fon had renounced 
the crown of Spain, prevailed on Portugal to dcicrt likcwifc 
tlie arms of France, and to join the grand alliance. Not- 
withibuiding this additional ftrcngth, the campaign of the 
year 1703 was, upon the whole, favorable to the houfe of 
Bourbon. The progre& of the Eledor of Bavaria, in the 
he^ of Germany, reduced the houfe of Auftria to great 
fbauts, whilffc at the fame time an infurredlion in Hungary, 
arifing from a barbarous and ill->timed pcrfecution of the 
protcllants, diftradled the councils of the Emperor, and di- 
verted his forces to other purpofcs than, the carrying on the 
vrar with vigor. 

SoMK 
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Lettir in. Some towns were taken by the allies in Flanders; but they 
failed in their attempts on the lixong lin&i formed by the 
enemy for the prote^on of Flanders : they loft fiune tro- 
phies in the field in the only adion of coniequence which 
happened in the campaign i and they n^g^dedto takead- 
'vantage of an infurredion of the proteftants in the Cerennes, 
who had taken up arms to defend themfelves againft the (e* 
, verities of that incorrigible bigot, Lewis the Fourteenth, wiio 
had already Severely Cuffered for the revocation of the edi^ 
«f Nantz* 

FitoM die fame bigotted» iU>timed iererity, d» Emperor 
Ixopold was fi> Uttte able to give any affiftance towards the - 

carrying on tlic v\\.r, tliat lie was obliged to apply, through 
Count Wratilldw, his envoy-extraordinary at the court of 
London* for aififtance, to defend his own dominions againft 
the power of the infuigents, who had poffefled tfaemldives 
of ieveral important places, and had dfeied their aid to the 
«nemy. 

The intercft of religion, my friend, though always the 
pretence ufed for carrying on ambitious views, is always dc« 
fcrtcd when it interferes with the red motive for adion. The 
pretence on which the EngUA were engaged in this expenfive 
war, was theiecuringtheproteftant religion against thepovrer 

of 
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of Bourbon ; yet in the kll: year the proteftants in the Cc- LtTTti Ul. 

venues received no alTillancc from the allied proteftant army 

of Dutch and Englifh. A refi)lution was taken by the Engliih 

oourt to diiengage die Emperor Irom his embarralTment, and 

dius to enable him to opprefs his proteftuit fabjeds at plea- 

fure* Agreeable to this refolution the plan of operations 

was entirely altered ; a fmall number of forces were left to 

proteft the frontiers of the flates in Flanders, and the fcvcral 

allied armies v^cre, in the year 1704, alTcmblcd in Germany, 

In the b^inning of the year the Duke of Marlborough 
vifited Holland, to ftttle this new plan of operations widi 
die States. In A^y the allied army of Dutch and Engliih ^ 
crofled the Rhine at Cbblentz, and at MandeKheim were met 

by PiiiiLc iLuy^viz of Savoy; when, advancing towards the 
Danube, they were joined by the Imj-;crialirts at W'cfterftetten, 
and from thence marched to Brcntz, and hxcd their camp 
within two leagues of the Eledor of Bavaria's army. 

On die iecond of July they forced the enemy's Intrench- 
ments at Donawert* and pafled the Danube without refift- 
ance; but they wera incapable, for want of magasines, either 

to continue long on the banks of that river, or to penetrate 
into Bavaria : a battle therefore could alone lave them the 
mortification of retreating, without the having gained one 
important point. 
Vol.!. P For 
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LvTTiK m. For the enemy to hazard an engagement in fuch cKL im- 
Aances was very injudicious; and the Elcdor was guilty of 
a great overfight in forming the line of battle: his arm3r lay 
encamped with the Danube on their right, whilft their Id't 
was covered with a thick wood, from which ran a rivulet 
along their front into the Danube : diis rivulet, as it pafled 
through the plain formed a morafs, which rendered the pafs 
dillicult to the enemy : inftead of taking advantage of thib cir- 
cumftance, when the Eletflor perceived that the Duke of 
Marlborough was preparing to give battle, he formed his line 
at a confiderable diftance from the morafs, and threw twenty- 
eight battalions of foot and eight fquadrons of dragoons into 
the village of Blenheim, and eight battalions of foot into 
Lutziii'^cn, a Village fituatcJ towards tlie centre of the army: 
it was dcfigncd that thcll- p.irtici lliould fall upon the rear of 
the enemy when they had palled the brook, and fo place them 
between two fires } but fuch'adelign could not take place 
againil a general of equal abilities to the Duke of Marlbo- 
rough: by the injudicious arrangement of the army in oppo- 
Ction, he had full opportunity to pafs the brook without in- 
terruption, and perceiving that the line of the enemy, con- 
liiling chictly of cavalry, was confidcrably weakened by large 
dctachniirnts, he ordered the villages to be attacked by thc 
infantry, and himfelf led thc cavalry againft thc French horfe, 
commanded by Marcchal de Tallard ; whilft Prince Eugene^ 

who 



Digrtized by Google 



Revoluticn to the pre/ent Time. I©7 

who commanded on the right, attacked the Eleftor of Bava- LiTrat ni* 

ria, and the Marechal dc Marzin. After fevcral charges the 
courage of the IVciith horfe began to abate ; they were at 
length totally fubducd, and drove into the Danube, where 
moil of thofe who had cfcapcd the fword were drowned : ten 
battalions of foot were at the fame time charged on all tides 
•and cut to pieces. The horie» led by the Elector of Bavaria 
and the Matechal de Marzin, for a confiderable time ftood 
their ground againft the repeated attacks of Prince Eugene; 
at length, intimidated with the flaughter of their friends, 
they threw themlclvei into three lljuadrons, and quitted the 
field with fuch dexterity and regularity, that it would have 
been in their power either to have recovered, or at leaft to 
have faved the detached parties, by falling on the flank of die 
enemy, deeply engaged in pillaging Count TallardV camp f 
but terror prevailing in their minds, they neglected the op- 
portunity; and the twenty-eight battalions of foot, and eight 
fquadrons of dragoons, furrendercd at difcretion : thofc ita- 
tioned at Lutzingcn found means to cfcape in the confufion. 

Ths lofs of the French and Bavarians in this battle 
amounted to near one half of their army; diey loft their 
camp, their eqttipagv, their baggage, and artillery ; Marechal 
de Tallard was taken prifbner; die Eledor of Bavaria was 
reduced to the neceffity of deierting his country, and flying 
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tittxM. UL with the remains of the routed army to the Rhine, where he 
joined the Marechal de VjUeroi, and retreating with thit ge- 
aeral» took Ihdter widiin dbe confines of France. 

By die defertion of the Eledlor of Bavaria, his conqueftt 

and dominions fell into the hands of the Eaipcror, who 
fcvcrcly revenged the excefTcs which had been committed 
againfl his own fubjedls: his allies, the confederate army, 
le-crofied the Rhine, entered Alfiuiet and before the end of 
the year made diemielves maAers of Landau and Trearbach. 

Thl Ldiiipai^ii iu i Liiiiers was merely defenfive, and pro- 
duced no important event. 

Ths King of Portugal, failing in his attempt to invade 
4^ile» was driven 1>ack into his own territories 1)7 die Dtdoe 
of Berwick « while the King of Spain, with better fuccefi, 
at die head of a Spani(h and French army, invaded Portugal, 
and took fcvcral places from the enemy. 

The campaign in Italy proved upon die whole favoraile 
for the houfe of Bourbon. 

The Emperor's ally, die Duke of Modena, was deprived 

of his dominions by the French army under the command 

«f 



Digitized by Google 



of Vcndomc: on the other fide, the Duke of Mirandola, the UTTaK ju. 

ally of France, wm as ill treiued by the Imperialifls ; but in 

the duchy of Mantia, Tidary dfidared hericlf in £m>r of die 

liouie of fioturbon J thqr AMmed the caiUe of Sum and iSt» 

city of Pignerol in Jonei the ci^ of Veicelli funrendcred in 

July i in September, the city, the citadel, and the caftle of 

Yvrea, ftll into the hands of Vendome; and the campaign 

was clofcd by the taking of Scaikoo» on the twenty-hfth of 

November. 

In the firft week in May, 1706, the Duke of Marlborou^ 
took die field, and having pmrioufly concerted meafuiet widi 
the States-Genenl, he marched dtrough the country of Lint- 

buigh, c rolled the Molcllc and the Saar, Irom thence pro- 
ceeded to the dchlc of Taveren, and advanced to £lft» On 
the approach of the confederate army the enemy lettral 
to Sirk, in die neighboriiood of Coningfmacheren % diejr 
amounted to the nnmber of levenfy thou&nd, and were under 
the commttid of the Mafechal de ViUan. Vittan veiy jn- 
didoofly avoided die engaging with ah army who were in die 
habit of conquering; he occupied a ilrong eamp at Sirk, and 
in this place was dctermiaed to xemain on the ddGenUve^ 

No incident could be more mortifying to the ambilk» x£ 
dieDukeof Marlborongh: Prince Lewii of £igde%.eovieii*. 
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LsTTKK m. of the reputation Jic liad acquired, feigned himfelf fick, and 
diiappointed him of the ailiibnce of the Imperialiils: thus» 
through the prudence of one general, and the ill hamor of 
another, he was efiedaally difappointed in the defign of im- 
proving the victories of the preceding campaign, by carrying 
the war by the Mofellc into tlie heart of France. 

Whilst the Duke of Marlborough, in hourly expedlatioa 
of the arrival of the Imperial forces, remained ina^ve on the 
Moiellcj the French troops, under the Eledor of Bavaria and 
die Marechal de Villeroi, puHied the advantage which die 

fuperiority of numbers gave them in the Netherlands ; they 
inverted Huy, and after the furrcnder of this town, on the 
tentii of June, the two generals marched with the whole 
army to Liege. 

Thb States, alarmed at the progrefs of the enony, lent a 
letter to the Duk^ in which diey informed him of the ne- 

ccflity there was, either to make a powerful divcHion on the 
MofcIIe, or to return and oppole the enemy in the Nether- 
lands. The Duke did not helitate long on what ileps it was 
proper to take : the delay of the German ^rcwps rendered his 
defign on Saar Lewis abortive ; the difficulty was great of 
fiiMfting an army in a ruined country; and to attack an enemy 
fuperior in numbers in an inaccelfible camp, impradicabk. 

Ha VINO 
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Having tikcn the precaution to decamp in the niglit, he i^wtw in. 
fortunately repaflld the dangerous defile of Taverea without 
moleibtion, aod direding his march towards Liege, he was 
Joined by the Dutch forces* under Overkirk. 

The prefence of the Duke of Marlborough gave an entire 

clian^e to affairs in the Netherlands : Huv was re-taken on 
the twelfth of July; and the enemy, abandoning their defiga 
upon Liege, retired with precipitation behind their lines. 

The Duke of Marlborough bumed with the defire of re- 
» triev r with ibme ^nterprize of confeqtience, the glory loft 
by the prior inactivity of the campaign ; but the enemy, 
whom experience had taught wifdom, equally dreaded a con- 
tell, which, if unfuccefsful, was big with the molt fatal con- 
ftquences* When they perceived that the EngUih general 
was preparing to attack them, they drew dieir armiea toge- 
ther, and left only finall detachments to guard their lin^, in 
hopes of dividing them. The Duke commanded thfc Dutch 
to pafs theMehaigne on the left, whilft he prepared to attack 
the tiieiiiy on the right: the feint made by the Dutch fuc- 
ceeded ; the enemy were attacked, firil: by the Duke of Marl- 
borough, and then by the whole army; for the Dutch fud- 
denly faced about, and their barriers on the rig^t were forced 
he£brc the generals were appriled of die defign. 

On 



Digitized by Google 



Ill Tin S^ny ^ EHgiand, Jrom. tie 

Letter in. On perceiving his miftake, the Elector of Bavaria com- 
manded the left wing of his cavalry to march to prevent th« 
enemy firoin forcing the barriers, whilft himfelf followed 
widi the in&itiy. R was now too latei dw enemy had al» 
readyforced the barriers and formed within the liness a fierce 
ihock enfoed ; the Bavarian cavalry were defeated, and the 
infantry at kngtli give u av ■ ten battalions retired in fuch 
guod order, that they not only defended thcmfelves from the 
attacks of the enemy, but protected, as they retreated, their 
Bying friends. 

* 

No event of coofiquence followed diis TiAoiy: the 
French and Bavarians retieed behind the Dyle : the Duke 

of Marlborough would have attempted to lorce their en- 
trenchments; but being oppofed by the Dutch general, Scha- 
langcnburgb, and other officers, the States deputies refufed 
to concur, and the reft of the campa^ paiied over without 
«ny flMveiaent of importance* 

The Marechal de Villars, (cizing the opportunity whic'i 
the abfeace of the Englilli troops afforded him, bcfieged and 
took Hamburgh, and paHed the Rhine at Strafburgh ; but 
Prince Lewis of Baden, who was now recovered of his indif* 
pofition, putUmlelf at the head of the Imperisl army, and 
not only obliged the French to letire, bnt following the ene- 
my* 
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my, forced their lines at Haganau, and reduced the towns i.KTTfiii in. 
of Drufenheim aad Haganau. 

As ufttalj the war in Italy languiflied on the fide of the 
Emperor: Villa Franca fell into the hands of the French: 

in Marcli, the town and port of Nice, by which the Duke 
of Savoy could alone receive fuccours by fea, was taken ; 
Vcfue furrcndcred in April, after an obftinate ficge of fix 
months I the allies under Prince Eugene were repulfed by 
the French army commanded by the Duke de Vendome ; 
and the Duke of Savoy was obliged to ihut himlelf up in 
Turin, without any profped of relief. 

Whilft various and different fuccefl'es attended the oppofing 
powers in Germany, Flanders, and Italy, the houfe of Bour- 
bon were on the point of lofing the dominions in conteft. 

FivK thoufand troops, under the joint command of the 
Earl of reterborough and Sir Cioudelley Shovel, failed from 
St. Helen's in the end of May, and arrived in the port of Lif- 
bon about the middle of junej at Lifbon they were joined 
by a iquadron of Dutch under Admiral Allemonde, and rein- 
forced with a body of horfe from the Earl of Galway's army 
in Portugal } and having thus coUeded a confiderable force. 

Vol. I. they 
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III. they took the Arch-Duke Charles on board, and failing firft 
to Gibridtar, directed their cour(e from thence to Catalonia. 

Spain was not in a condition to refift an annament of fuch 
force; its arrival fprcad terror and confu(ion through the 

whole country; the fortrellcii of Lcrida an J Tortofa were 
delivered into the hands of the Arch-Duke without a blow ; 
Barcelona wat forced to capitulate { and alniofl the whole 
kingdom of Valencia, and the province of Catalonia> fub- 
mittcd to the power of the invaders. 

On the approach of winter, the fleet of the confederates 
retired ttom the coall cjf Spain ; but the Arch-Duke, who 
had now taken upon him the title of King of Spain, attended 
with the land forces of the allies, took up his quarters in the 
heart of the kingdom. 

The frontiers of Spain, on the fide of Portugal, had been 
invaded early in the Ipring, and kvcral principal towns in 
the provinces of fieyro and Alentejo had fallen into the hands 
of the enemy ; but the invaders having undertaken the iiegc 
of Badajox, met with a repul£b, and were driven back into 
Portugal. 

During 
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During the courfc of the campaign, the Emperor Leo- LiTTta m. 
pold died : this prince was a bigot in religion, and entirely 
governed his priefts, whofe ill councils ran him into great 
difficulties and dangers* It was the Teverity of his perfecu- 
tiont» which firft provoked the Hungarians to aflift the Turks 
in a war againft their Ibvereign and it was the repetition of 
the fame perfecutions, that railed new commotions in Hun- 
gar}'; which, in conjundlion with the revolt of the Elcdor 
of Bavaria, would have brought on his entire ruin* had he 
not been relieved fr<Mn his great difbefi 1^ the treafure and 
blood of the Englilh. 

In the character of this Emperor, Burnet, my friend, makes 
die following reflexion : *< It could not but be obierved by 

** all proteftants, huw much the ill influence of the popilh 
•* rclitjion appeared in this monarch, who was one of the 
mildeft and mod virtuous princes of the agcj fince cruelty 
" in matters of religion had a full courie under him, though 
'* it was as contrary to his natural temper as it was tt> his 
« intereft." 

Leopold was fuccceded by his Ion Jofcph in his heredi- 
tary and eleilive dignities : ambition and bigotry were as 
apparent in this Prince as in the reft of his predeccfibrs. The 
acceffion of the Spantlh throne, the increafe of the Imperial 

Q^a . power 
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LBTTKft III power on the ruins of the authority of the German princes, 
and the total redu&ion of the iofurgeats in Hungary in order 
to repeat oppreliion, were obje^s more warmly purfued by 
JoJeph than by his father ; and in thefe pious defigns he was 

warmly afliftcd by the good people of England: however, to 
fave appearances, it was given out, that Jofeph intended to 
correal the errors of his father's government, and that he had 
promifed to the minift^rs of the Queen, and the States, that 
be would ofier all reafonable terms to the Hungarians* 

The Duke of Marlborough, who was regarded as the (a- 

v ior of tlic Gcrni.iii empire, and the ginrdian deity of the 
houfe of Auftria, in confcqucnce of a prclTing invitation from 
Jofeph, vifited the Imperial court, before his return to Eng- 
land : in the rout he was magnificently entertained by the 
EleAor Palatine, and the Magiftracy of Franckfort;^ and 
at Vienna was received with veiy fubftantial marks of diA 
tinOion; he was created a I^ince of the Empire* and pre- 
&nted with a grant of the Lord(hip of Mindlebeim, in Sua- 
bia, which was ere<^led into a principality. 

Thb advancing to thefe high honors a favorite of thaEn- 
giifii court, was no- mean policy in the, Emperor, who was 
£) ddlitute of the means to cany on his ambitious projeds,. 
diat he could not even f urnifh- his part- of the forces employed 
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by the allies againil the common enemy i however, it was LtrrtR m> 
promifed by the Duke of Marlborough, and the Earl of Sun- 
derland, his ibn-ia-law, in the chara^r of envoy-^xtraor* 
dinary, that all deficiencies Aould be made up by the court 
of England ; and the States^General, who weve too much 
interefted in the war not to be governed by the vigorous 
councils of the Duke of Marlborough, confcntcd to join 
Engl.md in maintaining an additional body of ten thoufand 
men, as a reinforcement to the army of Prince Eugene in 
Italy i and the winter was ipent by the feveral allies in the 
making great preparations to renew the fummer's campaign 
with, redoubled vigor^ 

Had the French generals continued to a<5l with the fame 
prudence and caution they oblervcd in the two preceding 
campugnSf all the mighty preparations of the enemy would 
haT« evaporated in the fame fruitlefs expence-i but, un** 
fortunately for France, diBbent ccxundls and diffemit le* 
ibltttions pftvdled.. 

The Mareclial de Villeroi, either in obedience to the or- 
ders of the French court, or from an impatience natural to 
conditutional courage, iiTuing from the lines he had> formed 
behind the Dyie, in Flanders, advanced to Tirlemont* and 
fnm thence, without waiting for. the arrival of the EkOor of 

Btovana,, 
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Lettek III. Bavaria, proceeded to Ramiiies : at Ramilies he met the 
united armies of the alUes ; both £des Suddenly formed in 
order of battle. 

The left wing of the French army was covered with the 

'Geete, and an impaifable morafs running along its banks ; 
their right with the village of Tavicrcs, on the banks of the 
Mehaigne; and the village oi Ramilies, lituated on a plain 
near the iburce of the Geete, ftood at a fmall diifamce before 
their centre. 

The advantage of his fituation rendered die Marechal 
more dian a match for the fuperiority of numbers in the ene- 
my j but deceived wuh. the fame device which had been 
pra^fed vi^ith fuccels the lal\ campaign, he thinned the left, 
where the attack was really intended) to ilrengthen the right, 
where it was impra^Ucable. In the of dsat c«»ifiifion 
which diis tnjudicbus alteration oocafioncd, the Duke began 
the attack ; the Englilh infantry felt on the centre of the 
enemy, whilft Ovcrkirk, with the Dutch foot, attacked the 
right wing : the French troops iu tlie centre made a gallant 
lefiftaace to the attack oi the EngUih infantry ; but being at 
length chaiged by the whole body of the Englifh army, 
tiorfe and foot, in the front, and at the iame time by the Da« 
nilk cavalry in the flank, they gave way in foch dtlbrder, 

that 
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that the horfe abandoning the foot, with which they were in- Ltrrtt riL 
tcrlined, the latter were all cut all to pieces. 

Eight battalions which de Villeroi had placed in Rami- 
lies, when they perceived the main body driven from die 
field, endeavored to retreat toward the right ; but they were 
attacked by the enemy's cavalry, before they could put tbem- 
felves in a proper poilure of defence, and feveral were killed, 
and the reft difperied ; the left wing gave way before the 
Dutch; and thus, in lefs than a quarter of an licur, ci-hty 
thoufand of the French troops were put to an intire rout, and 
a compleat victory remained to the allies, who left no more 
dian three thouiand dead on the field, and took of ijpoils one 
hundred pieces of cannon and a great quantity of baggage, to- 
gt^ther with all die trophies of vnr. 

The total conqucrt: of Brabant, and almoft all Spaniili 
Flanders, was the immediate confequence of the victory; 
Louvain, Bruilels, Antwerp, Mechlm, Atoft, Ghent^ and 
Oudenarde, furrendered widiout firing ii gunj Oflend was 
obliged to capitulate; Menin furrendered, after an obfUnate: 
fefiflance; and Ac fieges of Dendermonde and Ath, which 
were taken fucceffively, concluded the operations of the 
campaign. 

The 
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Ltrrt* III. Thf, French and Spaniiuds, taking advantage of the ab- 
fence ol the EiigUili lieet, laid iiege to Barcelona, where the 
Arch-Duke had taken up his head-quarters j but when the 
town wa» on the point of being (lormed, an Engliih fleet, 
fttperior to the enemy« appeared on the coaft, and the Comte 
de Thouloufe, commander of the French fleet, precipitately 
retired in the night : this reinforcement of troops being 
thrown into Barcelona, the King of Spain and the Marcchal 
de 1 ell'c, who had Ihut up the town by land with an < .my of 
twenty thoufand men, raiied the iiege in confufion ; when 
the Engliih, taking advantage of the confternation of the 
enemy, which was greatly heightened by a fadden darkneA 
from an almoA total eclipie of the ilin, purfued diem with 
flaughter. Philip, who had abandoned his camp, his pro- 
vifions, his cannon, with ail the implements of war, to the 
pofleflion of his competitor, after taking a circuit with his 
broken and ruined army through a part of the dominions of 
France, returned to Madrid. 

Thsse were not all the difgraces and mortifications fuftatn- 
ed by this unfortunate monarch on the fide of Portugal. The 
combined armies of Engliih and Portugucfe, under the Joint 
comtnand of the Earl of Galway and the Marquis de Las 
Minus, entered Bftnunadura, took Alcantara, forced Cividad, 
Rodngo Salamancha, and die p<^ of Elpinar, and then di- 

xs&xA 
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reded dtdr march to Madrid. Philip, who was in no con- timit 'm. 

dition to withftand fo powerful an army, iib 'luioned his ca- 
pital, and removed the Queen and the court to Burgos. The 
Englidi and the Portugucfe entered Madrid in triumpli; nnd, 
to complete the fuccelXes of the campaign, the English fleet 
at this period fecured Carthagena, which had deckred for 
the Arch-Duke. . 

It was at this period in the power of the allies to obtain 
the grand objeft of this dcftru<ftivc and expcnfivc war, by 
transferring the crown of Spain from the houlc of Bourbon 
to the hoofe of Auihria j but whilil the Arch-Duke remained 
ifui^ve at Barcelona, die EngUOi and Pertuguefe loitered 
away their time in the nidft of debcucheiy at Madrid. Thui 
d&e SpaniardSj who abhorred the thoughts of having a King;, 
impofed on theni by heretics, had time to recover from their 
conflernation ; and i'hilip, who had raifcd an army lliperior 
to the enemy, marched to Madrid, obliged the allies to retire, 
and became re-poflelTed of his capital. Galway and Las 
Minas, having joined the Arch-Duke, they pafled into thc- 
kiogdom of Valencia, and dii^6d dieir quarters in fiich a. 
manner as to cover the kingdoms of Arragon and Cktaknua, 
and maintain a £cee entrance into Caftile ; but before the end. 
oi ilie campaign, Carthagena was retaken by the Duke of 
Berwick. 

Vox.. I. R Th« 
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tiTTBK III. The year 1706, my friend, was a year of accumulated 
loilcs and dilgraces to the houfe of Bourbon. In Italy, Prince 
En2;enc, who commanded the Imperial army on the frontiers 
of Venice, after having polled feveral rivers and many defiles 
tvidiottt meeting widi any oppofition* in die firft week in 
September arrived in ^e neighbourhood of Turin; here he 
was joined by the Duke of Savoy; and the two commanders, 
when united, found themfelves ftrong enough to attack die 
enemy, who, having reduced thegarriibn to great diftrcrs for 
want of ammunition, were on the point of becoming mafters 
of the capital of Savoy. The Duke of Orleans, and the 
Marechal de Marrin were fuddenly attacked in their entrench- 
mentSs and after an oblHnate conteft for two hours, the enemy 
entered their camp, drove them from the fidd, and took all 
their cannon, mortars, heavy baggage, ammunition, and im« 
plements employed in the ficge: the Marechal de Margin 
was killed lu ilic engagement; the Duke of Orleans was 
wounded j and, in confequcnce of the entire rout of the 
French army, the Modenefe, the Mantuan«, the Milanefe» 
Piedmont, and ultimately the kingdom of Naples, were loft 
to the houfe of Bourbon. In Germany, where the Imperi- 
were left to fight their own batdes, the Prench were 
able to maintain a conteft, which they had found unequal in 
Spain, Flanders, and Italy. 

Tub 



4 



' Digitized by Google 



Rewhttkn to tie frejhn thm* 123 

The Marcchal de Villars, with a well-appointed army, LftTu*. lu. 
found himfelf liiperior to the Prince of Baden, who was ill 
iupported by the court of Vienna ; be recovered all that had 
been loft in the preceding campaign $ and had the court of 
Verfiilles been in a lituation to ftrengthen, ioftead of weak- 
ening their army in Germany,, by detachments, fuch was the 
languor aud iiikriority of the enemy, that Villars nilghi have 
penetrated into the heart of Germiiny, and, with the aOld- 
ance of the Hungarians, have beHcgcd the Emperor in his 
capital. 

Tiitrs, my friend, I have related to you all the capital 
military aftions of the EngliHi and dieir allies in Germ : 
Flanders, Italy, and Spain, during the firft five years of the 
war. I do not know how you will taile the arrangement of 
the matter ; but 1 am fure you will approve of the brevity of 

. the detail ; and that I have not teafed you with perplexed and 
confuftddefcriptiona of battles, leldom underftood by the wri- 

. ter, and never by tfaereader, even when the gnMt:mafter of the 
military icience, Julius Caelar, condefcends to relate his won> 
derful exploits in Gaul; and when the pen of Julius, my 
friend, cannot inftrudt us in die manner in which his victo- 
ries were atchieved, is it not a contemptible vanity in hiflo- 
cians to wafle their titrie; and, what is yet worfe, the patience- 
of dieir readers, in long and minute relations of military ac-> 

R. 2. tions,, 
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LiTTflft i{L tions, which they would not have undcrilood had they been 
on the ipot on which they were fought, and which are on]jr 
dcfcxiptions detailed from one ignorant writer to another ?— 
But to return to my narrative: 
• 

Whilst England was engaged in this L\pcnfi\'e and ua- 
n itural war on the Continent, her navy was ihamcfully ncg- 
leded, her trade was unproteded, and the merchants, with 
reafon, complained of frequent and great feizures made by 
the enemy. 

It was the I'nl nccefTity ot raiiliit; .md fupporting a land 
army to defend thcmlelvcs againft the cruel combination of 
the courts of France and £ngland, which had reduced the 
freedom of the Dutch, and raifed the power and the impor- 
tance of the houfe of Orange, In addition to tbefe confide- 
rations, William was extravagantly fend of the chaiader of a 
great general ; he eidier was, or afieded to be, entirely igno- 
rant of naval afiairs f moreover, it was not die intereft of the 
Dutch that England fliould be the miftrefs of tiie fea ; and 
during the wliole adminiftration of our great deliverer, her 
maritime ftrcngth was either wafted in ineffedual exertions, 
or foffered to decay for want of fupport and attention: at die 
&me time every opportuni^ was taken to- introduce an un- 
conftitutional military eftablifliment. 

The 
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The empire of the fea, my friend, is attended with fuch lbttsr iiu 
important commercial advantages, and is fo ibong a 6cu- 
rity agatnft the ambition and infelcnce of foreign enemies, 
diat it is impoflible diat any fovcreigns can be miftaken in 
this gtand pdnt of policy; but where a people, through idle- 
ncls, ignorance, and corruption, p.iy no attention to the con- 
cerns of the public, and leave the important interefts of fo- 
cicty to the care of individuals, thcfe important intereils will 
ever be Sacrificed to the luds of thofe individuals : this, in 
a very peculiar manner, has for many centuries been the for- 
tone of England. 

On the accclTion of Queen Aaiic, tli;: u hole management 
of the fea department was put under the care of her huiband, 
■ the Prince of Denmark, who had the title of Lord High Ad- 
miral, and a council was appointed to affift him. The lega* 
Uty of this, fays Bnmet, was much qtiefttoned; for it was a 
new court, which conld not be authortled to aft, bit by an 
aft of parliament ; yet the reipeft paid the Queen prevented 
this being made a public queftion, fo that objections to it 
never went beyond a fecret murmur. I fliall not, my friend, 
in this place animadvert on the folly of that complaifance, 
which innovates into the prelcribed rules of government 1 
and how dangerous are all precedents, which in monarchies 
weaken die limitations laid on prerogative: I flull only here 

relate 
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LiTTiL ilL relate the confcquence which at this time attended the re- 
rpe^lful condiu"! nf the public : Prince George was a man of 
a veiy indolent dilpofition, of little or no judgment in the 
bnfinefs confided to his care, good natured, and eaiy to be 
impoled on : it was not the intereft isS thofe who managed 
the war» that laurels ihould be gathered at Tea ; all the naval 
expeditions, therefore, were ill planned ; from the a\'arice of 
contractors, the fleets were ill and fparingly vitlualled ; from 
the want of judgment in the Lord High Admiral, ihtj were 
worfe officered, and the commanders fo ill futted to each 
other in their di^ofitions. that the iervice frequently fufiered 
from' their quarrels, and want of agreement. The taking of 
Gibraltar, die fubjedion of Majorca and Ivtca to die domi" 
nion of the Arch- Duke, tlie tranfporting troops to Spain, the 
reduction of Barcelona, the raifmg that ficge, and the con- 
ducting Prince Charles with great pomp to Portugal, were 
all the mighty exploits, my friend, performed by the fleet in 
the laft four years of die war. But if we made fmall pro- 
grefs.at fea, it muft be owned, we figured away on die land: 
the whole ftrengdi of the war lay on the fide of England ; 
we fubfiftcd thofe who would not fight their own battks 
without pay ; wc fupported armies in Portugal, in Italy, 
in Spain, in Germany, and in Flanders ; we had at one time 
near fiz^ thouland men in the field ; we had the high honor 
of ftftiog on die principles of felf-denial; and, whilft we 
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were gaining and conferring (lominionf on princes, of modeftly LtTxtR III. 
contenting ourfclves, for the expencc of above thirteen mil- 
lions of Ipecie, befidcs damage in trade, witii bonfires, te 
deunUj Ihoudngs, and other fimilar tokens of triumph and 
fuccefs. 

Whilst the two houfes of parliament were almofl unani- 
mous in the lavifli grants they made to the crown, for the 
purpofe of fctthng the affairs of Europe, the fpirit of party 
cxercjfed itfelf on the fubjed of religious toleration. 

1 

Ths ^xiCt union formed in the days of Charles the Fiift, 
between the partizans for Qrranny in the church, and the par> 
tizans for tyranny in the fiittej continued through the reigns of 
his ieveral fucceflbrs to tfae prefent times; tfiis union confe- 

quently formed a fimilar attachment between the diffenters and 
the party who pretended to oppofe the torics on the principles 
of libeity; and as religion is the fubjc^ the mod proper to 
rouie the fiery zeal of the populace, each party, when in 
dilgrace with the ibvereign, availed themielves ci this cir- 
cutnilance, to raife it» clamors of the multitude a^unft the 
admintftration : the cry that the church was in danger always 
fignified the power of the whigs^ and, on the contrary, when 
the tories were in odice, the protcftant religion, and the blef- 
fed fruits of the revolution, on the point of being loH, by 

attempts 
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LirriR m. attampts fo defeat die Hanom fiicceflion» were argumentt 

urged in the two houfes, and repeated by every pamphleteer 
who had liAed himielf on the Ude of oppolition to govern- 
inent* 

During die firft five years of <^een Aiuie*s reign, rqxeated 
attempts were made to bring in a bill againft die oocafional 
conformity of the diflenters, for the purpofe of enjoying of- 
fices in the ftate : it fevcral times paflcd the Commons with 
little oppoHtion, but was al\\ ays reje^ed by the upper houfe, 
where the whig intereft at this time prevailed i nor was re- 
ligious toleration the only objeft of difpute between the two 
(obOTdinate parts of the legiflattire* 

Fivt inhaijit.uits of the borough of Aylcfbury brought 
their actions agaiiiil White, the mayor of the corporation, for 
having refufed to receive their votes ia the elciUon of mem- 
bers to ferve in parliament : the Commons ordered thefe men 
to be committed to Newgate, for a breach of privilege! die 
prifoners brought their habeas corpus into theQueenVbench; 
the Lord Chief Juftice Holt declared it as his opinion, that 
neither houfc of ]~iarli.uiient, nor both jointly, without the 
concurrence of the fovercign, had any power or right to dif- 
pofe of the liberty and property of the fubje^: die Chief 
JniHce inight have carried his aigument farther, and declared, 

that 
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that not all the combined powers of government have a right Uttsk hi. 
toA&in oppofition to the eftabiilhed rules of the conAitution: 
however, his opinion was oppofed by his brethren on the 
bench; the prifoners were remanded ti> prifooi aiid the Com- 
cnons, not content with their invidious exertion of power * 
in the fifft inftance, on two of the prifoners petitioning for 
a writ of error to brinjr the matter before the Lords, ad- 
drelled the Queen not to grant the writ; voted, that all thofe 
. who were either concerned in managing the writs of habeas 
coirptis* or in procuring the writ of error, were difturbers of 
the public piacfc, ttd enemies of the privileges of the Com- 
mons of Bnglflnd; Ordered the four counfelfors» who had 
pleaded for the men of Ayklbury the bar of the Queen's- 
bench, to be taken into cufliody ; and fent their ferjeant at 
strms at midnight, with every circumfbnce of feverity and 
terror, to remove iSta prifoners from Nev^gate. 

These exo-tions of power, even when the Commons de- 
fend^ the liberties of the people againft the encroachments 
of tlic crown, were ever difagreeable to tlie people, and, at 
bcft, regarded as nccelVary evils; but as this once-popular 
aiTembly no longer a£ted as faithful guardians of the public 
liberty' and property, tod began to be Coniidered by all think- 
ing men as a veiyoppreffive and cx^kertfive patirt of the govern*' 
ment, thefe «eertions were more generally abhorred than the 

Vd£. I, S moft 
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LtTTB* HI. moil unwarrantable ftrctches of prerogative: and the rea(bn 
is plain. Whilft the reprefcntatives of tliC people a<fl; on the 
principles of conllitutional equity, the people have a legal rc- 
Ipurce againft all abuies in the adminUbratioo of the go. 
vernment; but when the government is corrupt, and tainted 
in its popular part, the people have no rtmedy but an appeal 
by the (word, or a recourfe to the dangerous (belter which 
the prerogative afibrds. 

The Lords, out of a i'pirit of oppo£tion to the Commons, 
at this time tooJc the part of the people ; and in their pro- 
ceedings on a petition from the injured pardesj came to the 
following relbltttions : 

Firft, That neither houfe of parliament have any power to 
create new privileges incon(iftent with the known laws and 
coftoms of parUament: 

Secondly, Every fubje£t of England who thinks himfelf 
injured, has a right to feek redrefs by an aAion at lawj and 

that the houfe of Commons, in committing the men of 
Aylefbury, have encroached on the conllitution of the king- 
dom, by pretending to give to their owA declarations the 
Ibrce of an eftabli(hed law: 

Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, That every Engliihman who is imprifoned by l«tt»i iil 
any authori^ whatibever, has a right to apply for, and to 

obtain his habeas corpus; and that the Commons, in en« 

croaching by tlieir animadvcrfions on this undoubted right, 
have made a breach in the ilatutes provided for the liberty 
of thefubjedr. 

In confequence of thefe relblutions, the Lords granted two 
writs of habeas corpus, retomable before the Lord Keeper, 

in behalf ot two of the council for the men of Aylcfbury, 

The Lords' refolutions were followed with counter refo- 
lutions by the Commons j and thefe counter refolutions with 
commands' to the feijeant at arms to make no return, or 
yield any obedience to the writs » and at the iame ^me, the 
Lord Keeper was acquainted, that the writs fliould be fuper^ 
ceded, as contrary to law, and to the privileges of the Com- 
mons of England. 

On tlicfe proceedings of the Commons, the upper houfc 
. demanded a free conference 1 die conference proved ineffec- 
tual $ the Lords fitlicited die Queen to give orders for the 
immediate ifltiing of the writs j but die Qgeen diought it 
more expedient to put an end to the dilute by an immediate 
prorogation, 

S a This 
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LiTTik III. This bufinefs, which produced fuch warm altercation bc- 
tweiBii the V>rds an4 Commons^ l>egvi zt the clofe of the lail 
ieffionfi. The Lords, on appeal in a cau£s between Alhby and 
the iame mayor of Ayle(bttry» had given judgment in favor of 
the proiecDtor. The Commons, already exafperated againft 
the Lords for flinging out the hill againll occalional confor- 
mity, and for their oppofition on other matters of party» 
were grown enrag^ with this ii;iterierence in matters of elec- 
tioD> aii4 disputes threatened to run high : the Qjif^ had. 
lecourfe to the expedient of a prorogation % and in her ipeech 
on the occafioOf ihe recommended unanimi^ as neoefiSury 
to the fuccefs of the nation abroaci, and their lafcty and hap- 
pine(s at home. 

Whilst the fa^flious fquabbles. betii(een whig and toiy^ 
high church and, low* diftraded and divided the nation, the 
meafures of adminiftratioa were carried without interruption 
in parliament i die fupplies were voted unantnioafly; and 
the great favorite, the Duke of Marlborough, befides the 
large emoluments of his office, and the prefents received from 
foreign Aates, had the additional gratification of the honor 
and mapor of WoodiViclty ao4 hundred of Wooten. This 
W9S attain^ in %, vim^ the. moft plea£ng to the Duke's 
amJtutv>9j £k the. Qompipns* having, onleced . a committee 
of their body to wait on him with their thanks for the fuc- 
cefs 
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ccfs of his late negociations in the cabinet, as well as for his Lbttxk hi. 
vuSorics in the field> appointed a day for conHdering his |cr- 
vkett and th^n addreiZed her MajeAy to find means to per- 
petuate their nwmoiy. The Qnoen acquainted. them» that 
ihe intended to grant to the Puke and his heirs the intereft 
of the crown in ^e f<HV*inentioned honor and manor; and 
flie defired the aiTiflancc of the hoiuc in clearing from in- 
cumbrance the lieutenancy and rangerfliip of the parks, with 
the rents and profits of the manor and hundreds, which had 
heea already given vnay for tmo> Uvea. The Queen's reqneft: 
was immedialely CQmpUed:inilhj a-ihill was bnwight in^ to 
the purport of hep meflag^ and it paffed both houfes without 
oppoiition. 

The Queen followed this ad of generoilty, which indeed 
was at the cacpeiKe of the- public* with one which afic^iedcfae- 
body of die clergy in geocnli and as it was given out of die 
ipvenue of crown, canied with it the appearance of real' 
mttnificcoc«4 

F1R.ST fruits, and tenths, fays Burnet, biihop of Sarum, 
was an impolition begun by the Popes» in the time of tb& 
hply wao« as a fund to fopport tfaefe-cxpeditkna : but when 
taxes aie once raiied*. and tbfr paypenta hsnre boeaictt3ed.inn> 
a oMloiil* thf7<a«ealway«coiitiiiiiMl» evtii.«fioi dmpceteMca 
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tiTTiE in. for which they were raifed fubfifts no more : Co this became 
■ ft ftanding' branch of the papal power, till Henry the Eighth 
- feemed refolved to take it away ; it was firll aboHlhcd for a 
year, probably to draw in die clergy to confent 'the more 

willingly to a change , but in the fuccccding feflton of par- 
liatncnt, this revenue wai again fcttkd as part of the iiicoinc 
ot the crown for ever : it is true, it was the more eafily 
borne, becauie the rates were ftill at their old value, which 
ID Ibtne places was not the tenth, and in Ibme places not 
above the fifth of the true value j but the clergy had been 
ofiten threatened with a new valuation, in which the rates 
were to be rigoroufly fct to their full extent. 

The tenths, continued the fame writer, amounted to about . 
eleven thouiknd a year, and the firft fruits, which were more 
cafual, role one jtst with another to five thoufind pounds; 
ib die whole amounted to between fixteen and fisventeen 
dioufand pounds a year r this was not brought into the trea* 
lury, as die other braiivhci ul the revenue but the biniop?, 
who had been the Pope's collcilors, were now the King');, j 
ib perfons in favor obtained afiignations of it for life, or for 
ft term of years : diis had not been applied to ftny good uie, 
but was ftill obtained by favorites, for diemfelves and their 
friends; and, in King Charles the Second's time, it went 
' chiefly among his women and his natural children. On this 

piece 
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piece of liiRory, Burnet makes the following obfcrvatlon : LiTTik lu. 
that It icemed ilrange, while the clergy had nuich credit at 
court, they bad never reprefented this as i'acrilege, unlefs it 
was applied to fome religious purpofe; and that during Arch« 
bilhop's Laud's favor with King Charles the Firft, or at the 
reftoration of King Charles the Second, no endeaVors had 
been ulied to appropriate this to better ufes. 

Th£ good Biihop, who, it ieems, was the perfon who ad- 
vifed d]ie Queen in this bufinefs, proceeds in making icveral 
apt refledions on the reafonableneis of providing better 
fubfiftance for the poor clergy, who, in Ibme hundreds of 
cures, had not twenty pounds a year j and aJfo on the Icandai 
of not making feme provifion at the Reiloration, when the 
fines amounted to much above a million ; and tells us, that 
he Ihould have obtained a relief to the clergy in the late 
King's time, but the Earl of Sunderland had procured an a£* . 
Agnation upon two diocefes for two thoufand a year for two 
lives ; ib nothing was to be hoped for after that.— But to go 
on with my ftory : 

In the year 1704, the Queen £mt a medage to the houle 
of Commons, fignifying hn pufpoie to apply that branch of 
the revenue, which was ru&d out of the firft-fruits and 
tilths paid by the clergy, to the increafe of all dw finall be* 

neiices 
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1.11X1% III. neficcs in the nation : the Commons received the mellage 
with great marks of approbation ; fevcral of the whig party> 
and, in particular, Sir John Holland and Sir Jofeph Jckyl, 
moved that the clergy might be entirely freed from die ux, 
fince diey bore an equal ihare of other taxes f and that another 
fund might be raifed, of the £ime value, for the augmenta- 
tion of iuiall livings. This generous propohil was oppoicd 
by Sir Chriftophcr Mufgravc, and other tories, on the pre- 
tence that the clergy ought to be kept on a dcpendance on 
the crown; however, a bill waa bcoo^t in, enabling her 
Nfojefly to alienate that branch of the levenuoj which aroie 
from firft-firuits and tendis, and to create a corporation by 
charter to apply it to the ufe of the fofe-mcntioncd aogmcn^ 
tation; and to this they added a repeal of the ftatute of Mort- 
main» fo far as to leave it free to all men, either by deed, or 
by their lafl will, to give what they thought fit towards the 
augmenting of benefices. 

THOireirthc Queen, from her fifft aceefiion, h»i>{kewn- 

a great partiality to thofe who were called of the high church 
party j yet the clergy in general, and the moft captious of 
the tory party, were much diflAtisiired with ibe court, for not 
iifin§ aU the influence, of the csown: to olMBiA- the biU .agakift 
qccafiflnali conformity. 

The 
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The two houll-s of con vocation contuiucd the (Jirputcs LetTta iii. 
which had begun in the lall reign, concerning the manner 
of fynodical proceedings, and the right of tiie lower lioufe 
to hold intermediate aflemblies. The bilhops, as diey had 
complied with every change of government, were regarded as 
the betrayers of the Indefeafible rights of monarchy and the 
church; and as the lower houle was fuppofcd to be more or- 
thodox in their civil and religions principles, they were en- 
couraged by the houfc of Commons, who palled a vote that 
they would on all occafions aflert the juil rights and privi- 
lege of the lower houfe of convocation : this encouragement 
increa&d party difputes j hence arofe the diftindions of high 
church and low i the flame was ^read from England to Ire- 
land by the Earl of Rochefter, during the time of his go- 
vernment of that kingdom in the charailcr of Lord Lieu- 
tenant. As this nobleman efpoufed high principles in the 
higheft degree he was looked up to as one of the protedors 

of the church j and as the Earl of Goddphin, Lwd Trea- 
furer» was one of the Peers who voted againft the bill to pre^ 

vent occafional conformity, the Earl of Rochefter was fet up 
by the party as tlie moll proper perlbn to be trufted in the 
office of firft rainifter. 

Thb Earl of Godolphin, at the fame time that he had die 
mislbrtune to fall into diigrace with die hi^ church parly, 
Vot. I, T was 
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LiTTE* lu. was h.itcd and fufpedlcd by the whigs, as an adherent and 
even a corrclpondent with the exiled family; and it was the 
terror, that the two parties would unite againft the TreaTurer, 
and embarrais the mpafures of gpvemment, which prevailed 
with her Majeiiy (o make fome changes in the miniftiy, and 
to admit a few of tfaofe who were reputed to be of die whig 
faction : the tories took the alarm ; the Earl of Nottingham 
rcfigncd the office of fecretary of ftatc; his rcfignation made 
way for others who were of the whig intcreft and the 
fears of Godolphin, who was threatened by the whi^ with 
a profecution for great mifmanagement, or treachery, in re- 
gard to the a&irs of ScotUndj co-operating with the furlinefs 
of the tpries, induced the Queen, contraiy to her inclina^ 
tbn, to fling herielf entirely into the hands of the whigs i 
and, confequently, this fa^ion was furniifaed with an oppor- 
tunity of efie^aliy fecuring to themleives a majprlty in the 
new parliament of 1705. 

The tories, to ftir up xSm ill humors of the populace and 
to induce them to become the indruments of their ambition* 
continually founded the alrinn of the danger of the church 
from the heterodox principles of the whig fa<flion: the pul- 
pits rang with abuiive harangues againft the whole body of 
diflenttrs of all denominations; and the of the popul«ce 
W8^,often epfciied,to th^ qf iq^tii^-liouipfy 

the 
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the difturbing difienting congregradons in their religious tim%. m* 
worfhip. 

Such unwarrantable proceedings, when the tories were 
in power, were rather encouraged than othcrwile by the 
government ; but the Queen, in her fpeech to the p.u-liaaicut 
which met in 1705, as a proof that in this rclpcdl fhe had 
made ibme alteration in her fyilem of policjr, condescended to 
declare from the throne, that die chtirdk Was in no danger: 
but notwidiftanding this additional' provocation to tihe admlt- 
ting the whigs into power, the Tupplics which diiis year, be- 
fides the ordinary revenue and the paymentofintereft for debts, 
amounted to above five millions, were voted with the fame 
onanimi^as fonnerly: but though this great public concern^ 
for reafons of policy, as both parties had been abettors of the 
war, and had both concurred ib' the ezpenfive manner in 
which itF was tb be conduded^ was needed as a proper fiib< . 
jeft of oppofition, yet the ieflions did not'pafs over without 
manifeil lymptoms of the dirpk\'.rLirc, which the court h^id 
fallen under, of that fadion whole principles of non-refiHance 
condemn all con tefl with the crown, and who had fo warmly 
pon^yriied'the adiriittiftrati6ii of the pfdent fiyraceigii. 

« 

P'reVious to tile meeifihg of parliament,' die tories in a 

private confukation hod rcluived to propofe, either by bill or 

T z addrefs> 
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LcTTSK XII. addrefs, to demand from the Q^iccn that ilic iVinccls Sophia 
fliould be invited into the kingdom as the next heir of the 
crown i and inconfiAcnt as iuch a mcalure was to the private 
principles of the party, and to their public condu^, for they ' 
had rejeAed the fame propofal when ofiered by the whigs, 
the Lord Haverfliam was not aihamed to be the mouth of 
the party : he began with invcii^hing againft the conduA of 
« the allies in the laft campaign; by implicatiou he blamed 

the favorite ; and concluded his Ipeech with a motion that 
her Majeily fhould be addrefl'ed to invite the prefumptivc 
heir, according to the a£t of fettkment, into £nglaad. 

Lor 5 Haverlham was fupported in his motion, with great 

warmth, by the Duke of Buckingham, and the Earls of Not- 
tingham and Rochcllcr, \\ho, among oilier arguments, urged 
the danger of the Pretender's being in England, on the event 
of a fucccHion, before fhe legal fuccefTor could have time to 
arrive. In the courfe of the debate, fome refleftions were 
thrown out on purpofe to mortiiy the Queen, who was pre- 
^ lent, viz. that her Majeily might reign ib long as to be in a 

ftate of childhood I and in fuch a cafe, the afiiurs of the 
kingdom might fuffitr for want of an able diredor. 

The whigs, who never were behind the torics in acting a 
differeiit part, according to their different iicuatioo, to prc- 

ierve 
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fcrvc their intcrell with the Queen, oppofcd the favorite mea- LtTxta iii. 
iure with the fame warmth with which it was propofed; the 
motion was rejected by the majority $ and by the addrefs of 
the Lord Wharton, the tones were made inftniments to tt- 
cure the proteftant fuccefiiont though in a diflferent manner 
than party pique had urged them to propose. 

According to the purport of a motion made by this Peer, 
and introduced in a fpeech, in which he indulged a vein of 
irony at the expence of the oppofition, a bill was brought in 
for forming an eventual regency of the firft officers of Aate, 
to take place upon the death of the Queen. 

Thus the kingdom was eficcUuiUy iccurcd from a ufurped 
authority, by a continuation of legal government till the fuc- 
ceflbr ihould arrive. The tories, who had urged an invita- 
tion of the piefumptive heir merely for the purpofe of dlf- 
treffing the whigs, oppoled this bill in eveiy claufe : however, 
it was carried againft the whole force of the party } and, to 
the eternal difgrace of the whigs, by the fame bill, wlii^-h le- 
cured to the kingdom a proteftant fovereign, thofc ncccffary 
limitations, which in a former bill had been made to the 
power of the crowsi were taken away. 

The 
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I.ITTS* m. The triumph of the whigs did not ftop here: the Lord 
Halifax having moved for a day to exsunine into the pretended 
danger of the church, z vrann debate enfoed, which ended 
in a vole, that the church was in a fiie and flouriflnng con-* 
dition, and that whoever (hould (iiggeft that die eflabliflied 
" church was in duiger, was an enemy to the Queen, the 
church, and the kingdom : with this vote of the Peers the 
Commons agreed. 

TiioUGH iSbh letter, my friend, it Ion;, yet I cannot con- 
clude it without relating one of the moft important tranfic- 
tions of this reign, viz. the union of the two kingdoms of 
England and Scotland ; a union, which had been often at- 
tempted by the Sovereign, and as often rejected by one or 
both nationt» on reafima which» in a great meafure, have 
fince operated to die mutual di%uft of die two kingdomt^ 
and which may poffibly end in the dAfttu6tbtt of the'wfaole 
empire. 

None of the fubjedls under the dominion of the houfc of 
Stoarts had fuii'ered in fo fevere a manner as the Scots ; and 
it was with an alacri^ equal to a high ienfe of' tlieir injuries 
thu they embraced the opportnntQr^ a* revolution in £ng« 
land alFraded them, to throw off the intolerable yoke of 
flavery, to which they had been fubjogated on the refto- 

ration 
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r Uion of Charles the bccond to the crowns of England and littee iil 
Scotlajid. 

Ths aews of the Prince of Orange's landing in England 
was prodaimed in the weflera counties of Scotland with 
extravagant dcmonftrations of joy ; and as the greater part 

of the army had marched to England to Icipport the govern- 
ment of James, no rellraint was left to prevent the Scots from 
purfuing the courfe of their inclination, in their conduct oa 
the prefent emergency. 

Immbbiatbly after the itiglit of Jamei, thirty peers, 
and near eighty commoners of the Scotttfh nation, waited 
on the Prince of Orange, and requeued him to take into 
bis hands the government of Scotland: a convention, by 
his authority, in which no exceptions were to be made,^ 
only that die members were to be proteftants,. were or* 
dered to meet on die fourteenth of Mardi.; the ccMweatioii, 
when they met, loon reduced the finall par^, which yet 
adhered to the intereft of James, to obedience to the new 
government. One Crane, an Englifhman, "v^Oio Lrujght a 
letter from this unfortunate monarch, was ordered into cuf- 
tody, A committee, conMing of eight lords, eight knights» 
and ei^ht burgefles,. were appointed to prepare the plan of 
mew (ettlementof the kin^om; this conwnitte, inftead of 

wrangling 
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iiTTii nr. "wrangling on matters of party difpute, and amufing them- 
felves, after the manner of the Englilh convention, in nice 
and unprofitable dillindions, went roundly to work, and 
agi«ed that James, by his milgovernment, had forfeited his 
right to the crown : this llrong reiblution of the committee 
was approved by the convention, who gave orders that ano^ 
ther aft (hould be prepared for railing William and Mary to 
the vacant throne, to conlidcrol the dcftination ol the crown 

to other heirs, and to form an inilrumcnt of government 
for fecuring for the future the people againit the grievances 
of which diey had long complained. According to the pur- 
port of diele reiblutions, William and Mary were proclaimed 
at Edinburgh; the Duke of Hamilton, a near relation of 
James, read in pcrfon- the of the convention and the 
Earl of Argylc, in the name of the lords j Sir James Mont- 
gomery, for the knights i and Sir John Dalrymplc, for the 
burgefles j were ordered to repair to London, to inveft Wil- 
liam with the government. 

If this difpofition in the Scots had been cultivated by an 
honeft attention to their political happinefs, it would, in all 
probabili^, have rendered them the warmeft friends to the 
new eftablidunent j but I am forty to have fo often an occa- 
fion to oblerve, that the enlarging civil liberQr was not the 

errand 
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errand for which Willi.iiii undertook fo haj^ardous and cx- Lettik IIJ. 
penUve an enterprizc, as the invaiion of England. 

When the commiflioners appointed by the convention 
waited on his Majcfty with the inftrument of government, 
they prefcnted him with a p ipcT^ containing a lift of griev- 
ances to be redrefled, and an addrefs for convening die con- 
vention into a parliament. To the laft requeft, William af- 
ftnted without hefitation, and to the lift of grievances he 
made a general anfwer; but when the parliament met, they 
had the mortification to find his Majefty s inftrudtions to 
hiii coniniilTioners very much circumfcribcd on the fuhjedl of 
grievances : and that the abolition of the lords of the articles 
could not be obtained, though they had been long and juftly 
deemed Incompatible with the firft principles of a free par- 
liamenL 

The ill humor which this unjuftifiable condud of the 
King occafioned, was at prefent fupprtlTcd, on account of 
the dangers which threatened the new government, from the 
adive intr^idity of the Vifcount Dundee, who had put 
himfdf at the head of fifteen hundred highlanders, and 
fyrtaA terror and deiblatios through ^e whole highlands of 
{Gotland. 

Vol. L U Dumdsb 
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lATTu m, Dundee was no Iboncr fupprefled, tluii the parliament 
began to Ihcw llroni; fymptoms of dilplcal'urc at the mealurcs 
of the crown, and to exert the priviltges which every repre- 
ieatative of the people ought to have to redre& the grievances 
of their conftituents ; they pafled an aA for the abolition of 
prdacy; they incapacitated obnoxious peribns from ferving 
the government; and they claimed the privilege, which they 
had cxcrcilcJ at tlic rclloration of monarchy, of examining, 
and rejecting) or receiving the judges. 

William, byan adfc of prerogative> had named the lords 
of feflions: the parliament pailed an aft, in which it was 
jMovided diat die nomination ibould be in the crown> and 
the approbation entirely in parliament; and when, in oppo- 

fition tothisjuft claim, the miniftry adhered to the King's 
nomination, they for bud the judges to open their coramil- 
iiom, or to hold their feilions. 

The Scotch miniftry, leveral of whom have been accufed 
by their own hiftorians as men of profligate principles, pre- 
pared to fupport dieir preteniions by force, and drew «n an- 
,ii(bal number of troops to Edinburgh; but as the majority 

were not to be intimidated, tumult and confulion prcwiilcdj 
the commiihoncr adjourned the afl'embly ; the oppohtioa pre- 
pared a remonftrance, in which, with many expreilions of 

zeal 
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2cal for his fervlce, and loyalty to his pcrfon, the King was LeTrta m. 
in a manner upbraided with a breach of the conditions on 
which he had received the crown, and in which the parlia- 
ment recapitulated the feveial afU to which he had not given 
his aiTent, and which Teemed to have been defignedly de- 
feated by a long adjournment: to this remonftrance the par- 
liament annexed the reafons for adhering to their votes ; and 
rcqikiled the King, in profccution of his acceptance of the 
claim of rights, to give his aflent to the fpecihcd acts, and 
to take fuch meafures as were beft calculated for redreifing 
all the other grievances of the nation. 

Ip the zeal of the friends to the revolution had not gone 
to fer, as to fettle a revenue on the King for life before the 
redrefs of grievances, a favorable anfwcr, in all probahilitv, 
would have been given to the jull: requcfts of the Scots j but 
this was far from the cafe } and the rage of the oppofition 
was fo highly augmented, by the manner in which William 
received their remonftiance, that the Lord Melville, ap- 
pointed commiiiioner in the room of the Duke of Hamilton, 
tcrriiicd .;t ..ppcaiuiices, by frequent adjournments put off" 
the confultation on national affairs, fevcn weeks after the 
parliament was appointed to meet. 

U 2 This 
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LzTTEK III. Tins conduftof the government produced a combination 
of all parties in oppolition to the mlniftry: the commidioncr 

« 

was diffident of the event. He adjourned the parliament 
Sot feven days, on the expectation of receiving a permiilion 
from William to agree to fuch lawrs as (hould be thought 
necellary to quiet the minds of the {)eopIe. In confequence 
of this minifter's reprefcntation of the ftate of afiairs the 
King's fuprcmacy over the church was rticiaJcd, and the 
articles which laid rcAraint on the freedom of parliament 
repealed. 

By this well-timed condelcenfion, the hopes of thejacp> 
bites, who had joined with the prelbyterians, on the prof- 
peA that they would unite their forces to produce another 

revolution in favor of the late King, were entirely deJl Ucd : 
on tiic tcAr that they (hould be proltcuted for their intrigues 
with James, they flud the parliament; the commiflioncr had 
now a clear majority in his favor f and as the favorite objcft 
of the prelbyterians was gratified, by hia giving the royal 
9&nt to the eiUbli/hing prefl»ytery as the national church, 
the following acts paffcd without oppofitioa: 

T\\?x the eilates of thofe in arms againil the government 
(hould be forfeited : 

That 
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That a fupply ihould be raUed by a tax upon chimnies : 

That the army Ihould be continued; and a tell eftabliflacd 
and impofcd upon all men in otHce, and on the cledlors, and 
eleded for parliament^ renouncing the preteniions of James, 
and recognizing William as the legal fbvereign. 

Those clans, who had armed in die highlands on the 
hope of a general combination, and the afliftance of a force 

fcnt by James from Ireland, being difappointed in thefe ex- 
pectations, on a proclamation of indemnity to all who fhould 
take oaths to the King and Queen, they laid down their arms, , 
and fubmitted to the government. 

The time limited by the proclamation for taking advan* 
tage of the terms of indemnity, was on or before the laft day 
of December, 1691. An accident, occafioned by an ob« 

flrudtion in the roads, prevented Macdonald, of CJicnco, 
from arriving at In\ ctary till the time was elapfed: the ihe- 
riff, by his importunities and tears, was prevailed on to re- 
ceive his fubmilTion ; but, through party or perfonal malice,- 
a warrant of militaiy execution againft him and his whole 
tribe was procured of the King; the circumftances which 
attended the execution of the orders aggravated the adt. 
Campbell, of Glenlyon, who commanded tli^ party of King's 

troops. 
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LETTKa III. troops, being a relation of Macdonald's wife, was received 
by the family with fricndfliip and hofpitality, and his men 
were treated iu the houfes of the tenants with free quar-> 
ters and kind entertainment for feveraJ days; the troops 
partook of the good chear of their landlords ; yet, on the 
diirteenth night from their arrival, a maflacre began ; Mac- 
donald, as he was rifing from his bed to receive 'Lieute- 
nant Lindfay, who called with a party of foldiers, was Ihot 

dead with two bullets i his wife was ilripped naked; the 
ilaughter became general; near forty perfons were killed; 
ieveral who fled to the mountains peri(hed by famine and die 
inclemency of the /eafon; whilfl thofe who eicaped owed 
their prefervation to the &me caufe. 

LiEUTEN ANT-Colonel Hamilton, and a party of four 
hundred men, who had orders to occupy all the palTes which 
led from the valley of Glenco« were ftopped on their march 
by the fcverity of a tempeftuoos night; th^ entered tl^e 
valley the next day ; they laid all the houfes in a{hes, and 
carried away all the cattle and fpoil, which were divided 
among the officers and ibldlers. 

'I'ln kvcrity, or rather the cruelty of this tranladion^ 
gave general difguft in Scotland, and rivetted the inveteracy 
of the Jacobite party againft the government : the King's 

' friends 
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friends cxcufed his Majefty, by affirming, that hehadfigned UTTtn III. 

the warrant among other papers wltliout examining its con- 

tents, and that the olHccrs extended their rigor beyond the 

letter of their orders. To make the beil of it, negligence is 

a veiy lame excufe for a miftake attended with conrequcnces 

fo dreadful and extenfive; befides, the Kingj to guard his 

iecretaiy, had ligned the paper bodi above and helow j and 

the principal a^rs in the bufinefs were not only Ocreened 

from punilhment, but afterwards diitinguiiiied and rewarded. 

The correfpoadence between the Jacobites of Scotland and 
late King was uninterrupted during the whole of Wil- 
liam's reign $ they made feveral efforts in his favor* but were 
as often foiled by the vigilance of the Scotch miniftxy, and as 
often dii 4 y uinted of affiftancc from the ill fortune or ^e 
negligence of James. Happily for William, the great ma- 
jority oi the Scutch parliament were prelbytcrians ; a circum- 
flance which efFedualiy fecurcd to him the compliance of 
this aflembly. In the year 1693, they voted that four regi' 
ments of foot, and two of dragoons, ihould be added to the 
Handing forces of the kingdom; diey granted a fupply of 
one hundred and fourteen thoufand • pounds ilerlingj they 
ratified, by an aft, the proceedings of the privy cuuiicil in 
imprclling feamen ; they expelled all abfentces among the 
' Commoners from their houfej they fined fuch Lords as de- 
clined 
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LtTTiK III. clincd to atteiul in pailianicat ; tlicy appointed a committee 
to enquire into the defigns of the adherents to the late King; 
and they impril'oned ieveral Lord£ in the cafUcs of Stirling 
and Edinburgh. 

This zeal for the government, &ys a late Scotch hiftorian» 

was not properly returned by the King j he declined to levy 
the new trcjop.s, but he took ^.arc to idilc luc tax appoinlcd 
for their fubiiiicucc, and to aj^ply it to other ufcs of his own: 
this management of William's again united the Scotch prcf- 
byterians and Jacobites in an oppoiition to his meafures j nor 
could he gain a renewal of fubfidies, but with a bribe, which 
flattered die avarice of the nation with the hopes of acqui- 
ring wealdi. 

A SCHEME to cftnblifli a Scotch Icttleniciit at Daricn, on 
the eaft fide of the Illhmus of America, and another on the 
oppofite fide, towards the South Sea, was proje^d by Pat- 
terfon, who had been the chief inftnunent in eftabliihing 
the Bank of Englandi the projed was approved by d&e Kingi 
and his commiflioners had powers to give his ttStmt to any 
bill for die encouragement of trade. 

The King's intentions were no fooncr made known to the 
parliament^ than thqr produced a thorough revolution in the 

opinions 
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opinions and condudl of the members : a vote of condolancc Littbr hi. 
for the death of the Qgeen was inftantiy paflied ^ and the oe> 
ceffiuy fupplies were voted, though the largtnefs of the fum 
extended to a general poll tax, a fix month's cefs out of the 
land rents, and an additional excife. 

When the parliament of England heard of this bargain 
and (ale, it produced .1 lermcnt in both houfes : on the four- 
teenth of December, 1695, the Lords fcnt down to the Com- 
mons an addrefs to the King, againft an adt poiled in the 
Scotch parliament for ereAing a company tnding to Africa 
and the Eaft^Indies 1 die Commons concurred with' die 
Peers; the addrefs was prefentedi the King Aid, he had been 
111 lerved in Scotland, but he hoped Ibme remedy might be 
found to die evils of which die two houles complained ; on 
this the Commons refolved. 

That the diredors of the Scottiih company ihould be im- 
peached of high crimes and mifilemeanbrB : 

That ft council of trade ihould be eftablilhed, by aft of 
parliament, for the prelervation of die commerce of England: 

That the commiflioners ihould be nominated by parlia- 
mcnt, but that none of them Ihould be members of the 
houfe. 

Vol. I. X The 
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LtTTiR III. The new Scotch company found infupcrable difficulties in 
the realifing the advantages granted them by charter; it not 
only raifed a jeaiouiy in the Englifh, but in the Dtttch; and 
no fabfcriptions could be raifed among either nation to fup- 
ply the funds neceflaiy for the undertaking. 

Wrtti AM had not only cenfared thofe a^ls relating to trade 
Vi-hlch had p^iUtd in the Scotch parliament, zniX to which he 
had given his concurrence, but his reiident at Hamburgh 
terrified the merchants of that city from performing their 
contraA for furniOiing the deputies of the company widi two 
hundred thouCuid pounds Aerling, 

Notwithstanding thefc difcouragcmcnts, the Scottifli 
company were determined not to give up a projeft, from 
which they had proniifed themfelves the attainment of 
wealth: as the King had refufed the ufe of two fmall fri- 
gates which lay unoccupied in the harbour of Bnmt-Iiland« 
iStiiey reiblved to convoy their fleet» which confifted of a few 
tenders* with two Hups of their own: « council of feven 
were appointed todired the expedition i and the adventurers* 
tlirough great didiculties and hardfliips, for the want of ne- 
ccflary provifion for l"o long a voyage, on the fourth of No- 
vember 1699, landed at the deftincd port. They had treated 
with the natives for a pemufiioa to ftttle on the coafl of 

I>arieo» 
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Darien, but found it impraaicable to tStGi an eftablidiment; LtrrtR tu. 
for WilUam, who wu now much let againft the projcdk, on 
tccount, as it is fuppofed, of the oppofition given by the 
Dutch, &nt orders to tlie governors of the colonies to iliue 
proclamations, forbidding his fubjefb in America to give 
afliftance to the adventurers: the prohibition was rigidly 
obeyed ; and, to complete the ovcrtlirow of the company, 
the new colony was attacked by the Spaniards, and the greater 
jpart carried prifoners into Carthagena. 

Thus this great defign, from which the Scots, as Burnet 
obferves, promifed diemfelves mountains of gold, fdl to the 

ground ; but not before the nation had expended near two 
hundred thoufand pounds Aerling. The lofs of this real, as 
well as the imaginary trealurc the Scots had promded them- 
felves from thej)arien fettlement, put the whole nation into 
a temporary fury : the King had lufiered the parliament, and 
had authorifed his commiiBoner to ofier a law for a habeas 
corpus, with a greater freedom in trade, provided they would 
be pacified on the fubjed of the Darien fittlementj but find- 
ing they were determined to malie it a national concern, the 
feflicHi was for fcnne dme difcontinucd. 

The ferment which this bufinefs occafioned continued du- 
ring the whole reign of William j nor did the fubmiffion of 

X 2 parliament. 
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\vn\% in. parliament, though laothcd to compliance by a condclcend- 
ing letter from the King, ia which he promifed to give <his 
aflent to all ads for the better eftablilhiog the gpverninent of 
the church, the fecurity pf perTonid liberty, and, more efpe* 
cially, for repairing tfie loiles, and promoting the intereft 
of tl:c African and Indian companies, appcafe, in any degree, 
the general ill Ininior which pollclTed all parties during the 
whole remainder of the reign of William. 

The news of his death Ipread a uoiverJal joy through all 
Scotland; and the acceflion of a Princefs, defcended from 

the line of bcouiih kings, was celebrated a:; a national blef- 
fing; but the tranfports, which this event occaiioncd, imme- 
diately fubfided, and were fucccedcd by oppofite fentiments, 
on the Queen's refufing to diiTolve the convention parliament, 
which had fat full thirteen years, and which the people ha<l 
reafon to believe had in feveral inftances betrayed the inte* 
refts of their conftituents, for the lucre of gain. 

When the parliament met, on the ninth of June, 1702, 
previous to the reading her Majefly's commiffion, the Duke 
of Hamilton protefted againft the legality of the meeting;, 
and after ollering his reafons in a (hort Ipeech, left the 

houfe: eighty members followed his example; the remain- 
ing alTembly proceeded to bufinefs ; the Queen's commiffion 

was 
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was read i the ufual committee appointedi and an ad pafled, Lettskju. 
declaring the parliament a l^al parliamentj and difcharging 
aU peribns from difowniog its authority* under the penalty of 
high treafim. 

TuE parliamentj from being unpopular, were become odi- 
ous ; the populace were outrageous j but their clamor, as 
nfual, ended only in noifcj the Queen figni£ed her intention 
to maintain, againft all oppofers, the dignity and authori^ 
of th« parliament as a l^al one; and this adembly, in retam, 
recognifed the Queen's title to die crown. They then pro- 
ceeded to ratii V all the adls made in favor of the Preft>vteri;m 
government; they expelled Sir Alexander Bruce, for hinting 
that feme of thefe afts might be found inconiiilent with mo- 
narchy % they reprimanded the faculty of advocates, for decla-^ 
ring that the proteft and condaA of die ieceded members were 
founded on die laws of the kingdom ; they granted a tax fuf- 
ficient to maintain the forces then in Scotland for two years j 
and, in compliance with sr recommendation given in a letter 
from the (^cen, they pali^J adl for enabling her Majcfty to 
appoint commiliioners for an union between the two kingdoms. 

In the midft of this unanimity and zeal for the fervlce of 

» 

the court, the Earl of Marchmont, chabodlor of the Jcing- 
domj m&de a modon for tfae ietdtment of the crown in die- 

proteflant. 
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tvTTBm in. proteftaat line, and for abjuring the pretended Prince of 
Wales : to the aftoniOunent of all thoie who were not in 
the fiscret, &e Duke of Qgeeolbury* the Queen's commtf- 
fioner* laid his commands on the chancellor not to pro- 
ceed; but the chancellor was ob(tinate, and the motion was 
rgeded. 

According to the befl accounts which can be gathered, 
my friend, of Qgeen Anne's temper and inclinations, flie was 
wtxia to the exdulion of her own ^mily from the throne of 
England: (he had, according to a late author, oorre^nded. 
with her Aither after his abdication, and given htm ftrong 
alTurances to do every Aing in her power to reftore the fuc- 
ceflion to the ancient channel. Accordiiu' to the lame uu- 
thor, her chief minifter Godolpbin, and her favorite the 
Duke of Marlborough, had added folemn oaths to their pro- 
mifcs to fupport the intereft of King James, and his fon ; 
and had renewed diefe promifes, and tfaefe oaths, even fince 
the acceffion of the reigning Queen j an event, which had 
thrown the power of the two kingdoms into their hands. It 
is certain, according to this author, tliat the expectation that 
power, on the death of the Queen, was to revert to the he- 
feditaiy line, was the principle on which was founded the 
loyalty of the jacobitet : . and thus, by keeping the fucceifion 

open in Scotland, the Qjieen retained a ftrong check on the 

whigs. 
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whigs, and on the ambition of the J;i:nily of Ilanovcr, wl^ofe Littkh 111- 
intrigues, both in England and Scotland, ihc had fome reafon 
to apprehend. 

The Earl of Marchmont's motion threw die mimftry into 
fuch coofbfion, that the commiffioners adjourned the parlia« 
ment; and the Queen, fearing that the prcftytcrian party in 
Scotland would renew the attempt of eftablifliing the fucccf- 
iion, diffolvcd the parliament; removed the old minidiy,, who 
were coniidered in the light of whigs ; and put the manage- 
ment of the Scotch afiairs, as ihe had previoufly done the 
£ngtifl)> eaitiiely into the hands of the lories. 

The prejudices of the people, which ran very llrong againil 
the laft parliament, united to the influence and weight of 
government, together with a proclamation of indemni^, pro- 
duced a majority of members, whofe views wet« entirely op- 
pofite to their pcedeceflbrs, and wlio in a manner united tO' 
oppofe the bill of abjuration, the fucceffion of the family of 
Hanover, and. the union of the two kingdoms. 

The jacobites, whofe avowed aim was to produce a revo- 
lution in favor of the exiled family, were led by the Earl of 
Home, a nobleman of great n^ute with the party> fiom his. 
ttoiform attachment to the iame intCRfti whilft thofe^ who- 
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LsTTEK iiL called thcmfelves patriots, and who affcd d th^- infixing on 
the redrefs of the grievances die nation had laboured under 
in the preceding reign, put theinfelir« under the direction of 
the Duke of Hamilton, who had gained much populariqr by 
his feceiHon in the preceding year j who was trufted by the 
exiled family widi the management of dieir intereft in this 
' parlinment; and whofe attachment was fmcerc, though his 
iervices had often been diverted by the principle of caution, 
or views of perfonal ambition. 

Tke prciLytcrians and rerolutioners were headed by the 

Duke of Argylc and the Earl of Marchmont; each party pro- 
feffed the moil devoted attachment to the Queen ; and the 
feffion opened May, 1703, with fymptoms highly f^ivorable 
to the views of the miniftry, and the fyilem of policy adopted 
by the court. 

On the firft meeting of parliament* the Duke of Hamilton 
prefented to the houk the drauglit of a bill for recogniling 
and aii'crting the authority of her Majcft}', and her undoubted 
right and title to the crown of Scotland. The Duke of Ha> 
milton*s propoial met with no oppofitton i die Qiieen's advo- 
cate offered an additional dauic, denouncing the penalties of 
high treaibn againft any peribn who fliould difpute her Ma- 
jelly's right or tide to the crown, or her exerciie of the go- 
vernment. 
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vcrnmcnt, from her adual entry to the fame. This propo- litte* hi. 
fal, my friend, of the Qjieen's advocate, was to fkreen the 
ddminiftry from the future Animadverfious of parliament ; 
the propoCd was aScated to, after a warm debate, but not 
without an exptels declaration, that the daufe fliould not ex- 
tend to i uglify the tranfadiottt in the late parliament, Ihoald 
they be hcrcaitcr i^ucilioacd. 

The Earl of Home, to ihcw the loyalty of the Jacobites 
to die per^n of Q^een Anne, produced the draught of a 
bill for a iupply; but the Marquis of Tweedale made an 
overture, that, before aU other bufinefs, the parliament would 
proceed to make fuch conditions of government, and reguk- 
tions in the coniHtution of the kingdom, to take place after 
the deccafc of her Majcfty aiid the heirs of her body, as 
Hiould be necefl*ary for the prefervation of their religion 
and liberty. From this period, ail appearance of harmony, 
and united concurrence with die meafures of adminiftration, 
cealed, and was fuccecded by warm and violent debates. The 
Duke of Queenlbafy, the Queen's commiffioner, defired,with 
much eameilneft, diat the aft for the fupply ii)ight be read j 
and promifcd, that the parliament (hould have full time af- 
terwards to deliberate on other hilijedls. This Ihilc device did 
not fuccccd ; the Marquis of Tweedale inhltcd on his over- 
ture, and with fuch fuccels, that the houfe came to a refolu- 

Vol* I. Y tion> 
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Xitiix 111. tion, to proceed with fuch adls as might be ncccflary for fc- 
curing the religion, liberty, and tr.idc of the nation, before 
any bill for fupply, or other bufinefs, fliould be difcuiTed. 
lo conleqiience of l^is rerolation, the Maiquis of Athol of- 
fered an 9Sl for the liscurity of the kingdom* in cale of her 
Majclly s deccaic} the Duke of Argyle another, for ratifying 
the revolution, aiiii all tlic adts following thcreuponj Fletcher 
of Saltoun, a man of a mafculine and well-cultivated under* 
ilanding, of a line genius, and whofe public conduct was go- 
vemed by principles highly independent and difinterefted> 
produced a third, for limiting the fuccelfion after the death 
of her M^efty* and the heirs of her body ; a fourth, import^ 
ing, that after her Majedy's death, and failing heirs of her 
body, no pc-rfon coming to the crown of Scotland, being at 
the fame time fovcreign of England, fhould, as fovereign of 
Scotland, have power to make peace or war without the con- ' 
ient of parliaoaent, was recommended by the Earl of Rothes j 
a fifdi, for fecuring the true proteftant religion* and preiby- 
terian government, by the Earl of Marchmont j a fixth, al> 
lowing the importation of wines, and other foreign liquors, 
by Sir Patrick Johnfon ; and a feventh, for a toleration to all 
protef^ants in the exercife of religious worlhip, by the.Earl 
of Stcathmote. 

Against 
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■ Against this z<&, propofed by the £arl of Strathniore« 
the general afjembly presented a warm xemonftrance; but the 
Gommiffioner, alarmed at the progctls made by die anti-revo- 
lutioners, joined his intereft to the Duke of Argyle's party, 
and procured the aHcnt of parliament to an ait for preferving 
the true reformed proteftant religion, and confirming prcfbyte- 
rian church government ; and another for ratifying and perpe- 
tuating the firft ad. of King William, and for dechuing it high 

^ crealbii to difown the audiority of diat parlhunent, or to alter 
or innovate the claim of right, or any article tliereofj thi^ 
laft claafe was fo ftrenuoufly oppofed, that the bill palTed 
with great difficulty? and the anti-revolutioners, who had 
kept a flridl corrcfpondencc with the Duke of Queenft)ury, 
were fo exafpcnited at what they conftrucd trcaclicry, that 
th^ feparated themfelves from the court, and united their 

. intereft to limit prerogatiires» which had feldom been exer- 
ciied but to die mifeiy of individuals, and the difadvantage 
of the kingdom. ^ 

After a variety of debates, in which all parties entered 
with carneftncfs and animofity, and which accordingly pro- 
duced much violent altercation; the famous a& of fecuri^ 
was carried by the difierent parties, who ftiled themfelves 
patriots. 



In 
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Ltrrm nr* Im this aft it wa^ f^ipulated, that, on the twentieth day 
after the Queen's deceafe> the cflutcs of parliament (hould 
meeti and that, in the intermediate time» the executive go- 
vernment jihoald devolve on fuch members of the houfe aa 
ihould happen to be in Edinburgh ; that no Englilhman, or 
forcii^ncr, cnioying a title in Scotland, and not poficlTed of 
one thoufand poundi llerling of yearly rent in thnt kingdom^ 
Ihottld be capable of cither fitting or voting in the parliament 
to be convened : in terms of the aft it was provided, that na 
papift Ihould be a member » it vras provided, that the nomi- 
aation of the fucceflbr ihould be left to ^e eftates of parlia- 
ment, who ffaould aflembte after the Queen's death, but that 
the fuccclTor to be thus nominated fhould not be the fucceffor 
to the crown of England, unlds fuch conditions of govern- 
ment (hould be fettled in the fame fcflions of parliament as 
ihould fecure the honor of the kingdom, the independence 
of the crowuj die freedom, frequency, and power of parlia- 
ments, and the religion, liberty, and trade of the Scoftiih 
oatioir, from Engliih or foreign Influence. 

Toward the end of tlic fclnuu, the Earl of Marchmont, 
whofe zeal was of too warm a n.iture to be cooled by appear- 
ances, prefented an aft to the hottfe for fettling the fucceflioa 
oa the family of Hanover.. 

At 
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As this was in direct oppofition to the apparent fenle of LtTm iil 

■ 

the majority, it was regarded as a high aftront to tlie houfe j 
it was moved by fome of the members, that the overture 
fhould be publicly burnt ; not a fiew were for calling the 

Chancellor to the bar, ;ind icvcral propoicd to fend him pri- 
foner to the caftle of Edinburgh ; the overture was rejeited 
without a vote; and to place a mark of indignation on the 
a£t, it was carried by a majori^ of fifi^-ieven, that its me* ' 
mory Ihould be e3q>ung9d from the jouriials of ^e houfe. 

WHJtB Ae houiewere employed on the aft of fecurity, 
fcvcral laws with regard to commerce, and one to encourage 
the African and Indian companies, palled j but when the 
commiilioner was pfefled on the fubje<S of the iaid bill, he 
acquainted the honfe, that he was fully impowered to give 
the royal »fknt to ev^ ad, excepting that called an aft for 
the lecurity of the kingdom. 

The houTc was too much in earneA in regard to the bill 
of fecurity, to take a refufal with patience ; many bitter in* 
veftives were flung out againft the miniftry; it was denied, 
that the right of a negative was inherent in the crown, to an; 
a£t paiTed and fdemnly offered by parliament ; and when the 
commiffioner again propofed that the fupply fhould take 
place ui all otiier buiiaels, the oppofition liated the vote, 

overture 
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LtTTsiL III. overture for fubfidy, or Overture for liberty; and in the courfe 
of the debate, the Earl of Roxburgh declared, that if there 
was no odier way of fopporting the natural and undeniable 
privilege of parliament, the friends of their country were de> 
tenmned to denuund juftice with dieir fwords in their hands. 

The commifnoner, forefecing that the fpirit within doors 
would be feoonded by tumults without, had ordered the foot 
guards to be in leadinefs, and had placed a ftrong guard on 
die eaftem gstte the city; however, die increafing warmth 
<^ the oppofition, abetted by the fury of the populace, filled 
him with apprchcnfions for the fafety of his p : i n ; and 
having promifcd tluit the overtures for liberty ihould be the 
firft bufinci's of the next Iclhons, and having touched the 
bills which were ready with the fceptre, he fuddenly pro- 
rogued the parliament. 

Tmb Duke of Queen(bury, either dreading the refentment 

of the cavaliers, or with dcfign to weaken the oppolition by 
decreafing the influence of their leaders, entered into a cabal 
with Simon FraHier, an outlaw, to trepan his enemies into 
a criminal correfpondence with the court of St. Germainsj 
Fraffier's defign was fuipedied before die intrigue was fuffi- 
ciently adyanced to anfwer the purpofe of the commiflioner j 
however, the ruinor of a Scotcii plut made a great noife in 

England i ] 
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England i it was taken up with eagemel's by the houfe of lsttm Iifc 
Lofds, and increalbi the reTentment of the prevalent party 
in Scotland to a height which rendeitd it neceflaiy for the 
Qgeen to appoint another eeiiunifiioner> the Marquis of 
Tweedale, to tranfaffc her bufinefs in the next felBon of 
parliament, wh^ch met on the iixth of July, 1703,. 

To moUify the refentment, and abate the zeal of the 
leaden in oppofition> tides were conferred, and the. order 
of the Thiftle revived s however, die. policy did not at this 
time produce its ufiial e^ft. The Duke of Hamilton^ 

who, it is fuppofed, had a double game to play, moved that 

the parliament fhould not name a luccellbr to the crown 

until tlie Scots fhould have concluded a previous treaty with 
England, in relation to cenuneree and other concerns. In 
die courie of a warm debate on the Duke of Hamilton's mo- 
tion, Fletcher of Saltoun, who perhaps,, my frtend> was die- 
only indrridnal in die whole aflembly who afted on the ge- 
nuiac principles of patxiotilm, expatiated largely ai.J IlcI- 
ingly upon the hardfliips and mifcrics which the Scots had 
Villained iince the union of the two crowns under one ibva- 
feign,L and the impoflability of bettering dieir condition, ua- 
lefs diey ihould take care to anticipate any defig» which, 
tended to a continuation of the iame calamities. After 
^tatvarie^ of motions, and as many debates, a bill of fupply 

bein^ 
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tsrrtk m* 1>eing cfftnA by the Lord Juftice Clerk, the patriots tacked 

to it great part of the adl of fecurity, to which the royal 
all'cnt had been refulcd the lart lllTions ; and the fpirif of in- 
dependence, withiu and without doors, role at this time 
to To high a pitch, that the commiiiioner, with the con- 
currence of the reft of the miniftert» wrotr a letter to the 
Qgeen, in which he ftrenuouHy adviled her Majefty to gra« 
tify the natioDi in gimg the affeot to their favorite bUl. 

Thf EarT of Gudolpiiin, who, it is fiipj'okd, had pri- 
vately encouraged the malccootcnts in Scotland to rejedl the 
propofal for fettling the crown in the houfe of Hanover, 
fearful of driving the party into ihe defperate meafure of 
fupporting the indq)endence of Scotland by arms, pcrAiaded 
the Qijeen to give her af!ent : the Scotch parliament, in re* 
turn, granted the fupplies without farther hefltation : but in 
confequence of a motion made by Fletcher, tlicy cn^pcd in 
debates on the fubjedl of tiie confpiracy, termed the proceed- 
ings of the houfe of Lords an encroachment upon the ibv^ 
. iretgnty and independence of the nation, and drew up an ad- 
dreis to die Queen, defiring that the evidence and papers 
rdating to the plot might be iiibjeOed to their examination 
in the next fe£on$. 

When 
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When the adt of iccurity, my friend, was tranfmicted to Lett»r m. . 
England, it furnilhcd the enemies of Godolphin very copious - 
. matter for declaiming againft the treachery and ill condu^ 
of this minifterj but the wbigs, who were now in office, 
exerted aU their influence to £tve a minifter, by whofe ma- 
nagement the Hanover family were in a manner excluded 
from the crown of Scotland ; ^iid the torics were become 
Inch zealous rcvolutioncrs, as to make tlic proteftant fucccf- 
fion -in the two kingdoms itheir eameft care. But whatever 
might be the fincere opinion, or uiclinationa of the diffiscent 
faftions in this important point, it is certain that the whole 
nation were alarmed at the aSts palled in the Scotch parlia- 
nici.i, ami on the firtt. meeting of the parliament of Kngkind, 
after thefc traafadions, a bill palled both houfes, to the fol- 
lowing purport. 

That no -Scotdiman, not refiding in England or Ireland, 
ihould enjoy the prtvil^es of Englilhmen, until an union 
ihould be made, or the fuccefiion fetded as in England : 

To prohibit the bringing in of cattle from Scotland, and 
the exportation of Engliih wool into Scotland: and 

That the Qneoi's ihips (hould leize fuch Scottiih fiiips as 
they ihould find trading with France. 
Vol, I. Z The 
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L?.TT»* III. The Queen \va uidrclTcd to put the town of NewcaiUe in 
a flate of defence, to iccure the port of Tinmoiith, to repair 
Carlide and Hull, to order the militia of the four norchern 
counties to be difciplined and armed, and '^that a competent 
number of regular tsoops ihould be ftationed on the borders 
towards Scotland, and in the northern parts of Ireland. 

The refradtory conduct of the Scotch parliament was likely 
to become a matter of a ferious nature to the Englilh mini- 
Iter, who had not forefeen the confequence of putting the 
adminiftration of afiairs into the hands of Jacobites 1 it was 

now neceflaiy to change die meafures which had been pur- 
fbed in 'the management of the afiatrs of that kingdom » the 

Duke of Argylc, a zealous rcvolutioner, was made commif- 
fioner; an entire new miniftry was formed out of the leaders 
of the whig faction ; and a large fum of money i/Tued out 
of the trcafury, to di^rie occa£onaIly among the adverfe 
fa^On. 

These manoeuvres, my friend, did not fail to produce 

their ufual effcifts; in vain did Fletcher, of Saltoun, urge the 
ncccffity of a bill of limitations to the prerogative of the 
crown; in vain did he declaim on the ill confequcnccs which 
had ever attended Engliih influence: without infixing on 
any preliminaries, excepting the repeal of that part of the ad 

of 
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of the EnglifH parliament .which declared the fiibjedts of LtTTt» ni. 
Scotland aliens, tbe>houfe in general temu reiblved to agree 
to a «icatf widi England, according to the purport of an 
- aft which had pafled in the laft fisffions of the EngliHi par- 
liament ; and the Duke of Hamilton, to the amazement of 
his whole party, moved, that the nomination of the com- 
millioners Ihould be left to the Queen. 

On die moeting of the Engliih parliasicilt, ihef not oAly 
reverftd that claufe in the ad whidi declared the Scotch 

aliens, but thofe which were compulfatory in relation to the 
trade and manufactures of Scotland. This condefcenlion 
opened the way for an immediate treaty. The Queen, ac- 
cording to the powers veftcd in her by the parliaments of 
England and Scotland, appointed an equal number of com- 
miHioner* of both nations, to meet and treat conceralttg « 
union of the two kingdoms: and as a union was at this tune 
very neceflary to the inlereft of the miniftcrs, the commif- 
fioners appointed were all meii zealous in the lervice. 

After fome propolals on die iide of the Scots, ^ich 
were not complied with by the Englifli, both parties agteed 
to the following conditions : 

Z 2 That 



Digitized by Google 



IT* TJk Hj/iory of Bnglan<U from tU 

LiTTit UL Th0t the foeeeiioD to die aniled kingdom of 6ra«t-Bri- 

tiuii liiuuld be veiled in the Princei'^ bupjua, .md her bcirs, 
according ta the already pailcd w the parhjunent of 

TlMt 1^ wakviA UiigdoA ihould be v^fcTented by on* 
and the iaine ptfliament : 

That all sha fubjeds of Great- Brilaia ihould eajoy a com- 
miijueetioa %A pcivilq;es and advaatagcsj diet thqr ifaoold 
have the fiune aUovnaoet* encottcagementi, and di«vbacks» 
aad be tindee the £une pnhtbitioiit, ieftriftioiU|» and regulan 
tions^ with nipeft to commevoe aidi coftemi i 

That Scotland ihoald not be charged with the temporary 
duties on ionie certain, commodities ; 

That the ium of three hundred ninety^dght thovfind and 

eighty-five pounds tea fliillings fhould be granted, to the 
Scots, as an equivalent for fuch parts of the cuftoms and 
excifc charged upon that kingdom, in confequence of the 
union, as would be applii^ble to die payment of the debte 
of England : 

That 
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That the revenues of Scotland might increal'e, a further Ltrrvft III. 
equivalent ihoukl be allowed &x fuch proportion oi the iaid 
increafe as ibould be applicable to die payment of the debts 
of Engkwd: 

That the fiim to be paid at pre(ent, aa well ao moniea 

arifing Iroai tlia future ecjuivalciits, jiiouid be employed in 
reducing the coin of Scotland to the ftandard and value of 
the £n^li£h coioi in paying off the capitaliloclr and interefl 
due to the propnetors of tho African ccHnpany, which fliould 
be inunediately diflblvedi in di&harg^g all the public debta. 
ci the kingilDtPK <rf' Soodond^f tnd in promoiiog andr encou-^ 
raging mantda^him and fifheries, under the diiodion- of 
commifiioners to be appointed by her Majefty, and account- 
able to the parliament of Great-Iiritain:- 

'Ffaat lho laws' concerning- public right*, policy, and ci?il. 
govemmcat, Ihould be the iiu&A through the wliolfr united 
k|ngdom.| buti that no alteistiont flaould- be naade- in - laws^ 
which concerned private rights exoeptfor. die evident utility;.' 
of the ibbjeds witiitn Scotland : 

That the court of fefllon, and all other ooutCs* of 'judicature 
in Scodand, ihould remain as> then conftituled by the laws- 
kS- that kingdom, with, the iamo ajitbonty: and priWlcgea* as 

before 
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UTTm III- before the union % fubjeft, neverthdeisv to fuch r^;ulation8 
as (hottld be made by the parliament of Great-Britun: 

That all heritable offices, fuperiorities, heritable jttrifdic- 

tions, offices foi hk, udJ iurirdi(ftions for life, ihould be 
rclcrvcd to the owners as rights of property, in the iame 
manner as then enjoyed by the laws of Scotland : 

That the tights and privileges of the royal boroagha in 
Scotland fliould remain entire after die union: 

That Scotland fliould be reprefented in the parliament of 
Great-Britain by fixtccn peers and forty-five commoners, to 
be eledted in fuch a manner as ihould be iiettled by the pre- 
&nt parliament of Scotland : 

* 

That all the peers of Scodand, and the fuccefibrs to their 

honors and dignities, should, from and after the anion, be 
peers of Great- Britain, and fhould have rank and precedency 
next, and immediately after the Engliih peers of the like 
orders and degrees, who might be created after the onion : 

That they (hould be tried as peers of Great-Britain, and 

enjoy all privileges as peers as fully as enjoyed by the peers 

of England, except the right and privilege of fitting in the 

houfe 



houfe of Lords, and the privileges depending thereon, and tiTTtn ui. 
particularly the right of iitting upon the trial of peers: 

That crown, fceptre, and fword of ftate. die records 
of fMrliament, and all other records, rolls, and re^fters what- 
feever, ibould ftilt remain as thejr were, within that part of 

the united kingdom called Scotland ; 

That all laws and ftatutes in either kingdom, fo far as 
they might be inconfiftent with the terms of thefe articles* 
fliould ceafe, and be declared void by die re(pediTO parlia* 
ments of die two kingdoms. 

Though a union of the two kingdoms on thefe terms, 
my friend, opened many advantages to the Scots, from which 
they muft ever have been excluded whilft the. difierent na- 
tions remained an a ftate of Aparadon, yet it met with a 
general and ▼iolent oppofitioni it was oarried in parliament 
by the irrefiftable power of corruption, and occafioned tu- 
mults «nd clamors which often filled the fervants of die 
crown widi apprehenfions for thdr lives. The Duke of 
Queenfljury exprelled a defire of giving up the point for a 
time, till, by management, he (hould be able to remove dif- 
ftcultics, which he proteilcd feemed to him infurmountable. 
The Earl of Godolphin infilled on his proceeding; and on 
his rcoim from accompliihing the great work, he was m^ 

near 
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lettik III. near London by above forty Boblemen and about four hun- 
dred gentlemen, on horfeback. 

• As the union of the two kingdoms was ciuncly a whig 
meafurc, and on dclign to favc the credit of the minilkr, it 
was <^pofed by the tory party in both hooies of ^ Engliih 
parliament. In a committee of the Commons to oonfider of 
the articles of the union, and the Scotch aft of ratification. 
Sir John Packer declared, it tras a union carried on by 
corruption and bribery within doors, by force and violence 
without ; that tlic promoters of it had bafely betrayed their 
trull, in giving up their independent conAitution j and he 
would leave it to the judgment of the houie to confider, 
whether or no men of fuch principles were fit to be admitted 
into the Englifh houfe of Commons ? Several arguments, of 
no great weight, reipeding the different forms of church 
government in the two idngdoms, were urged on the occa- 
lion, but without cffe<fl; fcvcral of the mofi. vinilent of the 
tory party left the houfe, and then all the articles wcfc exa- 
. mined and approved without further oppofitton. 

In the houie of Lords, ieveral warm ^eedies were made, 
and plaufible arguments urged, againft a meafore adopted ' 

with precipitation by the minillry, and carried through the 
lower houfc, by the whig faction, with a vehemence which 

allowed . 
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allowed no time for pn^ier deliberation on a fubjetft of the l^ttia 
Jiigheft importance to the whole Britifli empire. Lord Ha- 
verfliam, in a long ipeech, faid, the queftion was. Whether 
two nations, independent in dieir (bvereignties, that had their 
diftind laws and interefts, their different forms of worship, 
church government, and order, Hiould be united into one 
kingdom? He fuppofed it an union made up of fo many mif- 
matchcd pieces, of fuch jarring, incongruous ingredients, 
that, fliould it ever take elfed, it would cariy the necefliuy 
ooniequeoces of a landing power and fiurce to keep them 
from falling afunder and breaking in pieces. 

He dilTented, he faid, from the union, for the iaJce of the 
good old Eogliih conftitution, in which he dreaded fome 
alteration from the additional weight of fixt^-one Scotch 
members, and diele returned from a Scotch privy-council : 
he laid, if the hifhops would weaken their own cauiie & far 
as to give up the two great points of epifcopal ordination and 
confirination, if they would approve and ratify the adt for 
fecuring the prclbyterian church government in Scotland as 
the tnie^proteftant religion and purity of worship, they muft 
give up that which had been contended for between them 
and the preftytertans for thirty years: he objeded to the 
exempting articles, by which heritable offices and fuperiorities 

Vot, I. , Aft wen 
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LiTTtR lu. were reierved : he obferved« from the circumftanccs of rigor 
with which the union was prefTed on the nation* that it was 
contrary to the fenie of the Scots. 

Tfri Lords North and Gray complained of the fmall and 
unequal proportion of the land-tax luipoied upon Scotland. 

Th£ Earl of Nottingham alierted, that it was highly un- 
reafonable that tibe Scots> who were by the treaty let into all 
the branches of the Englifh trade, and paid lb little toward 

the cxpence of govcniincat, niouKl have fuch a round fum 
by way of equivalent ; and faid, if the propofed union was 
conipleated, he could judly afHrm, that he had outlived the 
laws and the very conftitution of England. . 

The oppofition of the tory peers was as unfuccefsful as 
diat of the commoners in the lower houfe ; every article of 
the union was approved by a great majority j a bill of ratifi- 
cation paH'ed botli houks with all polfibledifpatch, and when 
it received die royal fandtion, the Q^iecn faid, fhc did not 
doubt but it would be remembered, and fpoke of hereafter, 
to'the honour of thofe who had been inftrumental in bring- 
ing fttcb an important bufineis to fo Happy a conclulion. 

♦ 

Thus, 
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Thus, my friend, with precipitation, and in the way of Letter ui. 
furprifc, was compleated a union, which, on veiy found 
principles of policy, had feveral tinoes been rejedtod by bodi 
nations, and at this tim«, with great difficulty, coerced on 
the Scots J though, as fiumet obftrves, the advantages which 
were offered to Scotland in the whole frame of it were great 
and vifible: the Scots were to btar iefs than the fortieth part 
ot the public taxes, and in return they were to have tlic ele- 
venth part of the legillature; trade was to be free all over the 
ifland, and to tbe plantations; private rights were to be pre« 
ferved j and the judicature and laws of Scotland were ftill to 
be continued. 

Whether, my friend, the fecurity pretended to be ob- 
tained by England by this union was worth purchaling at fo 
high a price I whether the union has anfwered the expedta- 
tions of tho& who prophefied that it would be the means 
of extending die bounds of the Britifh empire, and of en- 
largmg the happinefs of its citizens, by cementing in the 
dofeft bands of friendOiip two nations who had ever re- 
garded each other with the eyes of ie:Uoury and averfion, 
will be differently determined by men, who, from ihcir dif-- 
fcrent conne^ons in both or either countries, have con- 
traded different prejudices j but whether, my friend, as the 

A a 2 tories 
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Litter HI* torics of theie times predidled, it will be attended with 
confequences no Ids fatal than the defini^n of the laws 
and conftitutiott of England, die ipace of a veiy few yean 
^rall, in all probabilttjr, detennine beyond a dmibt. 



LETTER 
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T AM obliged to you> my dear friend, for telling me that lsttik nr. 

yoa did not think my lad letter, though neceflarily long, 
cither proltz or tedious j but» however, aa yon agree with 
me in the opinion diat delcriptions of batdei are in general 
the diilleft and the leaft tnterefting part of an hiilorical nar- 
rative, I fhall in future be as fliort on this fubjcdt as the 
matter will permit; and in particular, as 1 obfcrve, fince mi- 
litaiy fcience has become more generally diifufedt the bril- 
liancy of military adion has been in common to more and 
lels civilized focieties. 

I K»0W 
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LtTTBR IV. I KNOW of no real advantnges, my friend, which can 
accrue to any people from fucccfs in arms, but that of poli- 
tical iecurity, or the attainment of fuch a proportion of 
riches a$« rendered nationally beneficial by the honeft ceco- 
nomy of a wife and juft government, may in part or in 
whole exonerate the public from the burthen of taxes. 

This, you know , my friend, was for a fcrics of years the 
fruits of Roman conquefts; but when, inftead of fuch bene- 
ficial confequences, vidtory only ferves to facilitate the ends 
of domelUc tyranny, and is purchafed with the addition of 
accumnlaled taxes, with public debts, and public flavery, for 
my own part, I look on the military atchievements of fuch a 
nation as ib many badges of their fervitude, or as glaring 
marks of their folly; and diereibre I cannot dwell widi pleft* 
fure on the unpleaiing fubjedl. 

As from the period of the Revolutioa to the prefent sua, 
the motive for contention between whig and lory was merdy 
the enjc^ment of power, and the lucre of office, the nation 
reaped no benefit from oppofitions conduced on no one prin> 

ciplc of public good; liic purfe of tlic nation was as liberally 
granted as it was lavKlily fquandercd ; and the people, who 
never examine remote confequenccs, were not in general 
diipleaied, even with the incurring large debts, for the glo- 
- nous 
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rions purpofe of mortifying the pride <^ Lewis* udSl bumbling Lsttm iv. 
iStut pretenfions of die French court. That haughty monarch, 
in the year 1706, by the prodigious exertions of die English 
nation, was reduced fo low as to oi&r the following advan- 
tageous terms for fecuring the peace of Europe, and tlie 
enjoyment of tranquility to himfelf and people, who were in 
danger of lofing their independency as a nation, by the ru- 
inous confequences of a deftruAive war : 

The dominions of Spain in Italy to the Arch-duke Charles, 
a barrier in the Netherl;inds to the States, and a compenfa- 
tion to the Duke of Savoy for the waile made by tJiC war in 
his territories, were the terms the French monarch propofcd 
to the Dulce of Marlborough, and the field deputies of the 
States, in return for the refloratkm of Bavaria to its native 
prince, and the quiet pofleffion of the throne of Spain and the 

■ 

Indies to his grandibu Philip the Fifdi. 

in: ( curing the peace of Europe was not cither the in- 
tcj ell or the inchnation of the Britifh minillry ; the States 
were dilTuaded by the Duke of Marlborough frOm embracing 
die opportunity of crowning their fuccelTes with an honor- 
able peace. The Emperor contributed litde or nothing to die 
*nilitary expence, and was to gain a kingdom by the conteftj 
and the terms offered by the French monarch were rejeded 

with 
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LiTTSK with difdnin, although the Engliih miniftfy had the effron- 
tery to affcrt, that the treaty offered by France was too good 
to be the foundation of a iafting tranquility; but this, my 
friend> was the period In which the Marlborough family 
were in the meridtan of their power and gloiy. The fpka- 
dor of the Duke's viAortes had charmed the whole populace 
of England, awed the Ipirit of fadion, and bridled the ma- 
lice of his peribnal enemies. The excluded tories found it 
prudent to concur in mcafures which they found thcmfelves 
too weak to oppofe with fuccefs. The two houfes, with 
their accuflomed unanimi^ and zeal, made proviiion for an 
extraordinary debt contraded by the miniiby, in fitting out 
'an expedition which had failed in an attempt on the coaft 
of France; afui in congratulating the (^ccn on the Aicceffcs 
of the war, tiiey tiiJ not forget to compliment the hero, to 
whofe valor and military genius the nation was fo highly in- 
debted : they renewed the thanks of parliament for his im- 
portant iervices, and paj^ a bill to perpetuate his titles 
to pofterity, in the female as well as die male line, and con- 
tinued to his family for ever five thou&nd pounds a year* 
which the Queen had granted during her own life. 

The unccrt.'.inty of human greatnefs and felicity is an ob- 
&rvation wliich lies level with eveiy underftanding, and is the 
hackneyed topic on which every moralift laigely expatbtes % 

but 
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but, furely, my friend, that grandeur which depends on the LETxta iv, 
iavor of princes has the loaft pennanency in it of everjr other 
earthly bleffing. 

I HAVS already informed yon that Queen Anne, from af- 
ftdion and habit; had been awed into fuch an implicit obe* 

"diencc, as to a<fl in ev ery particular agreeable to the jvidg- 
mcnt, the iatcrcll, and the inclination of the Duchefs of 
Marlborough} but the moil ductile minds, when po0efiS»d 
of power, are at times tenacious of their importances and 
^e Queen, notwithftanding the familiarity with which ihe 
fuli^i\;d her favorite to treat her, was cxccflively fond of the 
parade of royalty, and apt to be higlily difguikd at the 
omifTion of any little ceremony ufually paid to princes. Un- 
happily for the Duchefs of Marlborough, her haughty tem- 
per was litde fuited to this humor in her miftrefs; fhe could 
not ftoop to compliment die woman flie entirely governed ; 
and her fiery, imperious fetnpcr often urged her to contra- 
dict the Queen, with a warinth and rudcnefs which might 
with propriety have been refented by a companion in a fta- 
tion inferior to her own. When the Queen, by repeated 
difguft^ became to regret her lervitude, and to difoover that 
fcgret to her watchful attendants. Out was fixm taught to 
oonfider it as an intolerable indignity. In vain had the Du- 
cfaefs barred every avenue to die royal prefence j in vain had 
Vol. I, B 1> ihc 
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LtTTia IV. Ihe lurrounded the throne with her creatures and dependents; 

thefe very depcndeats feized every opportoiuty» wjiich her 
violent temper and uncourtly manner gave them, . to fupplant 
her in the afie^fcibns of the Queen i and flic at lengd> expe- 
rienced, that a pailion for power is common in all charaAers, 
and that lo. c itfelf is not fo ftrong an incentive to breach of 
truft as ambition. 

Whilst the Diichefs of Marlborough* in full afliirance 
of the entire pofleliion of the Qgeen'a favor, continued a con- 
duel little calculated either to receiver, or even to preferve 
her miftrcrs's affection!!, Mrs. Malham, a diAant relation of 
the Duchefs of Marlborough, whom ihe had placed about 
the perlbn of her miftrcTs in the office of woman of the bed- . 
chamber, was every day undermining her benefa&refa in the 
favor of the Ibvercign. 

Had the Queen been kept under Icfs reftraint, perhaps 
Mrs. Malham might have been contented with enjoying the 
perfonal confequences which follow the favor of princes; 
but without entirely breaking the fetters in which her mif- 
trefi was held by the Marlborough £unily» tbofe douceurs 
would be wanting which you know, my friend, render the 
frietidfhip of the powerful peculiarly valuable. 
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In this fituation of things Mrs. Malham found little dif- Littir iv. 
£culty, to procure the kirid aiUlhnce of a Ikilful adviler and 
abettor. . ' 

Mil. Robert Harley had Co Highly dUUngui(hed bimfelf in 
detecting the paHiamentaiy eorruptions pradifed • in the laft 
reign, and alio in the debates concerning the dilLanding the 
.army> and in fending away the Dutch guards, as to have 
acquired a high degree of reputation with the independent 
party in' parliament ; and, to uie the Duchefs of Marlbo- 
rough's own Words, " it was for this reafon he was pitched 
** upon as a very^ roper pcrfon to manage thehouie of Com- 

mons, on which much always depends.". 

Mr. Ilarley had not been long in the office of fecretary 
of ftate before he found an alteration in the difpofition of the 
Queen, which flattered him with hopes infinitely more am- 
bitious than the aAing as an humble inftniment in the hands 
of the Marlborough iaAton ; by the means of his relation, 
Mrs. MaAiam, he had frequent ftcret interviews with her 
Majeily, and in thcfe interviews he expatiated largely on the 
indignity offered royalty in the rendering the fovereign fub- 
fervient to the views and intereft of one family, and their 
connedions ; of do&ting up the Qgeen from the knowledge 
and the approadi of thofe of her fiibjeds who had a pre- 

B b 2 tence 
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LiTTSK IV. tcncc from their birtli and fituation to luch an honor; and he 
inculcated a maxiai» which is good in itfeif, but, very un- 
happily for this country, has never been either .judicioufly 
purfued or fairly intended, viz. the utility of forming - a 
miniftry promiicaottfly of whig 4nd toiy, without refpe^ to 
party feud and party principle. 

The Queen, who loved power, though totally incapable 
of exercifiiig it independently, burnt with a dcfirc of ieeing 
herielf at the head <^ a miniftcy entirely fubfervient to her 
will and direction; nor could die new favorite, or the le- 

* 

cretary, be more impatient for power, dian was her Majefly , 
to put herfelf ■ under the direction of new governors, on the 

fpccious hope of becoming entirely mirtrefs over thole who, 
agreeable to the courtly phrale, are termed the fervants of 
the crown.' 

Bssissfl diis ne«r bias in die Queen's mind, (he was too 
ardent to be capacious in herfriendfliips in proportion as her . 
love to Mrs. Mafham illcreafed, (he grew cold to the Duchefs 
of Marlborough ; nor was it before every Ipark of former 
kindnefs was extind, that the Duchefs, lulled to ideal fecu- 
rity in the contemplation of her dignity and importance, 
perceived a dangerous >rival in the perfon of her coufin 

One 
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One- tnafk, my friend, be thoroughly acquainted with the urrtB. iv, 
charafter. and di/polition of the Duchefs of M arlboroughy to 
have an adequate idea of the rage which poflefied her foul on 

the convi^ion that the Qi'.etn had prcfumed to give to an- 
other that favcr whitli llic hud once To fully enjoyed herfcIF, 
or that a dependent of her own Ihould have the infolence and 
ingratitude to have attempted the fupplanting her in her mif- 
trefa's affection : in this tempeft which rage had raifed in her 
mind* Ihe raved at^rs. Mafliam, flie expoftulaied with the 
Qjieea, and this in a manner as impetuous* though without 
the tendemels which often accompanies the upbraidings of a 
jealous lover. 

The Queen, either from long-accuilomed fubmiilion, or 
from backwardneis in confeifing the eftrangement of ib vio- 
Imt an affedion* at firft endeavored to fiwthe the Duc^efs's 
pafBion, and to calm her apprehenfions j but in vain: die 
Queen was threatened widi a motion in the boule of Com- 
mons for the removal of Mrs. Mafham, as a mifchievous in- 
cendiary; the Duke of Marlborough and the Earl of Godol- 
phia complained to the Queen of Harley's intrigues, and on 
not receiving a fatisfadory anfver* th^ threatened to refi^ 
dietr placet. 

An attock upon her favonte was a very tender point with 

Anne. Quccji Mary s miiiung on tiic dUmiffion of the 

Duchefs 
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LkT-rsii IV. Duchcfh of Marlborough, then Lady Churchill, from her fcr> 
vice, had occafioned a quarrel between the two Merc, which 
never was made up j nor was her-reibntment lefs violent, or 
left lafting, on the prefent provocation. From this period 
theDttchefs of Marlborough, whom fhe' confidered as the 
author of thcfc affronts, became the objed of her averfion ; 
and though Ilarley thought it pruJcnt for the prcicnt to give 
way to the power of the party, both the Queen and her fc- 
cretary determined to avail themfelves of the firft favorable 
opportunity to get rid of a miniftry which, for difierent rea- 
fons, were equally intolerable to them both. . ' 

Harlky's intrigues were not confined to the cabinet; 
he found means to foment the jealoufies, which the Duke of 
Marlborough's having cngroflcd all the higheft offices of the 
ftate had occafioned in both parties, to fuch a height, that 
when the parliament met in 1708, levere obfervations were • 
made in both hoo&s on the general condoA of ai!airs : die 
continuation of the war after 1706, without the giving any 
attention to the propofals of France, did not pafs without 
animadvcrlion j a total rout of the Englifh and Dutch on the 
plains of Aimanza, in Spain, and the lofs of ten thoufand 
men, eidier killed or taken prlfoners, induced the two houses 
to enter into an enquiry into the management of die war, 
and it was found that there were not above half the troops 

m 
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itn S|»ain that the parliament had made provifion for, and that Littik rr, 
in a manner tlie whole expence of the war. in that country 
was ditown entirely on the Eoglilh. ^ 

In confequencc of a petition from the merchants, a com- 
mittee of examination was appointed j the merchants were 
required to prove all their complaints by witneflea on oath; 
and in the pro&cution of the bufiQeTs it appeared, that 
fliips of war which' had been fitted out to pat to fea, were 
fttfllered to decay in the ports $ that cruizers were not ordered 
to proper places in the channel; that convoys h :d hcea often 
flatly denied the merchants, and that when they were pro- 
mifcd, they were fo long delayed that the merchants loft 
theirmarkets. 

Tbb report which the committee brought into the Hoaie- 

was, on a motion of the trcafurcr's, tranfmitted to the Prince 
of Denmark, who returned an anfwcr, in which he attempted 
to juftify the fevcral charges contained in the report, and in 
which he endeavored to palliate the prefent lofles, by aflert- 
ing, that in King William'a wars four thousand merchant- 
men had been taken by the enemy* 

ft 

The pleading example for the abufe of truft, and the 
negle<^ of the moH important concerns of the nation, is, my 

friend* 
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Letter IV. frknd, a flniriL;:. k::ui i ) ; i I'.cation ; liovvcvcr, though from 
the delicacy of the Lords, the Prince of Denmark was nei- 
ther mentioned in the report of the committee, blamed in the 
debates, or cenfured in the addrefsf the 'Queen pretended to 
be highly offended, but in her aniwer (tut promiled in general 
terms to protefl: die trade of die kingdom, and aflured the 
two houics that all paH: errors Ihould be corre<^ed in future. 

Whilst the torics, in conjunAion with the diiappoioted 
tvhig«, were carrying motions in the upper houie calcnUted 
to throw diigrace on thofe who had the management of 
the pubh'c afiaint, a Aidden alarm from France, by e<)ually 

terrifying all ut>.i;;^i.liciiLd Lie lumds of the minillry, 

and diiappointed, for a timcj the views of tlie dikontcnted. 
fai^ions. 

Although all parties in die Englifli parliament had 
united in their endeavors to allay the diicontcnts of the Scots, 

by rendering the union, which according to the opinion of 
' their luuMtryman, Billiop Eurnct, was parti^UJy Icxvui^iblc to 
the inhabuaius of the north iide of the Tweed, yet more 
deiirable, in taking away the power the privy council, in 
putting the militia of Scotland on the lame footing a» diat 
in England, and in paillng laws for a more impartial and a- 
more cxpcdiuuui aiiiniaiAration of jullice than what had 

hitherto 
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hitherto taken phcc in that kingdom; yet, my friend, it was Uttm FT. 
impotlible to abate the prejudices of the nation in general 
igainft a meafurc which they had been Uught to believe wai 
calculated to deprive them of the fmall degree of liberty 
which remained to them after the reftoratioii of the Stewart 
fiunily. 

On the hopes that the future intercil of fadbions would be 
overlooked in the prefcnt phrcnfy of refentment, the juccjbite 
party in Scotland were incellant in their folicitations with the 
court of France p> afford a imali fapply of men and amu, for 
the purpole of pofleffing diemfelves of the government of 
Scotland, and from thence, in conjondion widi die French 
auxiliaries, to diftrefs London, by the inunediate feizure of 
Kcwcaltk, and by flopping the coal trade. . 

It muft be confefTed that the fcheme, on the fuppofition 
that the Sooti would be unanimoua in ita exectttioo, was a 
veiy prafticable one. Godolphin, mhdk prejudices, it is fup- 
po&d, always ran in favor of the excluded family, had lefi: 

Scotland in a defencetefs condition j the caftles and forts were 
in a fuiuouo llatc and deftitutc of military lloresj there were 
only two thoufand five hundred troops in the country, and 
thcfe were fuppofcd to be difaffcded j the money paid by 
England as aa equivalent was lodged in the caftle cf Edin- 
VoL. I. C c burghi 
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LtTTXK IV. burgh ; and the of fecurity bad placed arms in the hands 
of the lower fort of people, of whkh thqr iud not yet been 
deprived by the repeal of the law. 

It was on diis repreientatioii of things that the French 
courti in their prelent diftreis of men and fuffered 

themfelves to be prevailed on to prepare a fquadron of men 
of war, confining of five fliips equipped for action, and two 
fitted for tranfports ; and it was not till the pretended King 
of Scotland, or the Chevalier St. George, as he was now 
termed by the French,, arrived at Dttnkifk, that die Engliih 
imnifby had certain intelligence of the deflination of die 
fleet, which* when communicated to the paritament, all op- 
polltion to the meafures of government cesied; the two 
houfes joined in the ufual addrefs of lives and fortunes; they 
pttfled a bill, ena(^ng» that the oath of abjuration ihould be 
tendered, and fuch as rcfufed to take it Should be in the con- 
dition of CDimded recQiants» they fafpended the habeas cor* 
pus aft J die Pretender and his adherents were proclaimed 
traitors and rebds; the Commons granted all die demanded 
fupplics ; and a bill was paffed, diftfharging the clans «f 
Scotland from all vaffalage to thoie ciiids who ihoaid taitc 
up arms againil her Majdty. 

Many 
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Mamy of the Queen's fervants, fays Burnet, had ftudicd, uvtm iv. 
tkoagfa agunft aU ienie and leaibii, to diftioguUh iacr title 
fraon die Rsjrolutbn; but her Majeftf wat now fi) much 
ahwined with die attempt to depriye her of regal power* 
that (be dbfbved to alter her former ftUe ; and in her 
fpeeches which fhe uiade on tJie occafion to the two houfcs, 
(he named the Revolution twice, and faid, flie would look 
on thole who had been concerned in it a« the fureft to her 
intereft. 

Th£ preparations of the miniilty kept pace with the 
Q«Mn*f fear* j a large fleet was equipped widi diligence, and 
lent tou arcls Dunkirk under tlie condudl ot Sir Juhfi Lt^kc, 
Sir George Byng, and Lord Durflcy; ten battalions of Engliih 
troops were ordered from Flanders, and the regimenti quar- 
tered in the fouth of Ireland were dinsAed to nnarch towaida 
die aorth« tot die convenience of a Ihort pallage to Scotland. 

The Britilh licet having been driven back to the Downs 
by a ftrong wind, Count Fourbin, who commanded the 
French fquadron, availed himfelf of the opportunity, and 
ftiled for tfaecoaft of Scotland; but he waa followed lb dofi 
by the eneny» that the two fquadront arrived almoft at die 
fiine time in the Frith of Edinbnzgh. 
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LiTTiii IV. The French commander. Count Fourbin, who had re- 
peatedly rcprelcnted to his mailer the little probability of 
fucceeding in the enterprife, did not wait for an attack, but 
taking the advantage of a land breeze, iailed away, to the 
great mortification of the Chevalier, who had fud> ianguine 
expcdations of being ilrongly fupported by the Scotch, that 
he defired, with tears in his eyes, to be fct on fliore, though 
none ihould follow him but his own domeiUcs. 

Tms fiiddenneft with which the nation waa relieved from 
fears, which ran ib high as to endanger die pohlic cre- 
dit, with a fttccefsful campaign in Flanders, where the 
Duke of Marlborough had defeated the French near Oode- 

nardc, raifcd the ficge of Bruflcls, and retaken Ghent and 
Bruges, towns whicli the French had recovered through the 
treachery of the mngiftratcs, bid fair to render permanent the 
power which the Duke of Marlborough and the Earl of Go- - 
dolphin had acquired by the ezpulfion of Harley from the 
council.. 

The whigs, who were from tlie firft, and yet continuec^ 
zealous promoters of the war, were for this reaibn the natu- 
ral allies to Marlborough^ ibme akeratton was made in the 
difpofal of places to the contentment of the party; and the 
friends of the Revolutbn were at this time in fiich general 
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favor, that a large whig majority in the enfuing parliament Littik iv. 
was eafily Socwd in the hou/c of Commons. 

Thb tones, who, encouraged with the fuppolcd counte* 
nance of the Queen» had began to grumble a little at the . 

enormous yet incrcafing cxpcnce of a war, from which 
England had no profpcft ol deriving cither territory or power, 
were now awed into a perfe^ fubmiHion i the two houfes 
were unanimous for the carrying on the war j feven millions 
were voted for die lervke of the enfuing campaign ; and an 
augmentation of ten thott&nd men was added to the efta» 
blifliment of the preceding year. 

The death of Prince George of Denmark, who, after lan- 
guilhing feveral months, had expired on the twenty-eighth 
of Odober, 1708, afforded the two houles an opportunity of 
p«^g dieir court to the Sovereign : previous to the death 
of the Prince, the Queen had fuftained the ievere mortifica* 
tion of lofing all her children ; (he was now in the forty- 
fourth year of her age, and very fubjeft to the gout, a dif- 
cafe which, above all others, hailens the infirmities of age. 
On thefe confiderations, after the Prince's deceafe, ihe had 
ordered, as head of the church, that the form of prayer,, 
for ifllie of her body to (ncceed her to the throne, ihould be 
difcontinued : the two houles addreHed her on the occafidn 

they 
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LiTTiR IV. they intreated her to moderate her grief, and to entertain 
thoughts of a fccond marriage; the Q^iccn in return laid, 
that the provifion which ihe had made for the proteAant fuc> 
ceflton would always be t proof of her wiihec for the happU 
fiefs of the kin^om, but that tl|e fubjed of thdr addrels 
was of fuch a nature* d»t ihe was perfnaded they did not 
exped a particular aofwer. 

The moft important tranfa^ion in this idSSyaa of parlia* 
ment was the extending the Engliih law in leprd to trealba 
to Scodand> and in giving a Ifgsl fin^n to an expedient 
which the miniftiy had fallen on to rai^e the iaunen& fums 
which the parliament had granted to the crown. 

From the period of the Revolution it had been the com- 
mon pradice of government to run the natioa in debt, that 
is, for the parliament to grant more money to the crown than 
they could raife within the year. One debt, without an en* 
tire change in the iyftem of oecooomy, naturally produce* 
many I die neceflities of the flate increafing every year, every 
probable meafure was purfued to facilitate the loan of money, 
and to introduce a credit founded on piper currency, which 
was to make up for the deficiency of real trcafurc. King Wil- 
liam s wars having drained the kingdom of the greater part 
of ^ bullion. 

t ' PORCQANT 
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Pursuant to this fchemc, iti 1693 a bank was eftabliihed Littiii iv. 
on cbe principle of a transferable fund, and a circulation 
I37 bill, on the credit of e large capital. At there are never 
wanting in vxf Cwxetf individnala ready to adopt any mea- 
fure, or forward any Icheme which promifes even a temporary 
fclf-intereft, five hundred thoufand pounds was immediately 
rubfcribed, as a fund ol' ready money to circulate one mil- 
lion at ei^t per cent., which million was to be lent to the 
goveroment, and the fabicriberB were incorporated by the 
name of the Governor and Company of the Bank (rf" England^ 
imder n provifi), diat atany time after die firft day of Augofl^ 
171 1, upon a year's notice* and the repayment <^ the twelve 

hundred thouiand pounds^ the faid corporatijQO (hould ceafe. 

Of aU human errors, the ermt of govemownt are ihe fid- 
^omeft correded: Infleadof avoiding thoft meafures whichv 
durii^ Wflliam'a adminift»lion» had £> evidently impove- 
ridMd die nation, nge for war and conqueft infi^d our 

councils die greater part of Queen Anne's reign j; in propor- 
tion to the mcreafing cxpences of the war, the difficulty of 
nifing fupplies yearly increafed ; and the Commons, inftead 
of paying off any part of the nationai dehr» and getting rid 
of n fimna of Aock Jobbers^and tax g^eneitt, wfasch pmyed 
on the viteia of tlio oooHBonwcaldi,. diis feffions' voted an. 
ttlwgement of the bank almoft to three millions, and pro- 

longed 
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LiTTii IV. longtd the duration of the company to one and twenty years: 
the terms obtained for thele advantages were, four hundred 
thoufand pounds at fix per cent, and the circuUtioD of twfft 
millions four hundred tbou&nd pounds in exchequer bills. 

Whilst die tntereft of England vn» dras facrificed to 
the .tlternate triumph of party, and the cabals of jarring fac- 
tions } whilft her blood and trcafure were thus draining to 
«fiabliih the power and grandeur of the houfii of Auftria, 
and the &curi^ the Staiet-General, France was reduced 
to extremities by die faccels of her arms the laft cam- 
pttgn in Flanders, which to appearance had eftablilhed the 
influence of the Marlborough junto over the councils of 
England, beyond the power even of the Queen to lhake, and 
threatened the almoli: total extin(ftion of the French monar- 
chjt The taking of Lifle expofcd France to an invaiion on 
'the fide of Flanders j on the fide of Dauphioe, the Duke <^ 
Savoy, by makbg himfelf mailer of die important ^Mrtiefles 
of Exilles, La Peroufe, the valley of St. Martin, and Fenei^ 
trelles, had fecured a barrier to his own frontiers, au J of rncd 
a way into the French provinces. The finances of the king- 
dom vrere reduced to,the loweft ebb. In imitation of the 
Engliih exchequer bills, Lewis had ifiued mint bills ; but 
ill die various mediods <^ raifing money on credit fiuled. 

UNUArrii-Y 
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Unhappily for England, the gnat opinion which pre- Lrvtir nr. 
vaikd of tbe certain^ of parliamentaiy iecurity gave bcr 
the pnvil^ of incurring ft debt beyond tbe power of any 
other kingdom. In tbefe circumftances of his finances^Lewit 
was neidierable to pay, to cloath, or to feed his troops ) and, 
in aggravation of a fcene of )uch accumulated diftrcfs, a very 
inclement winter bad produced a kind of famine in the 
land. 

That haag^tineia and pride widi which Lewis had M- 
dwrto treated all the forereigns in Europe was now fuffid* 

ently humbled tu offer very dcbafing propofals, and in a 
manner to fue to the allies for peace. In the beginning of 
the year 1709 tbe prthdent, Rouille, was fcnt on this errand 
to Antwerp, and in dua place he had feveral conferences 
wi^ the deputies Buys and VandetdufiSra. Frons Antwerp^ 
Rottflk pFOceedcd to thoHague^ the Statea were oilcreil a 
good barrier, and oilier adivntages, bttr they refund tff enter 
on the fubjeft of a tiea^ widiout the participation of the 
allies. Exprefles were fent to the courts of Vienna and < 
Great- Britain, and, according to die particular reqtieft of the 
States, Prince Eugene of Savoy^ and the Duke of Marlbo* 
rough, were fuUy empoweted by their re^ie^e ibvereig^ 
to iisttle tbe terms of peaccj. 

Vox. I.' D d It 
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LiTTi* IV. It has already been obierved, my friend, that the Duke 
of Marlborough and Prince Eagene of Sav(qf were, on mo- 
tives of lucre and ambition, very averfe to any terms of re- 
conciliation with France. The power and importance of 
Heinfliiu, die penfionaiy of Holland, did alfo in a great mea- 
fufe depend on his connedion with the belligerant powers : 
he had been railed to the office of firft minifter to the States 
by King William; hnd been truilcd with all his political Ic- 
crcts; was acquainted with the utmoft, extent of the delign 
on which his patron formed the confederacy againft the hoiife 
of Bourbon j and for thefe reaibns, whilft the war continued, 
his councils were implicitly followed. 

Yoo may eafily perceive, my friend, diat the negociation 
in thcfe hands was not likely to produce the much-dcfircd 
peace. On the arrival of the Duke of Marlborough, he at 
once put a ftop to the conierences,Hiy inibnning the States 
that he had ocders to present all farther advances towanls a 
treaty, Jbould France ncfiifc to extend her oflers in &vor of 
the Emperor and Great-Brftain j whilft Prince Eugene in* 
» fifted, that the entire cciiion oi the Spaniih monarchy, toge- 
ther with the re-ellabliihmentof the treaty at Munfter, fhould 
be an indifpeniable pieliminaiy to the projeaed treaty. 

When 
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When the news arrived that the negociation was inter* Uttbr iv. ' 
rupted, without any advancement towards peace, the French 
King and his council gave themf^ves up to all the ter- 
rors of deipatr : Aich was the conAifion which the deiperate 
ftate of the kingdom produced in their minds, that they- 
broke up without coming to any rcfolution. Monficur 3e 
Torcy, fccretary for foreign affairs, offered his fcrviccs to en- 
deavor to foften the inflexibility of the negociators, and was 
fent by the King to Holland with the following humiiiating. 
terms s 

That Ae King of France would agree to yield the whole 

Spanifh monarchy to the hqufe of Aullria, without any 
equivalent : 

To cede her conquefts on the Empire upon die Upper 
Rhine: 

To give Fumes, Ypres, Menin. Touraayj^ Lifle, Conde,, 

and Mabeuge, for a barrier to Holland :. ' 

To acknowledge the Eledor of Brandcnburgh as King 
of Priiffiai the Duke of Hanover at ninth Ele^r of the 
Empire: 

D d a To 
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To own the tide of Qiieen Anne to the BritUh crown : 

To remove the Pretender from the dominions of France : 

To recognife the fiiccdfion of the Uuone of Great-Britun 
in die proceftant line : 

To reilore his poUenions to the Duke of Savoy : and 

To agree to the ceiTioni made to the King of Portugal by 
his treaty with the allies. 

Moderation in fuccefs, my friend, haa erer been found 
a more uncommon virtue dian patience in adverlity. The 

Dutch, fo f.imous fur a (iviCt attention to the foliJ intcrcfls 
of their republic, and who had extricated thcmfelves by the 
firmnefs of their condud from difficulties fuperior to thofe 
in which their enefny« Lewis, was at preAnt involved, were 
now intoxicated with a reverfe of fortune which had brought 
die lame monarch, who was once on the point of fubduing 
their republic, at their feet. 

The Duke of Marlborough's ambition was no kfs ele- 
vated than to the conqueft of France, and the plimder of 
her provinces % and his importance at home vifibly depended* 

on 
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on the continuation of a war, (torn which hes expend foch h%rr%% iv. 
glorious confcquences : he had failed to England, in the in- 
tent to fraftrate ibme fecret attacks made by his enemies in 

the cabinet: on his return, accompanied by the Vifcount 
Townfliend as araballador extraordinary to the States, and 
joint plenipotentiary from Great- Britain for treating concern- 
ing the tef DM of peace, the conferences were renewed. 

The Marquis de Torcy, who had polled in difguife to 
Holland on the faith of a common blank palTport, had prcvi- 
oufly taken every meafure, and made ufe of every argument, 
which might rationally induce- the States to prefer the blef- 
lings of peace, fecufity, and advantageous commerce, to the 
burthen of exceffiv« taxe« in the prolecuting of a war, the 
event of which muft neceflarily be in fbme meafore doubtful; 

he fbllicitcd their friendfliip, he foothcu then ickiuuiciit, he 
flattered their pridcj but in vain: their councils were wholly 
influenced by Prince Eugene and the Duke of Marlborough. 
After ieveral fruitlefs conferences, die penfionaiy Hetnffiusf 
framed forty preliminary articles, as' the ultimatum of the 
allies : in thefe they infifted upon the reftitution of the Up-i 
per and Lower Alface to the Empire ; upon the French mo- 
narch's rcftoring Strafburgh, in its prefent condition ; upon 
, his ceding the toven and caftellany of Lide; the demolifhing 
Dunkirk, New Bri&c, Fort Louis, and Huoningenj and 

upon 
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Lftti* IV. upon his furrendering the ftrongeft towns in his dominions, 
a? pledges for the entire evacuation of the Spaniih dominions 
by his grandfon. 

When the forty prdiminaries were ihewed to the French 
King, his former cohfternatton gave way to an indignant re^ 
fentment; he rejeded them with difBain; and applied the 

f;une remedy to remove the defpair of the people, by pub- 
lilhing his own concellions and the demands of the allies : a 
.new ipirit at once aniaiated the whole nation j the King liini^ 
ielf wrote to all the governors a particular relation of his 
tran&^ons in Holland ; the people fancied them/elves af- 
fronted in the indignity offered their nionnrLli; and, with an 
allonilliing alacrity, prepared thcmfelvcs to withlland, by 
new efforts, the tremendous power pf the enemy. 

No fooner were the conferences broke up for llie re-efta- 
bli/hmcnt of peace, than the alh'es employed thcmfelvcs in 
making vigorous prcpar.uions for the war. Flanders, froni 
whence it was intended to penetrate into the heart of France, 
was pitched on as the grea^ Icene of a^oni and Prince Eu- 
gene condefcended to ftcond the Duke of Marlborough in 
thofe ambitious defigns which had undoubtedly fruftraced the 
jConcluGon of a peace, highly honorable and advantageous. 

The 
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Tub army of die allies, augmcnttd with eight thott/atid Littb« iv. 
Saxons which the Duke of Marlborough had negpciated with 
King Auguftus, amounted to one hundred and ten thoufand 

combatants, well appointed, in high fpirits, and rendered 
almoft irrcfiftable bv the conlLioufnefs of former fuccefs. 
They were oppolld by a very inferior army of Frenchmen, 
commanded by the Marecbal de Villars, who had been the 
leaft unfortunate, becauie the leaft daring, of any of the 
French generals. 

ViLLARS had taken care to occupy fo ftrong a port be- 
tween Couriere and the town of Betluinc, which covered * 
both his wings, whilit the villages of La BaiTe and Pont 
Avendin defended hia front, that the enemy, though ex- 
tremely anxious to engage, did not think fit to venture an at- 
tack I but on hearing that die gairifiin of the town of Tour- 
nay had hcen weakened by the diaft of five thoufand men to 
ftrengthcn Villars's army, they fat down before that town» 
which, though the beft fortified in all Europe, and very 
advaatageouHy Htuated for defence, was furrendered by the 
governor, with the citadel, in the fpace of ieven weeks, 

Aptbr die fiirrender of Tournay, the alliea formed die 

defign of bcfieging Mons, but were interrupted in dieirpro- 

grcfs by the moveuicnt of the French army, Villars having 

receive 
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LgTTMi ly. received a ftrong reinforcement, under the command of the 
Marechal BoufHers, pafled the Scarpe, and intrenched his 
army at Malplaquet, a WlUge within a league's dilbnce fram 
Mons. The fate of Fiance depended on diis army : die ge- 
neral was thoroughly fenfible of its importance, and fpared 
no labour to preferve it. Along a narrow plain, oppofed 
to his centre, he drew \tvy deep trenches, one behind the 
other, and covered the whole with a row of trees ; his two 
wings were defended with deep and impenetrable woods : but 
neither the natural advantage of the fituation, or the precau- 
tion of the general, deterred the allied army from attempting 
to dilLodge the enemy from thieir ftrong poft. 

In the night of the tenth of September the two armies 
ranged ikcmfelves in. a complete ocder of battle, and at eight 
o'clock in the morning, on the eleventh, began the naoft obfti- 
nals cofilcft perhapa vns known in the annals of modem wars. 
All oninierrapted fiacceis had railed the cour^ of the allied 
amy to a dc^rae c$ enthiifijUm, and de^mir bad produced 
ft refolution almoft unconquerable in the French, Villars 
placed himfelf at the head of his left wing, and committed 
the charge of his right to the Marechal de Boufflers. Of 
th« alli^ army, thfl Br«lti&ttr<lopi»we8e Qppo6d:ta tfao left 
of thei enemy* tbo- Puftrl^ to, tba rjght» afHl tliQ Geimam to 
thjQifi ceiilm*, Tlw MMt of Aigyl^ at: tlm bod of tiw 

Britllh 
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BritiHi troop<;, charged the left wing of the enemy witli luch Lixxi* IV. 
an irrciillible impetuofity, that they gave way : Villars was 
obliged to weaken his centre in order to withAand the fierce 
iSbaiti this movement had its t£x&.i his troops rallied, 
formed themfclves again in order of battJe» and drove the 
enemy back j the Dutch made ibme fmall tmpreffion on the 
right wing of the enemy, but were alfo driven back in their 
turn. In diis ftate of the battle, the two commanders <^ the 
allied army, it is faid, a<ftua]ly entertained thoughts of de- 
fining from the attack, when General Cadogan perceiving 
the void left in the centre of the enemy by the troops called 
by Villars to fupport his left wing. Prince Eugene was en- 
couraged to attack in perfon the intrenchments in that plao6, 
and leading fome freih battalions to the charge, entered the 
line of the enemy, and forced a regiment of French guards 
to fly. Villars, whilft haftening to fupport his centre, was 
wounded and carried off the field ; this accident would have 
been fatal to the French, but for the ftcadinefs of the Marc- 
chal deBpufflcrs; he difpcrfcd the German cavalry after they 
had entered his lines s but being driven back in his turn by 
the enemy, who had rallied again, and by their fleady mo- 
tions and firm coununancet ihcwed the moft obftinate refii- 
lution to gain the field of battle or die in the attempt, he 
determined to put an end to a contcft, which on the lide of 
the French might be attended with the moft fatal confe- 
Vol,. L E e quences* 
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L£XT(». IV. qucnces, and prudently withdrew his army, leaving the 
enemy no fpoil, but the reputation only of having gained 
the well-foughc battle, and the remaining mafters of a field 
covered with near forty thouland men, comprehending the 
'wounded and the ilain. 

The French generals, by a regular retrrat with troops 
which had been often routed and totally fubdued, and this 
before the whole united force of the allies, gained, in the 
opinion of their countiymen, a glory alnK>ft equal to victory; 
whilft thofe. who were not die paOlionate admirers of Prince 
Eugene and the Duke of Marlborough, at ilie fame time 
that they gave due praifes to thofe great abilities and that 
undaunted courage which had extricated them with honor 
from an enterprilc rafh and hazardous, yet, as tlicy oblerved, 
that either Mons might luvc been taiccn witliout a battle, 
or, at leaft» the confederates might have had the choice of 
their own ground » their praifes were mixed with cenfures at 
a temerity which, but tat the (edate and uAcommon courage 
of their troops, might have fullted ^ glories of a long war». 
and' which, 'to Kay the b^ft of it, betrayed a want of 'huAia^ 
nity, ill tiirowing away the lives of thour<uids without any 
necciTity. The lofs of tlic allies in this a<flion amounted to 
tsvcnty thoufaad wen,, that of the French to lefs than nine 
thouiand.. 

Moms 
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MoN$ was invefted by the alUpd army on the twenty- fifdi uttsk iy. 
of September, it funaidered on the twentieth of OAober. 

Thus iinifhed, on the fide of Flanders, the campaign of 
fevcnteen hundred and nine, which, thougli it did nut prove 
ib fatal to the French as they had great realon to apprehend, 
yet the wretched condition of France, and the great facility 
with which the English coart borrowed immenfe fums to 
fupply the war, threatened the ftate and nation with ultimate 
rttin from the continuation of the unequal conteft. 

Lewis, either from neccffity or in the intention of (hew- 
ing his iincerity to the allies, had adually withdrawn his 
forces from Spain: thepr^de of this haughty ippoardi was Jb 
far humbled by the neopffi^ of his ifiairs, that he conde- 
fi:ended to renew to the States-General his fi>llicitations for 
peace. The States-General had not forgot the treachery and 
unprovoked injuries and infults they had formerly received 
from Lewis j it was now their turn to aOTumc the infolcnt 
qf a conqueror, and by fuch condudl to give to Lewis a 
lively 6nle of what he had fimnerly infliQod on ihear piof- 
trate ftate. Th^ refuied the gnntbg any pafles for the 
King's commiflioners to go to the Hague ; however, they 
pcnnitted Pettekum, the envoy of Holftcin, to make a 
jouri^y to k^^y y/hati fui:jL)>er q^s ^e court 

£ e 8 France 
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l«TTM 17. France was ready to make to the confederates ? Lewis pro- 
pofed* inftead of the prdiminaries figned by the allies in the 
pteceding year, to reduce their'own conceffions into a more 
comprehenfive, but an equally ample form: he engaged him- 
fAf to acknowledge Charles the Third as King of Spain j to 
withdraw all iuccours from his grandfon ; to forbid his fub- 
jcdls to enlift in his fervicc; to confent that no part of the 
Spanifh monarchy ihould ever be united with France i to 
xeftore to the Emperor the city of Straiburg, and the town of 
Bri&c; to content himfelf with Alface, in the literal iieftie 
of the treaty of Munftcr j to cede the town of Landau j to 
rafc all his fortifications on the Rhine from Bafil to Philipf- 
burgh; to acknowled^ the King of Pruflia and the Eleiftor 
of Hanoveri to acknowledge Qneen Anne, and the protcftant 
fucceffion; to dcmoli0) the fortiBcations and to ruin the 
harbour of Dunkirk i to confent that the Pretender ihould 
be banilhed from die Froich dominion* i to yield to the 
States the barrier fpecified in the preliminaries, and to con- 
firm his former ofllers in regard to their trade to grant to 
the Duke of Savoy all that the allies had demanded in his 
favor, and, in return, that the Eledors of Bavaria and Co- 
logn ihould be reftored to their territories and dignities. 

Oppkbssion, it is &id, my friend, will make a wife maa 

mad J but the revcrfe was at prefcnt the cafe : fuccefs, and the 

^ pcrfonal 
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pcrfonal influence of Prince Eugene and the Duke of Marl- Lmn tv. 
borough, ceitunly difordcred the fenies and infatuated 
the councils of the Dutch miniftiy ; th^ rgeded^the ample 
concefiions made by Lewis, and obftinatdy Infifted that hit 
moft Chriftian Majedy fhould declare, in plain and expreffive 
terms, that he confented to all the preliminaries, except the 
thirty-feventh article, wliicli flipulatcd a ccfll.tlon of arms 
in cafe the Spaniih monarchy Should be delivered to King 
Charles in the fpace of two months ; and for this article, 
Pettekun fidd, the allies would fend paffports to die French 
miniftera to treat of an equivalent. 

*• Take phyfic. Pomp," you know, my friend, is an ad- 
mired exprefiion in one of the molt famous plays of our 
divine poet, Shakefpeare. The draught impofed by the 
• States, thoo^ bitter as wormwood, Lewis was obliged to 
fwallow: he difpatdied the Marecbal d'Huicdles and the 
Abb^ de Polignac to treat with the allies on their own pro- 
pofals; but on the pretence that the French King fought an 
opportunity to effedl by artifice what he cou!d not obtain 
by the way of arms, or fair treaty, the plenipotentiaries were 
not fufiered to enter Holland, but were met by the deputies. 
Buys and Viuiderdu^n, at Gertnisdenberg, where Lewis's 
were fiibjeded to a variety of mortifications 2 they 
oomplained that didr acconunddations were mean, diat their 

letters 
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LtTTH nr. were opened, that they were d^uly inAilted by injarioui libelt, 
that they wei« confined to a fmall fortified town, and that 
their omduft was narrowly watched* 

At the particular rcqueft of the Dutch, Prince Eugene and 
the Duke of Marlborou^ were fent by their refpe^vc fove- 
reigns to give their advice concerning the object of the con- 
greis ; and in return for this compliment, and in full aflu- 
ranee of dieir influence over Heinffius, without whofe advice 
the States took no ilep of importance, they induced the V.m- 
peror and the Queen of Great- Britain to throw the whole 
negociation into the hands of the Republic : but never did 
tlMs Dutch trifle away lb fair an opportunity $ tjieir deputies 
would hear of no relaxation, and no expedient for removing 
the infuperable difficulties which retarded the negociation, 
during the courfc of which the French ngrced to relinquifh 
every demand of an equivalent for the ceifioQ of the Spaniih 
monarchy; they ofiered a fubfidy of a million of livres a 
month to the allies, till King Philip ihould be driven from 
Spain j they entirely relinquifhed Alface to die Emperor; 
and, as fecurity fur the performance of the articles of the 
txcaxy, engaged to deliver the fortified towns of French Flan- 
ders into the hands of the allies. 

In 
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In proportion as France increafed in her conceiTions, the Lettsk iv. 
States rofe in their demands j they infilled on Lewis's effedt- 
ing the ceflion of Spain and the Indies to the houie of Au-> 
ftria, and fubmitting to emy odier article Ipecified in the 
prdimtnaries $ and even referved to themfelves the power of 
making ulterior demands when prelimthartes Hiould be 
adjuftcd. After a tedious and ineffeftual negociation, which ' 
lafted from the nineteenth of M:irch to the twenty-fifth of 
July, the plenipotentiaries returned to France: at their depar- 
ture, dicy fent a letter to the penlionary IleinfTius, in which- 
they declared, that the propo&ls made by the Dutch depu> 
ties were unjuft and impniAicable, and in which they com'- 
plained of perfonal ill treatment. 

The States-General rcfolvcd, that the enemy had departed* 
from the foundation on which the negociation was begun, 
and had ftudied pretences to evade the execution of the ca- 
pital points, the reftttution of Spain and the Indies, and that 
France had no other view than to create and Ibw jealottfies. 
^mong the allies; and Lord Townfliend, !n a memorial, af- 
furcd them, th.it the Queen entirely approved their rclblu- 
tion, and all the ilcps they had taken in the coarfe of the 
hegociatibn; and that (he Was firmly refolved to proiecute 
iht war With aU'poffiblte vigor,, until the cnemy'fiiould ac- 
cept. 
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cepc fuch terms of peace as might lecure the tnnqaUttj of 

the chriilian world. 

Oh, my friend, how uncertain are thofe cxpcfVatiooa which 
Are dependent on the caprice of individuals! It was not msusf 
yean paft that the States had been die egregious dopes of the 
cabinet politics of the courts of France and Spain, and had 
very near loft their independent odAence as a il^te, through 
their unbounded confidence in the faith of princes j and at 
this time, that the Queen of Great- Britain was making them 
fuch large profefllons, a cabal, at which her MajeAy was at 
the head, was forming in her court, to undermine the power 
and influence of dieir great friend and ally the Duke of 
Marlborough, and confequently to overturn that fyftem of 
politics which had been lb inimical to France, and lb friendly 
to the prctenfions of the court of Vienna, and to thoie of the 
States-General. 

Thb Marlborough junto, abetted by the whig fa^on, and 
retaining the unbounded confidence of the people, were in a 
great meafure independent of die changed ailediona of die 
Queen : encouraged with this circumibnce, the Duchefs of 

Marlborough continued to oppofc with violence the prefcnt 
bent of her miftrefs's inclination. But, mv friend, in a 
country like this, wiiere par^ prejudices prevail in a manner 

to 
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to deftroy even common fenfe ; where the intereAed and the ttTTsa iv. 
ignorant make itp the great mais of the people, the favor of 
the muUitttde, as it. is alw^s founded on whim and error, 
is as uncertain as the favor of princes* That appetite for 
war, which had raged to fudii^ an height as to render die 
people joyous under the burthen of enormous and unnecef- 
fary taxes, began vifibly to decline : a want of attention to 
the intercds of the nation in the manner of condu<5ling the 
war, and in the terms impofed on the French King, where 
cities, provinces, and monarchies, were transferred to the reft 
of the confederates, ix^ilft England, who had contributed £9 
largely to the war, was admitted to no part of the fpoili a 
negledl of die war in Spain ; the inaAivity of tfie fleet j and 
the decay of trade, for want of protection from r rcncii pri- 
vateers; were accufations and complaints carried to the prcfs^ 
and echoed from the pulpit. Thefe obfervations were founded 
in truth, and as fuch muft have had their effedk with the few 
ienfible citizens 1 but as the multitude are never afiefled 
with any rational principles opposition and complaint, it 
was found expedient to affift argument vrith declamation, and 
to renew with violence the unmeaning cry of the danger of 
the church. 

Henry Sacheveril, a divine of very moderate abilities and 
no large extent of learning, had preached for ieveral years on 
Vol. I. F f this 
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LcTTCK IV. this topic : in a rcrmon delivered on the fifth of November ^ 
at St, Paul's in London, in the year 1709, be inveighed ' 
with bitternefs againft the miniftcy, tbtf dilTenters, and low 
cburcbi he alierted tbe dodrine of non-cefiftance j he de- 
clared that religion was in danger, and exhorted the pec^Ie 
to fland up in defence of the church, for which, he faid, 
he founded the trumpet, and dclircd tlicm to put on the 
whole armour of God. The court of aldermen did not pay ,'4 
, him the ufual compliment on the occasion ; but, however, 

on pretence that it was done by the defire of the Lord Mayor, 
be printed bis fermon, widi a dedication lo bis Lordibip; 
four thoufand of dieie difiiour&s were quickly dilperfed over 
the nation j and the mioiftry, who were perhaps more en- 
raged at the perfonal refieAions thrown on themielves, than 
the libellous exprelTions againft the liberties of the conftitu- 
tion, treated it in fuch a ferious manner, as to deviate from 
the common rule of law in the profecution of Sacheveril. 

On a review of the conduA of bodi parties, my friend, 
I am at a lofs to determine which is moft worthy of ridicule, 
the miniftcy, in arming all the powers of government in 
their attack on an obfcure and infignificant individual, or the 

public, in the fupport of a culprit, whole dodlrine was more 
odious than his infolcnce, and his principles yet more con- 
temptible than his parts. 

According 
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According to the wife determination of tlie miniftry, Littik iv. 
complaint of the iermoii was made in the houfe of Com- 
mons : on the fourteenth day of December, Sacheveril was 
ordered to attend; he was taken into cuftody, and impeached. 

At no period of the Knglilli liiilory, in no exigence of 
the ftate, in no period of the confUtution, was the attention 
of the public equally roufed. fiy the tories Sacheveril was 
extolled ai a martyr, who ftood alone unfubdued in defence 
of die conititution of church and flate : by the wh%8, he 
was more properly called a popiHi perfecutor, an enemy to 
the Revolution, a devoted friend to the Pretender : the prefs 
teemed with daily prodifdlions on both fides of the queftionj 
and the whole artillery of party jargon was exerted with 
violence. 

With the view of giving die more folemntty to the trial, 
but which indeed rendered it truly farcical, the Commons 

refolved to aflift in a grand committee: Weftminfter-Hall 
was prepared at a great expence of money and time ; on the 
twenty- feventh of February, 1710, the trial began; the ar- 
ticles exhibited againft Dr. Sacheveril were four in numberi 
they affirmed, that the Dodor fuggvfted and nMint^i ncd that 
the neceflaiy means for efieduatmg the Revolution were 
odious and unjuftifiable; that the toleration to dilTenters was 

F f 2 both 
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j-tTTi» IV. both unfearonable and unw irraiuablc j that the church of 
England was in danger under the Queen's adminiilration ^ 
that there were perfons in office who endeavored to overtum 
the conftitutioii; and that throu^ the whole nuaugemeDt 
of afl^irs, there was a genefal mal-adminiftration and cornip* 
tbn. Sacheveril denied the charge; his couniel attempted 
to fliew, that his expreflions* without being wreftcd from 
their true meaning, could not be applied to the crimes of 
which he was accufed ; and Sacheveril concluded the defence 
with reading a ipeech, in which he juftified bi« do^nes 
with heat, yet exprd&d his reipe^ for die Qoeen and her 
govcmoient. 

In an aflembly whole importance is fouaULd on the prin- 
ciple of refinance, it is not to be imagined, that the do<^lrine 
of paffive obedience to kings would find many advocates; 
howevcTj the illiberal voice of par^ was as loud m the debates 
of the Lords as in idse clamorous difeoarfes cS the multi- 
tude : ieveral peers, who avowed their concern in llie Revo- 
lution, affirmed, that thofc who examined it lead were its 
beft irieods. It was faid by a biihop, that a veil ought to 
be thrown over that tranfadion ; that men ihould radier call 
it a vacanqr» ftud an abdication^ than receive its benefits 'as 
tiie confequence of refinance. The Duke Leeds improved 
on the bifhop's refinement, and faid, that a diflin^on ought 

to 
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' to be made between refiftance and revolution i that vacancy, Littik 
or abdication, was the fubjeA of the debates of the conven- 
tion i and that refiftance, a word both dangerous and odious, 
onght ^^a ever to be forgot. 

As reaibn and good fenfe were on the other fide of the 
queAion, it was no diflicult ta/k to confute the opinions of 
Sacheverirs toiy advocates; he was declared guii^ hj a ma- 
jority of Seventeen : but whether through fear of die multi- 
tude, or (torn, the apprdienlion that the priibner was fecredy 
patroniled by the Queen, his puniflunent vras limitted to a 
fufpenfion from preaching for three years, and the llrmon 
was ordered to be burnt in the prelence of the Lord Mayor 
and the fheriffii of London. 

The dme of the trial, which lafted three weeks, -was « 
period of triumph and high exultation to Sacheveril. Never 
prophet, honored with the divine comnuffion of declaring 

religious truths to a bclic\ing peoplci never patriot, on the 
point of being exalted to the crown of martyrdom for the 
cattfe of e^ual law and liberty, had been attended by the 
populace with fiich* officious zeal as was now die popular 
Sacheveril. The multitude, exuldng in that delern^ined 
ftate of llavery to which the Dodor had configned the whole 
human race, thronged the preacher as he palled tlie ilreets 

in 
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LtTTiR IV. in hi5 way to and from Wcftniinfter-Hall ; fome proftr.itcd 
themfelves before him; others llrove to kifs his hajids ; the 
air on all fides founded with acckmations of applaufe ; thofe 
who did not join in theihout, at the word " the charcb and 
Sacheveril!" were infulted and knocked down; mon^was 
occafionally thrown among the riotous mob, who by fiich 
methods were animated to ib high a pitch of diabolic^ 
phrenfy, that they killed feveral of the inferior clafs, pulled 
down diffenting meeting-houfes, threatened the peers of the 
oppofite party with violence, and infulted thofe members of 
parliament who were not in the intereft of their £ivorite. 

These a£ts of violence undoubtedly influenced the Lords 

in their fcntence on Sacheveril : it was regarded as a viftory 
over tlic tc.irs of the whigs, arij. celebrated with bonfires, il- 
luminations, and other marks of triumph, through the whole 
kingdom. The fucceii of this battery encouraged the cabal 
to venture on a regular attack on the whig adminiftration : 
addrefles were let on foot from all the difierent counties, in 
whidi the abfolute power of the fi>vereigns of England was 
aflcrted } in which all refiftance was condemned, under the 
defignation of anti-monarchical and republican principles; in 
which the Queen's hereditary right was acknowledged ; and 
which moftly concluded with an intimation of the addreflers* 
hopes, that her Majefly would diifolve the present parlia- 
ment. 
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ment, and with affurances that in a new clc<flion they WQuld Littih iv. 
chufe none but fuch as ihould be faithful to the crowiit and 
2ealou» for the church. 

Pleasing as thefe flrains were to the royal ear, the Queen 
did not venture publicly to avow her warm approbation j 
however, the party were allured, by her counfcllor and con- 
fidant Harley, that her Majefty was only ^^€C\r\% a part 'till a 
favorable opportunity fhould render it advifable to manifeft 
her real judgment and inclinations. 

It was not long that the party were kept in ibfpenfe. The 
Queen, animated into a<flion by the Duke of Marlborough's 
withftanding her intention to raife Colonel Hill, brother to 
the favorite, to the command of a regiment of dragoons, 
vacant by the death of the Earl of E^x, gave the chamber- 
lain's ftaiF to die Duke of Shrewibury, and in a few weeks 
after difmifled the Earl of Sundu'land from the office of 
privy leal. 

The removal of the Earl of Sunderland was regarded by 
both parties as a prelude to the change of the whole mini- 
dry : the tories crouded the prefence of the Queen with ad- 
drcfles and congratulations on her conduft j whUft the whigs 
endeavored to intercft the people in their fiipport by « variety 

of 
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LsTTtii IV. of tricks and manoeuvres. According to the account given 
1>y toty writers, they contrived to fink the price of the na- 
tional Aock, by withdrawing their own money from dte 
funds, with lymptoms of conftemation and panicj and they 
iblicited the interpoiition of foreign powers : bnt neither the 
rcprcfentations of the directors of the bank of England, nor 
thofe of Count Gallas, the Imperial minifter, and Buys, 
the Dutch envoy, who fct forth the bad confcqucnccs which 
might refult to the grand alliance from a change in her mi- 
niftiy, could efieft any alteration. 

The aftoniftiing fuccefs which in general had attended the 
war had icept up the fpirits of the people under the burthen 
of its expcncc, and had in a great nieafure fupported the 
popularity of the government ; but the intelligence of the 
diiafters with which the campaign cloied in Spain gave the 
miniftiy the wl(hed-for opportunity of cenfiiring their pre- 
deceflbrs in office on a fubjeft on which they had highly 
magnified their importance, namely, tfaedireftbn of the war. 

After the Commons had, without hcfitation, granted 
, the fupplies to the amount of more than fourteen millions, 
the Lords, in confequence of a meflage from her Majelty, 
entered into an enquiry into &e condud of the late miniftiy, 
and of the military commanden employed by them in Spain j 

they 



Digitized by Google 



RevUtttkn ft the frefint Tmv. 

they addreffed the Queen to free the cabinet council from uttib iv. 

their oath of fecrecy, that a full account of their confulta- 

tiofia might be laid before dke houft; they jMlIed a vote, that 

the former miniilry were highly to be blamed in their neg- 

le^ng the Spanish war, and in their nd\ iling an offenfive 

war in the year 1707, which had been the caule of the lofs 

of the battle of Almanza, and, in confequence, of the mif^ 

carriage before Toulon $ and in their addreia to the Queen 

they mentioned the great profufion of money which had been 

fpent in the fervice. 

Ik the lower houfe, Harley led his party to enter into an 
enquiry ijito fcveral great abufcs in the vidlualling the navyj 
abufes, which Burnet, by way of apology for his party, tells 
us ** had been pradifed for many years, and which was con* 
** tinned as avowedly as ever, though a member of the houle, 
*' who was a whig, was expelled the allembly for ill prac- 
** ticea in this department, and a profectition ordered againft 

him." • 

The member, my friend, which the good hi/hop men- 
tions, was no meaner perfon than Mr. Robert Walpole, who 
afterwards held the office of prime minifler to the two firft 
Georges, and who has been fuccefifuUy followed by every 
fiicceeding minifler in the art of fimplifying the nature of 

Vol. I. G g . the 
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LiTTEfc iv. the government, and removing all the difTlculties which 
would naturally arirc from a complicated form, fit, indeed, 
to pleafe the ignorant fpecuJator, but which wife men ia 
modern ages have agreed to be ufelefs ; nay, would be into- 
lerable, if the practice of bribery did not furniih a fufficient 
antidote. 

Upon an examination of the public accounts it appeared, 
that prodigious fums remained unprovided for in the different * 
departments of the war ; the debts of the navy amounted to 
more than five millions j and the incumbrances of the ord- 
nance and army to one million five hundred thoufimd pounds. 

It was now become an accuftomed practice to grant at 
every nc\\ fcilions of parliament more money than could be 
raill J w ithin the year, llarlcy propofed to the Commons 
the following projei^ for iatisfying all the public debts, and 
for making good all deficiencies of fupplies. The whole 
debt unprovided for was thrown into one flock io pay an 
intereft of fix per ccnt.j funds were eftablifhed, which were 
to conuncncc ;it the end ul ii\"c years ; and the parliament 
engaged I'lenilclvcs to make good tlic intcrcil in tlic inter- 
mediate time, the monopoly of a trade to the South Sea, or 
coaft of Peru, was granted to the proprietors of this ftock, 
who were incorporated into a body for the purpoie. 
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Har lev's propofals met with great appbufc; the Q^een htrrtt iv. 
created him aa Earl, by the double tide of Oxford and Mor- 
timer, and conferred on him the office of Lord Treafurer. 
The preamble to the patent fet forth, ^at he had redeemed 

the nation from rohbLTv, h.\d rci'njrcci credit, .md luid ren- 
dered tljc public great lervice for many years. Every cir- 
cumfiance in the flate of affairs co-operated to render it the 
intereil of Harley to deliver the nation from the curie of a 
needleia, unprofitable, and ruinous war. All the unpopu- 
larity of raifing large fupplies, on a nation overburthened 
with appropriated taxes, muft remain with the treafurer, 
whilft the glory to be gained in the courfe of the war would 
be given to the Duke of Marlborough : belides, to conclude 
a peace was the only means to reduce this powerful con- 
.queror to the rank of a private fubjed ; and In his pre&nt 
iituation, as fupreme commander of the army, he was con^ 
fidered as an objed of terror. 

Though it was very apparent to the judicious that the 
accumulation of the public debts, and all the growing evils 
attending them, rendered it neceiCury to gee rid of the war, 
yet it was no eafy talk to wean the populace from the ex- 
tilting pleafures of illuminations and bonfires, or to change 
in the generality of the nation thofe opinions which in a 
manner grew out of the Revolution, and which, lince the 

G g 2 death 
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Lima rr. death of the late King, had been carefully propagated by in- 
tereAed individuals. Happily for the fuccefs of the pacific 
fchemes of the mtnifter* the death of the Emperor Joleph» 
in fttddenly changing the whole ftate of aflSurs, awakened the 

rcfledlion of thinking men, and led to an alteration in the 
minds of the muhitudc. Through tlie uncoininon exertion 
of his allies, Joicph had recovered all the pollcilions belong- 
ing to the Imperial crown, and had fubdued all Lombardy. 
From an ambition which in this £unily had formerly been 
dangerous to the liberties of Europe, Joleph, widiout re- 
. garding his two daughters, left his brodier Charles, King of 
Spain, his univerfal heir in ull ihe dominions of the houle of 
Auflria. Five months after the death of Jofeph, Charles 
was chofen Emperor by the unanimous confent of all the 
eledors. The addition of Spain to the Imperial dominions 
would in a manner be reviving die Ibrmidable power of 
Charles the Fifth j and thus the ohtainment of the ohjed of 
the war, undertaken by the grand alliance, would cricctualiy 
deilroy that balance it was intended to prelervc. 

Encouraged by this circumftance, theQgeen, in the 
lame meflage in which ihe informed the two houies of die 
death of the Emperor* told them« that Ihe hoped to be ibon 
in a c<mdidon to put a happy end to the war, by a lafting 

and honorable peace. 

In 
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In conTequencc of thefe advances, and a ftrong afliirance ^.wt\% nr. 
from the two houfes that thgr would fupport her Majdly in 
all hermeafares for the reftoration of the public tranquility, 
a private nielTage, by the means of one Gualtier, an obicurc 
prieA, who a6lcd as chaplain to Count Gallas the Imperial 
ambailkdor, and who had been employed as a ipy by the 
French mintftiy lince the commencement of hoftilities, was 
lent by the Englilh mintftry to the court of France : the 
meflage imported the Queen's cameft defire of peace} it re- 
prcfented the impoflibility of a private negociation, as the 
miniftry were obliged to adt with circumfpecftion ; and it de- 
fired that Lewis would propofe to the Dutch a raiewal of 
the conferences j in which cafe die miniftiy promifed> that 
the Engliih plenipoCcntiuies (honld have fuch inihuAions, 
dutt it would be impoflible for die Statet-General to prevent 
the conclulion of a treaty. 

You may imagine, my dear friend, that this meifage was 
received with the higheft (atis&dion: however,, the French- 
miniftiy put on an air of confequence, and diaiged the Abb^ 

Gualtier to inform his principals, that their mailer would- 
hear no more of peace by the way of Holbnd, but that he 
{hould be glad to put an end to the war by the interpoHtion- 
of Great-firitain* 

Thb 
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LiTTM W. The Englifh miniflry, my friend, for the reafons before 
Klated, were too earneft in their propofition for a treaty to 
deny the requeft of the French court j however, they figm< 
fied their hopes •that Lewis would not ofier conditions to 

Great-Britain lefs advantageous than thofe he had propofed 

to thi: Stitcs-General at the late conlercnccs at Gertruy- 
denberg. 

The Dutch, who had entertained a great jealoufy of the 
new miniftry, were highly alarmed with the propoial of 
treating with France through the mediatbn of Great«Britain; 

they rcjcdlcd the memorial for a general peace fcnt by Lewis, 
and tiMnfinittcd to them by the KngliHi court, as cotKci\cd 
in terms too general ; and at the lame time wrote to the 
French mtniftry, that if the French King would relume the 
negociation, in concert with the Qgeen of Great-Britain, he 
ihottld certainly have reafiin to be iatisfied with the «indu<St 
of the Dutch deputies. Such a meflage, fent before die 
opening of the conferences at Gertruydenberg, would have 
■ been received with thankfulnefs ; but the tables were now 
beginning to turn: Lewis relumed his lormcr lotty llrain; 
and the offer of Mcllieurs the Dutch, as they were termed 
in derifion by the court of Verfailles, and who were again 
to be made fenfibleof their vaft inferiority to crowned heads* 
was declined with fome degree of fcorn. 

In 
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. In confcquencc of the Dutch rcfufing tu treat on the me- lbttsk ir. 
modal of the French court, the Abbe Gualtier, accompa* 
nied by Prior, the poet, who had re&ted in France as fecre* 
taiy to the embafliies of the Earls of Portland and Jerfey, 
was again difpatched to Verfailles with the ioUowing prcli- 
minaiy demands of Great- Britain : 

That a barrier Ihould be granted for the Dutch in the 
Netherlands, and another on the Rhine for the Empire : 

That the Arong places t^n from the Duke of Savoy 
ihould be reftored: 

That he ihould po&fs inch towns and diftri&s in Italy 
as had been ceded to him in treaties between litm and hi& 

allies : . i 

That Lewis fliould acknowledge Queen Anne and the pro- 
teftant fuccei&on, demolish the fortiiications at Duolcirk, 
agree to a new treaty of commerce, yield Gibndtiir and Port- 
Mahon to the crown of England, cede the trade in 
America to the Engliih, together with ibme towns on that 
Continent where the ilaves might be refrefhed : 

That 
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LtrriR nr. That the crown of Great-Britain (houid be put in pof- 
feffioD of NewfoumUaad and Hudibn's Bay, ^tfaer by way 
of reftltution or cdfion ; 

That both nations fliould crnitinue to enjoy whatever ter- 
ritories they might be polTelicd of in North- America at the 
latification of the treaties : 

That a leourity Ihould be given for die Dutdi 

And ladly. That a fecurity fhould be given that the 
crowns of France and Spain (hould never be united on the 
fame head. 

As Prior had no power to treat, and the French court 
would not readily agree to proportions which diey deemed 

deftruftive to the trade of the kingdom, Menager, deputy to 
the city of Rouen, was fent with full powers to Lunion to 
treat with the Engliih miniftry. On the arrival of Menager 
die Q|ieen commiffioned the Duke of (^eenlbury, the Earls 
of Jerfey» Dartmouth, and Oxford, and Mr. St. John, Se- 
cretary of Hate, to treat. Certain preliminar)' articles, in 
fubftance very much the fame with thofe which had been 
offered by Prior, were agreed to by the comminioners, figned 
by Menager, and afterwards by the Earl of Dartmouth and 

Mr. 
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i/lr, St. John, by virtwf ft warrant granted £or that pur- LrrTt% iv. 
pole by til e ^een . 

With a view to a ncgociation, the minlftry had removed 
the Viicount Townfliend iVom the oiiice of ambaiiador to the 
; StateS'General» and had given it to the Earl of Strafford, a 
nobleman of moderate abilities, but of high tory principles, 
and a declared in€my to (he Interefts of the Dnke of Marl- 
borougH. Strafibrd was how dlf|>-atched to the Hague, with 
orders to communicate to the pciil;onary HcinlTuis the pro- 
pofals of peace made by the court of France, to fignify the 
Queen's approbation, and to propofe a place where the pie- 
nijpotentiaries fliould affeoible. 

The States-GieiienI, far fnin aC^uielcing with, Ae pacific 

meafures of the British miniftry, fent over Buys as envoy 
extraordinary to the court of Great-Britain, with dircdlions 
either to cajole the Queen and her miniilry into an altera- 
tidn of their refoltttioo8» w, with the aiCftance of a poptilar 
ety, to terrify than Into a continuance of ^» war. fiu^ 
OA hit arrival jfotmd the temper of the multitude veiy favor- 
able to the laft of thefe inllru6Uons. The return of Prior, - 
accompanied by Menager, had been accidentally difcoveredj 
the whigs took the alarm j a jealoufy, that the fafcty and in- 
ferefts of Great-Britain and her allies were to be iaaificed to 
Vol,. I. H h the 
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Uttie rv. the views of the minifter, began to fpread; and when Count 
Gallas, the Imperial miniflier, publifhed the preliminary ^- 
ttdes in a new$- paper, as an appeal from the government to 
the people, the^ were iq general legarded as captious, infi- 
dious, and infufficient, and the peace to be expeded from 
them unfafe and di/honorable. 

Buys, finding his remonftrances to the government v:'.in, 
uled all his art to the fomenting the difcontents of the pub> 
lie I he invited all malecontents, whether Britiih or foreign- 
en, to his table; he declaimed againft the Queen and her 
minifters, as traitors lo their country^ taemies to the confe- 
derates, and penfioners to France j he conneded himfelf inti- 
niiucly with the Baron dc Bothmar, the envoy of the Eleftor 
of Hanover; nnd this niiniltcr, at the perhiafion of Buys 
and fcvcral leaders of the whig faction, prcfented a flrong 
memorial againft the preliminaries in the name of his maf- 
tcfj the £ledor himfelf, in a letter to the Earl of Oxford, 
exprefleda high difapprobation of die .projeAed peaces die 
Emperor followed his example, and Ukewife fent letters to 
all the circles of Germany, requefting and requiring the 
PriiiLcs lu iidiicrc to his caufe. 

As the profecution of the war was for the avowed end of 
cnlivging the dominions of diis prince« his vehemence can 

be 
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be no matter of furprife: however, the Britiih miaUlry were Littm iv. 
not to be ihaken from their purpofes, either by the eager re- 
preientations of tfae allies, the intrigues of tlieir miniilen, 
or the murmurs of the people. The Earl of Strafibrd de- 
manded die immediate concurrence of tfae States, and de- 
clared, that his miftrcfs would look upon any ciclay on their 
part as an abfolutc refuial to comply with her propolition. 

Finding that the Queen pedifled in her denial to concert 
any plan for the proiecution of the war, till they agreed to / 

open the conferences of peace, the States at length yielded 
to a current they could no longer oppofe, and agreed to open 
the conferences at Utrecht, on the firft day of January, fe- 
venteen hundred and eleven : poflports were granted to the 
French miniflers; and the Qjieen appointed Robinfon, bifliop 
of Briftol, and the Earl of Straflbrd, her plenipotentiaries at 
the congreis. 

Whilst the miniftry, by a ftcady perfevcrance, were la- 
boring to overcome the obftinacy of the allies, th^ met with 
a very unexpeded oppofition at home : the Earl of Notting- 
ham; on his being diiappointed of the office of prefident of 
the council on the death of die Earl of Rocheller, furred 
his reientment to get far the better of his party principles 

H h a as 
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t.iTTi«. IV. as to join the whigs, whom he hated, in oppohtion to 
-meafure which his.opioion.iQ4 hiffk highly, tpj^i^^soYC* 

'Whbn a DMtioa «ras.aiadfi and ieceodol Ibr.aajd4re& of 

thanks to the Queen for the ftcps ftie had taken towards a 
fafe and honorable peace, the Earl oi Nuttuigh.ini flood up, 
and after endeavoring in along and labored fpecch to {hcyf 
the infufficiency of the terms of the preliminaries, he con- 
dttded widi ofiertng a <;lai|fe' to.1ie4i^rt9d.4ii:l]ie.addreis, 
that no peace, could 'be Meiand|hQnpni)»le,wl^jlft|§g«in;aiid 
the Weft-Indies (hould be conttniicd. to .jtoy bf^qich. of die 
houlc of Bourbon. 

This motion,, calculated to hueaLall thejaetfures of.Jthe 
mibiftry, was caixied by fix voim :. it «wes obtainied by the 
•facrifice of principle in the whigs,.. who. agoeed to concur 
with the Earl of Nottingham in his favorite bill againd oc- 

cadonal coniorniity, on the plea that it would prefcrve the 
Earl's reputation with the church party, and perhaps induce 
them to concur in the fcheme of overturning thcminiftry* 
• This bill, which bad three times- palled the Commons,, and 
had as often, been flung out by , the Peers, aow.found a paf- 
ftge dirough both houfes without oppofition: ;tbe diiKnteii 
petitioned in vain for redre&i they had th& morti&cation to 

find 
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find that principle had no weight with party, when it ob- 

• ■ - • ■ • 

ilrudted the view of power. 
« 

.In a queftton agitated concerning the privileges of tlie 
Peers of Scotland, as limited .by the articles of the union^ 
the oppofition found frefh nnatter to triumph over the court. 
The Duke of Hamilton having been cfcuclI a peer of Croat- 
Britain* by the title of the Duke of Brandon, claimed his 
place in that quality in the houfe of Lords : the acquiefciog 
condud of the fixteen Peers rendered it a matter of great 
confi^qence to the government to ,fupp(Mrt a pretenfion which 
the lawyers deemed an undeniable prerogative of the crown : 
however, it was argued on the other fide, that the preroga- 
tive could not operate againft an a^ of parliament ; that the 
treaty of union had, made all the Peers of Scotland Peers of 
Oreat-Britain in evety relpeft, except in voting in thehouie of 
Lords, or fitting in judgment on a Peer ; that having tranf- 
fcrrcd their right of voting to fizteen of dieir own number, 
they had all the portion of the legiflatuie they had a right 
to pofl'efs ; iiiii that their being received into the houfe in 
any other way than, by election, vm to give them the double 
privilege of beipg prefent in their own |)erlbns, and in thole 
of dieir lepcefentatives: further it was urged, that, confider- 
ing the pover^ of the Scotch nobility, a miniAer would 
have no difficult in iecuring a majority in the houie of 

Lords, 
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LiTTiR nr. Lords, by calling them to that affcmbly by means of new 
patents. 

When the matter came to a final vote, the queftion was 
carried againit the court by five voices ; but this was the lail 
triumph of the party ; for the miiiilkr, driven to extremities 
by the lofs of the firft queftion, had recourie to an expedient 
which no argument drawn from convenience or npceflity can 
in any refpeft juftify : to gain a certain majority in the houfe 
of Lords, twelve Commoners of the tory intereft were created 
Peers, January the fecoaJ ; at the fame time that they were • 
introduced, the Lord Keeper delivered to the houle a lucliage 
from the Queen, defiring them to adjourn till the fourteenth 
of the month: the anti-courtiers alledged, that the Qjifcen ^ 
could not fend a meflage to any one houfe to adjourn without 
fending it to both; a debate enfoed, and was terminated in 
favor of the court, by the weight of the new Peers* 

On the pica of ncccdity, Swift, in his hillory of the laft 
four years of Queen Anne, has faid fome plaufible things; 
but the good fenfe of this author, if divefted of prejudice, 
would have led him to have feen and difearded fuch feUades : 
^e only plea for fuch an expedient, and it is a very bad one, 
is cowardice: if the peace was m neceflary and advantageous 
meaiure, the Queen ought.to have exerted her prerogative on 

the 
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the occafioiij and trufted the confe^uences to the experience Lirrta iv. 
and convi<£tion of the public j and as the houfe of Commons 
were ftrenuous, and almoft unanimous in Aipporc of the fyf- 

tern of politics adopted by the court, it rendered the mini- 
ihu* more inexcufabk in letting a precedent of a nature fo 
deiliruitive, that it plainly ihewed the prerogative to be a 
dead weight in the fcale of the oonftitution j that its boafted 
balances had no real exiftence; and, provided any degree of 
virtue was left in the nation, and Englifhmcn had underftood 
the rationality of thofe principles they are always talking on, 
they would* ttndoubt6dly» have taken off the head of the 
treafurer, as an antidote to the poifim. 

The government made vie of the advantages diey had 

acquired by the abufe of the prerogative to retaliate on the 
enemy : the Duke of Marlborough was the vidim on which 
the vengnnce of the minifter more feverely fell i he had en- 
couraged the allies in &eir oppofition to the peaces m order 
to. ftrengthen die oppofition, and animate die mob to vio- 
lence, he had invited over Prince Eugene, with new propo- 
fals from the Emperor ; and, it is faid, he had parted with 
fome of his immenfe treafure to gain votes in the upper , 
houfe. 

WaxM 
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LiTTiK iv« When minifters are in dilgrace widi the Sovereign, par- 
liaments are encouraged to exercife their iniy in enquiries 
into abufes. The commiiTion ^or the examination of the 

public accounts had aircady iixcd dil'grace on the Earl of 
Godolphin : in their report made to the Commons on the 
twenty-firft of December, 171 1, was contained the depofition 
of Sir Solomon Medina, a Jew, charging the Duke of Marl- 
borough, and Cardonnel his fecretaiy, of various pecdla- 
tions J widi having received a yearly Aim from' 'Sir Solomon, 
concerned in the contra^k for ^urnifhing th4 army with bread; 
with the hiu ing obtained of the Queen ten thouland pounds 
a year to defray tlie cxpence of intelligence i and to have 
pocketed a dedudtion of two and a half per cent, from the 
pay of the foreign troops maintained by England. The Duke 
alledged, in his jullification, that the pieient from tbe Jew 
was a cuftoniary perquifice, which had always been enjoyed 
by the general of the Dutch army; that the dedu^ion of two 
ajiJ a iialf pt!" tent, was graat^id to hiiu by ah exprcla war- 
rant from her Majcfly; and that all the articles of the charge 
joined together did not amount to thirty thoufand pounds, a 
film much inferior to that which had been allowed to King 
William for contingencies 1 that die money was expended in 
procuring intelligence, which was fi> exad that the Duke 
was never furprifed 1 that none of his parties wece ever in- 

teroepted 
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teroepted or cut off, and all his defigns were by thcfc means LiTrta it. 
£6 well concerted diat he never once miicarried. 

TnEst r^ons, my friend, would have been fufHcient to 
have Litisficd any hoiifc of Commons wliu were not ftimu- 
kted with llronger incentives than tiiole of doing juftice to 
the public j however, it mufl: be acknowledged, that they 
were hardly plaufiblc; that the mon^ expended in lecret 
fervice ihould have been defrayed by the Duke, and the public 
afterwards charged with die account. Perfons in great offices 
ought to keep very clear of all praftices which are mean and 
mercenary; fuch a^ons let a very bad example to thofe in 
more inferior flations; the pubUc becomes to be regarded as 
public fpoil; the great villains wink at the peculations of 
the fmall oneSi tlie evil increafes from age to age; and 
ditts, as we have Usen in our days, the communis is robbed 
by every individual employed in her fervice, 

* 

The Duke of Marlborough's rcprcfcntations in the preicnt 
cafe were of no avail; it was voted by a large majority, that 
his practices had been unwarrantable and illegal, and that the 
dedu^ion was to be accounted for as public money. 

On the ftrength of theie refolutions the Queen declared in 
council her determination to difmifs the Duke of Marlbo- 
VoL. I. I i rough 
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tiTTti IV. rough from all bis employments a meiTagc was accordingly 
ient to bim to this puq)oitj and moreover, the Attorney- 
general had orders to profecute the Duke for the money he 
had dedudked, which, acccvdiog to Swifl^ amounted to an 
immenfe fum, enough to ruin any other private perfi)n; 
however, as it was only intended as a curb, the procefs was 
t) moderately purkieJ, that it was kept dependent during the 
Queen s lifcj in order to be revived or ilackcncd according to 
the behavior of the defendant. 

Walpolb had early diftinguiihed htmielf as a warm par- , 
tifan of the whig interefti it was for this realbn that advan* 
tage was taken of feme clandefHne pradices, in which he 

was concerned as lecretary at war, with regard to the fo- 
rage contra(ft in Scotland. Walpole was voted guilty oi cor- 
ruption, imprifoned in the Tower, and expelled the houle. 
On being rechofen by the borough of Lynn Regis, a petitbn 
was lodged agdnft him, and the Commons voted him inca- 
pable of being deded a member to fit in the pre&nt parlia- 
ment. This leverity proceeded from die rage and violence 
of party; had it liad a higher motive, it would have been 
commendable ; inquiiitors into public abuics can hardly err 
by their rigidneisj the terror of puniihment without the 
hope of pardon is necei&iy to guard the public from pecula- 
tion and unnumbered frauds. 

The 
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The ▼engeance of the nuniftiy did not Aop with indivU x,itti» j*. 
duals $ they employed their inAuence in the lower houie to 
mortify the Dutch, who had entered into a variety of cabala 

to overturn the new adminiftration ; for this purpofe the 
treaty concluded with the States hy Lord 'rowalhciui after 
the conferences at Gertruydenberg, and nominated the bar- 
rier treaty, was laid before the Commons : as the States by 
this treaty bound them&lves to maintain with their whole 
force the Qgeen's title, and the proteftant fucceffion, the 
miniflerial party very juftly affirmed, that England was di£* 
graced in engaging other nations to interfere in internal re^^ 
gulations, and authorifing foreign po\v'er'^ to ijiterpofe in Bri- 
tirti councils. Angry votes paflfcd on'fcveral other articles - 
of the treaty, and thefe were digeftcd into a long repreien^ 
tation, in which the Commons averred, 

1 liat England during the war had been overcharged nine- 
teen millions ; a circumftance which implied mismanagement 
or fraud in the late miniftry x 

That the States had been deficient in their flipulated qnotat 
both by land and lea, ibmetimes no left than two |durd<^ - 
and generally mofe than half: 

lix That 
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LiTTBt w. That they had not omiplied witk an exprds cooditioo of 
the treaty, that they fbould prohibit all trade and comnierce 
with France: 

That tlic very bt-tjinning of the in Portugal had 
brought an unequal ihare of the burthen on England : 

That though the Emperor and the States-General were 
equal parties in the treaty with the King of Portugal, yet 
the Emperor neither fumifliing his third part of the troops 
and fubfidies ftipulated for, nor the Dutch confenting to 

take an equal fliare of his Imperial majefty's dcf'cd on iheni- 
felvcs, the government of England had been obliged to fur- 
niOi two thirds of the entire expence created by that Icrvice : 

That ever fince the year leventeen hundred and lix» when 
the Englilb and Dutch forces marched out of Portugal into 
Caftile, the States-General had entirely abandoned the war 

in PortuLjal, and left the Queen to profecutc it fmgly at her 
own charge, whole generous endeavors for the fupport and 
defence of the King of Portugal had been ill feconded by 
that prince, who, notwitbftandiog a fubfidy paid him for 
the purpoie, had Men fhort fifteen thottiand men of die iti- 
pblated quota: 

• 

Tliat 
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That in Spain the war had been yet more uneqaal and Lkttik iv. 
burdtenfbme to the Queen dtan in any other branch of it; 

that being commenced \vit!iout any treaty wliatfocxcr, tl^c 
allies had almoft wholly declined taking any part of it upon 
tbemielves j and although the undertaking was entered upon 
at the particular and eameft lequeft of the Imperial courtj 
and for a caufe of no lefs importance and concern to them 
than the reducing the Spani(h monarchy to the houfe of 
Audria, yet neither the late Emperors, nor his prefent Im- 
perial Majcfty, had ever any forces there on this account, till 
the lail year, and then only one regiment of foot, conliiUng 
of two thoufand men: 

That by theie means die fum of three millions feven hun« 
dred and fix thou&nd lour hundred and nine^-four pounds^ 
the charge of this kingdom at the commencement of die 

war, Jiad amounted to above ci^lit uulliuui yearly : 

That thefe extraordinary exertions had been very unhappy 
in their event, and what was intended to ihorten the war 
had proved the very canie of its long continuance, for thoie 
fo whom the profits had accrued had not been dilpofed eafily 
to forego ihem ; the true reafbn why many had delighted 
in a war which brought in fo rich a harveft yearly from 
Great-Britain. 

In 



Digitized by Google 



246 iHpry of England, from the 

UTTtB IV. Im legard to the barrier which the treaty granted to the 
States, the Commons obfecvcd, that feveral towns were to 
be put into the hands of the Dutch, which could in no fenfe 

he looked upon as apart of a barrier againft France j but 
being the keys of the Netherlands towards Britain, muft 
make the trade of the Queen's fubjcfts in thole parts preca- 
rious, and, whenever the States thought fit, they would be 
totally excluded from it : 

That in eale of a rupture or an attack, the States had full 
liberty allowed them to take pollelTion of all the Spanifli 
Netherlands! and this article was fo negligently framed, that 
(hould they quarrel ever with her Majefty, the riciies, 
ilrength, and advantageous fituation of tbofe c<nintries might 
be made ufe of againft the Queen, without whofe generous 
and powerful affiflance they had ntv6r been conquered : 

That the treaty in queflion, inftead of confirming the rights 
of the fubjc^ts of the crown of Great-Britain, it furrendercd 
and deftroyed them, by giving to the Dutch equal advantages 
in the Spanifli trade which the £nglt0) enjoyed* 

This long reprefentation ended in declaring, that the Lord 

Vifcount Townfciid had not any orders or authority for con- 
cluding feveral of the articles which were moft prejudicial 

to 
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to the Queen's lubjcdy, and for this reafon the Commons l*txsi iv. 
declared the (aid ambaffador, who ncgociatcd and iigned, and 
all others who advifed the ratifying the treaty* enemies to 
the Queen and kingdom., . • . , 

The States, alarmed at the repreioitation, drew up a lafge 
memoria] in vindication of their proceedings during the war, 

and it \sas publlflied in one of the Englifh papers; it was 
voted by the Commons a fali'e, fcandalous, and malicious 
libel, rcficdting upon the refolutions of the houie, and* ac- 
cording to fome arbitrary and unconftitutional precedents, 
die printer and pnblilber were taken into cuftody as guilty <^ 
a bineach of privilege. 

For this complete triunipli ihc miniftry were tnuch in- 
debted to the able pen of Dr. Swift, who, in a pamphlet 
called The CoQdu<^ of the Allies, furniihed the tory mem- 
bers with arguments which were too ftrong to be related, and 
which prefaced die reprefentatioii mentioqed above. 

The triumph of the miniftry was for a fliort time inter- 
rupted by the feceflions of tlic Scotch peers, who had taken 
high umbrage at what they termed a refufal of their un- 
doubted right : the whigs took advantage of their ab^ce^ 
and carried a vole that an addids ihoukl be pidented to the 

Qjieeo» 
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Lbttik IV, Queen, fignifying the indignation of the houfe agalnft th« 
terms offered by the French King, with a promife to afTift 
her Majefty with their lives and fortunes in proiiecuting the 
. war with the utmoft ftigor. 

TitB mtnifter htA now ft full opportunity to know die 

value oi the Scotch Peers ; happily their obftinacy gave way 
to the earneftnefs of the court ; they were induced to refumc 
dieir feats, and their weight turned again the balance in fa- 
vor of the miniftrjr. 

Wnii,sT the court were thu« removing every oUbcle in- 
the way of peace, the whigs were aniufing themftlves with 
a variety of projcdls to rc-ck.iblilh their power juJ. conle- 
qucncc. In a cabal, com po fed of Prince Eugene of Savoy, 
the Duke of Marlborough, Baron Bothmar, and other lea- 
ders of the party, it was propofed to raiie the mob, feize the 
Qgeen's perfon, and, with the affiftance of the Dulcb, pn>» 
duce another revolution in javor of the Eledhsr of Hanover: 
all thefe propofals were the mere cffufion 'of difappointed 
ambition, and vcrv harmlefs* iu ihcir eonlcqueiiccs ; lor no 
two of the confpirators, if they defervc tliat appellation, 
could agree on either the manner or the means to avenge the 
wiiigcau&$ howeveiv diefe imprudent converfttiont effisc- 
tnally ferved the minifter, who, having- obtained certain 

formation 
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iormation of the matter and fuhicdi of the debate5, the Duke Letteb iv, 
of Marlborout,h was frightened out of the kingdom, and a 
propo6ibOB for the Aipport of the wur in Spain made 
Prince Eagene, in the name of )x\s Imperial majefty, who 
ofieied to make up his troops in that kingdom to thirty thou- . . 
fiind men» was treated with fuch contempt hf the lioufe o^ 
Commons, that l^e Prince in difguft left the kingdom ; and 
thus the Queen was delivered from the terrors wliich the in- 
trigues, the popularity, and reputed prowcfs, of thclc mili- 
tary commanders had occafioned her. 

It was not frpm the wfaigs only that ^e treafurer met 
with oppofidon which often direatened die difconcerting all 

his plans : fcveral zealous members of the tory party were 
highly dilguftcd with the management of the court, on fuf- 
fering individuals to efcape puniiliment who had been fUg^ 
matifed by the Commons as guilty of capital crimes : they 
formed themfelves into a junto, which went under the ap- 
pellation of the toiy dab, and' brought in a hill into the 
houfe of Commons, appointing commifiioners to examine . 
into the value of all lands, and other interefts granted by the 
crown fince the year i688, and upon what conliderations 
fuch grants had been made. 

Vot. I. K k . Ths 
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Lbttkr IV. TifR united country intcreft, fays Swift, was extremely fct 
upon paOlng this bill j they had conceived ao opinion from 
former precedeots that the coort would certiunly oppofe all 
ftefis towards a refumption of grants ; and tfaolc who were 
■. apprehenfive that the treafurcr inclined the fame way, pro* 
poied die bill Ihould be tacked to anodier fac raifing a fand 
\ by duties upon foap and paper. The redrefs of abnfes fcl- 

dom fquare with the intcrefl of a miniftcr: the treafurcr, 
alarmed at a nieafurc which might give fome delay to the 
fupplicSf and endanger the good correii)ondence which fub- 
fifted between both houies,- by the means of intreaties, and 
of promifes that himielf and the Queen's fervants would ufe 
their utmoft ctgiit to help ibrward the bill» if lent up lingly, 
he prevailed with the leaders of the party to drop the roeaTure 
of a tatk, the bill was fcnt up fingly, and, for very obvious 
roalons of intcrcft, was rejected by the Lords. 

. During thele domeftic traniadions, the coniexences for 
rdloring peaw at Utrecht were opened on the ei^teeatili of 
January, ftirenteen hundred and twdve. 

The States, who were in hopes that parties in England 
would take fome turn in their favor, cither by the Queen's 
death, who was rcprefented to be in a bad ftate of health, or 
by the fucceiaful cabab of their friends the whigs, or by the 

vigorous 
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vigorous and fuccelsful mcafu'<s of the cnfuing campaie-n, Ltrrta it. 
ItiU refisicd to come into lite Queen's terms : the unexpected 
death alio of all the King of France's children and grand- 
childfcn, except one male infant, for a time fiiipended the 
• conclttiion of a treatjr, which, for difierent reafens, was feught 
with equal cagcrnefs by the courts of France and England : 
but as every obftacle to the carrying any favorite point ia 
view always produces an equal degree of ardor in the purfuit, 
this feeming ditHculty was eafily furmountedi a courier was 
immediately feat to France to demand, as a neceflary pre* 
vious Aep to a IqMurate treaty* ^at a proper fecurity fhould 
be given that die kingdoms of France and Spain ihould never 
become umied mider one head: a renunciation was (ent by 
Philip, and regiftered tn die difierent parliaments of Prance I 
a meafure which was never iiitended for otlier purpoie than 
to amufe the people of England j for the Marquis dc Torcy 
frankly owned that Philip's renunciation wa£ neceflarily void, 
as being contraiy to the fundamental laws and conftitutions 
of die French mooardby* 

Whilst the Englifli miniftry were thus taking every ne- 

ccflary meafure to fccurc the peace, their opponents, the 
whigs, were no lefs vigilant in their endeavors to fruftratc a 
meafure principally intended to eflabliih the power of their 
cnemiesy and) many fuppoicd» to pave the way ibr the 

K k a reftoratioa 
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LpTTtA nr. fcftocatioii o£ the edkd iMnily to tbe throne of GreiN 
Britain. 

T^E Queen, in her ipecch to the parliament on the iixth 
of June iyi%, aiTured the two bouiies* 

That in her Intended treaty with France fiie had Aciircd 
the proteftant fuccefliMi, and diat the Pretender would be 

removed from the French doraimons : 

That it was determined that the Duke of Anjou ihould 
renounce for himlelf and his ddGbendantt all claim to th« 
crown of France, fi> that the two monarchiei would be for 
ever divided : 

She informed them, that a treaty of commerce between 
England and France had been begun, though not yet ad- 
Jufted i but provifion was made that England ihould enjoy 
the lame privileges that France granted to the moft favored 
nations : 

That the French King had agiecd to make an abfdute 

ceilion of the ifland of St. Chriflopher's, which had hitherto 

been divided between the two natioas : 

That 



That he had alio coniented to reftore the whole bay and Littik it. 
ilreights of HudToo; to deliver the ifland of Newfoundland, 
with Placentia; to cede Anapolis, with the reft of Arcadia, 
or Nova Scotia $ to detnolUh the fortifications of Dookirk s 
to leave BngUmd in po(£:fBori of GJbnlttr, Port Malioo, and 
the whole iiland of Minorca, that the trade to Spain and the 
Wcfl-Indies might be fettled as it was in the reign of 1ms lafet 
catholic majefty : and 

- That ihe bad obtained for ber fabjeds the affienf o» tr 
trtft, for fumifliing' tfie Spanifh Well'Indies with negroes 

* 

for the term of thirty years, in the lame manner as it bad 

been enjoyed by tlie French : ' 

In refpeft to the' allies, France had offered to make the 
Rhine the barrier of the empire; to yield JBrilac, Fort Kehl, 
and Landau, and rase all the fortrcfies botfa on the other fide * 
of the Rhine and in &e iflands ^ that rif cr t 

Tli u the protcftant intercll in Germany would bere«^tled 
on the footing of the treaty of Wcftphalia : 

That the Spaniih Natherlands» ^ kingdotaa of Naples 
and Sardinia^ the duchy of Milan, and the places belongiag 
to Spain oa the coaft of Tofcanj, mig^t be yiddad to hit 

Imperial 
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LiTTiK IV. Imperial Majeity, bat die di^oHtion of Sicily was not yet 
determined : ' 

That die deaunds of die States*Getieiii, with rdation to 
commeice, and tlie Low Cbuntries, would be granted with a 
few exceptions, which mij^ be oonpenfated by odier eX'' . 

pedients : 

' That no great progreTs had yet been made on the preten- 
fions of Fertugal, but dut thoie of Pniffia would be admit* 
ted by France: 

I'hat the diiTercncc between the barrier demanded by die 
Duke of Savoy in the year feventeen hundred and nine, and 
that which France now offered, was very incoofiderabie : 

That die Eledor Palatine waa to hia pcelbit 

rank among die EleQon : and 

That France would acknowledge the ele^oral dignity in 
the houle of Havover. 

In the hoole of Commons, who weie entirely at die de- 
votion of the minifter, an addrefi of thanks was voted, widi- 
ottt one diifentmg voice. The Lords adjonmed the bofinefi 

to 
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to the next day, and then fell into n warm debate, in which litteh iv, 
each par^ exerted their utmoft powers to attack and vindi- 
cate the propoftd terms of peace. The Duke of Marlbo- 
rough aflbrted, diat the meafures purfued for a year paft were 
direftly contrary to her Majefty's engagennenta with the al» 
lies ; that diey fullied the triumphs and glories of her reign, 
and would render the EngliHi name odious to all nations : 
and the Earl of Godolphin affirmed, that the trade to Spain 
was fuch a tritle that it delerved no coniideration, and that it 
would continually dioiinilh until it was entirely engroiTed by 
Hm French merchants. The grand confe^racy, £ud odiers 
who argued on the fame fide of the qoeftion> was intended 
to deprefs die exorbitant power of France by the acceffion of 
a prince of the houie of Bonrbon to the throne of Spain i 
but by the prcfcnt treaty, that power is left in the iamc ftatc 
as when hoililites commenced : the renunciation offered by 
Philip is rather a ridicule than any ferious propofal; thcpro- 
mifes and oaths of princes are but weak obflades in the way 
of their ambition: France herldf has been fojoft as to own» 
that any agreement a prince to break the fncceffion of a 
crown is nuga^ry, as being contrary to the fundamental 
laws of the kingdom j {hould King Philip think himfelf 
bound by hib own renunciation, neither his polterity nor the 
French nation will allow, that he has a power to extend the 
obligation beyond his own liie> and howe?er inlignificant 

the 
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lirraft IV. the rights of monarchy may ai)pear to the people of Great- 
Britain, who have brokco the line of fuccciUon in their own 
countiy, the matter is regarded with another eye in Franc^ 
where the deicent of the crpwa is doemed die ficft link' of 
that great chain which kfeps together the vaft hody of tbia 
monarchy. * 

In return to thefe objedioQS, the courtiers very juflly oh* 
lerved» tiut fince the commBBCement of the war the ^kv 
of things was totally changed; that France* bfoken by a 
leries of uncommon misfoitttnes* had ceafed- to be- dange- 
rous ; tfaal^in the prefent ilate 6[ affiles f?eAi expedients and 
meafurcs were not only proper, but even ncccffliry ; that 
when the war began. King Charles the Third was only a 
titular raonarch> without a revenue, without power, and 
without impoFtaRoei that the «afe was now much altered, as 
that prince had obtained the hereditary dominions of the 
houfe of Auftria, together with the Imperial crown f that it 
would be the height of folly to revive in the perfon of the 
pf^ii-ut Kmpcror the power which cntlangered E'uropc in 
tlie days of Charles the Fifth i that ihoul4 the confederates 
cdolve at any Ta|e- to plftce the crown of Spain on the head of 
thfiBmp^r, die fnocels would at beib be doubtful s that it 
would be extremely idle and highly impdittc to throw away 
blood and treafwo on an- ondertalung whidi, by being ac- 

complifhed. 



ttrnkahn 99 the prepiht tW, ^57 

- co]ih{)Uihcdf Would dcftroy thit very balance for which the 
iMrifiine powen had ib long contended with the houfe of 
Bourbon { that as to Philip's renunciation, though a flender 

thing in itfelf, it ilcrivcd great force iVom the efforts of ihofe 
who were to enjoy its beneots; that, as matters were f:tuaied, 
the beft means had been ufed to anfwer the end lor which 
the war was began $ that there ^aa at prefent but a bare pof- 
fibility that the fucceflion of France (hould ^1 to the ihaxe 
of the King of Spain ; but that there was a certainty of pre- 
fcnt diingcr from the union of the Spaniih nionarcliy to the 
power of the houfc of Auftria, ftrcngthencd by the iaJlucnce 
derived by that family from an uninterrupted poiTeffion of 
the Itnperiid crown. 

It was in this manner, my friend, that the miniftry com- 
bated the .lUdckhj of their aiivcriaries ; their culcivors met 
with fuccels : but I believe you arc too well acquainted with ' 
the temper of the Britiih parliament, for this century paft, to 
fttppofc it was convldion« and not party and tntereft» which 
biafled their judgment. As die oppofitioii in the houfe of 
Lords foutid it was impoffible to prevent an addrefs, fimilar 
to that which had been fcnt up by the Commons, they en- 
di;.iwied to clog it with an amendment, and propofcd an ad- 
dition to the motion for obtaining the guarantee of the allies 
to the treaty i but Upon a divifion it was rejected by a great 

Vol. I. LI majority: 
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LiTTEK IV. majority: -md to carry the triumphs of the miniftry yet 
farther, a proteft, entered by feveral Lords upon the quedion, 
was, after a warm debate, expunged out of the booka of 
iSm houie. 

TiiK tory parly iurtliLr niaiiilcrtcd thcif ilrcnetl: tliia Tel- 
£oas in repealing the of naturalization, which, as it 
brought a great number of foreign protellanta into the iting- 
dom» was generally reprobated by the whole body as an ac- 
ceflion of ftrength to die diffinting intetcft. A bill pafled 
both houl'es, with little oppofition, for granting a toleration 
to all I'uch as ihould ufe the liturgy of the Engliih church in 
Scotland, with a claufe which required the civil magiftrate 
to execute none of the fentences of the judicatoty of the 
church of Scodand : by another the courts of judicature 
were commanded to dilcontinuc then httiDtj during fome 
days at Chriilmas : and by a third, patronages, which had 
been aboliibed by King William, were reftored. 

The Scotch clergy were vehement in their complaints and 

petitions on thclc ruhjects, and with fame jullice complained, 
that fuch an invalion on the church of Scotland was no fmall 
breach of the union between both kingdoms. 
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Whilst the whigs were thus making weak, but repeated littih 
efforts, to dUappoint the intentions of the court, the mi- 
niftry were taking bold, yet efiedual meafures, to lecure 

fuccefs. The Duke of Orinojid, to whom the command of 
the Britilh troops was given on the difmiiiion of the Duke 
of Marlborough, had orders not to co-opoate with the allies 
in any military mantsuvre of importance, left that 9 battle, 
either gained or loft, ftiould, by railing the power of one fide 
or the other, give a check to the execution of the plan of pa<- 
cification fettled between the courts of England and France. 

This condu& of the Qiieen had occaiioned the French to 

I 

take die field with confidence and gaie^: bat how great, my 
friend, muft yon imagine were the indignation and refent> * 
ment of both parties, when it was found that by the intrigues 

of the Duke of Marlborough the foreign troops in Britilh 
pay refufed to obey the orders of their general. 

Ths principal terms of the oellation wluch had been 
agreed on between the King of France and die Qjieen of 
Great-Britain, were, the delivery of Dunklric, and die im- 
mediate confirmation of the renunciation made by King Phi- 
lip of his eventual fuccefiion to the crown of France; but, 
to the great mortification of the miniftry, Lewis abfolutely 
refuiisd b fend diiedions for admitting the Britifii troops 

Lis into 
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LtTTtft IV. into Dunkirk, till all ibc troops ia the pay of England ihould 
quit the confederates. 

The rage of relcnttnent ftrcngthened ^e refolution of the 
Queen : Secretary St. John, by the exprefs orders of hi« 

miftrcfs, wrote to the Marquis dc Torcy, that llic Queen 
was refolved to unite herklf cffcdkually to France i that, to 
fhew the ficmneis of her mind and iincerity of her ioten- 
tions« Hbe had conunanded him to fi^ify to the minUlert 
from thofe princes whofe troops were in the BritiA pay* that 
fliould they perfift to feparate themfelves from her native 
troops, they fliould expert no more of her money ; and that 
politlvc orders were in the mean time fcnt to the Duke of 
Ormond to fc^aratc the Britidi forces from allies that neither 
defenred nor Ihould receive her fupport. 

The court of France was too well convinced of the fin- 

ccre inivLtuJiis of the Queen and her ininiitry to lland long 
qn cercmoniikls. On the twelfth of July, Brigadier Hill took 
pofljbffion of Dunkirk. The Duke of Ormondi implicitly 
fqllowiog the orders he h^d received* detached himielf from 
the allied army, and dire^ng his route to Avefne le Seiqi 
declared. at that place a fufpenfion of arms; though denied 
by the confederates a paflage through Bouchain, Douay, 
Xourqay,. Oud^^de,, a{id LiQc, he found means : lu ukc 

poiiefiion 
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pofleffion of Ghent, and, by commanding the navigation of irrriK nr. 
the Lys and Scheld, beoune the umpire of the <^erations 
between the contending armies. 

Aptir the reparation of the Britifh troops, the Marcclial 
de Villars ventured to attack the allied armv: Prince Eugene, 
deceived by a feint, divided his forces in order to llrengthen 
the Earl of Albemarle at Denain; but fcarce had 1ms quitted 
his lines when they were entered* almoft without rdfiihuice« . 
by the Count de Broglio : the German aiudlieries who occu- 
pied the camp threw down their arms and fled; and the 
French ariny, flufhed witii this unufual fuccelV, paflcd the 
Schcld, and were led by Villars againll the camp of the Earl 
of Albemarle. The fortune of war had now changed hand ; 
Albemarle's intrcnchments were forced, one diouland of his 
men were flainin the engagementand flight, fifteen hundred 
were drowned in die Scheld, two dioufand five hundred fell 
into the hands of the viilors, and amongft the llaiii aiid the 
priioners were many olhcers of great diflindtion. 

No a^on of confiderable importance happened either in 
Italy, Spain, Dauf^ine, Savoy, or on the Rhinej and the con* 
federates, thoroughly mortified by their difgrace, began to 
tiiink fcrioufly of accepting the terms of the plan of paci* 
fication which they had repeatedly rcjc<itcd with fcorn. 
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Lirrm IV. The Dutch, who in the zenith of their power had treated 
Lewis with a haughtinefs which can hardly be jufti6ed but 
on the principles of a due itfentmcnt for his former condudj 
were the firft who iblicited for the renewal of the conferencet 
at Utrecht; they were the firft who figned the articles of the 
general treaty j their exaruple was futcclTivcly followed by 
the Duke of Savoy and the King of Portugal ; and the Em- 
peror, finding himielf incapable of fingly fupporting anj 
military operatimis, agreed to the evacuation of Barcelona, 
and dius indireftlj owned the title of Philip the Fifth. 

It was on the lafl: day of March, 171 3, that the peace of 
Utrecht* fo long in agitation, was iigncd by ail the bellige- 
rant powers, except the Bmperor : it was highly approved 
by the parliament of England 1 but the whtgs found in the 
' treaty of commerce, very plaufible grounds for oppofing the 
court: it vras aAmed by the party, that a trade with France 
would prove very prejudicial to the Englifh woollen, iilk, 
and paper manufa<5tories, and, above all, to the commerce 
with Portugal, which brought annually much bullion into 
the kingdom. The friends of the miniiler endeavored to 
prove, ^at a great advantage .would refult to the nation from 
a free commerce with France, and deduced their aiguments 
from an enumeration of the vaft quantities of Britifh com- 
modities exported to France before the lafl two wars. 

Though 
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• Though there cannot be a truer political maxim than that Littse iv. 
a Irce commerce is the only iburce of opulence to a (Ute, 
and that everjr tax laid upon trade ia a very pernicious and a 
very heavy burthen on ibcie^, yet the prejudices of the tra- 
ding, part of dte nation, ^e fpirit of par^» and fome dif- 
gufts which the treafurer had given to the jacobite faAion, 
occalioncd a bill on the fubjcdl of the treaty of commerce 
to be rejeiftcd by nine voices j but this was the only point 
that the whigs had been able to carry through a long and in- ' 
veterate conteft. 

The Duke of Marlborough, confdous that his intrigues 
had lud him open to the power of his enemies, retired to 

the continent, leaving in his fate a lively inAance of the in- 
liability of any power which takes its rile from the favor of 
princes : though fuppurtcd by an exorbitant wealth, on the 
withdrawing of the Queen's friendihip, and the depriving 
him of his offices, his numerous par^ fuddoily dropped oflT, 
he dwindled into die UtUenefs of becoming the member of a 
Mkm, and, according to Dean Swift, was found unable to 
bear this mortifying revcrfe of fortune, giving way to the in* 
jnrious paffions of rage, impaiicncc, envy, and difcontent. 

Good and ill fortune, my friend, is often too equally the 
fate of the wi£: and the fooliih ; but it is the wife only who 

can 
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LiTTBii IV, can improve favorable circumilanccs to the ultimate point of 
fuccefa. The conduiion of the peacCt uid the approbation 
of die two houies of parliament* which protniled fair to efta- 
blifh the power of the miniftry, to fecnre the torf inteitft, 
and to give foitic chance for the re-eftaWiflMnent of ifre elder 
branch ot the Stcw.irt family to the throne of their ancef- 
tors, was To far from producing any one of thefe cffcdb, that 
it accelerated the triumph of the v^higs, and the almoil en* 
tire ciBclafioa of ^the tones from the departmenti of govern* 
ment. The Earl of Oxford, who is reprefcnted hf his rival 
ftcretary St. John to be a man of mean parts, of an irrefolute 
temper, and a trimnnng difpofition, had offended all parties 
by the endeavors he liad iifed to keep in with them all: to 
the Jacobites he had held out the hopes of the refloration of 
their idol ; to the torics, that he would tJdte the proper 
means for the eftablilhing their power on « pennaaeAt bafis j 
and to tbe whigs,- that his conduft was foldy diraSed by the 
principle of lecuring the fucetflion to die heofis ef Hanover. 

These artifices for fome time had produced their defired 
tSe&, i. e. of gaining a large body of men to fupport the 
power of de ttcalUrer j but as alt narrow IchemeSt iboner 
or later, prove abordve in their end, each fadton, as di«y 
fimnd their hopes repeatedly difappointed by thd conduA of 
adminiihratiDn, from entertaining doubts, began to be clearly 

convuitcd 
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convinced of the duplicity of the Earl of Oxford's behavior. LiXT** iv. 

The concliilion of the pence was cqii illv dclired by the tories 

and jacobitCiSf as a necellary prelude to the accompiilhment 

of their views; and it was on this reaibn that they fmothercd 

their rcicnUnent till that wi£bed-for event had takea its full 

place. 

** LoNO before the purport of the treaties could be 
•* known," fays Bolingbroke, '* thofe whigs who had let 
*' out with us in 17 lo, began to relapfe back to their party: 
*' they had amongll us ihared the harveA of a new oainiftiy^ 
" and, like prudent peribns, they took meafures in time to 
** have their lhare in that of a new government. The 
" whimficat, or the Hanover tories, continued z^otu in 
" appearance with us till the peace was figned; I iaw no 
*' people fo eager for the condufion of itj fome of them 
** were 111 luch hailc, that they thought aiiy peace preferable 
** to the leaft delay, and omitted no inllances to quicken 
" their friends who were aftors in it. As foon as the trca- 
<* ties were perfcded, and laid before the parliament, the 
** fcheme of thefe gentlemen began todtfclofe itfelf entirdy^ 
«< the love of the peace, like their paffions, cooled by en- 
" joyment; they grew nice about the conftmdtion of the 
•* articles; could come up to no direct approbation ; and 
** being let into the fccrct of whut was to happen, would not 

Vol.. I, M m preclude 
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Xnrm. IT. preclude themfelves from the glorious advantage of hiin^ 
" on the ruins of their friemls, and of their par^. 

Tfis danger of the lbccefiioii» and the badoefi of die 
** peace, were the two principles on wludi we were a^ 

" tacked; on the firll, the whimfical torics joined the whigs, 
** and declared diredly againfl their party, although nothing 
*' is more certain than that there was at that time no formed 
«* defign in the ptrty> whatever particular views ibme parti- 
" cular OMn might have againft his Majclly's aoccffioa to the 
«« throne/' 

These divifions amongrt the friends to the peace were 
greatly increafcd, if they did not owe their rife to the un- 
ruly ambition of the Earl of Oxford and the Lord Vifcount 
Bolingbroke$ the latter of diefe noblemen had long ftAu 
widi an impatient difdain, the mortification of acting under 
a minifter whofe sbHities he regarded as infinitdy inferior to 
his own J and the jcalotrfy of O^rfbrd, which incited him 
to treat his rival with great negled, .md often to difappoint 
him in matters of pecuniary intcrell, incrcafed the refcnt- 
ment of St. John to a height which at length overcame all 
thofe confidcratioHs of pmdence and tnntoal fafe^, which 
had hitherto direded his oondud. Mrs. M«fh«m» bywhofe 
intereft with the Qgeen the Barl of Oxford held ib high a 
place in her confidence, waa now at enmity with thomlni- 

iler, 
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ilcr, on being likewiie thwarted in the line of intereft ; and littik iv. 
the QjMcnt who could never fee widi any other eyes but with 
thole of her laToritet, now began to obferre the duplici^ of 
Harley's charader^ 

On very good grounds it is believed that Queen Anne al- 
ways entertained an inclination, and, tov^rards the end of her 
life, a real defign to fet her brother on the throne. Dal^ 
lymple and Macpherfon aflert, on the evidence of manu- 
fcripta £dd Id be found in the Jefuits college at Paris, that 
this Princefs aftually made a kind of promift to her fether to 
rcfign, if opportunity offered, the crown m his favor. The 
love of power, which is almod equally prevalent in every 
chara^r, prevented her from realifing the alTurances (he had 
given on this head j and whilft her children lived ihe conti- 
nued a fteady fiiend to the Revolution. The politics of 
Anne, my friend, changed with her fituation; when de- 
prived of the hopes of a fucceffion in the heirs of her ovm 
body, ftie bccanic very felicitous for its cftablilhment in the 
hereditary line, and, but for the fear of the lofs of power in 
her own perlbn, would undoubtedly have taken vigorous mea- 
furcs for the accompliihmcnt of her wifhes. In a corre- 
jpondenoe wiiich ihe held with her brother, after die death 
«f |aaies, Ae adviiei, at a neoeflaiy prelude to his teftotation, 
that he would confonn to the woribip «f the church : die 

M m 4 anfwer 
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LtTTSK IV, anrwer which this Prince made ker» my friend, carries with 
it fuch an appearance of candor, and contains fo fenfible an 
okfervation, that I cannot forbear relating it to you : after 
affirming that he has fo little prejudice againfl: the religion 

« 

of his country that he intended to* carry along with him to 

the place ol his exile a proiellant clergyman to officiate to 
his protcftant fcrvants, and that when he ibould be permitted 
to return to Great- Dritain he would be ready to heir Aich 
arguments as might induce him to change his faith, ]i« ob' 
leryed, that it was even die intereft of the people to have 
fuch a Prince on the throne, whofe religion would leflen the 
power which the constitution had placed tn hts hands ; de- 
thircd that lie was ready to relinquiih, durijig liis= own time, 
the prciot^ativc of nominating bifhops and appointing cler- 
gymen to livings J and from this inferred, that no danger 
could be apprehended by the eftabliihed church. 

Rational refle^ons, by the events which follow, often 

carry with them the air of jirophcfy ; antl I ni;iy vciUuri. to 
pronounce that confidence on the religious principles of thofe 
princes who immediately fuccceded Anne, and perhaps a very 
vain terror of popery, have been the leading caufts which ' 
have gained that unlimited iaAuence in the crown, which 
has broken down and deftroyed every conftitutional barrier to 
the uncontroukd will of the fovereign. 

Harxasibd 
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Harrassed with frequent illneiTeSy and llnfible of t])c lettxk iv. 
decay of her cooAitutioiiy the Queea, at the latter end of 
her life, began to form real deligns of fecuring the fucceifion 
to her brother. The Earl of Oxford, from timidity or prin- 
ciple, entered very coldly into the Queen's views, and, it is 
thought, betrayed her counfcls to the whigsj but BoHngbroke, 
turning her prciudiLxs to his own advantage, cncouni^'ed her 
with the moll liattcring hopes of fuccefs. The frowardncik 
of Oxford, who, from the n^oft condefcending complacency 
was grown turbulent, and very remifs in the execution of 
the plans conc^ted in die cabinet, at length determined this 
timid Princefs to break entirely with the treafurer. On the 
twenty- fcventh of July, 17 14, after a very acrimonious dia- 
logue had puilld between Mrs. M : and the Earl, he 
was deprived pf his ftalF ; but as this was a fuddcn a<5l, and 
no plan was eftablifhed for fupplying the vacancy occaiioned 
by his difgrace, confufion and diforder enfued at court : the 
fatigue of attending a long cabinet council on the event, 
wid> the altercation which pa£ed between the minifters at 
die board, aAefted die Queen^s fpirits and conftitution to 
fuch a degree, that Ihc declared ilic could not outlive it, and 
was immediately Icizcd with a lethargic diforder; by the re- 
commendation of her privy council, in a tranfient interval 
of her lethargy, ihe delivered the treafurer's Aaff to the Duke 

o£ 
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urria IV. of Shrewibury, and died at Kenfiogton on Sund^^ the firft 
of Auguft. 

In a hirtory, my friend, which touches fo near to the pre- 
fcnt tlmc5, it is not lafe for an hiftorian to draw a very juft 
and accurate defcription of the princifnl perfons who Bgufcd 
on the ftage of life; hut a* you are fond of my charaden, 
I will for once depart from the role I have let royfelf in. 
writing this part of our annah, and give you as juft a no- 
tion as I can of the capital lilies which form the chara^r 
of Aunc. 

» 

Thb medium of party, which either diftorts or leileni - 
olgeds according to the prejudices of the oblerver» teprefents 
this Princefs as aulomed with every quality which form Ae 

excellence of a chnibaii charadler; and, on the uilitr h lIc, as 
a weak, fuperflitious bigot, diverted of thofe principles of 
common reafon and inteUe^ which are abfolutely neccirary 
to give exigence to any virtue either of the head or the heait.- 

Op all Ae Princefles of the Stewart 1ine> pethaps there 

were none whofe intentions were better towards promoting 
the good of the fociety Ihe governed, than Queen Anne ; but 
her natural capacity was narrow, and her education illiberal; 
far from being able to comprehend the art of goveiiim<mt, 

and 
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and the political happinefs of I'ucicty, fcienccs undcrAood by littik iv. 
very few, her natural capacity was not fuiHcient to dired 
with iuccefs and with reipeft. die ceconoiny of a private 
fimilf: ft fe^got to ^ ibraas of «digion, zQxrc to^ha la- 
vorttes^ and a vidim to her timidi^, flie was the foot-ball 
of all who had an oppordtnity of taking advantage of her 
weaknelTes, for the promoting their private views. The vices 
of her reign were the vices of thofe by whom ftie was go- 
verned ; and the virtues of her heart only rendered her a more 
eafy dupe tq the finifter fchemes of her couniellors. In ihort^ 
my friend, (he was a glaring example to fliew the tickliih. 
ftate in which ibcieqr it invdyed, whoie welfare depends on 
the conduA of an individual j fince a high (hare of virtue and 
Qttderftanding, ifiofe dioiceft ^ts of heaven, ate difpenied 
by the Crcaiuf witXi lo jjianag a haiiJ, tiiut we find a very 
few individuals in any age v^m we can iu this refpe^MarJc 
as the finrorites of heaven. 
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^^^HATEVER, my friend, might have been the fecitt 
inclinations of die Queen, or whatever important 
consequences in favor of the hereditary line the daring con- 
dudk and ambitious fpirit of St. John miglit have produced, 
the fudden death of the Sovereign put a final period to the 
fears of the whigs and the hopea of the Jacobites. 

Georob the Firft» EleAor of Hanover, agreeable to die 
diAates of an a€k of parliament pafled in King William's 
time, the very day of the Queen's deceafe was proclaimed 

King in the ufual forms, and the fubmifTion of the three 
kingdoms was as univcrlal, as if there had not exilled any 
other pretended title to the throne. 

Though 
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Though fupportcd in his prctenfions by tlte political prin- Lirrtu t. 
ciples of the whigs, and only aHiAeci by the power of thtS' 
ftftion, yet the policy 6f Winiam ran quite counter to the 
ambitioB8 and even the honeft views of the par^ : this 
crafty (latefinan found too ^reat an advantage in the divilton 
ot l^cuon';, and the l^al.uuc of power, than to fling the whole 
weight of prerogative in the fcale of cither j but the princes 
of the Brunfwick line were early taught to regard the whigs 
as interefied in their facceflion by the double ties of ambition 
and policy/ and the tones and the Jacobites, for the fame' 
fubftantial reafbns, as their inveterate enemies. 

To read, my friend, over the profcflions of (he leaders of 
the whig faiftion, and to examine the principles on which 
they pretended to found their ideas of government, you would 
ima^e diat the empire of whiggifm and fht empire of free* 
dom were (ynonimous terms; you would impatiently wait 
fbr that happy period, when the whigs, feated in the heart 
of their Sovereign, governing his counlels, and intruded with 
the adminiftration of his government were to diQ>enle law 
and juftice throughout the kingdom} to coneft die errors of 
£imicr adminiftraiions; and to place the conftitntional forms 
on a bafis, fufficiently broad and iblid as to fecme the per- 
manent exiftcnce of that freedom which they pretended to 
admire. 
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Ltmit v« It is an obfervation too well grooaded on the experience 
of all ttmeSy chat human nature, deprived of that educa- 
'* tion and that train of fortunate circumftances which give 
'< hirth to virtue, and fupport its Aability, and when tempted 

*' with equal opportunities to gratify inordinate inclinations, 
** is the lame corrupt and inconliltcnt being, in all ages, 
" in aU countries, and through every period of revolving 
" time." Every page of the hlilory of CJrcat- Britain, my 
friend, exemplifies diis melancholy truth j and the full de- 
monftration which matter of USt afibrds, renders all farther 
comment on the fubjed fuperfluous and unneciiTaty. 

It was not till the iixteentli day of September, iix weeks 
after the Q2ieen'« deccafc, that the impatient cxpedfcations of 
the people were gratified with the prefence of their new So- 
vereign. The fears and hopes of both parties ran high ; but 
his Majefty ibon relieved them from this ftate of anxiety, by 
an inftantancous and total change in all offices of truft and 
advantage: the Duke of Ormond was difmilTcd from his 
cominand, and the Duke of Marlborough reftorcd to his 
former power, with the addition of an appointment of colo- 
nel of the firft regiment of foot guards, and mafter of the 
ordnance j the Earl of Nottingham was declared prelSdent of 
the council j die great ieal was given to Lord Cowper, the 
privy feal to the Earl of Wharton, and the government of 

Ireland 
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Ireland to the Earl of Sundcriund ; the l^uke of Dcvonfhirc l>ttck v. 
was made ilcward of the houfliold ; Lord Towndiend and 
Mr. Stanhope were appointed fccretaries of ilate; the poil of 
. ftcretary for Scotland was bellowed on the Dake of Mon- 
troic ; the Duke of Somerfet was conftituted mafter of the 

horfei the Duke of St. AJbans, captain of the band of pen- 
fioners; and the Duke of Argyle, commander in chief of the 

forces iaSLOtland; Mr. Pultcncy was made fccrctary ;U w.'.r; 
and Mr. Walpole, who had undertaken to manage the hcufe 
of Commons, was gratified with the double place of pay- 
mafter to die army and Chelfea hofpital. 

The fudden and tinexpeded turn of afBurs threw the tories 
into that llatc of iiudivity, which the tnmuk ui a variety 
of palTions agitating the mind at the lame time commonly 
occafions. It was undoubtedly the intereil of the Jacobites 
and tories to unite their ftrength againft the common cnemyj 
" but/' Ays Lord Bolingbroke« in his letter to Sir William - 
Windham, '* they adcd like men given over to their paf- 
" lions, and unguided by any other principle, not like men 
•* fired by a juft refcntmcnt, and a rcafonablc ambition to a 
'* bold undertaking; they treated the government like men 
" who were refolved not to live under it, and yet they cook 
" no one mealiire to fapporc themfelves againft it j they ex- 
*' prclled, without relerve or circnmlpedioni an eagornels to 

N n 2 " Join 
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LtTTift V. " join in any attempt againil the edablifluntnt which they 
'* had received and confirmed* and which many of them had 
courted but a few weeka before j and yet* in the midft of 
all this bravery, when die eleftbn of the new parliament 
<' came on, fome of thefe men aAed with the coolnefa of 
** thofe who are much better diipoi'cd to tompouud than to 

" take arms." 

Trb want of concert tn their adverlaries, with the advan* 
tage of the treafary, occafioned a great noajority of the elec- 
tions to go in favor of the whigs ; but inftead of attacking 

their enemies on the fervilc and uncu/iltitu lional do£^rine 
they had encouraged, on the prolUtuting the prerogative of 
the crown in the great point of conferring honors, dignity, 
and office, to the bale and ignoble purpofe of carrying a court 
meafure contrary to the independent &nfe of the houle, the 
peace, which, though not entirely fatisfadory, was perhaps 
as favorable a one as the intrigues of the whigs would admit, 
was the only ground on which the whif»s chofc to cre(fl their 
batteries : the Eail of Oxford, the Dulce of Qrmond, the 
Earl of Strafford, and the Lord Vifcount St. John, were im- 
peached for the dtflferent parts they had afiied in this ftanf- 
a£bionj the Duke of Ormond and Uie Lord Vifcoant St. John 
fled the kingdom; but though the Earl of Oxford, Mr. 
, ' Prior, Mr. 1 homas Uaricy, and fcvcral others, were excepted 

out 
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out (rf* the aid of grace, jttt as mtnifters are always cautious LtrrtR v. 
in tl|e fettling precedents of puniCbment for mirdcmeanors in 
office, they all cilaped with impunity. 

Notwithstanding this mildnefs, this timidity, or ra- 
ther this interefted caution in the government, tlic common 
people, who had been encouraged in licentioufnefs by the late 
miniftry, and who were now inftigated by the malecontents 
of the Jacobite and tory fadions, broke out into afls of fedt- 
tion and riot j from London the infcdlion fpread to the adja- 
cent, and from thence to the diftant conn tics ; tumults were 
raifed in Staffordfhire, and in fcveral other parts of the king- 
dom. The Commons prefented an addrefs to the King, de- 
firing that the laws might be vigoroully executed ^guntk the 
rioters : the habeas corpus a£t, that great bulwark of Englifli 
liberty, was fufpended, and a new and unconftitutional re- 
fLfj.ii:t was laid on the freedom of the fubjcdl by an adl, de- 
creeing, that if any pcrfons, to the number of twelve, un- 
lawfully aiTembled, (hould continue together one hour after 
having been required to diiperle by a juftice of peace or 
other officer, and had heard the proclamation againft riot» 
read in public, they (hould be deemed guilty of felony^ 
without benefit of clergy. 

The- 
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L«TTKii Y. The prevailing dil'contents in England were loon commu- 
nicated to the Scots ; a large party among this people had 
.never been entirely iatitiiicd with the union, though its artt* 
des were evidently in favor of their nation. The Engliih 
jacobites did not fiul to encourage this avcrfiom a corrc- 
Ipondence was let on foot between the malecontcnts of each 
nation; and the Chc\alier de St. George was Mattered with 
the hopes that the great majority of the two nations were 
ready to take up arms in his favor. 

The fudden death of Lewis die Twelfth of Fiance, which 
happened on the lirft day of September, 171 5, was no fmall 

interruption to the rifing hopes of this Prince : Lewis had 
fupplied him privately with fums of money to prepare a fmall 
armament in the port of Havre, which was equipped in the 
name of Depine d'Anicaut : but the Duke of Orleans, on 
whom the regency of the kingdom devolved, adopted a new 
lyftem of politics, entered into ftriA engagements with the 
King of Great-Britain^ and, inftead of affifting the Preten* 
der, betrayed his counfcls, and amufed his agents with myf- 
terious and equivocal cxpreilions, calculated to fruflrate the 
jdefign of die expedition. 

The death of Lewis the Fourteendi ftruck a general damp 

on the whole party j yet the paitizans of the Frctender had 

gone 
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gone too far to retreat: the Earl of Mar, afTembling three LtTTiR V. 
hundred of his own va0al$» proclaimed the Chevalier at Ca£> 
de-Towo, and on the iixth day of Septemlier iec up his> 
flandard at Brx Mar; then aiTuming the title of Lieutenant-- 
General of the newly- proclaimed Sovereign's forces, he pob- 
lilhed a declaration, exhorting the people to t.ike up arms 
for their lawful Prince, which was followed by a manifcilo,. 
explaining the national grievances, and aiTuring the nation, 
of redrefs. 

In the iniu.l o£ {liclc alarms, the government of England- 
was not idle: the Earls of Home, Wigtown, and Kinnoul, 
the Lord Defkford, and Lockart of Carnwath, with other 
perfons fufpeded of di&fiedtion to the government, were- 
committed priibners to the caftle of Edinburgh ; Major-- 
general Wetham marched with the regular troops Rationed- 
in Scotland to fccure the bridge of Stirling ; the Duke of 
Argyle was fent in the charafter of commander in chief of 
the forces in North-Britain; the Earl of Sutherland fet faijj 
in the Queenlborough man of war for the North, where hcs 
propoied to raife his valSik for the iervice of government % 
and icvcral other Scotch returned on the fame errand to their*, 
country. 

U 
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LiTTt* V. In England, Lieutejiant-coionel Paul was impriloned in 
the Gatchoule for enUfting men in the fervice of the Preten- 
der j the titular Duke of Powis was conumtted to the Toweri * 
the Lordfl Lanfdown and Duplin were taken into cuftody; a 
warrant was iifued for apprehending the Earl of Jerfcf; and 
* the Commons gave the King their allcnt to feizc and detain 
the following members: Sir William Windhim, Sir John 
Packington» Mr. Edward Harvey of Ccx>Fnb«, Mr. Thomas 
Fofter* Mr. John Anftis, and Mr. Corbet Kynafton. Har* 
▼ey and Anftis were immediately fecured i Fofter, with the 
affiHance of fomc popiih Lords* aflonbled a body of men in 
Nortbumberland; Sir John Packington was estaniined before 
the council, and difmilTcd for want of evidence i KyuaAon 
abfconded ; Sir William Wyndl\am was fcizcd at his houfe ia 
Somerfetfhire, but found means to efcapc ; he afterwards 
furrendered ]iini(«lf> and was oommittied to Tower* 

In the vvcitci ii counties, the friends of the elder branch of 
the houfe of Stewart, forming a delign to furprizc Brillol, 
had concealed arms and artillery at Bath : thide pttperations 
vete difoovered by the emiflaries of thft gDvernment* and 
evciy jMrfiin of confequenco who wat fcipeflRd of attadx.* 
ment to the ctufe was apprehended. r 

In 
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Jk the North, the Earl of Derwentwater and Mr. Fofter L«rri» v. 

took the fulii Willi a body of horfc; they were joined by 
feme gentlemen from the borders of Scotland, and this party 
proclaimed the Pretender in Warkworth, Morpeth, and 
Alnwick. 

DiSAPPoiNTBO in the defign of Sizing the town of New-* 
caftle, the infurgents retired to Hexham, and from thence 

northward to Wooler, where they were joined by two hun- 
dred Scottifli horfe, under the Lord Vifcount Kenmuir, and 
the Earls of Cornwarth and Wintoun, who had fet up the 
Pretender's ftandard at Moffiit, and proclaimed liim in difie- ^ 
rent parts of Scotland. At Kelfii the infnrgents were joined 
by Mackintolbf who had cn»fled the Forth with a body of 
' Highlanders. The party now diought themieives ibong 
enough to enter on a<Aion at Brampton : Fofter opened his 
commiflion of general, which had been lent to him by the 
£arl of Mar, and proclaimed the Pretender, and continued 
his march to Penrith* Twelve thouiand of the poflb co- 
nutatus of Cumberland, which had been aflemUed by the 
Bifhop of Carlille, difperfed with the ntmoft precipttatbn 

on the appioacii oi this [mall army, which, proceeding from. 
Penrith by tlic way of Kendal an d Lancaflcr, took pofieflion 
of the town of Prefton, from whence Stanhope's legiment of 
dxagqons and another of militia had retindv 
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I,BTmV. It was not long that the rebels enjoyed this funfhinc of 
fortune. General Wiiis, with iix regiments of hori'c and 
dntgoon«« «ad one battalion of foot-conumniied by CoioBdi 
Pkvflott, advanced to llie bridge of Ribble before f^bHor n* 
ceived intelligence of their approach. The King^a tioopi 
met with a warm reception j but the next day, being rein- 
forced wi^ three reginients of dragoons, commanded by 
General Carpenter, they invciied the town on all lides. 

A tAPiTULATioM was plDpofed* but the general Tefiifing 
to treat with lebels, the party furrendered diicrtftion. All 
' the noblemen and leaders were iecured: Major Naime, Cap- . 

tain Lockart, Captain Shuitoe, and Enfign LiiLyn, were 
tried by a court martial as deferters, and executed; Lord 
Charles Murray, Ton of the Duke of Athole, was condemned 
for die lame crime> but reprieved; the common men wece 
imprilbned at Chefter aind Liverpool 5 the noblemen and 
officers of diftinftion were fent to London, conveyed through 
the ibeets pinioned like malefa^rsj and committed to the 
Tower and Newgate. 

This vidoty enabled the government to lend a ftiong re- 
inforcement to Scotland, which was rendered yet more pow- 
etAU by iix thouiand men^ which were rlaimrd of the States- 

Genetal 
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In this defpcratc Hate of hi^ afuirs the Chevalier, who 
had embarked in a ijaaall veilcl at Duakirk hired for the pur- 
poiew omved among his fiueods and adhereate ia Scotland; 
he WK proclaiined at Fctteroflfe. bgf die Bads o£ "Mm and 
Marifchal, and dbeut duitj^ noblemen and i^tlemen of the 
firil quality: hia declaration* dated at Conunorcy, waa printed 
and circulated dirough all the adjacent counties ; he received 
addrefles from the epifcopal clergy, w d the luuy of that 
communion in the dioccfe of Aberdeen ; made his public 
entry into Dundee* and on the feventh of January arrived at 
Scoon : the twenty-third of the month waa fixed iat his oo- 
fonation j a regular council was formed ; pnxlamations were 
pubUlhed for a general thankfgiving on account of his fafe 

, arrival; the miniilers were enjuiiied to pray for hi;ri in tlieir 
fcveral churches; the currency of foreign coin^ was efta- 
bliihed^ a convention of eftates was fummonedi- and all 

^ fenfible men were ordered to repair to hh ilandacd. 

TIrrr, my friend, wwa ifaort and ttanfienf dream of royal 
grandeur and importance. The Dake of Ormond made a 

fruitlefs voyage to the vireflern coaft to try the difpolition of 
the people, and by the reception he met with was fuUy con- 

O o 2 vinced. 
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LiTTiK V. vinccd of the \'anity ot tliofc expedations which the party 
had formed of feeing the major part of the kingdom riie in 
was to efieft another revdution. 

Thb Jacobites in Scotl.iaJ, hiiding themfelves dcftitute of 
money, arms, ammunition, forage, and proviiion, and hem- 
med in on all fides by the feveral detachments of the King's 
troops, in a grand council, at which all die chiefs of the 
party aflifted, and in which the Chevalier ddivered a pathetic 
fpecch, determined to abandon the hopelefs entcrprize. Thus 
deferted, and hotly purfued by the Duke of Argyle, the un- 
fiurtuiMte adventorer* embarlcing on board of a imall French 
lliip which lay in die harbour of Mbntrofe, made the beft of 
his way out of the reach of the enemy : he was accompanied 
in his flight by the Earls of Mar and Melfort, the Lord 
Drummond, Licutcnaiit-L^cacral liulkeley, and Other perfons 
of diiUn^on, to the number of fevcateea. 

Thus abruptlyp my friend, finiflied an eoterprize, uncor- 
re^y executed, and injudidouily formed : but what better ' 

could be expected from weak councils, from ucuLlii^rous 
friends, and from disjointed factions? who, a<fling folely 
from the motives of leleDtment and difiippointed ambition, 
totally vmd of thofe fteady and ibund principles on which 

human 
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lininan nature can alone be elevated above the ctmlequcnces Uytik v. 
which muft ever attend unfuccefsM heroifm. 

On the meeting of the parlicirncat i ni peach m curs wac 
fent from the Commons againft the Earls of Dcrwcntwatcr, 
Nithfdale, Cornwarth, and Wintoun, the Lords Widdrington, 
Kenmuir» and Nairn i a biil was ordered to be brought in to 
continue the fufpenfion of the habeas corpot aid^ and another 
to attaint the Marquis of Tullibardtne, the Earls of IAm and 
Linlithgow, and Lord John Dnimmond. All the impeached 
Lords, except die Earl of Wintoun, pleaded guilty to the 
articles exhibited againfl them, and received fentcnce of 
death: Wintoun was brought to his trial, and convi&ed, 
and ibared the fame fate* 

In the beginning of April, 171 6, a commiiQion for trying 
the rebeb met in the court of common pleas, when bills of 
high trealbn were found againfl Fofler, Mackintoih, and 

twenty of their conicdcrates : a confiderable number of the 
party were tried at Liverpool, and found guilty; two and 
tweu^ were executed at Prcfton and Manchefteri and a thou- 
fand prifoners, fubmitting to the King's mercy, petitioned 
for tran^mrtation. 

Ths calamities which this tmfuticefsfbl rebcUion brought 
on private families, my friend, diou^ a mdancholy confi> 

deration, 
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deration, will appear tntiing when compared to the irrepa- 
rable injury the coniHtution fuHeredoQ theoccafioo, Unfiic- 
cefsful jvbellions always either increafe or produce granny: 
the generally of maohiiidly gpvenied by the pretended cxi- 
genciea of the pfelcot oumeot, never regard conlequeDccsa 
diough big with nii(chieft more dreadful than asy of thoft 
whicii their lojudiclQUS caution endeavors to avoid. 

Thb flight of the Pretender* the fndden extindioR of the 
tebdlion in Scodand, and the general fuhmiffioa of dtt peo* 
plo in England, rendered it totally ufUefi to lay even a tem^ 
porary reftrdnt on any even of the lefler privilegea of the 

fubjca ; but the prcfent opportunity ul dimlniiliing that 
fmall portion of democracy, which on more than one occa- 
fion had curbed the incroachments of royalty, and preferved 
the freedom of the conltitutioo,, waa too favorable to be loft. 

On the tenth day of April, 171 6» the Duke Deeonihim 

propofed in the houfe of Lords a bill for enlarging the conti* 
nuance of parhament, and was fccondcd by the Earls of Dor- 
fet and Rociungham» tlie Duke of Argyle, the Lord Town- 
iheod, and. all the chiefs of the whig fadion. It vras op- 
poied by the Earls of Nottingham, Abingdon, and IWlet: 
but, important as was the fubjeA of die bill* weighty as 
wei» the* aegaaMaH, and ohrioua as wete tfao »eafiMi»tti^ed 
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•gainft its ncceHity, expedience, or ufc, and alfo on the ma- lbttb*. v. 
nifefl evils which muA attend it, the arguments fervcd only 
to form a fhort debate, and die biU by a Itr^ majoriiy, 
twdTe ftcn oaify entering tbeir proteft agalnft it : it Bxet 
with die fime loccds in the lower iioti&j xnd ilittt tbecon* 
ititution, from its miflaken or pretended friends, received a 
more fatal injury than it liad ever received by all the in- 
croachmcnts of power from the fatal period of the Conqueit 
to the j>r«leat times* 

It is very care indeed, my friend, that the views, lihe 
inclinations, or the purpoies of the coort coincide with di« 
privileges of die fubjcft j but a Ibrtonale -occadon now of- 
fered itfelf to leflen, in feme fhiall degree, the dam^ the 
vonftitution bad received by the ibptennial ad;. 

Tais Kiqg, and liis cideft fan the heir apparent to die 
■crown, Ikid been at variance ibme time, and matters had lan 
Jo high between diem as 10 GDsate a defire in die fadwr to ky^ 
ftsne reftrainc oo-dte ftit0re|iower of his fbn: with this in* 

tent a motion was made by the Duke of Somerfet, and fc- 
condcd by the miniflry, to the following purport : that a bill 
ihould be brought in to iettle and limit the peerage in Cnch 
a manner that the number of £nglilh Pacta Aiould not been* 
above Sk of l^^KfuktmoSm, nUcb, npoa fiulnv 

of 
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LiTTu Y. of male iiTue, might be fupplicd by new creations j and that 

inftead of thelixtccii elective Peers from Scotland, twenty-five 
fhould be made hereditary on the part of that kingdom ; and 
that this number, upon tbe failure of heirs male, ihould be 
fuppUed from the other members of die Scotch peerage. 

You know, my friend, that I have always regarded the 
prerogative of making patent Peers as one of the moft noxi- 
ous parts of the monarcliical power in this kingdom; thoie 
aUnrements which promife the gratification of human vani^ 
are from experience more irrefiftible in their nature than the 
attainment even of folid advantages; and in this cafe aleatiber 
is more likely to turn Uie balance of the mind than the weigh* 
tieft confiderations of intercft. There arc men who have 
adlcd uprightly, even in large concerns of property ; but if 
there have been any individuals in this country who have not 
bartered their principles and betrayed the public, for the cap 
and courtefy which titles gain from the vulgar, and for the 
enjoymott of diat enchanting ftile of addreft whidi my lMr4, 
and ytur Ltrdfi^, gives, I mail own to you thqr have not 
yet come to my knowledge 

I CANNOT leave this fubjeft, my friend, without bitterly 
lamenting the great want of difcemment in the generality of 
mankind of tlie only principles whidh conftitute real great- 

oeft 
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ncfs when mere externals Arike the deluded eye, and by the Uttsk v. 
deception of fenfc thus groflly deceive the general judgment. 
Coutt be expected that die frailty of mankind will not lead 
^em to tet an indtimable value on what is trifling and Ijifig- 
aiiicant in its nature, and in pro{>ortion neglcA all thofe 
attainments which alone give dignity to the fpecics, and 
which alone to mortal difcernnieut exalt the wUiiom of the — 
Deity in the creation of ;nan i 

The creation of the twehre Peers by Queen Anne to leive a 

s- court purpofe, it might have been imagined, would have con- 
vinced the whigS of the degree of iriiiligriity uhiLli lay ia this 
part of the prerogative; but fcvcral of this fadion, from mo- 
< lives of vanity, oppofed with violence the Duke of Somerlet's 
fiilataiy motion : the tones, from party prejudices, joined with 
equal violence in die oppodtiou} and thus was fatally loft die 
opportunity of lelTening a great part of that evil which has 
matcriiilly adted to the entire fubverfion of the independence 
of individuals, and the freedom of the conftitution; and this, ' 
though his Majefty ient a mefla^ to the houfe to the follow* 
ing g;racious purport : That as th^ had under confideradon 
the ftate of the Britiih he had fi> much at heart die 

ietding it upon fuch a foundation as might fecure the free- 
dom and confutation of parliaments in all future ages, that 
Vol.. I. P p ho 
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LiTTta T. he was willing his prerogative ihould not lUnd in the way 
of ix> great and nece^aiy a work. 



The next important erent which fsSkn itfelf in this nign« 
my friend* is the iuddcn rile, and the as fudden fall* of die 

South Sea Company. The pernicious policy introduced by 
William of borrowing money of the public, and fettling cer- 
tain taxes to pay the intereft of the borrowed fum, had in-* 
troduced a new kind of traffic into the kingdom, wiiich wu 
totally tinknown to happier times. When a nation is deeply 
in deht, public credit is ever precarious j and the rile and 
611 of flocks fnmifh an opportunity for needy adventurers to 
prey on the hopes and the fears of individuals, whilft the 
growing neceifitieii of the ftate give rife to a variety of in- 
ventions for raiting the fums adequate to the exigencies of 
the occaiion. This wocft kind of gaming made a rapid pro- 
grefi in the kingdom % and at length the Qiirit of adventure, 
and dke eager defire of becoming fuddealy rich by die fuc« ! 
cefsfol attempts of a few of die favored fbns of forttme^ in* 
fcd:ed all rani^s and ail conditions of men through the whole 
Ibciety. 

In the devendi year of Qgeen Anne, when the debt <» the 
navy had amounted to above five millions, the two houfes 

paiTed an 2& for the throwing this and fcveral other debts 

into 
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into one flock, amounting in the whole to nine millions four LerTSE v. 

hundred and feven^-one thoufand three hundred and twenty* 

five pounds, and a fund was formed for the ptjring an inte« 

reft or ta uinut^ of fix per cent, till the principal Ifaottld be . 

paid: the yearly intereft of the principal amounted to the 

fum of five hundred and fixty-eight thoufand two hundred 

and fevcnty-nine pounds: all the duties upon wines, vinegar, 

tobacco, India goods, wrought filk, wh&lc tins, Ice. were 

ptfpetoated for the payment^ and with this fund was gtsntod 

the monopoly of a trade to the Soudi Sea, or coaft of Pern 

In Mexico, in Soi^ America; and the fevcral proprietors 

of the navy bills, debentures, and odier public Securities, 

were iiicorporated into a company, called The South Sea 

Company. 

By the ixequent repetition of the iame fubjedk of debate, 
it would appear that the two hou&s of parliament had been • 
veiy folicilous to reduce die national debt, even from die firft 

period of its commencement ; but, after the manner of pri- 
vate fpendthrifts, inftead of adopting the only plan which 
could effectually adt to the attainment of this defirable pur- 
pofe, vis. the reducing the interei^ and cutting the iinews 
of corruption fay a rigid plan of OBConomy, Hbef only (liiAed 
their creditors, and borrowed from one fet of men to pi^ tbe 
money due to aoodier. 

P p 2 In 
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Umt V. In the year Icrcntccn hundred and fevcntccn, the grand 
qucflion was again agitated on the means of reducing the 
national debt: agreeable to a motion of Mr. Robert Walpole» 
who at this time wat riicn to the office of prime minii(er» 
the houie of Commons came to the following reiblutiona: 

Firftf That all the public funds, redeemable by law, that 
do now exceed five pounds per cent per annum, be redeemed 
according to their refpe£tive provifoea, or claufes of redemp- 
tion, contained in the afts of parliament for that puqwie, 
or, with eonient'Of the proprietors, be converted into an in- 
tcrcd or annuity, not exceeding five poands per cent per an* 
uum, redeemable by parliament : 

Secondly, That his Majefty be enabled to borrow of any 
peribn or perfons, bodies politic or corporate, fuch fiim or 
fums of money as (hall be requifite to redeem the iame re- 

dccmable funds, at any rate not exceeding five pounds per 

c<*nt pet annum, and lu kcurc tlie (ame upon the funds ib 
b> be redeemed : 

Thirdly, That the annuity of one hundred and fix thou- 
land five hundred and one pounds thirteen flullings and five 
pence per annum, payable to the governor and company of 
tlie bonk, out oi tiic huuic money, by virtue of feveral s^ls 

of 
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of parliament in that behalf, for the principal fum of one Lettir 
million feven hundred and i'evcnty-iive thoufaod and twenty* 
feven pounds feventeea Shillings and ten peace* by them ad- 
vanced, be zedeemed, or by oonfent of die faid governor and 
companj, converted into an inteieft or annuity, not lo- ex- 
ceed five pounds per coit per annum, redeemable by par- 
liament : 

Fourthly, That £3 much of the fund, called the aggregate 
fund, fettled by an aft of parliament iii the fitft year of die 
teign of his prcfcnt Majefty, as is applicable to the inteieft,. 
circulation, exchanging, or cancelling the preftnt exchequer 

bills, be alfo redeemed : 

Fifthly, That his Majc% be enabled to authorize the 
high treafuier, or the commiffioners of the treafury for the 
time being, to treat and agree with 4Uiy perfim or perlbn^ 
politic or jsorporate, for the circulating fadi a number of 
exchequer bills, at a rate not exceeding four potmds ten IhlU 
lings per cent per annum, for intcrcil, exchanging, and cir- 
culation, as may be charged and fecured upon that part q£ 
the faid aggregate f^ind to be fo redeemed : 

Sixdily, That the annuities of fixhundred thou&nd pounda^. 
tnd eight thouiand pounds par annum, payable to the ^over- 

nor 
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Li9T»» nor &nd company of merchants of Great-Britain trading to 
South Sea, be alfo redeemed: 

Sevenddy, That the annuities payable by an aft of parlia- 

tncnt of the twelfth year of the reign of King William to 
certain piitcntees therein named, their heirs and afligns, out 
of the weekly fum of three thoufand leven hundred pounds^ 
charged on the exciie» be aUb redeemed: 

Eighthly* That the fevenl tennt of years remaining in tfie 
duties appropriated by die two lottery afts, made and palled 

in the ninth year of the rcign oi her late majcfty Queen Anne, 
and by the two lottery a<fls made and pafled in the tenth year 
of her faid late Majefty's reign* be made perpetual : 

Ninthly* That the £ud dutiea ooraprefaended in the iaid 
itsat loCteiy afts be made one general fund for the future : 

Tcnthly, That the proprietors of the orders grounded on 
the faid lottery ads do, within a limited time, make their 
deftions, eitha to accept annuities after the rate of five 
pounds per cent per annum, redeemable by partiament out 
of fuch general fund* or be paid fb much as remains due 
to them on thcur orders reipedivdy: 

Elevendilyt 
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Eleventhly, That in all cafes where the proprietors ili.ill Lettie v. 
dlttfe to have their principal, the five pounds per cent per 
aimum faved thereby be made another fund, towards anfwer- 
ing fuch fums of money as fliall be advanced towards dif- 
chaj^ing the liud ftrindpal by loans or other iectiritiei, as 
iball be thought proper t 

Twelfthly, That his Majefty be enabled to give power for 
receiving voluntary fubfcriptions from any perfon or perfons 
entitled to any of the annuities iiliung out of the public funds,, 
jbr the refidue of the refpeftive terms of ninety-nine» ntne^* 
iU> eighqr'iune, or thirty-two years, formerly purchaied 
dierein, not being fubjca: to redemption,, who Ihall be will i ng 
to accept in lieu thereof perpetual annuities redeemable by 
parliament, to allow for remaining terms in the faid annuities,, 
which were purchafed for ninety-nine, ninety-fix, or eighty- 
nine ycart» at the ekdum of the refpedive fubicribers, either 
ib much as die fame annuides ihall amount to at nine- 
teen years purchafe, to be made good by new annuities of 
four pounds per cent per annum, . redeemable by parlia-- 
ment, or feventeen years' and a half purchafe, to be made 
good by new annuities of five pounds per cent per annum, 
to be redeemable in like manner, and to allow for the re- 
maining tcma in the £iid annuities, which were purchaied' 
finr thuty-twD yean at the dedtioa of tht leijpeaive fubibi- 

bers,. 
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LtTTit V. bcrs, cither fo much as the fame annuities fh ■•11 amount to at 
' ^ fourteen years' and a half purchafe, to be made good by 
new annuities of four pounds per cant per annum^ redeem- 
able by parliament, or diirteen years* and a half purcbafe to 
tie made good by annuities of five pounds per cent per an- 
num, redeemable in like manner, anddtat the &id' annuities 
iixAi be icttlcd aud Iccurcd accordingly : 

Thirtecnthly, That all favings that fhall arife upon any of 
-die prelent funds by the propofed redemptions or redu^Uons', 
be relerved and applied, after all deficiencies which may 
happen upon any of die faid funds are made good, to«f:^s 
difcharging and reducing the debts of the national debt: 

Fourteenthly, That all the faid duties, now in being, or 
to be continued, fliall immediately ccafe and determine after 
the faid national debt, and all intereft due thereupon, is 
difchai]ged and paid oC 

I HATB been very pardcnlar in giving yoo die complete ex- 
traft of the refolutions of die Commons on this fubjed, my 
friend, bccaufe the whole bufinc-fs of funding, and the art 
of fupplying the exorbitant expences of the government, 
commonly called ways and means, is a bufineis of fo per- 
jileated a Jiatiiic, diat it will be yeiy difficult ftr me to giFB 

yoa 
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you in any other aunner an adequate idea of the situation of lcttu v. 
the wtAoi &Daus» of this Jungdom, or the accumulated 
burdhons Md oo by die difinent adminiAradoM fince the 
fenial mediod of borrowing and funding has taken place. 

In ccmfequence of the ibrc-mciitioncd refolutions, confe- 
rences were held with the money corporations in order to 
provide money ibr fuch as ihoiild be willing to receive their 
principal and intereft in ready money; for this purpoie, the 
bank agreed to f vmifh two millions and a batf, and the Sooth 
Sea two millions, or as mnch as fliould be called for; and for 
the money advanced thefe companies were to have annuities 
of five pounds per cent. Agreeable to thefe propofals, three 
bills were brought in upon the refolutions vi^hich had been 
inade in rdation to the public debts j and th^ all three 
paflad into laws, mider ibe nonounation of the bank a^ die 
Sondi Sea aft, and the general fund aft: in this laft is a 
claufe, eflablifliing a ru;kiag iuuJ ariUng from the furplus on 
the appropriated funds, and the reduction of intereft to five per 
cent; the aft declaring, that all the monies ariiing fnm 
time to time» as well as for the furplus by virtue of die afta 
Ibr redeeming die funds of the Bank, and of die Soudi Sea 
company, as alfo for die furplus of the duties and revenues, 
by this aft appropriated for the dikharging the principal 
and intereft of fuch national debts as were incurred before 

Vol. I. Qji die 
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LiTTift V. the twenty-fifth of December, in (uch manner as ihall be 
direded or appointed by any future aiSt of parUament, to be 
difcharged out of fiune* and for none other v&, intent, 
or purpolie whatlbever. 

In year 17 19, on the King*s recomnaending to die 
Commons to refunic tlic v.uiiiideration of proper means for 
leiTening the national debt, a fcheme was adopted to reduce 
all the funds into one. The bank and South Sea company 
bid againft each other: the South Sea company offered fuch 
high terms to the government that the propoiala of the bank 
were rejeiSed. A bill was accordingly brought into the 
houie, formed on Ae plan prefented 'by the South Sea com- 
pany ; and in cunfcqucncc of the Commons having rejected 
a motion for a claufe in the bill to fix what Hiare in the ca- 
pital Aock of the company Should be vefted in thofe proprie- 
tors of the annuities who might voluntarily fubfcribe, and 
how many years purchale in money they fhould receive in 
fubfcribing at the choice of the proprietors, the ftock of 
the company rofe from One hundred and thirty to near four 
hundred pounds. 

The bill now depending in favor of the South Sea com- 
pany* on the following reafons> was opposed by a great mar 
jority, viz. 

That 
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That it would countenance the fraudulent and pernicious littm v. 
praftke of Hock-jobbing, which diverted the genius <tf the 
people from tnde and induftty : 

That it would give foreigners die opportunity to double 

and treble the vaft fums they had in the public funds, and 
that they would be tempted to realize and withdraw their 
capital and immenfe gains to other countries, ib that Great- 
firitain would be drained of its gold and filver: 

That the artificial and prodigious rife of the South Sea 

ftock was a dangerous bait, which might decoy many un- 
wary people to their ruin, alluring them by afati'e prol'pcdt of 
gain to part with the fruits of their induiby to purchaie ima- 
ginary ridies : 

That die addition of above thirty millions capital would 

give fuch power to the South Sea company as might endanecr 
the liberties of the nation; for by their extenfive intercft 
they would be enabled to influence moH^ if not all, the elec- 
tions of the members* and con^uently overrule the idblu- 
tions <^ the hottfe of Commons. 

Notwithstanding diefe, and a great many as powerfnl 
arguments^ the bill palTed without amendment or divifion, 

Q^q % and 
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UTTtft Y. tnd on the feventh day of April, 1720, received the royal 
affent. The South Sea company were by this ad: authoril«l 
to take in, by purchafe or fabfcription, the irredeemable 
debts of the nation, ftated at fixteen millions five hundred 
and forty-fiz tfaonfiuid fonr hondred and etghtf-two pounds 
fifrcn ihillfngs and one penny farthing, at fueh timea as thejr 
iTiould find convenient before the firft day of March of the 
enfuitig year} and without any compulfion on any of the 
pi'oprietors, at fach rates and prices as ihould be agreed on 
between die company and the reipedive proprietors, thqr 
were anthorised to talce in all the redeemable debts, amount- 
ing to the iame fvm as that of die irredeemable! either 1^ 
purchafe, by taking fubfdriptionS, or by paying off the ere* 
ditors. For the liberty of taking in the national debts, and 
increafing their capital flock accordingly, the tompany con- 
fented that their prefent, and to be increafed annuities, ifaould 
be cootittoed at Hve per cent till Mldfommer in the year 
one thoufand ftven hundred and twenty<'ieven, from dienoa 
to be reduced to four* pa ccnt« and to be redeemable by 
parliament. 

In confidcration of this, and odier adrantageft exprefled in 
the a£k, the company declared diemfelves willing to make 
ittch payments into the letctpt of the eitchc^uer as were fpe- 
dficd for die ttft of iIm public, to be applied fin die difcharge 

of 
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of the public debts incurred before Chriftmas in the year littek v. 
one thoufand feven hundred and fixtccn : the fums they were 
obliged to pay> for the liberty of taking ia the redeemable 
debts, fotir years' and a half purchaie for all the long and 
ihort annuities that fhould be fubfcribed, and one year's pur- 
chafe for iuch long annuities as Should not be fubferibed^ 
amounted on die execution of die ad to fevra oiiUions. For 
enabling the company to raife this fum, they were empow- 
ered to make calls of money from their members j to open 
books of fubfcription ; to grant annuities redeeaxable by the 
company » to borrow money upon any contrail or biU» under 
dieir common feal, or on the credit of their capital ftock i 
to convert the money demanded <if their members into ad- 
ditional ftock* without making any addition to the company's 
annuities payable out of the public dudes. It was ena^ed, 
that out ui the rirft monies ariiing from the Aims paid by the 
company into the Exchequer, fuch public debts, carrying 
intcrefl at five per cent, incurred before the twenty-fifth o£ 
December in the year one thouiand feven hundred and fix- 
teen, founded upon any former aft of parliament* as were 
now redeemable*, or might be redeemed before the twenty- 
fifth day of December in the year one thoufand feven hun- 
dred and twenty-two, lliould be firft difchargedj then all. 
the remainder ihould be applied towards paying off fo much 
of the capital, ilock of the company as ihould then, cany ant 

interelk 
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X-iTTBt V, interdl of five per centi and it was provided, that after Mid- 
'fummer in the year one thou^d feven hundred and twentjF- 
ieven, the company Ihoold not be paid off in any funu left 
than one million at a time. 

It is laid, my friend, that Sir John Blount, who h<id been 
bred a fcrivener, was the man wlio formed this South Sea 
fcheme« which for a while threatened the deftrudion of pub- 
lic credit, and which fell fi> heavy on the heads of &veral 
individuals: it feems he had projc^d his plan on the famous 
Mifliflippi fchcme, formed by Law, which in the preceding 
year had failed in I'Vancc, and which had entailed ruin on 
many tboufand families in that kingdom ; and yet Law's 
Ibheme was much more plaufibie, as it contained an ezclufive 
trade to Louifiana^ whereas the South Sea fcbeme, by the 
conditions of the peace of Utrecht, was deprived of any 
commercial advantage. 

• 

In the natural ftate of humanity, my friend, I bdieve two 
ditrds of any given (bciety may be numbered in the claiSss 
of fools and madmen i but thefc Ibmedmes reigns an epide- 
mic madnefs, as well as an epidemic fever of a different 

kind, which, from being Hrft partial, becomes general, and 
then univerfal j and I do not know any country where thefe 
inibuices are fo often to be met with as in England. This 

was. 
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was the ftate of the cafe in the year fcvcntcen hundred and Litts* v. 
twenty; and favored with this opportunity, Blount, and a 
few aflbciates with very moderate talents, firft impofcd on 
dK majori^ of the diredors of the South Sea company, and 
dien on the whole nation* 

The tricks of the alley* though continually repeated, im- 
pole even at this time on a large number of credulous indi- 
viduals $ hut at the period I aip now writing on^ my friend, 
there were very few, even of the moft wary, who had reafbn 
to laugh at his neighbour for becoming the dupe of ihallow 
artifice, and die moft contemptible impofitions : the mere 
circulating a report that Gibraltar and Port Mahon would 
be exchanged for fome places in Peru, by which means the 
English trade to the South Sea would be prote<^ed and en^ 
laiged, operated with fuch power, that in five days the di» 
redors opened their books for a fubfcription of one million^ 
at the rate of three hundred pounds for one hundred pounds 
capital i and an eager multitude crouded in fuch a manner to 
the fubfcription, that it exceeded two millions of capital 
Aock: in a few days the flock advanced to three hundred and 
forty pounds, and the fubfcriptions were ibid for double thci 
price of the firft payment. At lengdi, by a repetition of the 
fiune arts, and the promifi: of high dividends, the ftock was 
rai&d to one diouiand : Exchange-alley was every day filled 

with 
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Litter V. with a multitude of people of all conditions; and the general 
infatuation prevailed till the eighth day of December^ when 
the ilock fell. It was now that the tide of hope began M 
<ibh i and in a fisw dajrs the fpirita «f the adivencuien weat 
funk fi> low, diat on the tweaty-ninth day of the fione momli. 
Ae Hock fell from a thoufahd to one hundred and fifty 
pounds: fcveral eminent gcddfmitfas and bankers, who had 
lent great funis on the occafion, were obliged to ftop pay- 
ment and abfcoad ; public credit fuflaified a iliock ; the na- 
tion was confequently thrown into a fennent ; and the 
vings of grief, diiappoindnen^ «nd de^air, filled eveiy place 
with ooifi^ tnmult, end confafion. 

As fevcral principal ntcmbers of the miniftry were deeply 
engaged in the fupport of the South Sra company, they cm- 
ployed their influence with the bank to fupport its credit i 
and at length that corponcion, wiA mch reludaoce, agreed 
to Ibfaforihe into the Aoek of the Sovth Sea oompanf, valued 
at four hundred per cent, three miliions fiiw 'hundred -tfaou- 
iknd pounds, whidi the company were to repay to the badk 
on Lady-day and Michaelmas of the enfuing year. Books 
were opened at the bank to take in a fubfcription for the 
fupport of public credit, and confiderabie fums of money 
were brought in^ the ftock rofe, and the expedient effe^ually 
aafwtttd ^ de%n of the contriveES, by •eiMbling them to 

realize! 
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realize* without any great lofs : however, the enfuing bank- Ltma v. 
niptcy of goldiiniths, and the fword^blade company, occa- 
iioned foch « run upon the bank, that die money was paid 
ftway &fler than it was received on fubfcriptbn $ and the di- 
reOors of the bank, feeing themielveB in danger of being 
involved in die rain of the South Sea company, renounced 
an agreement which they were under no legal obligation to 
perform. 

DiaArroiMTMBNT and defpair again feized the minds of 
the numerous adventurers; and the clamour of the people 
increafing to an alarming height, exprefles vrere lent to die 
King, who was at this time at Hanover, to haflen his return* 

His Majcfty arrived in England uu the eleventh day of De- 
cember, and the parliament was aiTemblcd on the eighth of 
the preceding month. The South Sea buiinefs came imme* 
diately under confideration; the direftors were ordered to 
produce an account of all their prooeedtngSj a bill palled 
both houfts, and was enafted into a law, for retraining the 
fttb-govemor, deputy-governor, dire^rv, treafiirer, under- 
treafurcr, calliicr, lecrctary, and accoinptauts of the South- 
Sca company, from quitting the kingdom till the end of the 
next fefllons of parliament j alfo for difcovering their eftates 
and effirds, in order to pfcvent them from being tnniiwrttd 
or alienatedi and « committiec of fecrtcy was cboftn by 
Vol. I. R r ballot 
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LiTTM v, ballot to examine all the books, papers, and proceeding;?, 
relating to the execution of the South Sea ad:. The fub 
and deputy-governors, the direiSlors and o£Bicers of the South 
Sea company* were examined at die bar of die houfe, and 
after the eacaminatwm a bfll waa brought In, difabling them 
to enjoy any office in that company, or in the Eaft-India 
company, or in the bank of England : nor did the vengeance 
of parliament flop here; an order was? made to fecure the 
books and papers of Knight, Surman, and Turner ; the per- 
fona of Sir George Cafwell, Sir John Blount, and Sir John 
Lambert, were taken into cuAodyj Sir Theodore Jaoflbo* 
Mr. Sawbridge, Sir Robert Chaplain, and Mr. Eyles, were 
expelled the houfe» and apprehended ; orders were given to 
remove all directors of the South Sea company from the places 
they poflcflcd under the government, and their cftates were 
confifcated by ad of parliament. 

As my very wordiy grandfather, Mr. Jacob Sawbridge 

was among thofe fuilerers who were deemed public delin* 
quents, whofe eflates were confifcated, whofe perfons were 
imprifoncd, and who fufFcrcd the difgrace of difablement 
from bearing office, and expulfion from the houfe, 1 cannot 
leave this fubjo^ without informing you, my friend, if the 
concurrent teftimony of all his cotemporaries has not yet 
reached your cars, that my grandfather, though carried along 

vitb 
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with the tide of other men's iniquity, was Co perfedly free urria v. 
from any intention or inclinatioa to defraud die public* that 
he was never once-accufed of being let into the fecret prac- 
tices of Knight, and other of the guilty diredors, that he 

always publicly and privately exclaimed againft every unfair 
means taken by the dirctition to give an unnatural rile to the 
ilock i and that it was generally acknowledged that the go- 
vernment, in order to appeafe the clamours of an enraged 
people, confounded the innocent with the guilty ; and be- 
fides this, they were fo ihamefully partial in die diftribution 
of juftice, that ievtnd of the members of both houiec of 
parliament, though deeply engaged with the diredors in the 
notorious offences charged againfl them, cfcaped punifhment. 
Air. Aillabie alone, %viio had been the moll forward in the 
promoting the South ^ fcheme, was expelled the houfe, 
and committed to the tower. 

After the vengeance of die public had been in ibme 

meafure appeafed by the ruin which had fallen on the cflates 
and property of the projectors and diredtors of the buuth Sea 
icheme, the parliament entered into means for the repairing 
in lome meafure the lofs which had been fuflained by indi- 
viduals. The capital llocfc of the company In their corporate 
capacity exceeded by thirteen miUiotis the flock allotted to' 
all the proprietors J feven millions of this flock was cnadtod 
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by law to be paid to the public, and the femainder Wtt to 

be divided among all the proprietors. 

It was not only to ihe Sondi fcheme that fuch a ]ai*ge. 
number of families owed their ruin. The fptrit of gaming 
once iet afloat was excited by die diimtrical fcheme of eveiy 

knavifh projeftor : one of thele vultures, without explaining 
the advantageous fcheme he pretended to have formed, pub- 
lilhcd propofais for a fubfcription, declaring, that every per- 
fon paying two guineas Ihould be entitled to a fubfcription 
of one hundred pounds : and can you believe it, my friendf 
in one forenoon he received a tbou£uid of tbefe fubicrip- 
tions: in the evening he fet out for another kingdom. New 
companies were every day formed, and the firft nobility of 
the kingdom appeared at their head : the Prince of Wales 
was conftitutcd governor ot the Welch copper company; the 
Duke of Chandos of the York-building; and the Duke of 
Bridgwater fermed a third for building houfcs in London. 

During the influence of thefc delullvc hopes, tlic increafc 
of luxury and vice kept more than equal pace with the ima- 
ginary iDcreafe of riches: individuals of the loweft clafs, 
lifted up in idea to the poffi:ffion of large pcoperty* pampered 
tfaemfelves with rich datntiea, with expenfive wines, puichaled 
fumpcuons fonutuie, appeared In fiimptuous equipages and 

apparel j 



Revokttkn to the frefent Tmrv. 309 

appard j and I have heard that it was in Uiis period of vanitjr ixrvn. 
and extravagance that monopolizers firft iet an advanced price 
on the luxuries and even on the neceflaries of life, and that 
the markets, by the arts and chicanery of trade, never reco- 
vered their ufual moderation. 

The prefbyterians, the difoters of all denominations, and 
the greater number of moralifts, have dated the decline of 
virtue in England to the licentious days of Charles the $e> 
cond : certain it is, that decency of manners, regard to pub-> 
lie liberty and national good, received an irrecovenible check 
from the looie example of a profligate couj l, ^iid from the 
feoffs and revilings of all thofe who, in a vulgar fenfe, were 
called great in the kingdom : and it is too true, my friend, 
that the sra of the Revolution, inftead of introducing a more 
correft and regular fyftem of manners, only added to the pro- 
fligacy then prevailing, the meaner vices of fordid rapaci^ 
and venal corruption. 

It was now generally afTerted, that every man had hia 
price: the iti9t inftances which the times exhibited of felf- 
denial, on the prindples of honor and patriotilm, were re- 
garded as ihe eflfeOs of an emhufiaftic lunacy j the defiors. 
paid no regard to their privileges, but as it enabled them to 
make a lucrative gain of their votes ; the de^ed made the 
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beft market of their purchaied feats; and oppofitton was nxm 
' carried on without other motive than the bringing obfi:iire 

men into notice, and enhancing the price of corraption: and 

yet, my friend, if ever the people of this country had reafon 
to be in a more particular manner vvatciifiil of their political 
fccurity and their national welfare, it was undoubtedly at 
this period, when they had a foreign prince on the throne; a 
prince, who was a ftranger to the laws and cooititution of 
Great-Britain; a prince, who, on all the principles which go- 
vern human afie<Aion, ihicy had reafon to exped was ftrongly 
attached to the arbitrary fyflem of government which prevails 
in every German principality, and whofe predileftion for his 
native country mutt naturally he Increafed by the implicit 
obedience paid by all his hereditary fubje^s. 

Ir any virtue had remained in England, thefe circum- 
Aances of well-grounded diftroft would have awakened the 

attention and the caution of the people but indeed it was 
fo unfortunately the reverfe, that for every law of the con- 
ilitution, if there are any which yet remain unviolated, we 
are entirely indebted to the moderation or die timidity of 
our govemore. 

After the tame fubmifTion paid through the whole em- 
pire to the aA for lengthenin|; the duration of parliaments, 

an 
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an wliich in its obvious confjcjuenccs took away every lstte* v. 
uictui power from the people, and changed the conltitution 
to the very v^orA fpecies of government, namely, to that of 
% monarchy fupported by ariftocrsicy» yoa will not be fur- 
prized, my fiiend, that on the fame (hallow pretence of tos 
and apprdienfions fiom the Pretender and his adherent, that 
dangerous machine, a ftanding army, to the amount of above 
fixteen thoufand men, was granted to the King by parlia- 
ment, though in the time of profound peace, and acquicfced 
in by the people : and to render it yet more inimical to the 
fafe^ of the fubjeft and the freedom of the conilitution, 
magna charta, and all the ialutary ftatutes which guard the 
lives of individuals from acbitraty judgment,, widiout any 
plea or pcetence from any danger or inconvenience which had 
arifen from legal modes of trial, were fet afide in all circuni- 
fiances which rcfpcded martial offences ; and this body of 
men, who from their particular fituation are naturally too 

much dependent on the Sovereign, expofed to the lafh of an. 
• 

arbitrary jurifdadion, nominatad a court martial in all cafis 
of corporal punilhmen^ even to the touching their lives.. 
Ixi die year 1717-18 an aft palled to this purpofe, in which 
forty-fix articles of war are enumerated, and where the pu- 
nifhment for the feveral offences committed againfl; thefe. 
articles are fines, impriiboment, whipping, and death. 
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LiTTKR y. In the ad which fettled the crown of Great-Britairt in 

fuccelTiun on the Hanover line, among federal wile limita- 
tions, were the following provifoes : 

That in cafe the mwn and imperial dignilj of die refdm 
Ihould hereafter come to any perfon not being a native of the 
kingdom of England, the nation ihould not be obliged to" 

engage in any war for the defence of any dominions or terri- 
tories which do not belong to the crown of England, without 
the confcnt of parliament : 

That no petibn who ihould hereafker come to the poi&f- 
fitrn of dhe crown ihould hereafter go out of the dominiont 
of England, Scotland, or Ireland, without conient of par- 
liament. 

Tub falutary limitations, my friend, which are to be found 
in this aft weie^ to the eternal difgraceof whiggiiiai, rqiealed 
by the whig iaftioo $ and the provt^s were fo ill k^t, that 
a large inm of Engliih money was given to enlarge the King's 
foreign territories, by the purchalc of Bremen and Vcrden, 
territories taken from tlie King of Sweden by the afiillance 
of England, and then fold to King George by the King of 
Denmark. 

Om 



■-.lyui^uo uy Google 



On the pidence of rqniriiig the grols defeda, and to Lima 
prevent the perniciooi con&ijuences of the peace of Utrecht. > 
bitt in reality to deprive the Pretender and his party of 
any afTiftance from the French government, or any flicker 
in the Fxench dominions, a triple alliance was formed be- 
tween Gfeat-Britain» France, and Holland ; to this slliance 
the Emperor afterwards acceded i and the contrading par- 
ties engaged to compel, by force of arms, the Kings of Spain 
aiid 5ard;nu to accept the following conditions: 

His Catholic Maje% was to renounce all rights and claims 
to die dominions of the Emperor in Italy or the Netherlands, 
and to renounce die right of re?erfion of Sicily to the crown 

of Spain, which he had refervcd to himfelf in the treaty of 
Utrecht: 

The duchies of Tu&any, Panna, and Placeatia,' wece to be 
accounted for ever as male fiefs of the empire, and were to 

defcend, in dciauk oi' nuie heii^, to the Queen of Spaiai 
ddeft ion: 

* 

LcgiMm m to fUMhi a fiee parts ^ the King of Spain 
was to yield to hit Im the town Porto Longone, with what 
Vol. I. • 5 f he 
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icrrtft V. he poi&fled in the ifland of Elba, as Coon as the Prince of 
Spdn ihoold he in .poiSeffion of Tufcany; none of theft 
^uchies were to be pofleflfed by a Prince who ihould at the 
fame time be King of Spain; aor was die King of Spain ever 
to taice upon himfelf the guardian/hip of that Prince : 

The King of Sicily was to reilore that Icingdom to the 
Emperor within two months, at fartheft, after the ratifica- 
tion of die treaty : 

In return, the Emperor was to give to die King of Sicily 

the ifland of Sardinia, which he was to enjoy with tlic utlc 
of King; but the rcveiTion, in default of heirs male> was to 
be refervcd to the crown of Spain» 

Thb improvement of commerce, my friend, may ondoabt- 
edly be reckoned among the arts of peace; and it is nnder 

the benign infiiicnce of the olive branch, aud not by conqueft 
and rapine, that focietics flourifli and grow rich. I have 
taken fome hberty myfelf in ridiculing the cautions timidity 
of James the Firil ; hat undoubtedly die large foundationf 
of the trade of England were laid in the ceign of this mo* 
narch : and when I eonfider the tremendous amount of our 
national debt, with all its baiitiul cunfequences, I cannot 
help wishing that the fuccc^brs of this Solomon of the 

Englifh 
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Engliih nation had poffdTed the pacific -difpofition of tlicir 
gfeat Jbunder. 

The gencfal commerce of many years would undoubtedly 
have made up for the inadequatenefs of the peace of Utrecht; 

but it has ever been, and, I believe, ever will be, the bane of 
this country, while it exifts as an independent ibciety, to 
rufli into unneceiTary aud expenUve wars ; to give up all the 
fruits of vety dear-bought conquefts in the patching up of 
hafly treaties of peace j and when ^e nation is juft on ^e 
point of emerging out of the poverty which war produces, 
die paroxyfnw of Quixote rage return, and we are again, 
without the plea of necefiity, or even rati nul cuuie, fud- 
denly thrown into all the horrors and diilreiTes of war. 

"^HS peace of Utrecht, after % tedious war of thirteen 
years, was concluded in the year fourteen; and it was not 
three years after when we were again inyolved in a rupture 

with Sweden and Spain, two nations whole coiiuiicfcc were, 
above all others, highly beneficial to England. The comply- 
ing Commons, however, without any heiitation, paffed a bill 
prohibiting all commerce with Sweden % voted ten thouland 
ieamen for the cnfuing yeari granted a million for the main- 
tenance of guards, garrilbns, and land forces; four and twenty 
thoufand pounds for the payment of four battalions from 

S f a Muniler, 
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LiTTM V. MunAer, and two from Saxe Gutha» wiiich the King hftd 
taken into his iervice to fupply the place of fuch as mi^t 
be dnwn from the garrifims of the StatBs-General to die ai^ 
fiflanoe of Bogland, during an t a pefli e d rdidlioni fiir the 
King of 3wedeOft it ieeoM* had thrcttened aa invifioii, and 
had oorrefponded with the Engliih malecontenta. 

The bill for mutiny and defertion was paiTed this ieffionsi 
bat the lojal^ and liberality of the ComasoDa were not equal' 
to the e3q)e6btions or the neceflitiea <^ the Mooardii and 
Mr. Secretaiy Stanhope brooght a mcffiig^ from hit MajcAy. 

demanding an extraordinary fupply, that he might be the 

better enabled to kcure his dominion^ agamil the danger 
with which they were threatened from Sweden. 

Thb appcebeoBont of invafioa from abroad* and an nnna* 
tuial rebellion at hcnne, are aignments whidi, ftom the pe- 
riod of the Revolution, -every minifter has fucccfsfully afed 
to carry on unconibtutional and unpopular meafures. 

It was veiy juffly confidered as a mere pretence 1^ the 
oppofition ; and on diefe groimds it was propofed, that part 
of the army flioald be difbanded, and the money applied to« 

wards the making good fuch new engagjcmcnts as were 
deemed neccflkry. 'This proposal iharcd the fame fate as 

every 
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evcrj' other propofal advantageous to the country had done Lstter v. 
iiace the period of the Revolutioa, when the bafc method 
of go?eraing by tbc arte of corraption was firft fonned into 
ft Kgolar j^dbm: howe?cr, after leveral fucceflive debates*, 
the fdblutioii for a fupply was carried bj four voices only. 

The formidablcncrs of tiie quadruple alliance did not ter- 
rify the King of Spain into a fubmiiiioa to the conditiooft 
which that aliianoe attempced to ioipofe. fiy the care and 
vigilance of his prime miaiilcr Cardinal Alfaerani, he equip* 
ped a very powerful anaament, which in the beginning of 
June let (ail from Barcelona towards Italy, with die inten- 
tion to attack Sicily; but, to the great mortification of Ins 
Catholic Majefty, his fleet, near Uie point of Faro, was met 
by a Arong fquadron of EngUfii Ihips, under the command 
of Sir George Byngj an engagement cn(aed> and the SpaniOk 
fleet was totally tooted and deftroyed* 

Tuts foccefs, thotigh great, did not pnc aft end to tfao 

contefl : an invafion was. attempted in Scotland in favor of 
the Pretender; but, like all other attempts of the fame kind, 
it only drew in a iew entboiiaAic friends the fanuly, 
and ierved as a pnetance fot eiriafgijqg the iea and land' 
cftd>liihments in ^England, and to zaife ibmfrmiUiiMM on ^ 
people in the wwf of an txtsnidittuy foppfy« 
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LiTTiiL V. The death of tlic King of Sweden, in the year 1717* by 
a cunnoii ball before Frederic kiUdz, accelerated to the King 
of England the undiilurbed poilei&on of the duchies of Bre- 
men and Verden % and in the year following, when bis Ma- 
jefty* who veiy frequently vifited thefe fkvorite dominioni» 
was at Hanover, he concluded a trea^ with Ulrica, the 
Queen of Sweden, by which he obliged himfelf, for the fur- 
rcndcr of the forcmcntioned duchies, to pay to Sweden a 
million of rixdoUars, and to renew, as King of Great- Britain 
and £ledor of Hanover, the alliances formerly fubfifting be- 
tween hia predeceilbrt and the Sovereigns of that kiDgdom. 

The King of Spain, finding himfelf furrounded aiid alone 
amongft a hoil of foes, (for the Imperial and French armies 
were now in aftion in Italy, whilfl the Englifh navy lay at 
hand to aflift the allies) at length fubmitted to a £ile which 
he was in no conditbn to witfiftand j and, giving up his pre- 
tenfions to the kingdom of Sicily in the year 1719, acceded 
to the quadruple alliance* 

Though you will find, my friend, through the whole of 
this long narrative, that I (hall have vciy iew inftances to 
telaie of conftitational points carried againft the goienifflen^ 
yet, in the inore early period of corruption, it was not vrith-* 
out ibme difficulty that the miniiby weie enabled to puirfue 

meafures 
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ttcaTufes diametricaUy oppofite to the intcreft of the nation, lkttm v. 
The payment <^ the debts of the civil'liA» amounting to five 
hundred and fifty thouland pounds, was not carried without 
warm oppofitton,- though his Majefly declared a rdblution of 

retrenching his civil lift cxpcnccs for the future; and, to avoid 
laying any new burthen on the people, propofcd, that the 
money raifcd on the occafion lliould be paid by a deduction 
to be made out of the faiaries and wages of all offices, and 
the penfions and other payments from the crown. On the 
receipt of the King's melSige, importing that he had agreed 
to pay a fubfidy to the crown of Sweden, a very hot debate 
arofe, in which the meafures of admintftration were animad* 
verted on with great freedom and fpirit. Sir William Wind- 
ham declared himfclf againfl the fubfidy to Sweden, as an 
unneceflary charge; and the Lord Molefworth, a Aeady friend 
to die caufe of liberty* and the particular interefts of his 
countiyi declared, that Great~Britain, by its late conduA, 
was become the illj to the i^ltole world, and a bubble to , 
all its allies j that the alliance widi Sweden was a matter of 
great intricaty and nicety, bccauli; the treaties which England 
had at divcrfc times made with Sweden were partly contra* 
dt&ory; that the engagements lately entered into with that 
crown were in ibme meaOire contrary to die treaties fubfiflt* 
ing with Denmark, particularly, as to the iecusing to the 
poke of Holftein the dnchy of Sefwich, and diredly oppofito 

to 
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utTM ^\ to the meafures formerly concerted with the Czsr of Muf- 
€Ovy> in order to engage him Co dbeck the fiercenefs «nd ^ 
ambition of the King of Sweden $ that it fiemed unrealbtt* 
able to exped that die Ctax ftoold reftore his cooqtiefts, 

whilft other princes kept the fpolls of Sweden; and there- 
fore, in order to engage the Czar to yield what he had gained, 
it was but juft that the King of Prufiia fhould give up Stettin^ 
«nd the eledor of Hanover, Bremen and Verden. 

To dieie obfenrations Lord MoIefWordi, who never loft an 

opportunity of enlarging on thofe diftrefTes which nations 
incur from the fervile difpofition of the fpecics, added, that 
the diftre^d condition to which the Swedes had been re- 
dnced was worthy of compaffion^ but, on the other band« 
tfa^ had been the authors of dieir own misjfbitunetj by their 
4ame fubmiffion to a deljiotic, tyrannical prince, and by ia- 
crificing their whole fubftance to enable him to carry on his 
nnjuft, rafli, and ambitious dcfigns, and that any nation who 
followed their example deferved the fame fate. 

Among odier ob&rvatioas. Lord Mole^worth took notSoe 
of die hard uiage of the fubjeds of Mecklenburgh from 
their prince, which ufage he infinuatcd to have been the 
cauic of the late rupture with the Czar : but let thcfe mat- 
ters Aand as they might, England ought not to meddle in the 

a&in 
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affairs of the Continent: the getting of naval ftores for our Littm v. 
Ihipping, Lord Molefworth ob£:nred» was the main advan- . 
tage we reaped from our trade in the Baltic ; but if due en- 
couragement was given to ibme of our plantations in Ame^ 
rica, we might be fupplied from thence at a much cheaper 
rate than from Sweden and Norway. 

This (hrewd fpeaicer, my friend, in the courfe of his 
ipeech, obierved, that hemp was a very neceflary commodity, 
particularly at this junAure j and the farcafin had no other 
efied than what, in thefe modem times, has often moved 

to feme warmth of refentment your patriotic fpirit, namely, 
to raife a loud laugh in the houft;; and on the qucflion's 
being put, that a fupply be granted to his Majefty to enable 
him to make good the engagements he had entered into with 
the crown of Sweden, it was carried in the affirmative by 
one hundred and nineiy-ieven voices ^inft one hundred and 
thirty-iix. 

TkotTOH the powerful engine, corruption, was in general 
the efficient cauie which produced that entire complacency 
of parliament to the wiU of the crown, ib unfimilar to the 
conduA of thefe aflfemUies in more ftubbom times, yet, my 
friend, it was fbmetimes owing to an indifcreet zeal to pre- 
fcrve the protcftant fucccflion j a zeal frequently heated and 

Vol. I. T t alarmed 
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iBTTiK V. alarmed by the iinpotcnt attempts of" the jacobites to bring 
us back to the doniinion of a popiih prince; a circumllance 
at this time more dreadful to the nation than poverty, flaveiy, 
▼ice, and immorality j and a circttmAaoce which, for diefe 
realbna, the court never failed to avail itldf .of, when the - 
people were to be pillaged, to enlarge or lecure the foreign 
territories of their prince, or to increafc his power at home, 
by the facrificc of fome of thofc principles in the conflitution, 
which the wildom of our anccltors had eflabliflicd as necef- 
liuy fecurities to prcferve the freedom of the people, agaioft •. 
the power of the prince. 

In the beginning of May, feventeen hundred and twenty- 
one, it was reported that the King had received of the Duke 
of Orleans full and certain information of a fre(h confpiracy . 
againft his perfon and government j a camp was immediately 
formed in Hyde>park{ tbe.militaiy officers ordeced. to repair - 
to their refpedive commands ; Lieutenant-general Maccartr* 
ncy difpatched to Ireland to bring over a body of troops from 
that kingdom ; the vStatcs of JIolLinJ were defired to have 
their auxiliary or guaranty troops in readine/s to be em^ 
barked i Colonel Churchill was lent; to the court of France 
with a private commiffion i and (p(ne .fofpe^d peribns, werar . 
apprebendefi in Scptland, 

Thbsc 



■-.lyui^uo uy Google 



Revolution to the pre/ent lime, 323 

These great preparations, my friend, 'which by the bye Lvttkk v. • 
were on the eve of a new parliament, where a more warm 
cppofition was cxpcdlcd than any the miniilry had yet fuf- 
tained, had all their intended eifeiA: the apprehenfions of 
the people ran fo high that they even affe^ed the public cre- 
dit I South-^a ftock began' to fall j and it waa followed by a 
jgreat and uncommon run on the baiik. ■ 

On a letter written by the King's command, by Lord 
l^ownihend* one of the fecrctarics of ftate, to the Mayor of 
London, fignifying that his Majefty had received unquef* 
tionable advices that feveral of his fubje£ts had entered into a 
wicked confpiiacy, in concert with traitors abroad, for rai- 
fing a rebellion in fevor of a popiHi pretender, the court of 
aldermen immediately affenibled, an alTcctioiiate addrefs was 
returned, and the example of London was followed by the 
greater number of cities and boroughs in the kingdom. 

Among the indivtduals, my frieiid« who fufiered in the 
liberty of their perfons on this tremendous occafion, were 
Atterbury bifliop of Rochefter, the Earl of Orrery, the Lords 
North and Grey, Cockran and Smith from Scotland, Chrif- 
topher Layer a young (hident of the Temple, George Kelly 
an Irifh clergyman, Robert Cotton of Huntingdonihire,Bing- 
ley, Fleetwood, and Nsynoe an Irifli prieft* 

T t a On 
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X.ITTIK V. On the meeting of the new parliament they were made 
. acquainted by the mouth of his Majefty of the nature of the 
cooipinicyi the conipinitors* he told diem, had, by their 
Cffijflanes, made the ftrongeft inAances for fuccoors ftcm fo- 
reign powers, but were difappointed in dieir expedadonsj 
neverthelcfs,' confiding in tlieir numbers, they relblvcd once 
more, upon their own ftrcngth, to attempt the fubvcrfion of 
his govcrnmcnti they had provided, he fald, confidcrable 
fums of money, engaged great numbers of officers from 
abroad, fecured large quantities of arms and ammunition % 
and, had not the plot been timely difcovered, the whole na* 
tion, and particularly the city of London, would have been 
involved in blood and confafion. 

To this formidable reprefentatlon, delivered from the fa- 
cred lips of a King, Mr. Robert Walpole, the prime mini- 
Her, added the ttorj of a ddign to feiz« the Bank and the 
Exchequer, and then proclum the Pretender on the Royal- 
Exchange: and however problematical you, and other fceptici 
in politics, my friend, might have thought tills tale, I do 
alTurc you, it had luch an cfFe€l on the audience, that a bill 
for rufpcndiog the habeas corpus a^k for a whole year pailed 
the two houfes without much difficulty, and, as you may 
well imagine, hnmedtately received du royal aflent. But, 
however* it is to be noticed* that in the |»oteft of ibme few 
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difleatting Lords, they take notice that this deteftable confpi- Kittm v> 
msy, which occafioned the fafpenfion, had been* di&overed' 
and fignified to the city of London five months before the 
meeting of the parliament; that ieveral had been imprifoned 

for it a confiderable time paft ; and therefore the protcftors 
did conceive it to be highly unreafunuble to luppofe that tiic 
danger of the plot, in the hands of a faithful and diligent 
miniftry, would continue for a year and more yet to comei 
and that in lb high a degree as to require a fufpeniion of the 
liberty of the iubjeft during that length of time. 

In the midll of th^t liigh panic whicii the alarm given 
from the throne had occafioned, an original and printed copy 
of a declaration, figned by the Pretender, and dated at Lucca 
on the twentieth day of September, feventeen hundred and 
twenty-two, fourteen days before the meeting of parlia- 
ment, was ient by his Majefly to the houle of Lords : this 
curious paper appeared to be a propoftl addreflcd to the fub- 
jeds of Grtat-Britain and Ireland, as wdl as to all foreign 
princes and ftates ; it mentioned the violation of the freedom 
of clcdions, which, in the way of bribery, threats, oppref- 
five meaiures of landlords to tlicir tenants, open violations of 
the peace at the time of ele&ion, and undue proceedings in* 
the houfe of Commons in dieir judgment on returns, had 
been very flagrant in- this ceign; it mentioned a. variety of 

Inventions^ 



Digitized by Google 



- ^326 Tie H^hry - tf EngkHd^ 'frm Ut 

Atrm Y. inventioos' to give a coloor to new oppreflkms, infamoQs in- 
formers* and the ibte of piolcnpticui to t^ieh erery honeft 
4nan was fiibjefted; and it very 'gnvely ptopeffld* that if 
King George would telinquifb to the right heir the throne 
of Britain, the right heir, in retoni for fiach.an lioadl'COn- 
cefllon, would bcftow upon dse- Aid King George'lhe titie of 
King in his native dominions ; and it ended with a prcmifc 
to leave to King George his iucccHion to the Britiih domi- 
jiioos fecure, wheoevsr in- due courie- his- natural right fliould 
talLc place. 

Though this declaration oan be confidered bythejtfdi- 
x;ious in no other light than as the brav udo of a difappomtcti, 
defperate man, yet at this time it fervcd to corroborate the 
hi^iy exaggerated sdations Avhiofa had heen 'let -forth 4>y the 
government, rad .gave a ftnftion, or rather •« <being, to the 
» oppreffioos whidi ibUowed : die deokuation was, «n up* 

per'honi^ upammoufly tefiiiyed to he « ftke, inlbleitt, and 
traitertRis Ubel» and ordered to be burnt at the Royal-Ex- 
change : both houfcs joined in an addrefs, expreffing their 
utmoil allooithment at the iurpnfmg inlblence of the Pre- 
tender, aodioffiiring ins Maje% that they ime detenmned 
i» fuf^pOfC Ua tide (to the eiewn widi dwir1im«id for- 

One 
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One bill was prepared by the Commons, for railing one Lctti*. v, 
hundred thoufand pounds upon the real and peribnal dlates 
of all.papifts, or pedbns edttotttdm tbcipopiih religioiVy to- 
wards, definqriag the cacpences oc c afi o ned hy Iat» rebdlion 
and difiwdcraj and tmothcr, obligwg all pcrfons being papifts 
in Scotland* and all perfbns. in OreauBritatn rrfufing and. 
neglecting to take the oaths appointed for the.fecurity of the 
King's perlbn and igovernmeut, la regiilcr their names aud. 
real, eliate$. • 

Tbb £ift of diefe hS^t my ^end^ waa ftienuouily oppofof 
byleveral members, as. a Ipeciea of periecutioni and ttts-worx^ 
thy oblervation,.thatdie prime minifter* Mr.Robert WUpoIe,-. 
after he had reprelented the dangers the nation had 'been in-,-, 

ever fmcc the Reformatiorij from the conftant endeavors of " 
papills to fubvcrt our happy conllitution, and the protcfUnt 
religion, by the mod cruelj violent, and onjuitifiable me-- 
diods, declared,' that^c weold itot^take upon him- to* charge - 
any particular pedon among ^hem with- being concerned in ■ 
the prefent. horrid conipiracy i however^ on the demerit of- ' 
paft olfoices, the- bill was carried in the affirmative by two 
hundred and feventeen votes againft one hundred nnd fixty- 
eightj and amoog the,Lord« 1 do not iind. that it met TCith.. 
$ttjiL warm oppofitiaQ. . 

ThB8» 
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LtTTtB. V. These pecuniary puniilimcnts, my incnd, were followed 
with the trial, the convitftion, and the exccutioa of hayvTf 
and though Layer, in his examiofttioa befiwe a committee 
of the hoofe of Commons, ddier oottld not, or would not 
difcovcr the particulars of the coofpiracy, yet it was reported 
to the houie by Mr. Pultney, the chairman of the committee 
of examination. That it appeared iroin tlic examination of 
Layer and others, that a dcteilablc and horrid confpiracy had 
been formed and carried on by peribns of figure and diAinc- 
tion, and their agents and inibuments, in coojundion witli 
traitors abroad, for invading diefe kingdcnna with foreign 
forces i for raifing infurreftions and a rebellion at homej for 
feiztng the tower and the city of London; for laying violent 
hands on the pcrfons of his moft facrcd Majefty and the 
Prince of Wales, in order to fubvert our prcfcnt happy con- 
ftitution in church and ilate, by placing a popifli Pretender 
on the throne: That the firft intention of the confpiratcnrs was 
to procure a body of foreign troops to invade the kingdom at 
the time cf the late elections, but the conipirators, being dis- 
appointed in this expedlation, refolved to make an attempt at 
the time that it was generally believed the King was at lla- 
nover, by the help of fuch othcers and foldiers as could pais 
into England unobierved from abroad, under the command 
of the late Duke of Ormond, who was to have landed in 
the river with a great quantity of arms, provided in Spain for 

that 



L^iy ii^uo uy Google 



Rrtnbtttau fa the prejent Tlnwf. * 329 

* " . 

that parpofe, gt which time the Tower was to have been littik v. 
ietzed : That tl^s fchemcf being affo defeated by the vigilaAce 

of the govern incut, they deferred their cnterprize till the 
breaking up of t];c camp, and in the mean tiaie employed 
their agents to corrupt and kduce die officers and foldiers of 
th6 army : That it appeared from fcvcnil letters f.nd circum- 
ibnces that the late Duke of Ormond, the Doke of Norioik, 
the Earl of Otrery, the Lords North and Grqr,/and the 
Bifliap of Rochefter, were concerned in theconfpiracyi that 
their ading agents were Ghriftophcr Layer and John Plun- 
ket, Dennis Kellvi George Kelly, and 1 homas Carte, non- 
juring clergymen, Naynoe the Irifli pricft, lately drowned in 
*. the riYer Thames in attempting to snake his efcape from the 
xtteflenger's houie«-a Mrs. Spdmah alias Yallop, and John ' . 
Sample. 

It is to he ohferved, that the confpirators were charged 
with the ablurd condud of having made application to 
• the regent of France, who was well known to be inti- 
mately connieded with the King of Great-Britain,' and that 
no evidence did appear to ground any proceis againft 'the 
Duke of Norlblk, die Earl of Orrery, and the Lords North 
and Grey ; but Attcrbury, bifhop of Rochefter, a man of 
fliining parts and abilities, though narrow and limited in his 
notions of gpyernment and policy, and clofely QomcQxd 
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t.t«Tmft V, with Queen Anne's laft tory miniftry, had been too eloquent 
in the houfe of Lords, and -too a^ve in conftitutional oppo« 
fition, to eftape with impunity. On the' mere evidence of 
lieariay and conjedure, a bill of pains and penalties pafled' 
the lower houfe ; the Billiop declined making any defence ' 
to the Commons, and the hill was kut up tu ihc Lords. On 
the trial before that allembiy it appears, that the only evi- 
dence on which tbey could ground the colour of a proof 
a^inft the Biibop was certain decypliered letters, which* 
taken fimply, carried no treaibn in them, but whicb were 
wrefted into treafon by a name in the direction of one of 
'them, which was fftid t<} be a cant name of . the Pretender's; ' 
and in this cafe the oaths of the clerks of the poft- office were 
taken as afafficicnt evidence for their being the hand-writing 
of Kelly, amaauenfis to the Bifhop ; nor were the decy- 
pherers, or die cleriu of tlie office, fuffered- to anfwer the 
delinqtteot thoie queftions which he bought necefliuyft»r .' 
his defence* nor was Kdly, die iecretary, pennitted to be • ' 
examiood. 

These unfair dealings, my friend, are very dangerous pre~ 
cedents of inquifitorial power. The Diike of Wharton, in a 
long fpeech, (hewed the weaknefs, the iofofficiency, die con- 
tradi^on, in every part of the evidence which was broitght 
Againft the priioner} and added, that fudi proeeedings, like 
* " ^fyphus s 
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Syiyphus's ftone, frequently rolled back on thofe who were LiTTia v. 
th^ chief prapnoters of them. Lord Cowper» who had taken 
die lame fide of the queftion with the Duke of Wharton, at 
die dole of a long hanmgue> in which he fully proved die , 
' infuffictency of legal or even probable evident* addrefled 
the houfc in the following manner : 

** My I^rds, 

*' Upon the whole matter I take this bill to be derogttoiy 
" to the dignity of the parliament in general, to die dignity 
** of the houfe in particular! I take the pains and penalties 

*• in it to be much greater or lefs than theBirtlop defervcs; l' 
*' take every individual branch of the charge againft him to 
** be unfupported by any evidence ; I think there are no 
«« grounds for any private opinion of the fiifliop's guilt, but 
*' what afiles from private prejudices." 

Theke were ieveral odier Lords who exerted them- 

fclves with warmth in the Biftiop's favor; but the Duke 
of Wharton and Lord Cowper were the two capital fpeakers; 
they argued with a prccifion which mufl have Convinced 
every undetermined voter; but, my friend, they argued in ■ 
vain j die matter had been fixed in the cabinet, and the bill 
of pains and penalties pafied by a majority of forty, i. e. 
eighty-three againft forQ^-thtee. The pains and penalties 

U u 2 which 
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LiTTBt V. which this bill cnaflcd againll: the I'ufFerer were, the depri- 
vation of all his offices, dignities, and benefices eccleludical 
vhatfoeven diiablement of taking* holding, or enjc^ing any 
office, 'digni^, benefice, or isnkployment, within the realm^ 
or tsxf other his Majei^s dominions, and alfo of ufing or 
exercifing any office, fun^on, •authority, or power, eccle* 
liallical or civil that he Hiould be for ever banifhed the 
realm, and all other his Maje(ly's dominions, and (hould 
depart out of the f;inie before the twcnty>fifth of June, ie->. 
venteen hundred and tweoty^thrce. 

That all perfons who Should, from and after the faid 

twenty-fifth of June, be aiding p.nd affifting to his return 
into the realm, or any other his Majcily's dominions, or 
(hould harbor or conceal him within the fame, or any of 
them, being thereof lawfully c^nvidfced, Ihould be adjudged 
guilty of felony, and flionld fuffer or forfeit, as in -ca&s 
felony, without benefit of cletgy. 

The lame penalty, my friend, was annexed to the hold- 
ing correfpondcnce with the iiilbop, without exception to 
any perfons whadbever ; and to make it ilill more binding^, 
every offence committed againft the ad was to be tried in 
any county, within the realm of Great-Britun.. 

This 
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This fevere bill differs in the laft article from that which LtTTM v, 
.in Charles the Second's time had paiTed againft the £ari of 
Clarendon ; yet, ts Lord Cowpier obferved, Lord Cla^ 
rendon had fled from his-profecutton and retired bqrorid Tea, 

and the crimes alledged againfl him were too apparent to- 
need any witnelles* 

The punilhiiient of the Bifliop of Rochefter was a blow 
levelled at the whole faigh-church party, who looked up to 
this prelate as their chief ornament and fupport : the whole 

kingdom rcfoundcd with their complaints, and even their 
execrations, on the occafion : they reprefcntcd the indignity 
as an outrage upon the church of England and the epifcopal. 
ordef ; and carried their zeal fuch venturous lengths, as to 
ofi^r up public prayers for his health in almoft all the • 
churches and chapels in London and Wcftminfter. Not Co 
£ncere the conduit or warm the zeal of the tory fa^on,, 
with whom theBi(hop had been ftridly connededj for -either 
rendered timid by the terror widi which the conspiracy had. 
filled the minds of all men, or willing to compliment an^ 
eftabliflied minifter in a point on which the government- 
were warmly fet, they all left the houfe in a body when thfe 
bill, was brought into.the Commons.. 
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i<TT«a V. The remaining part of the hillory of George the Firft« • 
my friendf is barren of all events which can give any fcope 
to the genius of an biftorical writer, and entirely dq>rives 
an author of the fuperUtive pleafute of ftriking the imagina- 
tions of his readers either with pleafure or admiration : in 
ihort, it contains a tedious repetition of intricate and con- 
tradiftory treaties, all formed with the view of fc».uriiig the 
King's daminions on the Continent, and to deprive the lub- 
jeds at home <»f any hope <^ a change of ruinoua meafures 
by a change of perlbns at the helm of government j and it 
» contains a tedious repetition of the proftitute condu^ of par- 

liaments, who laviihly granted the people's mon^r for no 
other end but the purpofcs mentioned above, and for the 
corruption of the people at large, in a manner as ihould ren- 
der them the willing inftruments of the deflrudlion of the ' 
national wdiare abroad, and the undermining their own pri- 
vileges at home. 

To enable the King to fulfil fome new engagements which 
he had entered into with the Kings of Pruilia and Denmark, 
for the fole purpofe'and with the ible view of fecuring fire* 
men an4 Verden, the Commons voted- ten thoufand ieamcn, 
and agreed to maintain four thouiand additional troops which 
had been raifed in the preceding year ; an addition which 

increafed 
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-inceeifed the*cftabU(hineiit.of the land for^t to eighteen Urtt%f. 
. thoafand two hundfed and lixty-fotir men. 

■Mr. Shippcn, a man juftly celebrated for liii ilcady and 
inflexible oppoiition to all' the unconllitutional and ruinous 
meafures which had been purfued through this reign, endea- 
vored to prove> by the iltuation .of affairs both at home and 
abroad, ifaat the addition was unnecefiry, <and coniequently 
, to be avoided, as a dangerous innovation and a needleis ex- 
pence. *' If (fays he) not lb miich as die four dioufand 
** augmentation of troops arc to be parted with ; if thty 
** are to be continued till the pretences of all the princes in 
« Europe (ball be adjuiled, till the different interefls of dif- 
ferent nations £hall be reconciled, till the claim of Bre* 
' men and Verden (hall be fully iettled and acqutefced in» 
« tilt the long-expeded form of a congrefs fliall be com- 
. pleted ; I freely own I am not without my apprehenfions 
that our immenfe national debt, inftead of being annnally 
" reduced, will be daily increafed ; that our prefent griev- 
*' ianccSf for grievances we have in the midft of all our 
*' tranquiliQr, inftead of being ^icedily removed, wUl be* . 
** come perpetual* and we miy dream Uefiiogs we may 
*• never enjoy." 



L^iyui^uo uy Google 



33* H^kfy tf England, frm tbi 

LtTTtft V. Mr. Yoiige, a very (bunch friend to the eoverifment» was 
the per/bn appointed -by the miniftry to anfwec Mr. Sbippen; . 
and this gentleman, hi the fpeech he made, on* the occafioOf 
gave the hoafe very fairly to underfland, that however pacific 

might be the appearances, both at home and abroad, it was 
the intention of the higher powers to keep the rod" of op- 
preiTioo Ml impending over the heads of the, people, and 
not to fofier any diminution of the military ftrength: the 
pro^erous iitaation of afiairs, he iaid, die peace with all . 
powers abroad, and the perfcft tranquility at home, being 
in a great mcafure owing to the good pofture wc were in, 
both by icA and land, which made lis refpcikd abroad, and 

■ fccurc at home, it would be imprudence not to continue 
<hofe forces on the iame foot. 

Neithbr the powerful arguments of Mr. Shippen agalnft 

" ♦ • 

ihc augmentation, my ^end, or die iuQxded reafotis <^ * 

« 

Mr. Yonge for its continuance, had any cfFc<5l on the houfe; 
the augmentation was carried by a majority of one hundred 
and feven voicesj all the demanded fuppiies, though cxorbi- 
tant, were granted without befitatkmi and a deficiency of 
above five hundred fboufand pounds in j£b» civil lift wm 
made up in the iame mannec and by the iame means m the 
fyxm deficiency had been msHe up three years belbre. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Pullnly, who bad moved for an addrefs, that an tc- utti* 
oo«nt Should be laid before the hoo& of all monies paid for * 
fecret &rvice, penfions* and bountiesj from the twenty-fifth 
day of March in the year one thouland ieven hundred, and. 
one, to the twenty-fifth of tlie fame month in the pielent 
year ll ventcen liundred and twenty-four, urged, that the con- 
fideration of the King's mcflage, relating to the deficiency, 
Ihould be poAponed until the houfc Hiould have examined the 
papers which were the fubjed of the addreia: he eaqwdled bis 
furprize that a debt^ amounting to above five hundred thou- 
&id pounds, had been contraAed in three years; and farcaf- 
tically added, he did not wonder that fome perfons fliould be 
fo eager to make good the deficiencies of the civil lift, fincc 
they and their friends enjoyed fuch a. fhare in that revenue. 

' Tbus fpoke Mr, Pultnqr ; but, lilce every other member 
who ipoke oh the fide of his country, he fpoke in vain. No 
fooner had Knghnd got rid of one expenfive continental con- 

ncdliuti but ll:c was dragged into another: the jarrings of 
the European princes, though it was improbable that they 
could remotely aifeit England, allowed no breathing time to 
this unfortunate country: and as the difierent potentates all 
knew that 'the moft diflant danger of an attempt on the 
King's German dominions threw him in a panic, and that 
die influence he had over venal parliaments made him mafter 
' Vol. I. X X of 
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Uttir V. of the purfe of Great-Britain, they played on his fears, and 
availed themielves of his portiali^.aiid liis power to profecutie 
their own quands and ambidoiu views with Englifli moneyi 
and fStoM, hjr enriching themiclv<68 and impoverifliing a ibr- 
midable maritime ftate, maintained the balance of Europe, 
which our growing greatnei's might liavc ovcrict if wc had 
not fo heartily concurred In poifing the fcales of power. 

On a cloft union which at this time took place between 
the courts of Spain and Vienna, though its terms were per- 

fc«5tly agreeable to the treaty tranfa<5led at London between 
the courts of France and England, the King, who imagined 
he had rcalbn to fear from the Emperor an attempt on his 
German dominions, cook the alarm. A negoctation between 
Praflia, France, and England, took place at Hanover in the 
month of September, fcvciitecu hundred and twenty-feveo, 
and concluded with a defenfive treaty, limited to the term of 
fifteen years, and which implied a mutual guaranty of the 
dominions poflefled by the ctmtradiog parties, their rights 
and privileges, thofe of commerce in particular, and an en- 
gagement to procure fatibfudlion to the prottllan:::. Thorn, 
who had lately been opprei&d by the catholics contrary to 
die treaty of Oliva* 

Tbb 
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" Thb protdbnt caufe, you know, my friend, though it had uttik 
been taken up and forfaken upon every point in which die 
interell, the grandeur, or the caprice of the foVereign was 

concerned, yet ii wai c. bait wliich never lailed to draw in 
gudgeons to the minifter's nctj though it is plain to be 
feen that the King's interef^s in Germany dilated the treaty 
of Hanover, and that articles of commerce and the proteftant 
rdigion were inlerted merely to fecure the approbation of 
die Britifh fttbjeds to die terms of die alliance, they had 
the fame tStOL as if thefe articles were the primary and ible 
end of the treaty. 

Thb King, in his Ipeecfa to the two honfes, gave them to 
underftand, that the diftrefled condition of fome of dieir pto« 
teAant brethren abroad, and die negociations and engage* 
ments contraAed fome foreign powers, which feemed to 
have laid die foundation of new troubles and dulurbanccs in 
Europe, and to threaten his fubjeds with the lois of feveral 
of the moil advantageous branches of their trade, had obliged 
him to concert with odier powers fnch meafures as mig^ 
give • check tb the ambitious views of thofe who were en-* 
deavoiing to rmder themfilviM formidably and put a flop 
to fuch dangerous defigns : the enemies of government, he 
added, were very bufy, by their inftruments and emilTaries 
in thofe courts. Whole meafures feemed mod to favor their 

X z a purpofes. 
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LiTTKn V. purpol'cs, in Ibliciting and promoting the caufc of the 
Pretender. 

The miniilry« yoo may be certain, my friend, did not fait 

to expatiate largely on the hints flung out in his Majefty's 

fpeech; they rung the changes of the defigns of a popilb 
Pretender, the proteilant intcrcft, and the balance of power, 
with their ufual fuccefs; and aflcrted, that the Emperor, and 
the King of Spain, exclufive of the public treaties concluded 
at Vienna, had entered into private engagements, importing, 
that die Imperialifts' ihould join the Spaniards in recovering 
Gibraltar and Port Mahon, by force of arms, in cafe die 
King of England (hould refuie to reftore them amicably, ac- 
cording to a fulcmn promife he had made; that a double 
marriage rtiould take place between the two Infants of Spain 
and the two Archduchefles of Auftriaj and that means (hould 
be taken to place the Pretender on the throne of Britain. 

I 

Horatio Walpole, the brother to the minifter, was the 
chief ipe.iker on tlic fide of the gov erniiiciiu It is to be no- 
' ticed, that he had formerly exclaimed with violence againfl 
that article of the treaty of Utrecht which prevented the 
' houfes of Auftria and Spain from being immediately united 
in the perfon of the Emperor: but time and experience, you 
know, my friend, bring,, conyi&ion of errot to a candid 

mmd i 
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mind ; and this you may, if you pleafe, fuppofe to be the littm v. 
caie with Mr. Walpole* who now enki]ged, with eqoalr 
warmth* on the danger to- which the halance of power would 
be expoied, ihould the iifiie male of the pvojeded marriage 
between the houles of Auftria and Spain at any time poflel» 
the united powers of the Imperial dignity and the crown oS 
Spain. 

Srippbh, the hsaniSt and determined oppoJer of alT cohti*- 
nental conneftions, urged that the treaty of Hanover would* 

engage the Britifli nation in a war for the defence of the- 

King's German dominions, contrary to an cxprefs provilion; ' 
made in the a& of kttleaient. 

Tbbss ob&rvatibns were not only repeated in vain* but^ 
the Commons, to (hew their contempt for the worthy 
ipeaker, and the conditions of the aft of fettlement, in 
their addrefs to the throne, at the laiiic time that they 
^proved the alliance the King had concluded at Hanover^ 
die/ promiied hia Majefty that they would fupport hior 
againft all infults and attacks w4iich Ihould be made upon 
any of his territories, though not belonging to the crown o£ 
Great'firitain.. 

' It- 
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4.BTTia V. It is to be noticed that the King, in his fpeech from the 
-throne on the opening the leflioos of parliament, lafter de« 
claring the great unwilUngners he ever had to pnt hit fub* 
]tGt» to an extiaordinaiy csqience by any unnecefTary precsn* 
tions, affured the two houfes, that if the lupplics they gave 
were t ully and ef^^ally raifed, he (hould be enabled to have 
a ftrong fleet at fea early in the fpring; yet the confequence 
of the Conunona' loyal addreis« containing fuch fUttering 
4ifliicanoei« wai a incflikge defiring an extraordinaty fupply, 
tiut his Maje% might be enabled to augment his nuurittme 
force, and concert inch other aiMihrsi as ftoold be neceflary 
'm the prd'ent conjuncture. 

Aptsji a Aoft debate, in which Mr. Shippen, as on a JRht* 
mer occafion, urged the nnparliameniaiy condud of aiking 
«nd granting fupplies without any cftimaie of die expence, 

die queftion was put, and the extraordinuy fupply carried by 
a majority of eighty-nine votes; a proof of the incrcafmg 
confidence with which his Majefiy 's reign was yearly blelTed, 
fince, on die former oocaiion hinted at above, the miniftiy 
; carried the queftioa by a majority of lour only. 

To Ihew you, my friend, that the Commons had fbmo 

reafons for their conduct, the King had been i^r.icioufly 
pleaied, in his anfwer to the loyal addrcis, to aiTure the two 

houies* 
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lioufes, that he had no views of ambition to gratify j he had Littir 
ootfaoughtt of aggrandifing himrelf, or extending any part 
of his dominions, at the hazard and expencc of the other; 
and, as his lionor was the common caufe and concern of his 
fubje£ts, their particohur interefta ihoold, upon all occafion6«. 
be his peculiar care. 

With die grant of all the demanded fupplies, die padta^ 
ment gave their AnSAon to Ae keeping on foot the large 
Handing army voted the year before. The proteftant canfe 

was ftill in danger; and a tumult at Glafgow, on the provo- 
cation of a new tax on malt, though very inconfidcrable in 
its rife and confequences, afforded a corroborating argument 
to carry this fivorite point* 

Thb ienfiUe indsridnals of all parties^ however fSxy 
might difier on iyftema of policy, united in the opinion, 
tiiat it was not the intereft of a commercial ftate, ftrug- 

gling with tht: burthen ct a Lrge debt, to enter into nced- 
kfs wars,^ and unprovoked hoftilities; and the argument 
nrged by the miniifay^ for putting the nations to fo huge an. 
expence in the iacveafe of the navaL and hud eftahlifhments» 
was the neoeifi^ of putting EngUnd ia a.fiate of defence, 
againil the intrigues and pemtdous treaties netviy concluded, 
hetween the JL^mperor, the Spanifh monarch, and tiieir ullies; 

yet 
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UTTsik V. yet before theCe princes had entered into any overt ad of war^ 
rear-admiral Hoffier, in April 1726, wu diieded to fail to 
the Spaniih Weft-Indies, with the intent of' maJung priM 
of the Spanifli galleons which at this ieafon of the year trans- 
port to Spain the treafiires found in the rich n^nes of this 
part of its dominions. 

The intention of the court of England reached the ear of 
the Spaniih monarch before the defign could be executed % 
and an advice-boat got the ftart of Hoffier time enough to 
cure the treafutv, to the amount of fix millions ftcrling, by di- 

' reding tiiat it (hould be unloaded and carried back to Panama. 

* 

Thus, without reaping any profit irom the expedition^ 
England incurred the odium of having entered into a mean 
|Mratical ftheme of robbing the court of Spain of its ex- 
pected treafure, even wbilft a peace fubfilled between the 
two nations. 

Admiral Hoffier, whofc orders were Aridly confined to 
the feizing the SpanUh galleons, lay inadive before Porto 
fieilo till he became the laogbing-ftock of .the SpanianlSf till 
the greater part of his men periihed. hy die.di&aies incident 
to that unhealthy climate, and till his fliips were deilroyed 
hy worms. The Spaniards, ieised the Englifh Sou^-$eA Ibip 

at 
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ftt La Vera Cruz, together with all the ve0eU and effedft Lcrraa t. 
belonging to that company $ and a few Spantih ihipa were 
taken by way of reprifid. 

The fate of HoiTier, who regretted fo much the being 
rcftridtcd from obeying the dilates of his courage in the 
laying iiege to Porto Bello, as to die of a broken heart, to- 
gether Vidi the ill fucoels of the expedition, raifed a loud 
clamour in England ; yet the miniftry had fufficient influ- 
ence to cany every meafnre of die court in parliament. To 
this a/lcinbly his M.ijellj, after repeating the fubftance of 
what he had before advanced, continued his fpeech with ailu- 
ring the two houfcs, that one of the fecrct articles fubfiding 
between the Emperor and the court of Spain was the placing 
die I*retender on the dirone of Great-Britain, and another 
the conqueft of Gibraltar and Port Mahonj he affirmed, that 
the combinations againft Great-Britain extended themfelves 
into Ruflia j that the Engli/h fleet fcafonably prevented fuch 
defigns as would have opened a way to the invafion of the 
kingdoms of Great-Britain i that the King of Spain had 
ordered his minifter, refiding in England, to quit the Jcing- 
dom, and that he had left a memorial, little Oiort of a de- 
claration, in which he infixed upon the reftitution of Gibral- 
tar. As ufiial, he exhorted die Commons to grant fuch fup- 
plies as fhould be neceifary for the defence of their country, 

Vol. I. . Y y and 
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lOTTw T. ukI for making good his engagements with the allies of 
Great-Britam ; and, as ufual, his Majefty ended his fpcech 
with expatiating largely on the balance of power in Europe, 
the iiscurity of the Britifh commerce, the defigns of a popi(h 
Pretender, the preieot happy eftabliihmen^ the rdigiioii« U- 
herticft, and properties of a free people. 

On the motion of .Mr. Onflow for an humble addrefs, 
echoing back the Ipeech from the throne, Mr. Shippen urged, 
that the matter of peace and war was of the greated weight 
which could fall under the coafideration of that ailembly; 
and that, in order to give proper advice Id hia Majeftjr, theyc 
oug^t to confider ieveral paperi which were abibluteljr ne- 
ceflary to be communicated to them, to fiate certain £ida 
celating to dieie weighty matter*. 

Sift William Wyndliam, in defcanting on the unfleadinefs 
ef oar councils, obferved, that of kte years our meafurcs iiad 
been in a perpetual floduataon.; that, Pcndopc-lilte, we were 
continually weaving and unravelling the lame web$ one time 
raifing up the Emperor to deprefs France,, and now we were 
dcpreiiuig the Emperor to aggrandize Fiance: a condud 
which, iindcr the pretence of holding the balance of Europe^ 
would engage us in contiiunl wars« 

Mr. 
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Mr. Hungerford threw a ridicule on the tremendous dan* Lrrrit t. 
fien reprefented by the goverameot, and in particular on th6 
Czarina and the King of Spain's defign of invading England 
with five or fix men of war, a proje(ft which might at any 
-time be defeated by ^e ordinary guard-ihips ; that the fears 
oi thjc Pretender were groundlefs and chimerical, aiid he could 
not tell how they could bring him over, unkTs they borrowed 
Captain Gulliver's floating iiland ; he accuied the miniflry of 
negligence, in fufieiing the Oitend company to get a footing 
in Enrope and Indiaj and as to Gibraltar, lihe demand of 
which was dledged as a proof of ah ofiaifive alliance betweea 
die Emperor and the King of Spain* he had in his pocket 
the purport of the iecrcc article relating to diat afifair, wfaidi 
was only, that in cafe the King of Spain could produce a 
poiitivc promife froui Great-Britain to reftore Gibraltar, his 
Imperial Majclly would engage to become a mediator and 
guarsAtoe for the perioroiance of luch a promiie. 

Sir Thomas Hanmer objfenrcd, diat Ibreign princes might 
make a political ufe of the Pretender, as a ftate bugbear to 
frighlen and alarm us» and thereby endeavor to make us fub- 
fervient to their ambitious deligns; " but, in my opiaion» 
«« (fays he) the intereft of the Chevalier was never £> low, nor 
« his party fo iaooofidcrable and fo ddfucable!, as at pftfimti 
•* «id tfaoete^ in this di^s dflbate, he ought to be left 

Y y a « entirely 
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Vterw V. entirely out of the queflion. I am apprchcnfive the ac- 
'* quifition of fome dominions abroad have Town the feeds 
** and are the true caufes of the divilions and diftradions 
** which now thi«aten die general tranquility of Europe, by 
«< drawing us Into unaccountable GomplianceB* for the Em- 
** pcror, on the one hand, and into a promife, at les^ a 
" conditional one» for the reAitutton of Gibraltar, on the 
«• other hand." 

In the houie of Lends* the Lord fiathucft took notice* that 
the .cceflSo. of the $l.te..G«n«l to d» <«9 «u .ipM 
condition that the aA fliould be approved and ratified by die 
Kings of Great-Britain» France, and Praflia, but diat die 

minifter of his PrufTian Majefty had refufed to fign the aft 
of acceliion, which was therefore of no cffcd ; that if the 
court of France Hiould, for the fame reafon, think iticlf dif- 
engagpd from the Havom alliance, Britain alone would be 
obliged to beir the burthen of an expenlive war againft two 
of the greateft potentates in Europe. 

LoKu Bathurft obfervcd, that the nation was loaded with 
a debt of fifty millions, and, in order to maintain fuch a 
war, would be obliged to ratfe ieven millions yearly, an 
annual fum by which die people would Iboo be ezhauikd: 
he imputed (he yiolentftate of afiain between the two crowns 

tm 
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to the Englifh miniilry; and mentioned a pofitive promife Lsttbr 
made by the King of Great-firitain for the reftitution of 
Gibnltar. 

Lord Townfhcnd, in the upper liouic, aflirmed, that no 
promife for reltoring Gibraltar had been made, and in the 
houfe of Commons Sir Robert Walpole owned the faft ; but 
Dotwithflaodiog the contradidbn, and tbele double dealings 
in the miniftiy, the court triumphed over the oppofitioni the 
addreiles were carried by a great majority, and were followed 
by a vote of the Commons for the raifing twenty thoufand 
feamen, and fix and twenty thoufand three hundred and 
eighty- three men for the land fervice; and to defray the ex- 
traordinary cxpence, a land-tax of four ihiUinga in the pound 
was granted. ^ 

Seventeen Lords entered their proteft againil tlie refolu- 
tton for an addrels in the upper hou&i and ievend ineffectual 
motions were made, to the foUowiog putport» among the 
Commons: 

Firft, That the engagements relative to the reftoring Gib- 
raltar £bould be laid before the houfc : 

« 

SecQodIy» 
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Ltrrn Secondly, For a copy of the mfimorial prdentcd by Mr« 
Poyntz to the King of Sweden ; 

Thirdly, To addrois (he King for fiidi memorials and re- 
prefentations from the courts of Sweden mi DeniftHrk as 

induced him, in the courfc of the preceding year, to icud a 
fquadron to the Baltic : and 

Fooflhljr* For an aocooot of the monejr granted for the 
laft year. 

The laft motion was made on there being an article of one 
hundred and twenty-five thouland pounds iflued out for 
other engagements, over aod above fuch as were lpeci£ed« 
The granting money with a £rugal hand* and thccsowunang 
with ftridnefs the public accounts, is, you know, my lnend» 
the great nie and dntjr of parUameotaj but we are now arrived 
to the period^ when a total complaiianct^ even in diis ^eat 
point> to the will of a minifter, has given a large fund for 
corruption in the hands of government; has rendered parlia^ 
meats obnoxious to a great part of the community, who 
confider them as an expenfive, burthenfome part of the con- 
flitution, and the inftraments by which the people are fleeced 
and beggared with impunity. 

Palms, 
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Palms> the Imperial refident at the court of Vienna, pre* Isttm 
ibnted « memorial to the King, in which he oontxadided all 
die aflbtioiM in hia fpeech, and accnied his Ma)cftjr with 
having declared from his thnm^ as certain^ and.jindottbtied 
&ds> feveral things which were cither wrefled, mifiepte- 
fentedy or void of all foundation. 

This memorial was afterwards made pnbJic 1 and the par- 
liament, without givii^ themielm the trouble to examine 
into the troth of what the memorial had advanced, prdented 
another addrcfs to the throne, exprtffivc of their indJgnatioft 
at the infiitenoe of the memoriaK 

These mutual affronts were followed with virulent A^ltp. 
rations preiented hf the manifters of the Empetoeand the 
Kmg of Gicat-Britain at the diet of RatiAoii. ft was mm 
time for die court of England to ftcnxe itielf agaioft the im- 
pending florm. A more ftriA engagement was entered into 
with the French Kingj a new treaty cGucIudcd with the 
King of Denmark J it was agreed to pay fifty thoufiuid pounds^ 
for three years, to the King of Sweden, in confideratiDn of that 
prince's holding ia readineis a bodj of ten thouAnd men fbs 
the OGcafiona of the alGancej his Brituimc Maje% engaged 
for four and twenty thouiand men, and a ftrong fqoadron to 
be lent into the Baltic, and made a convention with the Princ* 

of 
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LiTTM y. of Ilellc Callel, who undertook to provide eight thniifand 
infantry, and four thoufand horfc, in confideration ut the 
immediate payment of feven^-four tbouiiuid poands, and 
' fifty thoufand pound* more in cafe the traopa fhould be re- 
quired, befides their pay and fubfiftence. - 

Acc oRinNO to what Lord Bathurll had advanced in the 
houfc of Lords, the King of PrulTia, though he had married 
George's daughter, dcferted his intcrcft, and went over to 
the Emperor; and the States-General were Ihy of entering 
into die allianee. Thua England had no other lelburce bat 
its natural enemy the King of France, the Kings of Sweden 
and Denmark, and the principality of Hefle-Caflel : but it 
is to be obfervcd, that neither of thcfe powers would con- 
tribute their afhllancc without being gratified with exor- 
bitant fublidies ; though the danger being common, the ex- 
pence, as far as their powers would go, ought to have been 
cqusl. 

The parliament, you know, my friend, had given full 
confidence to his Majefl-y in regard to the forming the trea- 
ties and alliances neccllary to the Iccurity of the protcftant 
fncceffion, and had offered up their lives and fortunes, and 
confequmtiy the li?es and fortunes of their oooftitttenlSt to 
liipport tfas meafurti ai the govenunsat. 

Thb 
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The conduft of the two houfes kept pace widi their tiTnaY. 
{icofeffioiu: in the malt-tn hill they inferted a cltufe of - 
«ppropriation» impofwering the Ring to tpply fudi Cams as 
'Ihoiild be neceflary for delfraying the cxpcnces and engage- 
ments whit h 111 ! been or Ihould be made before the twenty- 
fifth of September, and in concerting luch meaiures as he 
fliould think moifc conducive to the (ecurity of trade, and re- 
iloring the peace of Burope : and in addition to tills unpar- 
liatnentary manner of granting fupplies, which, as no pio- 
▼ilion was made to call any perfon to account for the money 
which fliould be difpofed of by virtue of this daufe, cfi^dhi- 
ally deftroyed that ncccffiiry fccurity which the wifdom of our 
anceftors had formed againft miiappUcation : In addition, I fay, 
my friend, to this unparltamentary, this dangerous, this de- 
firuftive manner of granting iupplies, diqr iet the ruinous pre- 
'cedent of deviating from levend votes and ads of parltammt, 
by which the exceedings of the public funds were appro- 
priated to the difcharge of the national debt, or to the in- 
creafe of the finking fund, and granting the fum of three 
hundred and fcveoty thoufand pounds, to be raifed by loans 
and exchequer bills, and to be chafed on the fniplus of coal 
andcuhn, tefiaved for the parliament's daJpolai. 

Whilst the reprefcntatives of the people were thus beg- 
garing the nation, and wafting cvcxy means left to recover 
Vol. I. Z z the 
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I.STTIK the exhaufted finances and the independence of the people, 
— Jioftilities were commenced ag?.inll: the dominions of Great- 
Britain^ and the Spaniards laid liege to Gibraltar on the ele- 
venth of February, feventeen hundred and twenty-leven: 
on the intelligence of this attack, a reinforcement was lent 
from England, under convoy of a fleet commanded by Sir 
Charles Wager, and Sir John Norris let fail with a powerful 
force for die Baltic, where he was joined by a Danifh 
i'quadron : but, on the eve of a war which threatened to 
embroil all Europe for years, a fudden ftop was put to the 
farther effullon of human blood, by tbe mediation of the 
King of France; it was conducted at Vienna by the Duke 
' of Rtchliea, the French ambal3&dori and at length all par- 
ties agreed to twdve preliminary articles, which were figned 
in May at Paris by the minifters of the Hanover alliance, and 
uitcrw.irds at Vienna by the Imperial and Spanilli ambafla- 
dors. Thele preliminary article* imported, 

1 hat iioililities fliould immediately ceafc : 

That the charter of Ae Oftend company ihoiild be foi^ 

pended for fcvcn years : and 

That a congrefs ftiould in four months be opened at Aix- 

!a-Chapelle for adjufting all dificrcnces, and coniolidating^ 
the £eacc of £uro£e.. 

K.IMO: 
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King George did not live cither to enjoy or to interrupt 
the general peace which thefe preliminary articles promiiedj 
he was fuddenly feized with a paralytic dt£>nier, on the road 
from Holland to Hanover, die beloved ISeat of his German 
dominions, and was conveyed in a ftate of infenfibility to 
Ofnaburgli, where he expired on Sund.iv ihc eleventh of 
July, 1727, in the Uxty-eighth year of his age, and the thir- 
teenth of his reign. 

You know, my friend, that I have totally reje6led the in* 
vidious tafk of giving chara^rs: in the hiftory of theie mo- 
dern times, I cannot fuhinit to tlic ilriidi^crv of cullini' pane- 
gyric from addrclTcs or birth-day odes; and other rcfcarches 
might lead me into dangerous patlis. The medium of party 
undoubtedly viewed the political condu^ of George the Flrft 
as coloured by die prejudices of the eye through which it was 
furveyed; but whatever might be die virtues, vices, or errors 
of his political condud, he was liked, and even loved by the 
individuals who had the honor of a familiar conver&tion 
with him, and was gcncrnlly regarded by tliofc who do not 
examine clofcly or critically into the nature of virtue and 
vice, or the motivci; and principles of human conduct, as a 
man who had an honeft heart, and whole £iults in his go- 
vernment, if there are any &ults to be found, were entirely 
owing to die fuggeftions of a venal miniftiy, who, having 

Z z a neiditr 
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LBTTBt V. neither fuffident virtue, or fufficient underfUiuiing, to go* 
vorn parties by the confidence which thefe great qnditiet 
give, their power and influence were ibkfy grounded on ww 
raption. 

Mv narration, my friend, has furnilhcd you with many 
proofs of the liberal, nay, the profufe manner with which 
eveiy parliament gave away the inon^ of the people.^— 
George the Firft was almoft always in war, or elfe entangled 
in expenfive alliances. Bremen and Verden were bought, as 
I may fay, with the fweat of the brow of the Englifh fub- 
' • jeft: and tJiough the nation was fifty millions ia debt, the 

wretched people, who^wcre regarded in no other light but 
as the means toraife money for the ufe of their betters, were 
almoft every year faddled with the burthen of ne«r &?en 
millionsj and the heavy laacet which produced diis (um'weie 
carried through the two houfi» without any confiderable op- 
pofition, except in the firft parliamoDt of this King's reign 
yet fuch, were the prejudices of a Prince, who, I am told, 
governed hts Geniian dominions in fo abfolute a manner, 
that the miieraUe £aves of the principality are obliged to pay 
a tax to the goveriMnent Ibr cvpry joint of meat th^ lay down 
to the fire. Such were the pr^udioe» of thii German Elec- 
tor, that Lord Chefterfield informs us, that Geeige the Firft 
was exceedingly hurt, even with the weak oppofition he met 

With 
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with in parliament, on account of fubiidics ; and could not 
help complaining to his moft intimate friends, that he was 
come over to England to be a b^ging King j that is, that 
he could not command without a/kitig, and iflue out man- 
dates to raiic arbitrary taxes by the royal authority lingly. 
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Uttir VI, fTT^HE policy, my friend, of fecuring the allegiance of 
_JL the people, by putting them in the fituatiun of cre- 
ditors to the goveromcnt* had {o infeded the minds 
of every admiotftiation, from the period of William's accef- 
iion to the accdfion of George the Second, that to Iquander 
away as mudi money as could be procured from the lavifli pro- 
digality of dependent parliaments, was becomejhe favorite 
manner in which every minifter gave proof of his loyalty as 
a fubjed, and his abilities as a flatefman ; and it was at this 
period a £ivorite maxim with the courtiers, that the iecarity 
of the proceftant fucceflion depended on the laigeneis of die 
national debt. In this political delirium, it is not a matter 
of furprize, that die fyftem of ceconomy adopted by the me- 
morable Duke tic Suiiy, was fo far from prevailing in the 

times 
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times I am now writing on, that the national debt, at the Lettir 
acceffion of Geoi^ the Second, was increafed to the immenfe 
fam of upwards of fifty millions. > With this grievance, 
which would have fia^gored the loyalty of every cavalier in 
the train of Charles the Pirft, Great-Britain ftood engaged 
to pecuniary fubfidies to feveral powers on the Continent, 
with whom its interefts were not in any manner conne^^led. 
The wealth of die nation had been laviflied upon, and its 
commerce facrificcd to the intereft and die liecurtty of Ha^ 
nover. Deftrodive encroachments had been made upon the 
conftitution, by the repeal of the adt for triennial parlia- 
ments, by frequent rufpcnfions of the habeas corpus adl upon 
unimportant occaiions, by repealing the mod ialutary claufes 
in the ad: of fetdement, by voles of credit^ by the eftablidi- ' 
ment*of a large fianding army, and by the introda^on of 
fu^h a r^lar fyAem of corrupdon, as rendered the j>rivi- 
legcs of a parliament a dang^us burthen on die people, and 
put the liberties of the fubjed in a fituation infinitely more 
precarious and infecure than they had ever been by the 
Hxed or the incroached prerogative^ of the crown. In ihorc> 
fuch were the accumulated, mis the nation had fufibred, 
and fudi the injuries the oonftitutioA had (uiiained, from- 
the ieveral adminiflratioas of the diree laft preceding reigns, 
that thofe individuals of the fociety, who were finccrely 
attached to the welfare and the interefts of their counr- 

tiy.. ^ 
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LtTTtt VI. try, though diametrically oppofite in their principles to the 
prejudices of jacobitiim, began to think that anotlier Revo- 
lutioa wpuld be nece^iary, to put the empire in as good a 
fitoation as it was on the abdication of James the Second. 

However, my friend, Hope travels through, nor leaves 
us when we die; and you know the government of every 
new prince is always attended with the moft flattering, the 
moll extravagant expe(^tions of better times: no fuoner had 
George the Second received tiie intelligence of his father's 
death, than he repaired from Richmond to Leicefler-Hbufe; 
the privy cooncil were immediately aflembted, and die next y 
di^ he was proclaimed King in the ufual Ibrms: his Ma- 
jefty took and fubfcribed the oaA for the fecurity of the 
church of Scotland, as required by the adt of union, and 
declared his firm purpofe to preferye the conftitution in 
church and ftaie : at the iame time he avowed his intentioQ 
to cultivate diofe alliances vriuch his fither had made widi 
Ibreign princes i and to convince die people that no chai^ 
of meafures were immediately intended, all the great officers 
of ik3LX& were continued in their places. 

> 

When the demife of the late King was known, the par^ 
Jiamoit aflembled, in pmfiiance of «n aid made for that pm^ 
poie: lliey warn imMdittdiy p w toga e d to die twenty-levendi 

day 
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day of June, when the King, in his Ipcech to both Houfcs i.itt«» vi, 
at the opening the feHlon, prot^iled a fixed refolution to mc» 
rit tbe love and the aficdion of his people, by maintaining 
diem in the foil eojoyment of dieir rdigioui and ciyiI rights: 
he promi&d to leflitn the public expence^ as feolMu the cir» 
ounAsmces of «ffiur» wdald permit; and obferved to die 
Commons, that the ^rmt i.i the grcateft pait of the civil 
lill revenue was now determined j and that it would be nc- 
ceilaty for them to make a new proTiiion for himielf and his 
Amily. 

Ir the patriot party in the Houie had formed any hopes 
on hiB Majcfl:y'8 moil gracious afftmnces, that a plan of 
ceconomy, adequate to the public exigeiicics, v.us really in- 
tended to be put in execution, great muft be their difappoint- 
ment when Sir Robert Walpole, who kept pofTciTion of hia 
office of Firft Lord of the Treafuiy, obferved, that the an- 
nual fum of ftren hondred thoulland pounds, granted to and 
fetded on the late King, had fidlen fhort every year, and that 
hts prefcnt MajefVy's expences vnrt llkdy to increafe, by rea« 
fon of the largcncfs of his family. 

Ih confequence of diis obiervation. Sir Robert Walpole 
moved, that the entire revenues of the civil lift, which pro- 
Vol. I. Aaa duced 
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tiTTKK duced eight hundred thoufand pounds, ibouid be fettled on 
his preient Majeify during bis life. 

SatPPENf my friend, during the whole courie of the laft 
reign» in his ftation ts reprefentadve of the people, had op- 
pofed, with great ftrength of argument and energy of ex» 
prefHon, every motion and every maiiauvre of the miniftcTj;, 
which was contrary to public welfare and fecurity: but it 
was now ^at he was warmed into an indignation, which 
would have done honor to the Roman. Cato, when be ha- 
fangued in die forum, and ^ve his voice againft the perni* 
C10U8 laws propofcd by fedttious tribunes, for the purpofts of 
party and the ruin of the commonwealth. 

A COMPLIANCE with the motion, Mr. Shippen obferved, 
would be inconliftent with the truft repoled in the parlia- 
ment, as the leprefeBtativea of the people, who ou|^ to be 
very fru^ in the exereife of the right of giving awi^ the 
public money. The fum of feven hundred thoufiind pounds, 
he laid, was not obtained for his late Majefty without a long 
and lolcmn debate; and every member who contended for it 
at that time allowed it to be an ample royal revenue. It was 
to be hoped, that many perfonal, maiqr particular ocpcnces 
in tbe late reign, elpecially thofe for frequent joumies to- 
Hanover, would be difcontinoed,. and entirely ceaft. 

, Mk.. 
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Mlt. Shippen farther obleryed, that the civil lift brancfaea uttir vl 
in the Qiieen's reign did not often exceed the fum of five 
hundred and 6fty thoafind potinds, neverthelefs (be called 

upon her parliaments but once, m a rcign of thirteen years, 
to pay the debts contraiftcd in her civil government, and thclc 
were occafioned by the unparalleled inftances of her gcnero- 
fity. She gave the firft fruits and tenths, ariiing to nineteen 
dioufand pounds a year, as an augmentation of die nuunte- 
fiance of the poor clergy ; ihe beftowed five thbuland pounds 
per annum out of the poft-officc on the Duke of Marlbo- , 
rough; flic iurtcrcd icvcn hundred pounds to be' charged 
weekly on the fame ofiice, for the fcrvice of the public ; Hie 
expended fevcral hundred thoufand pounds iu building the 

caftk of filenheim; ihe allowed four thou£uid pounds annu* 
ally to Prince Charles of Denmark j flie fuftained great lofles 
. by die tin contnA; (he Aipported die poor Palatinesj flic ex- 
htbiled many other proofs of royal bounty 1 and immediately 
before her death would have reduced her yearly expences to 
lour iiuudrcd and lifty-nine thoufand nine hundred and forty 
pounds. 

Shipfim affirmed, that a milUon a year would not be fof- 
fident to cany on die exorbitant expence s , fi> often and lb 
jttflly complained of in die hoafe of Ccmimafu: tfaat,«ovcr 
and above the yearly allowance of fivcn hundred thoufand 

A a a 2 pounds. 
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LivTgft vt pounds, many occaiional taxes, many exccllivc i'ums, were 
rftiied, and all Aink in the bottomlels gulpih of fecrct iervice: 
two hundr^ and fifty thouiand pounds were raifed, in de- 
fiance of (he ancient porliaoientaiy methods to (ecure the 
kingdom from a Swediih invaiion : the two infurance offices 
were ervck'd, and p.iid iv, ir t!)rcc hundred thouiand pounds 
for their chatters : our enmity with Sweden being changed 
into an alliance, a fublidy of ieventy-two thou£ind pounds was 
implicitly granted to fulfil fome lecret engagement with that 
crown: four and twenty thouiand pounds were given for 
l^tming merchant (hips arrived from infeAed placesj though 
the goods, which ought to have been deilroycd for the pub- 
lic fafcty, were afterwards privately fold: a ium of tive hun- 
dred thouiand pounds was demanded and granted for paying 
the debts of the civil lift, and hia Majefty declared by me£- 
iage, he was refolved to fetreach his expences for the futures 
BotwithAandiAg this fefidutioo, in lefs than four ye^rs, 4 acv 
demand of the like fum wa^ made and granted to difehatrgo 
new incumbrances: the Spanifh (hips of war which Admiral 
Byng took in the Mcditcri.i;ic^ii, were ibid for a confider- 
able fum of money : one hundred and twenty-iive thoufand 
pounds were granted in the lail fellion, to be fecretly difpo&d 
of fof the public uliitty; and there was dill a debt ia tfan 
civil gpveraoMnt, amountH^ tp ahovf-iix hnodsed ihemSkuA 
pounds. 

I HAVE,. 
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I SAVE, my friend, related to you the fubftance of Mr. 
Shippen's long fpcech, becaufe it contains a lift oj ]i the 
pecuniary grievances the nation luftcrcd, and all the low 
tricks played by the miniflry in the lalt reign; but it had fo 
little ttica on the callous dilpolition of the Commoo*, that 
no reply was made to Mr. Shippen's fpeech, nor to his pro- 
poikl. that inftead of granting aa addition to the civil Jill, 
they {faottldreOria that levenue to the yearly fum of fevcn 
hundred thoufand poaoda: the motion was agreed to by a 
large majority,- a bill was brought in for the better fupport 
of hi« Majefty's houOmldi and the ium oi one hundred thou, 
fand pounds, together with his Maje%'s palace of Somerfel- 
liouie, and Richmond Old Park, were fettled on her Majefty 
Queen Caroline, by way of jointure, in cal« flie furvived the 
Kiog. Thia, my friend, waa chai^ upon the revenues of the 
civil M, and it was double the fum which had been icttled ' 
on any of the pwdm^ ( ^een Conforts,-an addition which 
ftr furpaffed the increafed pnc. oi commodities, though that 
increafe was large, and which you muft aUow was a daageixms. 
and tremendous precedent, and at the fame time a formida- 
ble fymptom of the cofnipt and dtti^iroiia lengehs a ve«d 
parliament would go, 1, b^ia^g the iMkat to fiippoct the 
Ittxuxiei cf the court* 
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LtTTtK VI. It was at this period that all Europe was freed from 
the calamities of war, and the peace of Great«Britain nei- 
ther fuffered, or was like!/ to fafier, any interruption j yet 
this circumftance was ib for from producing any alleviation 
to the opprclTivc burthens fhe had, with fo much patience 
and long fuffering, fuilaincd, that the new parliament, which 
met on tbe twoi^-third of January, 1727* on die pretence 
of ibme diificulties which had retarded the ocecution of the 
preliminaries of peace, voted two and twenty tfaoufand nine 
hundred and fifty-five men for guards and garrifons, and fif- 
teen thouland leamen for the fcrvice of the cnfuing year; 
granted two hundred and thirty thouiand nine hundred and 
twen^-three pounds for the maintenance of twelve thou- 
£uid Heflian troops; a fubfidy of fifty thoufand pounds 
to the King of Sweden, and half that fum to the Duke 
of Wol fern buttle. The cxpence of the year amounted to 
four millions, raifed by a land-tax of three ftiilhngs in 
the pound, a malt tax, and by borrowing of the Bank one 
million &ven hundred and fifty thou&nd pounds : for the 
payment of this loan, annuities were granted to the amount 
of feventy thoufand pounds, to be raifed by duties on coals 
itiipurtcd iiuu the city of London. A petition was prefented 
by the Lord -Mayor, Aldermen, and Common Council, fet- 
ting forth« that the duties already laid upon coals and culm 
imported into London afieded the trade of that city only; 

that 
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ttiat the inequality of the burthen was a great difcourage- littik vl 
mcnt to their manufadurcs, and an hardfhip upon all the . 
trading inhabitants: and Mr. Pulteney obferved, that the 
ihifting of funds was but perpetuating taxes, and putting off" 
the evil day; that, notwidiibnding the great merit which 
fi>me perfons had built on the finking fund, it appeared that 
the national debt had been incrcafcd fince the fctting up that 
pompous project. This lad obfcrvation was levelled at the 
prime minifler, Sir Robert Walpole : a warm altercation en- 
fued j but the Commons turned a deaf ear to die petition of 
die citisens, and the arguments of their member; and ac- 
companied their large fupply with a vote of credit, to fulfil^ 
it was laid, certain engagements entered into, and concerted 
with the advice and the concurrence of the laft parliament, 
for iecuring the trade and navi^tion of the kingdom, and 
for reftoring and preierving the peace of Europe. 

Indeed, my friend, the hiftory of England is at diis pe- 
riod fo little (.ntcrtaiuing, that it puzzles me how to arrange 
the annual revolution of the fame unavailing arguments on 
die one fide, and the iame profligate venaliQr on the odier, 
in « manner as lhall not render die detail of die abufes in 
our government as iikfome in die reading as it is painful in 
the reiledion. 

The 
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i.iTTfK Trk Parliameat, at if thqr onlj met for ^ pnrpoft of 

raifing money, contititted, without any decent pretext, to 
load tliL' people with the lame opprelUve burthens which they - 
bad iuftaincd during the heat of the war, notwithftandlng the 
large addition wliich liad been made to the civil liA. Oa tbe 
motion of Mr. Scrope, member for Briftol, the fum of one 
hundred and fifteen thoufand pounds was granted to the 
King, on the pretence of making up deficiencies, which were 
never proved : nay, it was jHerted, that the civil lift pro- 
duced yearly a much greater fum than that for which it was 
given. The duties upon iait, a tax which was remarkably 
ielt by die poor* was revived, in order to reduce the land 
tax to one IhiUing in the pound. The fubfidies to Sweden, 
iicire-CalTcl, and WulfembutLlc, were continued; and whilft 
the land and lea forces were kept up, merely for the purpofe 
of creating a large number of dependants, our fleet lay in- 
aiftive and rotting in the Weft-Indies, where the Sponifh 
^ cruizers, encouraged by the timid conduA of the govern^ 
ment, committed depredations with impunity on the com* 
merce of Great-Britain. 

Tm Commons, ioAead of ading in their capicity of the 
grand inqnifltors into public grievances, rejeded petitioos* 
for thefe and other abufes ; and jfb little attentive were they 
to any of the good and ulelui purpoics of reprefentation, that 

thofe 
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tliofe laws which were judged neceHkry to reftrain die grow- Ltn-tft vi. 

ing vices of a corrupt commercial ftat^, were drawn up with 
a negligence which totally defeated all the juft ends of coer- 
don : every new Ibtute was followed with another^ to clear 
up its ob&urities and corred its deficiencies; and as the 
drawing up theie ftatntes was committed to die care of the 
lawyers, without the aiiciitivc iuipcLlioii and reviial oi the 
Commons, the ample volume of the law, inftead of containing 
per^icuous and exa^ rules for the condu^ of ibciety, leaves 
thofe who are die moft intereAed in its knowledge entirely 
in the daric> whilft it contbues an inexhauftible ibiirce to 
fupply food for die chicanery of its practitioners, and the 
vexatious profecutions of the quarrelfome and the litigious. 

] Every law, my friend, relating to public or private pro- 
perty, and in particular penal ibtutes, ought to be rendered 

fo clear and plain, and promulged in fuch a manner to the 
public, as to give a full information of its nature and con- 
tents to every citizen. Ignorance of laws, if not wilful, is 
a juft excufe for their tranfgreffion^ and if the care of the 
govemmene does not extend to die proper education of die 
fubjed, and to their proper information on die nature of 
moral turpitude and legal crimes, and to the encouragement 
of virtue, with what face of juilice can they puniih delin- 
quency? But if, on the contraiy, the dtisens, by the op* 
Vol. I. B b b preffion 
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UTTta VI. preffion of heavy taxes, are rendered incapable, by the otmoft 
exertioo of honeft induftty, of brin^g up or providing for 
. a numerous £imily)— if every eocouragmient is given to li- 

centioufnere, lor the purpolc ot aaiuhug and dcbaling the 
minds of the people, or for railing a revenue on the vices of 
the fubje^j — ^is punilhment in this cafe better than legal 
murder? Or, to ufe a Arong, yet adequate expreflion, is it 
bettw dian infernal tyranny ? 

Whilst the Commons were thus carelefs of all the jufl: 
ends for which they were entruAed with their extenfive pri- 
vileges j->-whilft ieats in parliamtnt were parchaied at high 
prices, with a view of makbg the heft penny of the pub'* 
lie;*— 4vhilft die members of both houfts were iingly engaged 
in the bufiiiefs of raifing money on the people, in order 
to exa<^ a large ihare of the dividend; — it is no wonder 
that the only laws which could poffibly reftrain the abufes of 
reprefentation, which could render the Ipirit of the coollitu* 
tiott confiftent with its forms, and fix dominion's limits lo 
its end, — najnclv, l i A to prevent penfioners from fitting in 
parliament, and to rellore the people to their ancient falu« 
tary p^vilq^ by ihortening the duration of parliaoMnts, 
(hottld be rejeded with difdain by a venal m^ority. 

Before 
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Bbfokk I leave this fttbjed» my friend, I muft obferve to Ltrrtk vl 
you, that Dr. Sherlock, bi(hop of Bangor, afterwards tranf- 

lated to Sarum, and then to London, made no fcruple to argue 
avowedly in favor of that canker-worm in a ftatc, that dc- 
ftroyer of every political conjftitution, that ruin to the morals 
of the people. Corruption, as a neceilary pan of adminifba- 
tion; and declared, diat an independent houfe of Commons, 
and an independent houfe of Lords, were as inconfiftent with 
theEnglifli conftitution as an independent or abfolute King. 
This fcnfelefs afTertion lies fo open to convifUon, lince it is 
plain, if an indq>endent houfe of C<Hnmons is inconfiftent 
with our conftitution that a dependent one is ulelels, expen- 
five, dangerous, and burthenfome, that it is not worth die 

making a[\v oblcrs jtior: upon it; only, that it proves to what 
a low ftate of depravity we were fallen, and how loft to every 
fenle of what is juft, fit, decent, and expedient, when one of 
the heads of the Bnglifli churdi Ihould venture to broach 
dodtrines which would have fcandaltxed evoy I>gan pricft in 
the corrupteft ilate of idolatry. 

SuFFEK me to indulge my fimcy for oace, my fiiend, tho* 
I am writing do a ferious fubjed. Methinks I hear ytm iky. 
What was become of the voice of <he people i Is it poffibte, 
that before their necks were quite bowed to the yoke, by 
repeated incffe^ual exertions, by painful executions, and 

B b b 2 frightful 



Digitized by Google 



V 



37ft * Tie W/hry tfEn^ksit Jrm tht 

frightful examples of fuflnning patriodixD j — vi it poffible, thftt 
voice of the people, under fach infulting tnjuricst fliould 

not have rifen into a thunder which would have fhaken the 
twb houfes of parliament, and by the operation of fear have 
produced that reformation in the condad of their govern- 
ment, which neither reaibn nor dut3r could have efl&Aed ?— - 
Why truly, luy la^iid, in ani'wcr to thclc interrogations, I 
muft inform you, that the people at this time were, as the 
people of Great'Britain always are, half ilupid, half drunk, 
and half afleep ; diqr tamely fufiered all thefe infnlts with t 
patience which, in a good caufe, would have done honor to 
the primitive faints of the Chriltun church : nay more, un- 
der the whig banners, the churchmen and the difTenfiers of 
all denominations united their efforts to eftablifli and iecuie 
the bell of all poffible governments, and to hand down the 
invaluable biefling of being bought and fold to the laceft 
pofterity. However, as all fublunary happine& muft ever be 
in a fluAuating ftate, the people were at lengtl^ by great arc 
and management, nraled to a ferment; and diis, as 18 alwa^ 
the cafe, on a fubied in which their intereft was no ways 
concemedi and the minifter was defeated in the only falutaiy 
meaAire he had ever propoied to the confideration of par- 
liament. 

It 
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It is die opinion of Davenant, that mafter of all fubjeds tirtM 

which concern the welfare of commercial flares, that cxcifcs 
are the cioft proper ways and means to fupport the govern- 
ment in a long war, becauie they would lie equally on die 
whole body of the people, and produce great fums, proper- 
tionable to the great wants of the public. Agreeable to diis 
idea, my friend, the prime minifter. Sir Robert Walpole, oii 
the pretence of preventing frauds, perjuries, and falfe entries, 
in the levying the cufioms, in the year 173;; propoled that a 
partial- excife on tobacco ihould be levied: in this propofition 
he joined the laws of die cuftoms with thofe of the exciie, 
namely, that the farther fabfidy of three iardiings per pound 
charged upon imported tobacco fhould be flill kvicd at the 
cuftom-houfe, and payable to his Majcfty's civil lift; that then 
die tobacco ihould be lodged in warehoufes to be appointed 
for that purpofe by the commiflioners of die excifej that die 
keeper of each warehoufe, appointed likewife by the cool- 
miffioners, fliould have one lock and key, and the merchant . 
importer another; and that the tobacco iliould be thus fe- 
cured until the merchant ihould find vent for it, either by 
exportation or home confampdoai that the part defignedfor 
oporttden ihould be weighed at the coftom-hoide, dif- 
charged of the three farthings per pound which had been 
paid at its firft importation, and then exported without far- 
dier trouble^ that die portion deftincd for.home ooniufnption 

ihould. 
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LiTTBR Should, in prefence of the w««elioul6>keeper» be delivered tm 
Ait purchaier upon his paying the inland daty of four-'pence 

per pound weight to the proper officer appointed to receive 
it, by which means the merchant would be eafed of the in- 
convenience of paying the duty upon importation, or of 
gnnting bonds, and finding fareties for the payment before 
be had found a market for the commodity; that all penalties 
and forfoitiires, fo hr as they formerly belonged to the 
crown, fhould for the future be applied to the uic of the 
public ; that appeals in this, as well as in all other cafes re- 
lating to the excife, ihould be heard and determined by two 
or three of the judges to be named by bis Majefty, and in 
the country by the judge of aifiase upon the next circuit, 
who (hould hear and determine fuch appeals in die mod 
fummaiy way, without the formality of proceedings in courts 
•of law or equt^. 

Though Sir Robert Walpde's foheme^ my firtend, was de- 
fedHve in the grand point, which renders even an exciie de- 

rifablc in dus country, namely, the aiicharging that tr.iin of 
dependents and leeches which help to fuck the vitals of the 
commonwealth, the cuftom-houTe officers, yet the oppoAtion 

' .did not think fit to attack him on this defed, or to propoCe 
any amendment which might tend to relieve the conftitution 
•from a iet of dependents which are more than futhcient to 

^ . . render 
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fender inefiediul all the bars againft prerogative. That it lsttkk vi. 
would introduce a general exctie was the erf of the country 

party; and the nation, though they had fat eafy under innova- 
tions which gave up their power and their fortunes to the dif- 
poial of the crown and its dependants* took the alarm,— ^ 
alarm which was attended widi fudi a ferment, that though 
the minifter carried his point with the Commons by a majority 
of fixty-one voices, he was obliged to wave the advantage, 
and give up his triumph to the altnoil united voice of the 
people, who threatmed him with the executing juftice on- 
his peribn in the rough way of popular coercion. 

Thus the people, exerting with fucccfs their natural rights 
on a fubjcdt of little importance to the welfare of the com' 
muoity, left the lovers of mankind the melancholy fenfation 
of bitterly regretting their unpardonable fupineneis on points 
in which the wellare of die conflitution, and the freedom and 
the opulence of their pofterity, were deeply interefted. But 
before I leave this fubjeft, it will be nece/fary to expofe the 
wicked and falfe policy of the minifter in the important fub- 
je&fr of taxatiott^ and the national debt,, and to ihew the inju- 
dicious condud of the landed gendemen, who, on die mo* 
tiyes- of ill-underftood ielf-intereft, have loaded diemielves- 
and the public with burthens, VtliiLli hardly leave them the 
enjoyment of £ve ihilUoga in the pound out of the income: 
of their eftates. 

In 
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LirrxK n. In the yttsc 1737* my fnend» the Houie hxnag rdblved 
itielf into a commitiee to confider of the national ^ebt* that 
worthy citizen and fteady patriot. Sir John Barnard, made the 

following judicious motion: That the King (hould be en- 
abled to raife money, either by tite falc of annuities* or by 
borrowing at an intereft not exceeding three per centj which 
film fi> raifed fboold be applied towards the redeeming die 
Soudi-Sea annuities j and diat fuch of the laid annnitanta at 
Ihould be inclined to fubfcribe their refpedtive annuities 
' fliould be preferred to all others. Sir John Barnard all'erted> 
that even thoic public fecurities which bore an iotereft of 
three per cent only» were Ibid at a premium in *Change-alley 1 
<* Therefoce*'* ^ Sir John Bamaid, <« I am peifoaded that 

all thofe wh0 are willing to give a premium for a three 
*• per cent fecurity, will gladly lend their money to the go- 
*' vemment on the fame intereil, fhould books of fubfcription 

be-openedibf that porpofe, with an alfitranra that no part 
** of the principal ihtll be paid oiF in fourteen years*" Sir 
John Barnard proceeded to expatiate upon the national advan- 
t^gcs \shich would accrue from the rcdiidlion of intercft: 
from eafy and obvious calculations he inferred, that in a very 
•fliort time the intereft upon all the South-fea annuities would 
be reduced from four to three per cent, without any danger 
to public credit, or breach of public &ith| that then the 
produce of the linking fund would amount to fourteen hun- 
dred 
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* 

dred thoafand pounds per annain» to be applied only towards LaTTt* vr. 
redeeming the capital of the fevcral trading companies j this 
meafure would bring every one of them fo much within the 
power of parliament, that they would be glad to accept of 
three per cent, intereft <»i any reaibnable terms ; in which 
cafe the finking fund would rife to one miltion fix hundred 
thoufand pounds per annum^ then the parliament might ven- 
ture to annihilate one half of it, by freeing the people from 
the taxes upon coals, candles, foap, leather, and other fuch 
inapofitiona as lay heavy upon the poor laborers and manu- 
faftorers s die reoiaining part of the finking fund might be 
applied towards die difcharg^ of thofe annuities and public 
debts which bore an intereft of three per cent, only, and af- 
terwards towards diininiHiing the capitals of the fevcral tra- 
ding companies, till the term of fourteen years Ihould be 
expired J then the finking fund would again amount to above 
a million yearly, which would be fufiiclent for die paying 
them ofi^, and freeing the nation entirely from all its in- 
cumbrances. 

Th£ effei^ual oppolition, my friend, which the miniftiy 
gave to this falutary fcheme, ,ihewed ib plainly to -men of 
common diicemment that the nation was to be beggared in 
order to be enflaved, that one cannot help being furprifed diat 

a minifler, who had jufl efcaptd tiic vengeance of pojuilar 
Vol. I. C c c refentment 
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UvTf ft vi; wfentaieat for cndwRoriiig, «k introduce an cxcUib, woaldf 
ventoCQ to dcpclv» ^ mtioa of tiM bcoeftt which mtift •rile' 

from adopting the motion. Sir Robert Walpolc, my friend, 
well ac<^iunced with the bhndnef& of the nation to everjr 
c^sQttq^ftelicci wfakh n^gacded their tnioiaterefts a biindnefs 
Ip gcsn««l t» tQ Icsidtbs' ga>tl«meii> of landed eftates- into dto 
oniBT: of rqjedsfig ever)c mode ol taxation nt^tich oould be 
Icvifid ooi the fubjet^ at a fmall expence^ becaufe- it carried' 
the face of taxing themfelvcs; though it is plain, (unlcfs the 
bs^aocfi ofi trade is very much in favor of a. country, which 
haa not b^R; the cale with England; for many years, and- 
ncvwqan.be l^caie when trade, ia- over-taiEed> and, conik» 
qneody, the- commoditie8> andl neced]2lries>of^ IHe-vefy'dear,)'* 
that:e^ary tax muft ultimately fall on the land, and that* tHe* 
iQanuer of raifing our taxes, by laying them on every articlfe 
of txi^de^ robs the men- of landed oibtes of three ihillings 
in th^ p<t(UidiinflBad of. one^ both on account of the expen- 
fi»C; QMPner off levyji^ fnch* taxes', and that the dealer in tfaefe 
articles raiies his price on the public, not in proportion to 
the advanced taxation, but to double and fometimes treble 
tlie advanccmeot; Thufr the men' of landed eftatcs become 
the dupos tt> theiriown felfininoTs, and Ibad'the public with 
bwtb<tns> which the'natute' of our eonftitution and the lax 
jl2Me*Q^aac-laMi» in-.tHefe'ciroumftattceS' render inevitable, and' 

which 
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whicb fio IbdMy in the hij^ttdHt cUnikic df th^ profpcrity Ltiirt» n 
«m long fiiftaio. 

. BsFoRE I end the hiftory of the condtKfl of this feflioM* 
my friend* I mnft inform you, that the miniAer urat Ta^ 
ceTgful in an obliqoe attack on the liberty of the ptte(^» vHiitk 
«nded in a very impottant reftraint on the privilegt of lite^ 

rary compofition. 

The manager of a playhouie communicated to Sir Robett . 
Walpole a farce, which. In a!l probability, was wtitten on 
purpofe to ifford the pretence the minifter wanted : it wat 
called ** The Golden Rump," was prefentcd to the ftage for 
exhibition, and, it is iaid, was fraught with treafon and 
abafe againft the government; however, it afibrded the mi- 
oifter a pretence to deicant hrgdy upon the infolence, the 
malice, the ieditious calumny, which had been publtihed 
through the medium of ftage cxhihitions to the ix-ople ; and 
the great buUnefs of adminiflration fccms at this time to hare • 
been a ieduloas endiesvor to debauch in eveiy &nfe the man- 
nett of die whole nation : he deicanted alfo on the immofa- 
Jity which had been of late propagated in theatrical pieca. 

Let thofe, my friend, whofc public conduA will bear the 
tell of the ftri^teft examination, plead for the Jificnce of wri- - 

Coca ting 
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LsTTst VL ting and peaking freely. It was at this time as much the 
bufinefs of the hou(e of Commons, as it was the bufinels of 
adminiftration, to abridge the liberty of public exhibition j 
and notwithftanding Lord Cheilerfield exerted himfelf in its 

favor, in a very llrong and elegant fpeech, a bill was brought 
In to limit the number of playhoufcs, to I'ubjed all dramatic 
writers to the infpe&ion q& the Lord Chamberlain, and to 
compel them to take out a licence for eveiy produdion be- 
fore it could appear. Thiis, according to the prefent ftate of . 
dramatic exhibitions, the playhoufe is a yehicle for all the 
fulfome flattery which the icrvilc and the indigent load on 
men in power; and the people are denied the ufeful privi- 
lege of feeing the public vices and miidemeanors of men in 
office ezpofed to ridicule and cenfure, and that in a manner 
which, more efleAually than any other, ilrikes conviAion to 
vulgar conception. 

Though the King, in the jrear 1729, in a fpeech from 
the throne, had afliired the two Houies that die peace of 
£un>pe was eftabli/hed by the treaty of Seville, built upon 
the foundation of former treaties, and tending to render more 

effectual what the contradting powers in the quadruple alli- 
ance had before engaged to fee performed alfo, that all for- 
mer* conventions made with Spain, in favor of the BritiOi 
trade and navigation, were renewed and confirmed j that the 

free> 
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free, unintcrru]5tcd cxtrcife of their commerce wns rcftcjrcd; i 
that the court of Spain had agreed to an ample reAitution and 
reparation for unlawful £:izures and depredations; that all 
rights, privileges, and pofleffions belonging to him and his 
allies were folemnly eftablifited, confirmed, and guarantied j 
and that jiot one conccllion was made to the prejudice of his 
fubjcds: yet, my friend, the treaty did not meet with the 
unanimous approbation of the two houfes. An article, by 
which the merchants of Great^Britun were obliged to make 
proof of their lolTes at the court of Spain, was objeded to, 
as an hanUhip upon Bnti<h fubjeds, and diAionorable to the 
nation: few, it w.is faid, would undertake fuch n trouhle- 
fome and expenfive voyage, eipeciaily as they had rcalon to 
apprehend their claims would be counterbalanced by the 
Spaniards* 

The oppoiidbn animadverted very feverely on Great- Bri- 
tain being bound to ratify and guaranty whatever agreement 
ihould be made between the King of Spain and the Dukes- 
of Parma and Tuicany,. concerning the garrifons once efta- 
bliihed in their countries ; that the Englilh (hould be obliged 
to aflift in efTeduating the introdudion of fix thoufand Spa- 
ni(h troops into the towns of Tufcany and Parma, witiiout 
any Ipecilication of the methods to be taken, or the charge 
to be incurred in giving that aniftance;. that they .ihould 

guaran^ 
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Lkttkl VI. guaranty for ever, not only to Don Carlos, but even to all lus 
fucce0bfs« the poflcflion of the dlatcs of Tufcany and Par- 
jaw,— a ftipulation which, in all probability, mild involve 
Great-Britain in cndlcfi troubles and diipntis about a couir- 
try, with which they had no concern. They afiirmed, that 
the treaty of Seville, inftcad of confirming other treaties, was 
contradidlory to the quadruple alliance, particularly in the 
article of introducing Spaniflt troops into Tu&any and Par* 
ma, in the room of neutral forces, ftipulated by the fonner 
alliance. It was found that thefe alterations, from the tenor 
of the grand alliance, were made without the concurrence 
of the Emperor, and even witliout inviting him to accede;— 
an afiront which, it was iaid, might alienate his fiiendihip 
from England, and hazard the lois of fuch an ancient, pow- 
erful, and faithful allyi and that throughout the whole treaty 
there feemed to be an artful omiflion of any exprcfs Aipula- 
tion fccure to Great- Britain in her right to Gibraltar and Mi- 
norca. Motions on all thefe articles of complaint were made 
by die oppofition, but they were receded by die miyoritjr, 
v^o reiblved, that the treaty did contain all neceflSiry iti- 
pulations for maintaining and fecuring the honor, dignity, 
rights, and poffeflions of the crown that all due care wai 
taken therein for the fupport of the trade of the kingdom, 
jand for repairing the lo&s fuAained by the Britiih mer« 

It 
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tr haA been long, my hwsA, lideyon dnys wilib mi- urria vt. 
niften and iHeir dkpmdeats^. An aridcefii of appnobMioiik 
ibunded on diefe refolutions» was (entnp to die throne; and 
the miniftcr was triumphant in contcfts on the mutiny bill, 
the pendon bill, the maintenance of twelve thou rand HeT- 
fiflns> and the fixing the buckheiK of eightteii tfaooiaod: oMni> 
tlie tetmt of tfas «ifoing yoor; 

Mr. Shippen affirmed, that Mr. Pcihani motion fbr 
eighteen! tliouiand efFe<ftiv« men was a flat negative tO the 
addrdB, for which he votisd on the firib day of the GaS&xta^ 
M it plainly implied a diftni{l> of the validity of the Vsi» 
treaty, which he thcn aflttfcd' the Houfewiiiildiiiiiinediatteiy' 
ptodtice adl th» bleilings of ah' kbfoRite' peace; aifd dtdiver* 
the' kingdom iVoru tin apprehenfionh ai;d inconvenicftoies' of 

a war. Oh, Shame! where is thy blufli^'——— Indeed,. mys 

friend, I- know not where; — but I' believe itt has not beei^ 
famnl int either of the two»HOBfea o0 Purliatueat* fbr' thi*» 
century paih 

Whwi* the two :Hbu£es mcti in the facceed i ng winter, th ey 
were alTuredl by the King, that the genet al tranquility of? 
Buroprwas new idtovediaiid eftabllibed*:- but thia ditrami^' 
fltuioe did Dotipreveat'the mioiftlyjfranr afting; or th'e pafw- 
Uameat-fh^m^ginatiagft to the tfercor'of thefi^end^offVee'- 
^m*, 
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x.iTTia VL dom> and the expence of the AibjeiSs at large« the iaine nom- 
ber of ftanding forces which had been allowed in times of 
danger and war : but neither theie precautions, as they were 

pretended to be, or the boafted general ftatc of tranquility, 
prevented the Spaniards in America from iafulting and dif- 
trefiing the commerce of Great- Britain. They difputed the 
right of £ngliih traders to cut logwood in the bay of Cam- 
p^hy, and gather fait on the ifland of Tortugas j a right 
which, by implication, had been acknowledged in all the 
treaties which had been lately concluded between the two 
nations. 1 he captains of their armed velfels, known hy the 
name of guarda collas, had made a practice of boarding and 
plundering £riti(h ihips, on pretence of fearching for con- 
traband commodities 3 fome of their fliips of war attacked a 
fleet of Englilh merchant ihips at the ifland of Tortugas 1 a 
great number of Briti(h veflels were feizcd and detained, their 
crews iuipiiloiicd, and their cargoes confifcated: thefe af- 
fronts, thcfc violations of public faith, were heightened with 
ads of infolence and cruelty; and this to fuch an excefs of 
infiilt, that one of the Spaniih pirates, having cut or torn off 
the ear of Captain Jenkins, he bade him, cany it to his 
King, and to tell him, that the Spaniards would ierve him 
in the lame manner, ilii uld an opportunity offer. Repeated 
memorials were in vain prefcnted to the court of Sjiain by 
the htitiOx ambaiTador at Madrid : the Spaniards, encouraged 
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by the apparent timidity of the Bnglifh mioifter, perfifted in LiTrea ti. 

thefe depredations ; and the court of Madrid, to amufc the 
EngUih ambalFador with c\ afivc anfwers, vague promilcs of 
enquify, and ceduias of in(lru<5tions fent to the Spaniili go- 
vernors in America; to which, according to orders in a dif- 
ferent lUle, they paid no regard. 

The merchiints of England were not io well fatisfied a.v 
was their government with the condu& of Spatnj and loudly 
complained of the Spaniards' outrages : their complaints be- 
gan to roufe» as from a dead deep, the lethargic (pint of the 
nation. When the parliament met, petitions were delivered to 
the Lower Houfc from different parts of the kingdomj they 
were deferred to a committee of the whole houfe: an Order 
was made to admit the petitioners, if they (hould think fit, 
to be heard by themfelves, m their council. Sir John Bar- 
nard moved for an addrefs to tfie King, that all the memo> 
rials and papers relating to the Spanifti depredations ihould 
be laid before the Houfe ; and he was fo well feconded by 
the oppofition, who made tbe beft advantage of the temper 
of the times, that Sir Robert Walpole was obliged to com- 
ply» and an addrefs on the fubjed was aftually prefented. 
On the examination of evidence before the Houfc, in a grand 
committee, it appeared that ads of wanton cruelty and in- 
jullice had been perpetrated by the Spaniards on the fubjeds 

Vol. I. D d d of 
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LeTTM VI. of Great-Britain : vigorous reioiutions were propofcd to the 
HouTe by Mr. Pulteney j and theie propofals were accom- 
panied widi undeniable proo£i of breaches of treaty on the 
fide of Spain. 

I i was not yet the time, my friend, for a miniftcr lo call 
for the queftion on an interefting and important fubjc€t of 
debate, widiout the defigning to give any anfwer, eith^ to 
matter of faA related, or argument urged : the nation could 
not at this time bear that fang froid, that afllured confidence 
in the powers of corruption, with which we have heard of 
miniilers who have delivered out their mandates to an hire- 
linj^ parliament: 'no j Mr. Pulteney was warmly combated 
by Sir Robert Walpole, who affirmed, diat the propofed 
reioiutions would cramp the minifters in dieir endeavors to 
compromife the difference between the two nations; that 
they would frullrate their ncgociations, intrench upon the 
King's prerogative, and precipitate the nation into an un.- 
nec^iy and expenfive war. Sir Robert Walpole's. argu- 
ments did not produce an immediate compliance; a refor 
lution, agreeable to Mr. Pulteney's propofals, was reported, 
but the queftion being put for rc-coniniitting it, it was car- 
ried in the negative; and the Houfe agreed to a tame addrefs, 
in which they befougbt his MajeAy to u& his endeavors to- 
obtain an elSe^al relief for his injured fubjeds ; to con- 

vince 
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vince the court of Spam that his Majcfly could no longer LfrvBt vt. 
fuffcr fuch conflaut and repeated infults and injuries to be 
carried on, to the diflionor of his crown, and die ruin of his 
trading fubjedts; arid affuring him, that in cafe his royal and 
friendly inftances with the Catholic King fliouid milcariy, 
the Hou& would efie£tual]y fupport bis Majefty in the taking 
iUch meafures as honor and juftice fliouId make it necefliiy 
for him to purfue. 

■ 

In an unavailing debate in the Upper Houfe* for reducing 
the ftanding army, Lord Carteret obiisrved, that before tdie 
Revolution die people of England did not raife above two 
millions for the whole of the public charge; but now, what 
was called the current cxpence, for which the parliament - 
annually provided, exceeded that fumj and the civil M, the 
intereft due to the public creditors, and the finking fund, 
added together, compofed a burthen of fix millions yearly. 
Lord- Chellerfieid, on the fame fide of the queftion, averted, 

that ;\t U:c .icLcfliu:!. ui ihu late Ki;i^, the army did not ex- 
ceed iix thouland that it foon amounted to double that ^ 
number, and had fince been augmented, on various preiencts» 
to eighteen thouland. 

Military operations were not the forte of tlie prcfent 
miniiler : there were no laurels to be gained for Sir Robert 

D d d ft Walpole. 
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LiTTii VL Walpole in the field; and it 'was for this reaibn that the 
expenoe and the uncertainty of war was as much ihunned, 
as it had been alfidaoafly courted during the firft years of 

Queen Anne's rcign. Pufillanimity in the councils and con- 
condud of princes and flates is undoubtedly as cenfurable 
as ra(hnefs, temerity, and an obdinate continuation of the 
expence and terrors of war* Unfortunately for this coan- 
tiy, both die one and die other have dways been carried 
to extremes, because they have always been founded in felf- 
ilhnclsi but wLieli been moft prejudicial to the com- 
mon weal, 4 fliali not, my friend, at this time attempt to 
determine. 

DuxiNG the interval between the laft and the ihcceeding 

teffions of parliament, the miniilry were bufily employed in 
the endeavors to avoid a rupture with the court of Madrid; 
and the King, in his ipoech from the throne on the firft day 
of February, 1738, gave the two Hou&s to underftand, that 
a convendon was concluded and ratified between him and the 
King of Spain, who had obliged himfelf to make reparation 
to the Britifli fubjefts for then loiles, by certain flipulatcd 
payments ; that plenipotentiaries were named and appointed 
for regulating, within a limited time, all thoie grievances 
and abufes which had hitherto Interrupted the commerce of 
Gr«^-Britain in the American feaSt and for ietding mat* . 

ters 
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tcrs of dispute in fuch a manner as might, for the future, uttmvl 
prevent and remove all new cauies and pretences of com> 

plaint. 

Sxa Robert Walpole extolled the convention, as a circum* 
ftance attended with all the advantage which foccefsful arma 
could procure : future ages, he (aid, would confider this as 
die moil glorious period of our hiftory, and do juftice to the 

councils which produced the happy event. But notwith- 
ilaoding the mijiifler's eulogium, whea the convention i tie If 
was pre&nted to the Commons, and publiihed for the in^ 
formation of the public, it was io highly re&nted by the 
merchants, and ibenuoufly combated 1^ die oppc^tion, that 
Sir Robert Walpole, in exerting his whole ftrength, carried 
an addrefs of approbation to the throne, by a majority of 
twenty-eight only. 

Mk. William Pitt, a young member of fuch eatpeOatton 
as to bid fair to unite in his oratorical powers the fire of 

Demofthencs with the eloquence of Cicero, had declaimed 
againft the convention, as infecure, unfatisfa<5^ory> and dif- 
honorable to Great-Britain : the great national objedioo, he 
£ud, the Marching of Bridih ihip«» Aood in die preamble of - 
the convention as the reproach of the whol^ as the Axongeft 
evidence of the fatal fiibmiffion wMcK followed : on die pact 

of 
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xwtxt. VI. Spiiiif an ufurpation, tn inhttmtn tyranny, claimc<i and cz- 
ercifed over the American Teas } on the part of Bngland, an 

undoubted right by treatiw, and from God and Nature, de- 
clared and allcrtcd in the rclulations of parliament, were now 
referred to the difcuflion of picnipotcntiarics ; on the fame 
equal footing this undoubted right was to be difcufled and 
regulated ; and if to regulate be to prefcribe rulea in all con- 
ftru^ons, it muft be, diat that right was by the express 
words of the con vent ion to be given up and facrificcd , for 
it mufl ceafc to be any thing from the moment it was fub- 
mitted to limitation. 

Lord Gage, another member of the lower houfe, aflerted, 

tiiat the lufics iulLuncd by tlie Spanifli depredations arnouiittd 
to three hundred and forty thoufand pounds j that the Com- 
mifTary, by a ftrokc of his pen, reduced this demand to two 
hundred thoufand pounds i then forty-five thouiand was 
ibuck off for prompt payment $ fizty thoufand pounds were 
allotted as the remaining part of a- debt pretended to due 
to Spain for the deftru^lion of her fleet by Sir George Byng, 
though it appeared by the inftruilions on the table that Spain 
had been already amply latisfied on this head : theie deduc-> 
tions had seduced the balance to ninety^five thouliind pounds, 
for which the Kingp of Spdii infilled upon the SouA-Sea 
Company's paying immediately the fum of lixty-cight thou- 
fand 
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(and pounds, as a debt due to him on one head of accounts, Letth vi. 
though in other articles his Catholic Majefty was indebted to 
the Company a mtUion over and above this demand : the re- 
mainder to be paid by Spain did not exceed ieven and twenty 

thouland j-'ounds; from which he infifted on dedudUng wliat- 
cver ihe might already have given in fatisfacHon for any of 
the Britiih (hips which had been taken, and on being allowed 
the valtte of the St. Therefa» a Spaniih ihip^ which bad been 
ieized in the port of Dahlia. 

Hai? you not been a cotetnporary with thci'c times* my 
friend, you would perhaps have been furprifed that even a 
venal parliament fliould hftve refuled to ttAen to matters of 
£aft of equal importance, as related in the above ipeeches : 
it was however at this period a very hard-won triumph to 
tiic ininiftrvj the larger body ui" the people were in their 
fentiments entirely on the lidc of the oppofitionj the mod 
eminent, members of the minority feccded from parli^ent;. 
the conteft with government was as hot in the Upper 
Hou& as it had been among the Conmsons, . where the mini- 
fler was pulbed fi> hard by Lord Carteret, as to be under die 
neceillty of producing the copy of a declaration made by the 
King of Spain, bdorc he ratified the convention, fignifying,. 
that his Catholic Majefty rcfcrvcd to himfelf, in Its full force, 
the right of being able to fufpend the aiG«nto ofnegroes, in. 
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Lbttu VI. cafe the Company Ihould not pay, within a (hort time, the 
fum of iixty*cjgbt thoulknd pounds ibrliDg owing to Spain 
on the dttt|r of negroes* or on the profit of the (hip Caro- 
line; that under the validity and force of thiftprotdl, the 
figning of the faid convention might be proceeded on, and 
in no other manner. BeHdes the vail fupchority of the ar- 
gument, my friend, all the chief fpeakers were on the fide 
of the oppofition^ it was with very ^ceat difficulty the mi- 
nifter fiood his ground j and, on account of a fiimily quar- 
rel, at the head of thoie who voted againft an addrefs of 
apprubatit'ii tlic Prince oi ^^'J.k■i, whofe fervants had 

all joined the oppolition in the Lower Houlci and his Royal 
Highneis bad fat in the gallery during the whole courie of 
the debates. 

To a nation loaded with debt, as England was at this pe- 
riod, a bad, and even a ihameful treaty of peace, made on 
the plan of ceconomy* might iind many advocates among the 
independent members of the Ibciety; but this was fi> far 
from the ca& in queftion, that,the addrefles of approbation of 
die terms of the convention ftom the two Houles of Parlia- 
ment were followed by the palling a luliruiy treaty, by which 
the government obliged itlelf to pay to the King of Denmark 
feven^ thouiand pounds per annum, on die condition of 
fumifliiiig to his Britannic Majeffy a body of fix thoufiind 

men. 
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aieiit vi)atUi deoMiidedi tt the £une time the miniftry ob* Littih vx. 
tained a vole of credit, to enable them to raiie what money 
and troops the exigency of afiain, during the recefi of par- 
liament, might re^une. 

Thbsb» my friend, were Arong proofs indeed of the im* 
plicit obedience of the majority: it appcwed plainly that the 
body of Danes were retained fblcly for the defence and the 
protedHon of Hanover; for it was ftipulated in the treaty 
that they were not to be ufed either in Italy or on board the 
fleet, or to be tnnjported in whole or in part bgrond fea af- 
ter di^ Ihonid have mavched out of the territories of Den-^ 
mark. Generd votes of credit were nevcv heard of before a 
regular lyftem of corruption had taken place wiili the Re«ro-» 
lution : it was a demand which, rn the worft times, would 
have been heard with amazement, and reje<^d with angtr. 
fivt it was now become almoft as fitqaeat as the ms^ge. 
for- rating the ordmaiy foppliesf and them is only cm. 
inflance where the WMoStsty found any great dMkQ% oif dMi 
obtaining k. 

Thx very atuoBM defire wiaich the Sagli& govamneo^ 

* 

had ihewn for peace had kx. chat Meffii^ for tli^ preleat ihr 
out of their reach. The court of Spain, encouraged by tfao. 

puilllanimity of England, negiedbed the pa)'ment of the Turn 
YoL. i. £ e e ilipulated 
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lsttbrti. Aipulated by the convention : letters of marque uid repiifil 
were now granted againft Spain $ a large fleet was aflfembled 

at Spithead ; a reinforcement fent out under Admiral Had- 
dock ; the land troops were augmented; and an embargo was 
laid on all merchant Ihips outward>bound. 

Thb voice of die public in a manaer extofted tbefe prepa- 
rations from the miniAer; bowever, he continued to hold 
the olive-branch in his hand : and Keene, the Britiih mini- 

fter at Madrid, was dircdlcd to declare to the court of Spain, 
that his mailer, although he had permitted his Aibjeds to 
make r^riials, would not be underftood to have broken Uie 
peace; and diat diis permiifion would be recalled as ibon 
as his MajeOy Ihould be diipofed to make the latisfadion 
which had been fo jullly demanded, liut this was very 
far from the intention of the court of Spain : Kcene waa 
given to underftand, that the King of Spain looked upon 
thefe teprifils as ads of hoftility, and that he hoped, widk 
the affiftance of heaven and his allies* he ihould be enabkd 
to fupport a good cauie againft his adveriaries. This hoftile 
declaration was followed by a inanifefto, in which the King 
of Spain juAi&ed his condud:, and complained of the necef- 
fiuy prepacationa which had been taken by the court of Eng* 
land; and, to die terror of die adminiftntkm* die French 
^ptiwiifi^^ at dieHague declared, that theKi^g, hia mailer, 

was 
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was. obliged by treaticft to affift hu Catholic Majefty hj fea lbttse vi. * 
and land, in caie of an attack; at die lame time, he prevailed 

on the States-General to give him an aiTurance that they 
would obferve, to the utinoft of their power, a ftridt neu- 
trality* thoagh they could not avoid furniihing his Britannic 
Majefty with fuch fuccours as he could demand by virtue of 
the treaties fubfifting between die two powers. 

War was denounced againft Spain on the twenty-third 
day of Odober, 1739; his Catholic Majefty having previ^- 
ouily ordered all the Biitifli ihips in his harbours to be feized 
and detained. This iceming alertneft in the Spaniards was 
ill fec(»ided by military operation 7 it wouH appear that this 
haughty, infolent nation had iiaLttrcd iiicil iIku England 
would buy peace on any terms j for fo little were they prc*- 
pared to withftand any vigorous attack* that Admiral Vernon 
having boafted in the Houfe of Commons that be vrould take 
Porto fiello, a Spanifli town on the ifthmus of Darien, widi 
fix lliips only, was taken at his word by the Englilh govern- 
ment, and aiftually performed this venturous fervicc; and the 
Spaniards had the pufiUanimity to fuifer their town to be 
taken* and dieir forts demolifhed, almoft without bloodihed. 

On the declaration of the war with Spain, the feceding 
members had refumed their feats in the Houfe of Commons: 

£ e e 2 they 
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Ltrvta VI. they were foiled in fevcral motions they made for an enquiry 
into the condu^ of thoft wJio condiided the conTCQtioo. , A 
pcniton bill alfo, after lutving been fttfiefcd to make iti «ty 
thnHigh the Lower Houie, wae loft among the Lordai nor 

f did the miniftry fuiFcr any defeat, except in a bill they had 

prepared for reducing feamen, watermen^ hdienncnj and ligh- 
termen, to a ftate of abje^ flavery. 

On the anival of the oewi of the reduftion of Porto fiello, 
both Hoafea were in a manner unanimout in lavilh grantt to 

the crown; tlicy provided for twenty-eight thouland Uuid- 
forces, beildea ii|c tbouiand marines j tliey provided for the 
«qmpinf tit of aveiypower^ navyi they voted thafubfidy 
to the King of Denmark i and tb^ provided (ox tht defray- 
ing certain extraordinary cxpencei which were not fpecified 
in the eftimatct. The provifion for the war during the courfe 
of the enfuing year amounted, my friend, to four millions. 
To anfwer thefe extraordinary fupplies, a land tax of four 
ibiUinga in the pound was unpoiedj and hit Majefty waa 
mofeover enabled to deduft twelve hundred thoufaod poundi 
fiom the ficred depofit <if th« finking fund. 

Though the feat of war at this juncture lay in the Wcft- 
Jndics, yet the German Prince* were, 9% ufual, called in to 
the affiftance of Eaghuad. ^ a^tioaty cancluded ui Auguft 
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1740* the liandgmve of Hefle, who had manricd one of the littik 
King's daughton, engaged Co furnifh a bodf of fix thoofand 

men, for four years, in confideration of an annual fubfidy of 
two hundred and fifty thouiand crowns. 

* 

At I obierved to 70a before, my (tknA, the conduft of a 
war was not the fphere of aAion in which the genius of Sir 
Robert Walpole flione. Military preparation^ were carried 

on at a great cxpcnccj yet, cither from plans injudiciouHy 
formed, from an improper choice of commanders, from ac- 
cidentf from ignorance^ from corruption^ or from the want of 
ittentioo^ almoft emy attempt to annoj the enemy failed. 

The miniftry were difappointcd in the feizing the Spanifh 
treaiurc brought c\ cry year from the Weft-Indies; the de- 
iign of ading againft the eacmy on the coaft of Chili and 
Penit and co-operating occafionally with Admiial Vernon 
terofs the ifthmus of Darien, proved aborttfe by the realbil • 
of unnecelTary delays and unforefeen accidents: Inflwrt, ex- 
peniive ft^uadrons were equipped, without one efie^lual or 
even Aiccefsful event. Admiral Vernon, the only commander 
who had afted up to the reputation of the Btitkth arms, com- 
plained that he was n^lcAedt and in danger of bebig fieri- ' 
fiecdi and the merclianta made loud clamors on die loft of 
their ihips taken by the Spanish privateers witli impunity. 

It 
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LiTTit fli It was now, my friend» that the oppoiitioa were* by the 
almoft univcrfal voice of the people, cneounged to take 
gofovu fteps agaanft die mincer in parliamrat. 

Mr. SandySj, the mouth of the party, after a previous inti- 
mation to Sir Robert Walpolc in perfon, entered into a long 
dedu^on of that mtmfter's condud:, and concluded his fpeech 
with a motion for an addrefs to the King* that he would be 
pleaied to remove Sir Robert Walpole from his prefence and 
councils for ever. 

Mr. Pelham got up to anfwer Mr. Sandys; and attempted 
to vindicate the minifter's condu^ by pleading the ian^on 
of a corrupt majority in the two HooJes of Parliament fw 
every error and miidemeanor laid to lus charge: but diat 

part of his fpeech, in which he denied the heinous cliarge 
of corruption and undue influence, is fo very curious a piece 
of fophiflry, that I fhall do the ipeaker injuiUce if I attempt 
to. relate it in other than his own woida: 

** I SHALL grant," fiys Mf. Pelhatn, *« that dietoming. 
** a gentleman out of his poll in the fervice of the crown, 
" for voting according to his confcience in parliament, or 
** for oppofing any court meafure, he could not approve^ 
** would be a very wrong, and dangerous execdle of the pre« 

rogative 

I 
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^ rogatire of the crown. But at the ikme time I muft take littik ti. 
** notice, that an oppoiition in parliament may be Tudi at 

'* will aiFord a juft and legal realon for turning the oppofer 
*< out of the iervice of the crown, when it is indlfcreetly or 
** indecently carried on, or when die oppofition proceeds not 
** from honor and confciencc, but from mere refentment, 
** becaufe the gentleman has met with a denial in fomc fuit 
'* which his Majefty did not think fit to grant. In either 
** of thefe caieg, even a man's behaving or voting in par- 
'* liament will be a good'reafon for difmifling htm from the 
** fervice of the crown. Befides thefe, a gentleman may be 
** guilty of fevcral fort of offences, no way relating to his 
** behavior in parliament which highly deferve a diliniilioQ 
'< from the King's iervicet and dioogh his Maje% inflidU 
•* the puni(hmcnt, he may, from his natural tenderncfs, and 
** in pure charity to the otYender, be prevailed on not to 
** publiih or declare the ofience. Therefore, when a mem- 
^* ber of parliament is difmiiftd the lervice of the crown, 
** though his Majefty does not think fit to declare the of- 
** fence, it is a breach of charity in us, aiid u laiiure in our 
<* duty to our Sovereign, to fuppofe* that his Majefty dif- 
" miiied him for no other reafon but for purfoing ^ die- 
** tates of his honor and duty in parliament. 

" Now, 
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lATTtft VI. Now, Sur» with regard to the pretended confeffion, of 
« declanttioa, which hat he«ii tepfdoited as fuch a heinoiia 
** crioif, fiippoie the honorahle gentkmao had made ule of 

" the very words which have heen mentioned, we ought not 

to take them in a wrong fcnfc, if they will bear a good 
" one: and, therefore, we ought to fuppofe that he meant, 
<< by oppofing a miniftcr's meafures in parliament, not an 
. " oppofition which proceeded from a convidion of their 
" being wrong, but an oppofition which proceeded from 
** mere reientment, from a faAioas fpirit, or from a fecret 
** defign to compel the King to comply with fome unrea- 
'* fonable rcqueft; and in either of thefe cafes, he would be 
" a pitiful fellow of 9 mtniAer if he did not adviie the King 
** to dtfmifs from his ftrvice a man who made fuch an un- 

worthy ufe of his feat in either Houie of Parliament.'* 

In making tlir intcreftcd perfon a judge in his own cafe, 
my friend, the minifler was not only vindicated, but the 
right of undue utfluence ahibliitely aflb-ted by Mr. Pdham; 
his aflertions and his arguments, if there are any to be found 

in his fpccch, were fully anfwcred by Sir John Barnard, who 
was ably fcconded by Mr. Pultoiey. 

Tub balance of penvtr, that ignit fatoaa which baa ooft 
this nation fo many millions i that aigoment urged by every 

minifter. 
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mimfler, a& aa excufe for deflrudtive meafures and lavifh lu-tik vl 
cspeocesj has been almoft overturned by the intereiled or 
bungling policy in every reign. ' Qgeen Anne, at die expence* 
of millions, had atmoft given the balance into dio bands of 

tlie houfe of Auilria ; m the two liii reigns, it turned in fa- 
vor of the houfe of Bourbon, 

Mr. Polteney, dther following the didates of party, or fn 

order to call a blacker fliade on the conduit of Sir Robert 
Walpolc« applauded the meafures of Queen Anne's miniiby 
in favor of the houfe of Auftriai bat« with a great deal more 
troth and jttftice» he oqpoied the intereflied' treaties mad^ in 
the two lad reignsj and, by the following obfcrvation, ilicwed • 
how very much the dupes we were to every power which 
bad the good fortune to be in our aUiance. ** France, fay^ 
*' he, got us to chaftiie the court of Spain, for daring to 
« take any meafures contrary to her intereft ; and then fhe 
made a merit at that court of her having prevented us 
*' from doing any mifchief to thtm, noCwithftanding their 
having declared war igainft us, and openly attacked our 
town of Gibraltar. By this means, (he laifl a feundatioA 
*' for getting herfelf reconciled witii the court of Spain, and 
" by means <^ that reconcilement, and her influence upon 
our mmtllty, (t» accomplilhed die o Aer point ihe had In 
Voft, t. F f f *• view> 



Digitized by Google 



'40S -72t S^mj rf Bng/snd, Jhm tit 

fLiTTtt VI.' «« .new* which wai» to create a aew hfeacfa betw e en the 
** courts of Vienna and Midcid. 

'* As by this treaty, continued Mr. Pultency, were 
'** brought upon the brink of being forced to enter into a 
*' war, in conjundioii with Fraoce and Spain^ againft the 
'« Emperdr, the whole nation hegan to take the alann, lb 
" that our minifter was obliged to conMt his own laftty ; 
«< and this drove him precipitately into the guaranty of the 
** pragmatic fandion, in order to prevail upon the Emperor 
** to admit the introdudion of SpaniOi troops into theibong 
« places of TuiTcany, Parniat and Placentta. The treaty of 

Seville being, by this dangerous and ralh ftep> fully exe- 
** cuted on our part, it was natural to expeA a full perform* 
'* ance on the part of Spain; but Iiaiicc having now by 
** our means recovered her influence with the court of Spatn^ 
'( and it being highly advantageous for the trade of France 

to hare dilutes always fubfifting between us and Spaiii» 
•M France took care that Spain (hould pecfbrm nothing of 

what had been prooufed on her part by the treaty of Se- 
** villci except, I think, the rcftitution of the (hip Fredc- 
■* rick, and perhaps fome of the other ihips which had been 
** feised in the ports of Spain at the b^inaing of the rup- 

tore: as to all our odier demands, they remained uaad^ 
-** jttfted. The torn Ibr tdjuftaog them by commiflariee 

f expiitedj 
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" expired J that term was ag^n and again renewed; and. in Littbh vi« 

die mean time die Spaniards exercifed the right they had 
<' iet up of learcfaing our fliips in the American ieas, and 

" feiziog fuch of them as had any goods on board which 
" they were plcafcd to call contraband j by this, daily dc- 
" prcdatlons were committed upon our merchants in the 
*' Weft-Indies 5 daily complaints were made to our minifter 
herei and thus affairs Aood when Frailice, in conjandion. 
** with Spain and Sardinia, thought fit to attack the Emperor- 
** in the year 1733, with an avowed dcfign to ftrip him of; 
" aH his dominions in Italj;. 

*' In the hegioning of the lute reign, Mr. Speaker, the- 
'* power of the honie of Auftria was thought too weak;. 
'* without the addition of Sicily to their other Italian domi» 

*' nions. A miciiier Jiad beca im|>cachcd far leaving that^ 
" houfe in fuch a weak condition, by the treaty of Utrecht. 
" We had procured , him Sicily, , at the expeoce of a war. 

with Spain, becaufe^i without that addition*, the. balance - 
" of power in Eujope, it was thought^ could not be ler 
*« cured; we had therefore three reafons for joining with the 
** Emperor in this new war; one, founded upon the general . 
** intercil of Europe, bccaufc the balance of power would . 
«( be overturnf:d ihouid the . Emperor be ftripped of his Itai-. 

lian dominions I > iecond, founded upon our own honor, . 

Fffa «* becaufe 



Digitized by Google 



M 



404 ' ne H^kry of England, from the 

LsTTKn TL ** becaufe we had but two years before guarantied the prag* 
** matic fan^on, bj vhich the Empuor was induced to 
" admit of the introdaftion of Spanifli troops into Italy, 

** which troops were now employed in attacking him; and 
a third, founded upoa our particular interert, becaufe we 
could not otherwife expedk to obtain fatisfai^on or fecuriQr 
from Spain. Thefe, Sir, were weighty omfiderationsi but 
the plan of politics our miniAer had Idd down prevailed 
« orerall die&j and we continued idle* though not unex- 
penfive fpedators, till the power of the houfe of Auftria 
" was diminlfhed by tlie lois uf Naples and Sicily, and the 
power of France incrcafcd hy the accellion of Lorrain. 

Ok die domeftic politics of the minifter/' Mr. Pulte« 
mey obfcrved, that upon his firft acceflion to the fble di« 
** re^on of the public affairs, the nation was in a fair way 
'** of being able to pay off every (hilling of the public debt, 
** diat the South-Sea icheme, by its being wickedly oon- 
** duAed^ had indeed ruined many ptivatt meni but it 
«< was of lingular ttie> and might have been made of much 
** greater fervice to the public ; our irredeemable was thereby 
" made redeemable; the intercft payable on moft of our 
*' public debts was to be reduced in a few years from hve to 
" four per ceati and the South-Sea Company were obliged 
to pay off ftvea millioitt of our debts at once» by finking 

•* apart 
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a part of their capital : by thele means the finkiog fund urm n. 
would have been fo much increafed, that if it had been 

** rellgioufly applied, our public debts might have been by 
'' tins tiine almoft entirely difcharged, and all our grievous 
** taxes abolilhcd ; but this" added Mr. Pukeney, " would 
<* have very much leflened the miniAer's fund for oomip> 
" tiott» by demoliibing many poAa and places which he haa 
" at bis dilpofalj and therefore, accoiding to his plan, the 
** efieft was all means to be prereiited} the public charge 
** was to be yearly increafed, in order to oblige us to apply 
** the finking fund to the current fervice, or to run as much 
" in debt with one hand as we paid off with the other/ and 

the land-tax was to be reprefi:nted as the moft grievottt . 

tax to the nation, becanfe it fiimiflied him with the leaft 

means of cofraption. 

« In purfuaace of thefe maxims," continued Mr. Pulte- 
ney, ** the ieven millions due . by the South-Sea Company 

to the public was generoully lelealed, and the expences of 
«< the civil lift fo much increafed, that a new debt of five 
** hundred thoufand pounds was contraAed, in the year 

feventecn hundred and twenty-five, for paying the debts 
** of the civil lift, though the like fum had been granted to 

bis late MajeAy for the fame pnrpofe bnt (bur yean be- 

fiH«i a&d» upon his preient Majcfty*8 acceffion, an addl- 

** tion 
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lirrn vi» tioR of one hundred thoufaod pounds was teoAtja th« civil 
** lift, befides the hundred and iifteen thooiand pounds which 
'* weie granted for making good a pretended deficieaqr in 
« that revenue: but what furniihed him with the beft pre- 

** tence for incrcailijg the public cliargc, vva^ \.\\c famous 
" treaty of Uaoever in the year fcventocn hundred and 
« twtnt|r*five, for preventing the dangers with which £u- 
^* rope was threatened ffotn the over^grown power of die 
** houie of Aiiftiia j he did not diink it fufficient to put this 
natioii to the expence of augmenting bur ovm armies, and 
•* taking foreign princes into our pay. Surely if Europe had 
** at that time been in any danger from the over-grown power 
of the houfe of Aoftria* this nation was the left, and had 
w the kail te 6ar. The Dutch, who lay moft catpoied, were 
** £> little apprehenfive, that tbqr did not ib much as accede 
• «« to the treaty of Hanover till near a year after it was made; 
** and the French, who had the moft to fear from an alli- 
^ ance between the Emj^eror and.Spain^ put themfeiveato 
Iktlis or no expesce« nor gave us aoyaUiftam:^ when we 
w«w openly attacked by Spaia» on account of what vsf; did 
fat preffntlng the dangers to which they lay expoled: 
** whereas, we took twelve thouCuid I-JUsilians immediately 
** into our pay, granted fubiidies to the Kujg of Swcdea, to 
theJUngof Denjaarlf;* the Duke of Wolfembuttlc; and^ 
M «hai WR9. iif^ evtrtpffdnieiyc. the S»b^. to. tht Duke of 

" Wolfem- 
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« Wolfembuttk me not granted till half a year after wc Lirrta vi. 
** had made up matters with the Emperor; and the Heffiao 
<* troops were continued in our pay for feveral years after, 

" I MUST therefore conclude/' continued Mr. PuUeney, 
*' that all the expence which we put oaf^es to on account, 

oft or conftquent to the treaty of H«no?er, could proceed 

from nothing hut t deOgn to prevent our paying off any 

cotifiderahle part of our debts, or ab<Jlfliing any of our 
** taxes ; and the aboliHiing the fait duty in the year feven- 
** tccn hundred and thirty, in order to diminifli the finking 
** iimd, and renving it again in the year fereoteen hundred 
« and thirty*two, in cafe of the land tax, is t farther proof 

of this deifign i but as it would be. tedious to mention all 
** file arguments which might be brought in proof X)f diis 
*' defign, I f]i?.ll trouble you with no more, except the de- 

feating of that Ichemc which was offered to this parlia- 
^ ment for reducing the intereil payaUc upon ell our funds, 

or for putting it out of die power of any future fliioifler 
^' to prevent the nation's getting rid of its debt by degrees. 
«* We mull all remember by what means, and by whom, that 
*' fcheme was defeated; and confidering how pradticable it 

was at that time, which I am afraid will never be a|pun« 
** we muft, I think, condode, that the minlfter who de- 

ftatsd 
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LiTTiK VI. feated it could have no defign that our debu ibooid ever 
** be paid or our tflxesdimiiuihed. 

** Onb circumfbnee, before I have done," continued Mr. 

Pulteney, ** I n^u'?^ take notice on, of this miniilcr^s con- 
" du£t: — it is a thuig which has been too often pradtifed by 
" all mimfters, and that ia, the letting public fccurities ftand 
*< out without any fund for their payment, till they ran to 
« «' great difcount* when diey are bought up die mini- 
.«• fter's friends and tools, perhaps in tnift for himfelf, and 
then a lunti ib pioviUcLj ttjr paying them off 21 a lull price. 
*' We all know what a prodigious fum thoic debts due to 
the army and to forelign ilates were at laft brought to> 
« which Gominoed for. ftveral yeara to circulate under the 
** name of army debentures, at aa intereft of four per cent* 
*• without any fund for paying off the principal. Moft of 
** thofc debentures, which were certified before tlie twenty- 
*•* firft of March feventecn hundred and nineteen, were fub- 
« icsibed into the South-Sea Cbmpany: bat< of them there 
*' remained ttnfub£;ribed near four hundred thoufiuid and 
'< lifter the twenty- firft of March, feventeen hundred and 
•* nineteen, new armv debentures were made out for debts 
" not before certified for near five hundred and lifty thou* 
' *< iand pounds ; fo that for fome time before the year feveo- 
'* teen hundred and twen^-feven there was near a million 

' circulating 
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•< drrahting in army debentures tC Ibur per eait» irifliont w. 

" any certain fund for paying the principal i for as the finis 
" in<^^ fund had been appropriated to the payment of debts 
** cofltraded before the year feventeea hundred and hxtecn, 
feme jieof^ dookted whether it couid be applied to tbe 
peymenC of theft debentures j .tnd ^ere w»s ahrayB t 
** great nombcr of them tt market, ih^ came tt taft to be 
** fi>ld at thirty per cent, dilcoiintj but towards the latter 
** end of the year feventeen hujidrcd md iixtecn, all which 
** could be got at any diicount were bought up ; and a cer- 
** tain ihop in this eitf was particularly noted §or fme- 
«* chafing foch debentures : at laft^ ^pon the .feventh of 
« March, ievcotcen biwdred aod tweiH^fiXf a tefiilution 
'* was come to, in this Hoofe, to pay off all thc^ army de- 
'* bentures, of which public notice was given j and by an 
" idi of ti^e lame leifion, the hnking fiwd was appropriated 
to the payiog off all thefi» debeatures at their full pricey 
by wliich th^ laft poichalerr got, ui a £nr monthi, above 
" thirty per cent, clear pio6t." 

On the fubjeft of this laft abufe of power and truft, (f<tf 
k certainly is a great onoto defraud the creditors die go* 
venunent for die emolttment of die minlfter's friends and 
oreatares) I muft inform you, my friend, that a certain ban* 

kcr in the ci^ of London owed part of thofe riches to this 
Vol.. I* ^ S $ species 
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icTTia VI. ipeeies of oioiiopolization, which oubled turn to enter ioto 
fehemes on die iiune plan of monopoly, to iccomulate in one 
hand almoft half the property in Great-Britain. Thia is die 

ihop hinted at by Mr. Pultcney; and to one diofe acci- 
dent v¥]uch raifes a beggar to a princely fortune, or reduces 
a princely fortune to a condition of beggary, more than to 
any proper kind of police^ or care of the government, we 
owe the not being entirdy reduced to a fiate of vaAlage to 
a few overgrown fortunes, raiied by the arts of corrupdon, 
and by every fpecies of fraud which are the moft inimical to 
the welfare and the fecurity of focietics. 

Tbs anfwer, my iriend, given by Sir Robert Walpole to 
the charges of corruption, to abule of truft in the direAion' 

of the foreign afiairs of the kingdom, and to a general fub- 
verfion in thefe points of the morals of the whole kingdom, 
by connivance or example, was as vague and unfatisfadory 
as had been the anfwer given on the lame fubjed by Mr. 
Pelham » only it is worth oblervation, that he threw on the 
oppofition the blame of all die miicarriages during the late 
wars, for dteir having harangued againft regular troops and 
llanding armies, and dcciaicd, that he lli'iiJd thiiik hinifelf 
very little concerned in the ev?nt of the prcfcnt qucftion, if 
it were not for the encroachments which would thereby be 
made upon the preingadvies of the ciovni;. dierefone, for the 

fike 
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Me of hU oufter, without any .regard to himfelf* he hoped littm' w;< 

that all thole who had any doe regard for the c6nftitution» 

and for the rt^ts and prerogatives of the crown. 

which the conftitntioa could not be preibnred* would be ' 

againft the motion. 

This important motaon^ on the fate of which, it is pro- 
bable, hung the preierration or the deftrudion of the coun- 
try, by the cflfed it muft neceflarOy have on the conduft of 
future minifters, was loft by an hundred and eighty-four 
voices ; and if you will confult the debates of the Commons 
in the year feventeen hundred and for^» you will, to your 
ailonilhinent, find, that above Qacty memben, who were (Up- 
pofed to be of the minority, left the Hode before it came 
to a divifioQ. 

I ibould, I own to you, my friend, have been much puzzled 
to account for this phcnomoion, if I had not had the good 
fortune to have been acquainted with Mr. Alderdian Heath- 
cote, the ftw years which immediately preceded hit death. 
Mr. Alderman Heathcote was a very worthy and a very honeft 
man, unbialTcd by party prejudice, and ileady to the true in- . 
tereils of his country, which he underrtood better than almoft 
any member of the two Houfes I ever, had the honor of con- 
fsifingwith: he felt all the happy coniequences which muft 

G g g 2 natunlly 
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itvTia ^ aatunUy tmnd the brin^g • bod minite to difgnce and 
jmftilluiieot, and on theJe fctfont wu veiy warm in tbe op- 
pofitioft i^gainft Walpolei and be did alTiiie me, tbat the 
motion woidd htfe been carried tf the partf bad not been 

defertcd in the very crifis of the bufinefs by the tones, whofe 
party prejudices would not Aifier tbem to crown their oppo- 
fitaon mth fuoceia* by ading on wbat tbcy tanned vepeb* 
lican jmncifdei. 

What but ncceflary ruin mull attend a country whofe 
iotercAs, if not deferred for tbe lucre of gain, are tbus wan- 
tonly £cri&oed ao tbe catch^wofd of a £iAioa f 

It Wsw not tbe late of England, my friend, to have a 
long breatlimg time without the being engaged in affairs of 
the Continent. Charles the bixtii. Emperor of CJcnnany, 
and tbe left maieiiiveveigo of the houic of Aoibria, died on 
tbe twentieth dejr of OOafier, t74o: 'be was fueceeded in bis 
beMdiaufy deniniona by his eMeft dangbter, tbe Arcbdncfaefs 
Mirki Then£k, married to the Grand Dnke of Tnicanyi 
but though thi- princefs fueceeded as Queen of Hungary, by 
virtue of the pragmatic landion guarantied by dl the powers 
m Barope, yet the reftkft ambition of her neighboors pro- 
dttoed liidi contefta kmdled a-neW die flames of war in 
Ae«iHpite. mieyoong Ring of Pntflia, ammated with an 

ardent 
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iidcftt defire of exteodtng hie domuiioiUy and iarollii^ his litti» 
ita» IB the- lift of the firft mtlituy heroes of sntiquity, no 
Iboner was inibrmed of die Emperor's death, than he en- 
tered Silefia at the head of an army of twenty thoufand men, 
Seized certain fiefs, to which he aliedged his family laid claim> 
and at the fame time pabliihed a manifefto* declaring that 
he had no intention to contravene the pragmatic iandtion. 
The Eledor of Bavaria refuKed to acfcnosrledge the Arch- 
dvdiefs Queen of Hungary and Bohemia* alledging, that 
himielf had pretenfiong to thcic Juminioos, as the dcice/idanc 
of the Emperor Ferdtn^ ;the Firil. 

Om the mecciog 9S the SagliOi Parlimiif, iH tfae hf^in^ 
niqg of Aprii, feventecn h«ndred and fonj^-mj ^ tfp» 
Houfei were informed that the Queen of Hupgary had made 
requiiition of twelve thouUiLd men, ftipuktcd by treaty. 
They were told from die throne, cliat, in Che prefent uncer- 
tain ftate of afiaira, ma^r jnctdoftt;^ aodght araficwhifli povli 
render it neceffiuy for Ins ftbjefty to incur extraotdtnaiy ex- 
penoes Ibr maiiitakiifig the peagiigiic ftnAicn, at a time 
when recourfc could not poflibly be had to the advict and 
affiibuKX of parliament ; and therefore it was neceflary that 

Ihe CMuaons ihonld pnwnde iinh «;fafipijtis laiglit^ ht nx- 
qiiififee for diefe ends. 

' • Tut 
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LxTTtft The wafting the bldod and trcafure of England is a mea- 

fiife -which fixms to haye been invariaU/ purfiied by the go* 
veminent» in ft Qrftetnatic way, from the firft period of the 
Revolution. Sir Robert Walpole availed himielf of the pre- 
fent opportunity for moving, that an aid of two luindred 
thoufand pounds ihould be granted to the Queen of Hun- 
gary. Mr. Shippen, as ufual, protefted agatnft any interpo* 
fition in the afiain of Germany 1 and the Lower Houfe, a» 
ttfual, in their addrefs to the throne, approved of the mca- 
ftires of adminiflration, and declared, that they would eflec- 

tually fupport the King agaiall .Ul iiilults and ■ilLdcks which 
might be made upon any of his territories, though not be- 
longing to the crown of England j and that tliey would en* 
able him to contribote* in the moft efiedual manner, to die 
lapport of the Qgeen of Hungaiy. Agreeable to the fubjeft 
of this addrefs, the Houfe refolved, diat three hundred thou- 
fand pounds fliould be granted to las Majclty, to enable hixn 
eficdually to fupport the Queen of Hungary. 

To defray the eztraordinaiy c^iencei of the year, a mil- 
Kon was deduded from the finking fund,^that treafiire, 
which in time was to (^>erate to die working the naticm out 

of debt ; and the laud tax was continued at four IhilliDgs in 
the pound. 

The 
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Tre events of the wttTr my hieaA, were, not aniwecable biT«» vr. 
to die liiccefi which the government met with in the two 

Houfes of Parliaintnt. Sir Challoner Ogle, who idAtd tiiis 
year from Spithead, met with a ftorm in the Bay of fiifcay, 
and his fleet* confifting of above one hundred and ieven^ 
. &S1, were fcattered and diiperied« Ogl^ after colleding. his 
Mattered fi>roe8, continued his coitrfe to Jamaica j- in his 
way he encountered part of a French fquadron^ under the 
command of the Marquis D'Aittin, who had. orders to affift 
the Spaniih Admiral De Torres, in attacking and diftiefli^g 
the Engliib ihips and colonies l on the cefitiai of the Fxendi 
to bring to^ they were faluted by the Engliih with a broad-* 
fide; a finart engagement enfoed ;. but fl« war had not yet 
been declared between the two natioiii, on the dUcovery by 
the morning light of the French colours, hoflilities ceafcdi 
the reipedtive commanders feciprocaUy excuie4 themibhr^ 
for the miflake which had happened^ and par^l fxieads« tho* 
with a confidecable lofi of men en both fides.. ' 

On tlie arrival of Ogle at Jamaica, he joined Vicer Admiral 
Vemon« who, with the union of this fquadopni was at die 
head of a fbrmidaUe fleef, oonfifting^of twa]^*^iiuie Ihips of 
die line> with- an equal n«mber of fiigate^- fii»>flup8» aad 

bomb-ketche?, alt' well manned, and plentifully, fupplied. 
with provifioas, flore$> and ncccilarics.. •.-r - . ■ . ..'1 

Vr 
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floet .«ad tnhj which bid evBr fidled on tlide sad thtt 

had this trnnftment been ready to at the proper feaibu 
of the year, under the condud of able officers who were 
united in council, and whofc regard to the honor and the 
intereft of their country was fuperior to private pique and 
maSKt, that the Havaaiuh, and the whole jfland of Cuba* 
tni^t hav« been caialf rednced; that the whole tiealnre 
of the Spaniih Weft^Iodiea would have been intercepted* and 
the proud Spaniard coniequeotly crufbed and humbled into 

» 

abje^ fubmilUon. 

« 

Not e^ly» or ib fiircfy, my friend, was England to be 
repaid An* the many millions it had already fpent in this un- 

fuccefsful war. By an un it countable iicgleCt in the dilpatch 

of bufinefs. Ogle was detained at Spithead until the feafon 

for adion was over; and whether it was owing to the fear of 

meeting with the periodical rains, which begin about the 

end of April, and which are attended with epidemical dif- 

tempers, or feme other coniideraiiCKi, whien pglc» on the 

ninth day of January, arrived at Jamaica, Vemosi, inftead of 

dirc^ing his courlc to the Havannah, failed towards Hif- 

paniola, in Qrd«- to obierve th^ motion of the J^rench fqua- 

4nm comwMindfld. by the Man|His D'Aotin. Vemon, miiTing 

the enemy, prooeeddl to: Cuthyqa^ whsfe the En(lii^» 

from 
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from a feries of unpardonable blunders, and through the Littek vi. 
difagreement between the Admiral and the General, were 
foiled in their attempt on the town, in which they loft many 
men, befides numbers who, after the re-embarkation of the 
troops, were taken off hy the fatal diftempers peculiar to the 
climate and the feafon. Another unfucccfsful expedition to 
Cuba, finiftied for this year the loffes and difgraces which, 
through the whole year, had attended the Britiih arms ; and 
this, with the large number of prizes, to the amount of four 
hundred and leven ihips, taken by the enemy, not^ithftand- 
ing three large fleets maintained for die proteAion of com- 
merce, had an efieffc on the temper of England j that, not- 
withftanding the whole weight <rf minifterial influence, the 
contrary intereft prevailed in the new parliament, which 
opened on the hril day of December, feventcen hundred and 
for^-one. 

The addreis of thanks to his Majeily, which, you know, 
my friend, is always an echoing back the fpeech from the 
throne, was^ carried by a fmali majority ; but the circum- 
* ftance which progaofticated die total defeat of Sir Robert 
VMpole's power, was the carrying the point of a dilputed 
dedion by Sx voices only. Men who forJakc the principles 
of confidence^ ftldom preferve thofe of honor : a minifter. 

Vol. L H h h under 
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LtTT«& VI. under the circumftanccs as dcfcribcd above, is always dc- 
ferted by thofe whofe precaution engages them to make ait 
early court to the nevr &.Toriies of tonne. In the next 
^neftionj the court intereft was not powerful enough to Tup- 
port dieir members for Weftminfterj nay, mori^ the high 
bailiff was taken into cuAody for Qlegal pmftlccs ai die poll ; 
and three jufticcs of the peace who, on the pretence of pre- 
venting riots, had fent for a military force to over- awe the 
deftioo» with the military officer who had ordered the f(A^ 
diers to march, were reprimanded on thdr knees at the bar 
of the Honfe* 

Th-e party in oppofition m;untained the fuperiori^ thcj 
had gained in deciding on other controverted cl»£lu)mi and 
Sir Robert Walpole now found himielf on the brink of ^ 
Tower. Widi unwearied diligence his emiflaries were em- 
' ployed in the bufinefs of bringing o?er, by proper tempta- 

tions, the moft confiderable members of the oppofite party: 
a meiTage was fent by tlie Biihop of Oxford to the Prince of 
Wales, hnporting, that if his Royal Highaela would wri«B « 
letter of cendeicenfion t9 the King, he en^ aff his cmmfiffonf 
Aonii be taken hmo hcirw, fifly dwu&adi pounds QnoM be 
added to bis fonr tibies ihat lum (hould be diibnr&(f 

immediately for the payment of his debts, and fiiitable pro- 

vifion 
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of villi » vuf ImMn ips^p^ d^eUaed » propoCd 

wbich muft b«re loft turn die coafideoce of t party who re* 

garded him as their head, and totally have funk his reputa- 
tion witli th^ pubhc : he deckrod lie would not accept of 
any coBditipns while Sir Robert Walpole continued to dircA 
die public affiun i that he looked upon this minifler at a 
bar between his Majefty and the afiodion of his people^ as 
the author of the nstional grievances at home and abVoad» 
and the fole caufc of that contempt which Great-Britain had 
incurred in all the courts in Europe. Foiled in this attempt 
by the ftcady conduit of the Prince, and finding his party 
every day grow w^dc^ and weaker in the Hou& of Com- 
mons, the minifler took into ftrions confidetation a timely 
retreat. The King adjourned both Houfes of Parliament for 
the fpace of a fortnight, and in the interim Sir Robert Wal- 
pole was created Earl oi Urtord, and reOgaed aU his em- 
ployments. 

It was- not a ihelter in the Houfe of Loids, my friend* on 
\ditch the minifter depended for his UdeHyi he was wdl con- 
vinced, that the oppofition, if they had fufficient honefty, 
had fufficient powers to drag him from any fuch retreat ; and 
in this opinioa himielf and his events operated with fuch 

H h h a Indefatigable 
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and courtefy which follow thf^? Y^t Mr. PulCeney gave ii|> 
all thefe advantages, with' the charader .of the ilrft and the 
firmeft patriot in die kingdom, for an empty title,-^ title, 
indeed, lb empty, that he had no fooner accepted u, than, 
according to what I have iieard my father, who was a great 
admir^ of Mr. Pulteney» fay, the refpe^ul attention of 
mankind was turned into a ftudied contempt and negleft, the 
acclamatioot of the public into feoA and hifles, and every 
feat Mr. Pulteney touched, as if infected with the plague, 
* was carefully avoided. 

In the pliant manners of thefis times, which bend to tx- 
terior appeanmces, widiout any re^rd to conduft or princi« 
pie, vft can have no idea of die mortifications endured by 

this quondam patriot: jndcrd they ultc lo great, tiiat he was 
accuTed by the frce-tbinkers with tlie want of fpirit for the 
not putting a fudden period to his life; but experience Ihewa 
that Lord Bath judged better, ^d he lived to fee the dme 
when a full complacency was paid to his fortune and his 
rank, without any regard, except by a few primitive men, 
to his former defeiSion : however, my friend, I cannot leave 
the fubjedt without the foUovring lefle^o. That the iall 
«f tliis grfat auQ la Oiie of tho moft mnarfcabie infltnces 

which 
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which (hew the Almighty Ruler of the Univeife will littu ru 

not iLtlTcr dc-fcdLivc chiiraflcrs to be inilfumcnts in fo glo- 
rious a work as the breaking the yoke of tyranny j nor per- 
mit that men, who are without the priociple to enjoy, for 
807 length of time* the fewiids of virtue* or e?ai to cany 
the externals to die grave. 
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which fl>ev that the Almighty Ruler of the Univerfe will 
not fufier de&dive characters to be inftruments in to glo- 

rious ;i uork as the brcakijig the yoke of tyranny; nor per- 
mit mcDj who are without the principle of virtue^ to en- 
-joy, for any length of time, its nevei;-failing rewards, or even 
to carry ita octemals to the grave. 

I am» dear Sir, 

Your oioft alfedionate, 

And moft grateful Servant, 

CATUAIUN£ MACAULAY. 
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^^CTS, pafled in the Scotch Parliament, after the Revo- pace 
lution, - - . . 148.9 

s of attainder againft the Iri(h Protcftants, - 12 

Alliance^ triple, afterwards quadruple, ita engagements, 
gigi — its confequences, - 

Jlmanzay battle of, - - , _ j^q 

Anncy Queen, her acccflion to the crown, i — abilities and 
principles, 84J — a quarrel with her fifter, Queen 
Mary, 85 •, — favors the tories and excludes the whigs, 
M} — her firft fpeech to parliament, Ei \ — appoints the 
Duke of Marlborough captain- general of the army, 
^ applies part of the revenue paid by the clergy 
to the increafe of fmall benefices, 1 35 j — puts the 
management of Scotland into the hands of tories, 
152 i— makes a whig adminiftration in Scotland, 170 
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— differs with the Duchefs of Marlborough, 185 
fond of power, 8^ iM. j — addreflcd by parliament on 
the death of her huA)and, 197 ; — her fpeech to parlia- 
ment on the propofals for a peace, 252 — her de/ign 
to fct the Pretender on the throne, 267, 269 ; — cor- 
rcfponds with him, il/id; — her death and charader, 
270; — her gcnerofity, 1 q^, 

Arguments again(l the bill for the South-Sea Company, 

ArgyUy (Duke of) heads the revolutioners, 169 j — made 
general of the forces in Scotland, 275; — mafter gene- 
ral of the ordnance, • - . 

Armyy a great part of it difbandcd, ^ ^ j — a (landing 
army with martial law voted, 

Atterburyy (Bifhop of Rochefter) imprifoncd for a plot, 
232 i — convifted and banifhed, 330, 

Afleflfury election, lifi ; — fee Commcns. 

B. 

Balance of power, an ignis fatuus to rob the nation, 40» 
Bank of England eftablifhcd, 1^ \ — aft of parliament con- 
cerning it, - - - - 2Q7 
Barcelona taken, 114 j — the ficgc raifed, - - 120 
Barnard (Sir John) moves for the reduftion of the intereft 
of money, 376 ; — for an addrefs to the King on the 
Spanifh depredations, ... 385 
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Bathurji (Lord) his /pccch on the propofcd reftitutlon of Py;ct 



Gibraltar, &c. ... - ;^48-9 

Bavaria conquered by the allied army, - - lOi 
Bentbow (Admiral) defcrtcd by fome of the navy captains, 

97 i— died of his wounds, - - - 



Bill for forming an eventual regency on the Queen's death, 
14.1 i — agalnft occasional conformity, 236 j — for fcp- 
tennial parliaments, 287 — for limiting the peerage, 
ihid^ 289 i — againft the directors of the South-Sea 
Company, 305; — for mutiny and defertion, 311, qi6i 
— for raifing money on papifts, ^2^\ — for regulating 
play-houfes and their exhibitions, - - 380 

BiJliopSy eight refufe to take the oaths, - "13 

Blenheimy battle of, iq6 ; — houfe, its expence in building, 361 
Blount (Sir John) the proteAor of the infamous South- Sea 

Scheme, .... y?2 

« 

Bolingbroke (Lord) his obfervations on the parties who were 
for the peace of Utrecht, 265 ; — at variance with the 
Earl of Oxford, 266 ; — encourages the Queen to ex- 
alt the Pretender, 269 — impeached, - . - 276 

Burnet (Bifliop of Sarum) a financier, fiQ-,— his obferva- 
tions on the clergy's firft fruits and tenths, 133, - 135 

Bjng (Sir George) defeats the Spanifti fleet, - - 317 
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C. 

fACl 

Cadiz, unfuccersful expedition againil it, • » q6 

Caroline (Queen) her large fettlement by parliament, « 365 
Carteret (Lord) for reducing the ftanding army, ^82*, — 
embraces the court's offers, and is made preHdcnt of 
the council, - 4.20 

•Caufes of parliament's being obnoxious to the people, 350 % 

and of the crown's vaft influence, - - 268 

Cevennes^ the proteftants forced to take up arms againil the 

perfecution of Lewis XIV. « « 104 

CharaHer and condud of William III. - * 25 

— — — — of Queen Anne, - - 170 

Charles (Archduke of Auftria) lands in Catalonia, 1 14. - 
takes the title of King of Spain, ibid j — chofen Em- 
peror of Germany, iifi — his death, - - 413 
Chejlerfield (Lord) oppofcs the play-houfe bill, - - 380 
Cfmrch government, a minifterial engine, - "1 
Churchill^ fee Marlborough. 

Clergy^ creatures of government, - - * 1 

CommiJ/ioners appointed to enquire into the flate of forfeited 

cftates in Ireland, - - 44 

— — — to treat of an union between England and 

Scotland, - - - lyi 
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CmmonSf (houfe of) liberal grants to King William, j6v — page 

their firmners as to fupplies and the army, ^ j— in 

their addrefs to Queen Anne, rcfleft on the charaAer 

of King William, 22 , their undue exertion of 

power relative to the Ayiefbury elcAion, 128 ; — ex- 

ceflive warmth againft the Duke of Marlborough, 

240-1 ; — againft Sir Robert Walpole, 24.2 ; — repre- 
fentation againft the Dutch and other allies, 24^, 

246; — vote the Dutch memorial a falfe and malicious 
libel, 247 i— liberal grants to George L 334, 336-, — ■ 
to George II. 366-8, 306 j — carelefs of the juft ends 
for which they were chofen, 370 ;-— ufelefs and expen- 
five if dependent on the crown, - - 371 

Confpiracies againft King William, - - " i2 

CoHjlittttion received a fatal injury by the feptennial bill, 287^ 

— encroachments upon it, - - - 359 

Convention with Spain, - 388 
Convocation, debates in the two Houfes, - - 137 

Corruption formed into a regular fyftcm from the Revolution, 
312* — efficient caufe of complaifant parliaments 
to the crown, ^21 \ — Biihop SheHock an advocate 
forit, - - - - 221 

Court intertft defeated in the Houfe of Commons, - 418 

Cowper (Lord) made Chancellor, 274 — his fpeech againft 

Atterbury's Wll of pains, - - - ill 

Creditors 
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Creditors of government defrauded, - - 40§ 

Crown, the power retained by it at the Revolution, 5 j— 
limited to the Frincefs Sophia of Hanover, ^ i~the 
caufes of its unlimited influence, - • a6t 

Cujlomhoufe officers fuck the vitals of the public, - 374 

D. 

DarieHf fettlcment there by the Scotch, 1^ ruined, igg 

Davena/it's political obfervations, 24-5 charader of a mo- 
dern whig, - - - ' 2A. 

Debates in the Scotch parliament about the aA of fecurity, 
i£2 i — fee Scotch parliament, 

■ ■ in the Engli/h parliament; — fee CommenSy Lcrdsy 
and ParliamenL 

Debentures^ army abufed, - - - 408 

Denairty battle of, - - - - 11^ 

Denmark (George Prince of) an annual fettlcment voted for 
him ihould he furvive the Queen, 22 \ — appointed 
Lord High Admiral, his death, - - 197 

Derwentwater (Earl of) appears in arms for the Pretender, aSi 
Differences between the Houfe of Lords and the Commons, 

Dire^ors of the South.Sea Company punifhed by parlia- 
ment, - T. - ' - -^O^ 

Dijputes 
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Diffutes between whig* and torics in parliament, 55; — pace 
fee JVhi^i and Torics. 

Diffenters (proteftant) obtain a toleration, 6& \ — traduced 
by the high church clergy and tories^ 138-9 \ — united 
with the whigs, 127 petition againft the occasional 



conformity bill, .... tj6 

Divifioju among the tories in adminiftration, - - 265-6 

Donawert^ intrencbments forced, - I05 

Dundee (Lord) in arms for King James, • - 145 

Dunkirk poflcfled by the Engliih, - jfifi 



Dutch carry on a trade with the French while at war with 
them, mi — exult over Lewis XIV. zii j — jealous 
of the tory adminiftration, 230 j — cenfured by the 
Houfe of Commons, 243, 24.6 publifti a memorial 
in anfwer, • . . . 

E. 

EUQion difputed in the Houfe of Commons, carried but by 



fix votes, - , . - 417 

■ controverted at Maidilone, * .69 

— — at Aylefbury, - - 12& 

Eugene (Prince) defeats the French at Turin, and raifcs the 

fiege, L22 i — comes to England, 233 leaves it, 243 

Excife bill propofed, - - - ^21 

Vol. L K k k FaliionSy 
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PACE 

Faltiensy three on the accefllon of King William, . £ 

• , high church and low church, i2j i^X i— fee Parties, 

Favor of princes, unftable, _ _ . 263 

French fleet defeat the Englilh and Dutch fleet off Beachy- 
head, 23 ; — engage Admiral Bembow, « 
— — army beat the Allies at Denain, - _ 

Fundy general, aft for, - - - • - ggy 

— , fuiking, 296-8, 353 i— perverted, - - 409 

G. 

Cage (Lord) fpeaks againft the convention with Spain, ggp 
Gaming companies fet on foot, ... ^Qg 

Ceot^e L his acceflion, 222 i— his meflage to the Lords for 
limiting the number of Peers, 289; — purchafes Bre- 
men and Verden, ^12-, —m akes a treaty with Sweden, 
3L8.i — his fpeecKto parliament on Attcrbury's plot, 
324-. — his negociation with Pruflia and France, ^ ; 
— his fpeech to parliament on the treaty between Au- 
ftria and Spain, 3^9.^4^ his death and charafter, 3^ 
George II. his acceflion, ^ ; — his firft fpeech to parliament, 

361 i— his meflage to Prince Frederick, . ^ 5 

German. 
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Certnan intereds too prevalent at court, - 312, ^^g, 356 



Gertruydenburgh treaty, . « _ 21 215 

Gibraltar taken, - nfi 

— — — befieged by the Spaniards, - . 354 

Glafgowy a tumult there on the malt-tax bill, - 343 

GUncOy mafTacre, . . « - 149 



GodoSphitt (Earl of) difmiHcd from the treafury, 65 

made Lord High Treafurer, 86i — in difgrace with the 
torics, 137 i — ^joins with the whigs, 138 \ — cenfured 
in the report of the Houfe of Commons, - ^40 

Great-Britain too often involved in war, 315 j — a fufFerer 
' both by the temerity and puflllanimity of its rulers, 

388 i — fupports the Queen of Hungary, - 414 

Hamilton (Duke of) for the Revolution, I4-4-; — his conduA 
in the Scotch parliament, 160. 167, 171 \ — created 
Duke of Brandon as a peer of Great-Britain, - 237 

Hanmer (Sir Thomas) his fpccch about the Pretender, - 347 
Harley (Robert) chofcn fpcakcr of the Houfe of Commons, 
61 J— made fccretary of ftate, 187 i — confederates with 
Mrs. Mafham to difplacc the Marlborough party, ib. 
— his intrigues and removal from office, igoy—his 

K k 2 propofals 
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propofals to the Commons on the public debts, 126 \ PAot 
created Earl of Oxford, and made Lord High Trea- 
furer, 227 — his artifices and duplicity, 264-5 > — bis 
difference with Lord Bolingbroke, 266 i — dirmtflcd 
from the poft of treafurer, 269 j— ^ impeached, . 
Haver/ham (Lord) his fpeech againft the treaty of unioa 

with Scotland, - 177 
Heaihcote (Alderman) a friend to his country, 411 \ — op- 

pofes Walpolc, - - . 41a 

Highland clans fubmit to Kjiig William's governmeot, - 149 
Holt (Lord Chief Jufticc) his firmae& againA the undue 

power exerted by the Commons, - - 129 

Home (Earl of) leads the Scotch jacobiCes, - - 159 

Hofier (Admiral) fent to the Weft- Indies, and dies, - 344.5 
Hungary (Queen of) fupported by Great-Britain, - 414 

Hungerford*s fpeech againft Walpole, and his adminiftration, 347 

I. 

Jacohilesy their principles, 6, ^i* — difappointed in their hopes 
refpedting Scotland, 148; — .correfpond with James II. 
and make efforts in his favor, divided and de- 

prefliid, 275; — arc riotous and feditious, - 277 

James 



( 435 ) 



rAOE 



James II. lands in Ireland, i6j— his folly, bigotry, and 
cruelty, £2, 15^ — defeated and flics to France, 23}— 
his death, - - - - fii 

Jefferies (Lord Chancellor) a bill to attaint him, loft, - u 
Imperial court dilatory in their military councils and fup- 
pHes, ^ 1 16, 123 perfecutes the Hungarian pro- 
teftants, - - . 10^ 

I army under Prince Lewis of Baden, defeated, - 35 

■- refident, his memorial to George L and declared 

to be infolent by parliament, - - 351 

Innocent perfons involved with the guilty, - - 307 

Invafion of Scotland, projefted by France and the Scotch 

Jacobites, - 193 

Jofeph (Emperor) fucceeds his father Leopold in the Em- 
pire, 115 ; — bis death, - 228 
hijli proteilants, the intention of James II. and his council 

to root them out, - . • 1& 

■ papifts entirely reduced to King William, 2£i — their 

terms of capitulation, ... iij-S 

K. 

Kenmuir (Lord Vifcount) takes up arms for the Pretender, 

281 i — impeached, - . - 28^ 

KtHti/h petition, - - . ggi 

Kings \ — fee JVilliamt George. 

Landed 
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Landed intercft duped by fclfifhricCs, - - 378 

Laws, uncertain, obfcure, and perplexed, - . ^6g 

Layer tried and executed for treafon, - - 328 

Legion, a libel againft the Houfe of Commons, • - 57 

Leopold (Emperor) his death and charadlcr - - 115 



Lewis XIV. his perfidy and power, ij_v— -fupplies King 
James with a fleet, and land officers, i£; — his impo- 
litic conduift, fio- 1 V — profccutcs the proteftants in the 
Cevennes, 104-, — makes propofals of peace to the Al- 
lies, 18 ^, 201, ii2 J — by means of the Englifli mini- 
ftry rcfumcs his lofty ftrain, 2jo-, — his death, - 278 

Liberty of the prefs obliquely attacked, - 379 

IJmerick, treaty of, 25;-- dif^uftful to the Irifti proteftants, 22 
Limitations in the aft of fucceffion, - - 312 

Londonderry, Its gallant defence, - - .17 

Lords (houfe of) refolutions in the affair of Aylefbury, 
1 30- 1 ; — vote that the church of England was in a 
flourifhing condition, 14.2 ; — debate on the privileges 
of the Scotch peers, 237 ; — debates on the peerage 
bill, 287 ; — vote the Pretender's declaration to be a 
falfe, infolent, and traitorous libel, 326; — throw out 
a penfion bill, .... ^1)6 

Lords, 
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Lordst twelve created at once, - • - J28 

^ ■■— , twelve proteft againft the feptennial bill, - 2S7 
— proteft againft the fufpcnfion of the habeas corpus 

aft, - - - - - 3^4-5 

— — , fevcntecn proteft againft an addrcfs to George L - .^49 

Ludlow (General) national ingratitude to him, « u 
Lutterel (Governor of Dublin) his cruel proclamation, - 

M. 

Madrid poflcflcd by the Englifli, - - - ' iii 

Malplaquety battle of, - - - - zoS. 

Mai: tax bill ojipofcd at Glafgow, ^4.^ unprecedented, 353 

Jidar (Earl of) proclaims the Pretender, 279^ flics to 

France, ----- 284. 
Marchmont (Earl of) moves for a fettlement of the crown 

in the protcftant line, ; — heads the revolutioners, 160 



Marlborough (Duke of) his rife, 82 > — appointed Captain- 
general of the array, oi ; — raifed to the rank of Duke, 
with an annual pcnfion, loo j — forces the intrcnch- 
ments at Donawert, 105^— gains the battle of Blen- 
heim, 107; — is honored with the rank of Prince of 
the Empire, 116 : — defeats the French at Ramilies, 
1 1 8 V — favored with the honor and manor of Wood- 

ftock,. 
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ftock, i^i j — beats the French at Oudensrd» 1961— paoi 
at Malplaquet, zoi-,— attacked by the tory admini- 
ftration, 239; — charged with peculation, 240; — dif- 
mifled from all his employments, 242 retires out 
of the kingdom, 249, 263 ^ — reftorcd to his former 
employments, ... - 274 

Marlborough (Duchcfs of) differs with Queen Anne, itij, 189 
Martial law voted, - -* - -311 

Mary (Queen) her death, • - - 8^ 

Majham (Mrs.) undermines the Duche(s of Marlborough, 

iMj — falls out with Harley, - - 367-9 

Mefnager fcnt by France to treat with the Englifh miniftry, 232 
Mittifters of {late, for dividing the fpoil more than for pro* 
moting the nation's welfare, 35 treat the Commons 
now with more difrefped than formerly, - - 386 
Minifiry carry a queftion but by four, , - 342 

MoUf-juorlh (Lord) his fpccch on the treaty with Sweden, 319, 321 
Mons taken, - - - - - 211 

Muttden (Sir John} tried by a court martial for cowardice, 

acquitted, but difmilTed from the fcrvice, - 2^ 

N. 

National dcbty its rife, progrefs, and influence, 78, i^8i— 

confidered by the Houfe of Commons, - 298, 376 

Navy 
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fTavy of England, fhamcfully ncgtcfted, - ig^. 126, 191 
North and Grey, (I.,ords) againft the uhion with Scotland, 

178 i — charged with being In a confpiracy, - 329 

Nottitigham (Earl of) a leader of the tory fadlion, and ap- 
pointed fecretary of ftatc, 8^ 11 j — rcfigns the office, " 
1 ^8 i — againft the union with Scotland, 1 78 — joins 

the whigs againft Harley and the French peace, i%G ; 
made prcfidcnt of the council, 274 ; oppofes the fcp- 
tcnnial bill, - - • « ■ - zM. 

O. 

Olf€rvatscfu on Pulteney Earl of Bath's deferting the intcrcft'' 
of his country, - 

Occafional conformity billy repeated attempts for it, 128 

parted, - - -■ . i-^C 

Ogle (Sir Chaloner) his engagement with the French fleet, 415 

Orleans (Duke of) betrays the Pretender's councils, 27S j 
gives information to the court of England of a new 
confpiracy, - - - - 322 . 

Ormond (Duke of) appointed general in Flanders, with or- 
ders not to fight, 259; — takes pofteflion of Ghent, 
261 ; — difmin*ed from his command, 274; — impeached, 
276^ — attempts an infurrcftion, - - agg 

Oudenard, battle of, - - , . » tt^g 

Oxford (Earl of) — fee Harley. 

Vol. L L 1 1 Parliament 
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P. 

FarUament of England differs mth that of Scotland about 

the fettlement of Darien, ■ - • - »53 

^ debates in it, 55, 59 — on the abjuration bill» 
68 V— pafs an ad againil the Scots, 1691 — debates on 
the peace with France, 255, 258 ,— on the civil lift 
debts, and the fubfidy to Sweden, - ' 

Pmhs, evil effeOs of them to the country, 

16, 182, 2O0, 4.12,415 

PartMMtxeatf^ 492-HnemoriaI againft it^ 50^— rendered 

abortive^ - - - - 5* 

Pilffiw Mime and non-refiftance encouraged hj tory ad> 

dreffi:$, - - - - - 222 

Pttrmage to chureh livings in Seothmd reftored, '258 « 

breach of the union, 
Pelham (William) defends Sir Robert Walpolc, . - . 598 

Ptopk of Great-Britain fupine and afleep under miniftcrial 

offstSSmn^ 37a intake the alarm at the exciie biU, • 375 
Pttitm from the county of Kent to the Commons voted 

Icandalous and feditious, - - -56 

PArA>(King of Spain; retires in disgrace to Madrid, laos 

—abandons his capital, - - « I2E 

Pitt (William) declaims againft the convention with Spain, 389 
PtrtP Bella uksn, - - r - 395 

PfiNMgal 
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ParHiiel renounces France and joina the allies, 103 ;-~>in'> 

vaded the Frcach and Spanifli arnif, - - 108 

Pri^mtk fanffimy « - - - 412 

Prvrw^tf/fvr, a dead weight on the conftittttlon, - 234^ 

■ ■ of making Peers, the moft noxious part of mo- 
narchical power, - 288 
Prejf jtersanifm cflabltftied as the national church txi Scotland, 148 
Fre^My the rebels fuxrender there, - - 282 



Pretoider (Chcmdier 'St« George) acknowledged as Sove- 
reign of Great-Britain by Lewis XIV. 6x)— &ils for 
Scotland, 194, 196 his profioliUs to Qnecn Anne, 

' 268 ; — ^proclaimed in Scotland by the Earl of Mar, 

*79' — in Scotland, and is crowned at Scoon, 
283 \ — ilies to Fiance, 284^— his declaration addre/Ted 
to the nation, - . » . -3*5 

Frhui of Wales 1— fee Hetties. 

PrmaSy few ever exifted who were equal to die poft and 

power, . - - - 84,271 

Prior (Matthew) fent to Verlailles with the preliminaries 

of peace, 231;— excepted out of the aft of grace, 276-7 

FrojeSl of borrowing on funds very pernicious, - 82, 85 

Pr$pofals for peace made by France to the Allies, 212 
made by Great-Britain to France, ijij— oppofed 
by the whigs^ - * • . «.|4 



4 
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Frolffi of fonie whig Lords againft the French peace ordered 
to he expunged the books of the houfi', 2585 — fee 
herd}. 

Protcjlanls, impoliticly and unjviftly perfccutcd in Hungary, 10^-4 
Pri'Jpa (King of) attacks the Queen of Hungary, - 412-13 
Public crcd.it fhaken, - - - 290, 323 

Pultcney (VViiliam) made fccretary of war, 275; — reports to 
the Commons the contents of Atterbury's plot, ^28 — 
his fpeech againft the fupplies, 337 \ — propofes vigo- 
rous refolutions to the Commons, 3861 — his-obfcrva- 
tions on the treaties with foreign powers, 401 •, — on 
the miniftcr's politics, 404 ; — is brought over to the 
court intercft, and created Earl of Bath, 42 1 the 
objeJt of public contempt, - - - 4 



Slueenjbury (Duke of J the Queen's commiflioncr in Scotland, 
1 58 i — oppofeJ in the aifl tor the fupplies, i£x j — his 
cabal with Simon Frazcr, 166 ; — appointed to treat 
with Mcnagcr for a peace with France, - - 222 



R. 

RamiUes^ battle of, - - ng 

Rebellions^ unfucccfsful, either increafc or produce tyranny, iIJ 

Reforwatiin 
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Reformation from popery, partial, and injured by court policy, j 

Reprisals againft Spain, .... 

Rejolutions in parliament, relating to the fucce/Tion, ^ — on 
the controverted cledlion at MaidlVoiic, 6g; — on the 
rights and privileges of the Commons, j — on the 
national debt and public funds, - - 292 

Refttntption of the grants made by King William carried in 

the houfc of Commons, - tni 

Revenue fettled by King William, ^ l2 •, — on Queen Anne, 

— on George II. . . _ :j6i-2 

RevolHtiotty incomplete for fecuring the people's liberties 
againft the alledgcd prerogative of the crown, ^ ^ 
72, 2_3 » — advantages thereof to the people, 22^ 21 »~ 
introduced greater venal corruption, - - 309 

RJet acfl parted, - - - - 277 

Rochejler (Earl of) againft the war with France, ; — Lord 

Lieutenant of Ireland, and at the head of the torics, 157 

Sa(heverel {X)o&.or) his incendiary fcrmon, 218; — impeached 

and iiricd, - - - 2 19-20 

Sandys (Mr.) moves to addrefs the King to remove Sir Ro- 
bert Walpole from his prefence and councils, ^^li"— 
embraces the oAFers of the court, and is made a Lord 
of the Treafury, - - - ' - 420 

Sa-voy 
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Sevey (Duke of) renounces his trestjr with Fnmee* Md 

joins the Allies, .... io| 

Smfhidge (Jacob) a Soath>Sea direfior, and expelled the 
houie of Commons, 306 ^ — ^iiiiiocenC^ but |miiiflied 

with the guilty, - J07 
Schmbcr?; (Gencrn!) national grants to him, - - 7 

Scotland^ the L.nglilh laws of trcafon extended to it, - 19^ 

ScotSy receive with joy the news of the Prince of Orange's 
knding, 1 43 ^-^tequeft htm to aflume the i^overnment 
of Scotland, ikid; — ^receive with joy the news of King 
William's death, • ' • - - iflS 

dergv complain of fome ads of the tory adminiftration, 15ft 
— — convention vote that James II. by his mifgovernment 

had fortVitcd his right to the crown, - - 14^ 
■■ miiiiftry dunged, .... j^q 
— ~— parliament paf"? nn aA for the abolition of cpifcopacy, 
J 46 i — del)ate on the a^ of fcttlement, &c. 160, 167 j 
>~addrefs Queen Anne on the rumor of a Jacobite 168 
plot, peers fecede from the Britifli parliament, 247 



their real value in parliament, - 24^ 
Section in the Scotch parliament, 156 in die houfe of 

Lords, 247 } — in the houfis of Commons, - 391 

Septennial a<5l pafTed, 287 its bad confequences, - 31 l . 

<S'i^r/0<r^, (Biihop) an advocate for national corruption, - 371 



Shipfen 
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Shippen (Mr.) fpeaks againft a (landing army, -^25. > — againft 
the treaty of Hanover, 341-2 againft the fupplies, 
346 i — againll the fettlcmcnt of the civil lift revenue, 
362-4 ^ — oppofes the motion for increafing the army, T.t'i 

Shrew/bury CEarl of) difgufted with King William, 11 j — 

made Lord Chamberlain, 223 ^ — Lord Treafurer, - 26g 

Somers (Lord) difmi/Ted from the Chancellorftiip, i6j — im- 
peached, - - 54 

South-Sea Company incorporated, 226, 290 ; — the iniquitous 
conduA of fome of the direAors, jo^ i — puniftied by 
parliament, - . . - 306 

Spain injures the commerce of Great-Britain, ^841-— war de- 
clared againft it, - - - - 395 

S/<}/i/y% ambaHador's memorial againft the partition treaty, 

50'i — ordered to leave England, • - ilnd. 

^— fleet deftroyed by Sir George Byng, - - 317 

■ galleons deftroyed at Vigo, - - j|$ 

Strafford (Earl ofj, ambaflador to the States-General, 233 ^ 
—plenipotentiary to the Congrefs for a peace, 2^ ; 
—impeached - . . . 276 

Subfidies to Sweden, 319, 351, 366 } — to Denmark, 351, 
366, 392ji— to Heffe Caflcl, 396-7, 407 — to Wolfem- 
buttle« _ - - . 366, 406 

SucceffioH 
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SuccfJJioH of the crown fettled on the houfc of Hanover, 48 } 
— debates in the Scotch pailiamcnt upon it, 160, 
167;— limitations in the aft, - - - 312 

Sundcrlatni fEarl ofj rcfigns his place, 4^-, — difmilTed from 

the privy fcal 22 ^ ; — made lord lieutenant of IrL-land, 275 

Sweden, all commerce prohibited with it, ^ 1 ^ ; — its King 
threatcrs an inv:iflon, ^ 16 ; — his death, ;^i8 ; — treaty 
with Sweden, and debates on it, - - 318-1^ 

S-Jiift (Dean) publifties his " conduft of the allies" 247 

T. 

» 

T^ijlle, order of, revived, - - . . i6y 

Toleration, religious, granted to the di/Tcntcrs, 6& •, — oppofed 
by the tories, and favored by the whigs, 127-8 ; — 
granted to the epifcopalians in Scotland, - 8<s8 

Torcy (Marquis dc) fcnt to Holland to negotiate a peace, gog, 
TorieSy their tenets, 6j 31 ; — their praifliccs againft the whigs 
to prevent the falutary efFedts of the Revolution, 8_i — 
gain a majority in parliament, lQ;— incur the popular 
odium, 65 ; — ftrong in King William's laft parlia- 
ment, dSj — court the Princefs Anne, 8^— oppofe 
religious toleration, 1 27-8 j — oppofc the bill in favor 
of the poor clergy, 1 ^6 ; — found the alarm of the 

danger 



{ 447 ) 

PACE 

danger of the church, i^Sj— -aft contrary to their own 
principle of non-refiftance to the crown, ij^ •, — move 
that the Princefs Sophia be invited into the kingdom, 
140; — oppofe the treaty of union between England 
and Scotland, 176 — extol Sachevcrcl as a martyr, 
2ig i — fupplant the whigs, 22^ : — twelve of them 
created peers at one time, 2;t8 ; — attack the Duke of 
Marlborough, 2^2 > — differ among themfelves, 249, 
266; — confidered by the Brunfwick line as their inve- 
terate enemies, 22^-, — divided and deprefled, 275 
guilty of riots, 222 i — oppofe the peerage bill, 289 ; 
-—abandon their cheif friend, Atterbury, q ^ ^ ; — dc- 
fert the party againll Sir Robert Walpole, - 4.12 

Tory adminiftration treat with France for a peace, - 229 

^— club, - . _ - . 249 

Teurnay beHeged and taken, . - - 207 

treaty f partition, - - - - 43 

— — ) triple, - - - - 60 

■ of union with Scotland, - 172 
. . ■, barrier, cenfurcd by the houfe of Commons, 243, 247 

■ of Utrecht iigned, 262 ^ — cenfured as unfavorable to 
commerce, - • - - ibid. 

• with the Queen of Sweden, - - - 3 1 S 

■ of Hanover, - - - 338-406 

Vol. L M m m t reaty 
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'Treaty with Denmark, Sweden, and Heflrc-Caffcl, - 3S» 

- of Seville, - - - 380, 402 

3'«n», battle of, # - - - 121 

Tyrconnel (Earl oO commands in Ireland for King James, l£ 

U. 

VemoHy (Admiral) takes Porto-Bcllo, joined by Ogle, 

41 j;-, — repulfed at Carthagena, - - 417 

Vigo^ Spanifh men of war, &c. difcharged there, - 9^ 

Virtue began to decline in the reign of Charles II. ^ogj— re- 
ceived a fhock alfo at the Revolution, - ' . 2^ ^ 

Union between the partizans of tyranny in the church and in 

the ftate, - - - - . 12^ 

between the whigs and diflenters, - - ibid. 

. of the kingdoms of England and Scotland, 142, 271 ; 

— oppofcd by the tories in parliament, 176; — advan- 
tageous to Scotland, 179, 192 ; — difltked by the Scutch 
Jacobites, .... 19^ 

Votes of the Commons againft King William's counfellors, 
2Qi — in the affair of Aylefbury, 1 29 ^ — againft the 
Duke pf Marlborough, 2^2* — againft Sir Robert 
Walpole, - - . , 24.2 

— — of credit dangerous to the nation, - - 293 

UtrecAty conferences for a peace opened there, 250 j — the 

treaty figned, - 262 

fVaUs 
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JFskt (Frederick Prinee of) gOTerow of the Wckh copper 
compuiy» 308}— >jdn8 the oppofitton egainft Sir Ro- 
bert Walpole end the Spaoi/h convention, 392 ; — ^in- 
flexible againft Walpole, 419} — is reconciled to the 
King, - - - - - 42Z 

W^de (Sir Robert) expelled the houfe of Commons, 225, 
t42} — ^mede pay-mafter of the armf, 2751— prime 
mbifter, 3A4}^moves that the entire revenues of the 
civil lift fliould be fettled for life on George 3^1 » 
•—moves for an excife bill, 373 }— drops the bill, 
375 » oppofes the motion for the reduAion of 
iutereft, 378 i — moves for abridging the liberty of 
the play-houfes, 380 — defends the convention with 
Spain, 3891— Jus conduft arraigned by Mr. Sandys, 
398 'by Mr. Pulteney, 408 }— defends himfelf, 410& 
—moves to fupport the Queen of Hungary, 414-,— 
made IL-Ji'A of Orford, and refigns his employments, 
419 divides his enemies, ... 420 

9^0^ (Horatio) his fpecch on the ^eaty between the Em^ 

pecor and Spam, .... 3^ 

J^«r with France the natural confequenoe of die Revolu- 
tbn, 13 i<-<leclarcd, 151— declared againft France by 

M m m 2 Queea 
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Queen Anne, qi-2 impoliticly concluded, 93 ; — 
declared againft Spain by George II. 395 1 —badly 
managed, .... 222* ii^ 

JVharlon (Duke oQ his fpeech againft Attcrbury's bill of 
penalties, - _ , ^ 

JVhi^Sy their political tenets, 6 j — King William indebted for 
the crown to them, ib. — but flights and oppofes them, 
10. It ; — foiled in their attempts for the public good, 
ibidi—£oT excluding placemen from the houfe of Com- 
mons, 22 i— negleded making a lafting eftablifliment 
for the people at the Revolution, ^3 •,— -depart from 
their principles, 55;— for the firft time, gain the 
King's whole confidence, 65 j— excluded by Queen 
Anne, 8.<;-6; — favor religious toleration, 127-8 1— fe- 
cure a majority in the parliament of 1705, 138 ;--op- 
pofe the inviting the Princefs Sophia into England, 
i— their condu«ft different from their profefTions, 
2j6, 221 1— -admitted into adminiftration, 274^— ob- 
tain a great majority in parliament, - . 276 

■ , antient and modern compared, . . 

miliam III. interefts himfelf for the tones, gi— their grants 
to him, 12 i— motley complexion of his council, i6i 
—employs the friends of King James, 22 i— goes in 
pcrfon to Ireland, and defeats James, 25 returns to 

England, 
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England, 25 ; — his fpeech after the conclufion of the 
war, 38 i — had bis rcqucft for the Dutch guards re- 
fufed, 43 hit political fagacity, 591— fpeech to his 
bft ptrliAmeat, 62 lut death, 71 his charader 
•nd condud, - > > * 75 

fFilfm (Reir. Dr.) his dianifter ud virtues, - • « 

Wi»t9n (Earl of) tried Iw tieafoii, - . 

Y. 

rngpr (Sir William) Ida eiiArar to Shippen, : I 335 
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t, tnd of the fecond line, /ir i, rttd an. 

7, J«r Sconiberg, rmd Schombcig. 
28, /«r cotmfdt, f-<«/coiuiciI«. 
44, /» oppofition, read oppofidon. 
82> for principle, rtad principal. 
86, far Normandy, rtaJ Norraaoby. 
97* f*' Beabow. r«4/ Remhcnw. 

ia6, /trMijwai, fim/lffiiMKa. 

178, >• Lads North sndGiqr* fM/LardMafAttdGtcy. 

J^^Sifs^iiMiKgAiiB^^ nut G(iliiijidNilMi|h« 
s<7*y^^**lM**iU* marf Swchcwell. 
s7l,/irLMriiiheTMftli, iwif LMmttel 
«84» tall Vme, wm Iffiw totiD]r« 
J58, /%r ti*mty>fi«tn. nWoraBtf-ii*. 
J44t >fr HoiBer* rmi ISUtn* 
374t/kr derirable» rv»/dditililc. 
41 f I >tr D'Aiilio, nadiyiaiSau 
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L 

Mrs. M A C A U L A Y*s 
HISTORY OF ENGLAND, 

From the Acceflion of James the Firft, to tlie 
Elevation of the Houfe of Hanover* 

^)vol8. 4to. price 3I. 158. ia boards, or 4L los. bouud» 

IL 

Another Edition, in 5 Volumes, O&avo^ 

Price li 59. iix boards, or il, los. bound* 
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